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Supplementary Material 2. Survey instrument for ‘Learning Archaeology in Australia: 
Undergraduate Student Expectations and Motivations’ 

 

Introduction 
This survey has been designed to gain a better understanding of why students choose to 
study archaeology at university, as well as backgrounds and barriers faced by enrolling 
students. Your responses will help us learn more about who is studying archaeology in 
Australia, and identify what archaeology students expect to learn. No question is 
compulsory, but we encourage you to answer as many as you can so that we can get a clear 
understanding of your motivations for studying archaeology as well as any barriers or life 
experiences that may have influenced your path to study. All responses are anonymous, and 
will only be reported in aggregate. Results of this survey will be used to inform teaching and 
learning practices, student support, outreach, and student recruitment in Australian 
archaeological education. The survey should take 10-15 minutes to complete, and is 
presented in two parts: 
 
Part 1 is about you and is designed to gain an overview of the backgrounds of students who 
enrol in first-year undergraduate archaeology classes at Australian universities. Part 2 is 
about your experiences with archaeology prior to enrolling, and why you have chosen to 
study archaeology in general and this unit in particular. 
 
Part 1 
This part of the survey is designed to understand you and your background. All questions 
are optional. Your responses will help us understand where our undergraduate students 
come from and their educational history. 
 
Age 

1.  What is your current age (in years)? 
a. Please specify: __________ 
b. I prefer not to answer 
 
Gender Identity 
2. How do you currently describe your gender identity? Please use your preferred 
terminology, for example, woman, transgender man, Brotherboy, non-binary, etc. 
a. Please specify: ___________ 
b. I prefer not to answer 
 
Ethnicity/Identity 
3. What categories best describe you? Select all that apply to you: 
a. Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
b. Asian (e.g. Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese) 
c. Black or African American (e.g. African American, Ethiopian, Haitian, Nigerian, 
Somalian) 
d. Hispanic or Latinx (e.g. Columbian, Cuban, Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto 
Rican) 
e. Middle Eastern or North African (e.g. Algerian, Egyptian, Iranian, Lebanese, 
Moroccan, Syrian) 
f. Maori or Other Pacific Islander (e.g. Fijian, Marshallese, Native Hawaiian, Samoan, 
Tongan) 
g. White (e.g. English, French, German, Irish, Italian, Polish, White Australian) 
h. Other race, ethnicity, or origin, please specify: _____________ 
i. I prefer not to answer 
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Family Education 
4. What is the highest level of education completed by either of your parents or those 
who raised you? 
a. Never attended school 
b. Completed some high school 
c. Year 10 or equivalent (‘equivalent’ includes study completed at TAFE) 
d. Year 11 or equivalent 
e. Year 12 or equivalent 
f. Trade Certificate (i.e. Certificate III/IV) 
g. Advanced Diploma/Associate Degree 
h. Bachelor Degree 
i. Bachelor Honours Degree/Graduate Diploma/Graduate Certificate 
j. Masters Degree 
k. Doctoral or Professional Degree (e.g. PhD, JD, EdD) 
l. I do not know 
m. I prefer not to answer 
 
Student Status 
5. If you attended high school/secondary school, what classification best describes 
the high school where you undertook your final year of schooling? 
a. Australian public school 
b. Australian independent/selective public school 
c. Australian private school 
d. I was homeschooled, or did not attend a traditional high school 
e. I did not complete high school in Australia, but I did complete it elsewhere 
f. I did not complete high school in Australia or elsewhere 
g. I prefer not to answer 
 
6. Have you previously commenced or completed a post-secondary school 
qualification (e.g. a TAFE course or university degree) NOT INCLUDING the one in 
which you are currently enrolled? This includes qualifications that you started but did 
not finish. 
a. I have commenced but not completed at least one certificate at TAFE or an 
equivalent institution 
b. I have completed at least one certificate at TAFE or an equivalent institution 
c. I have commenced but not completed at least one university qualification (i.e. 
Bachelor degree or Diploma) 
d. I have completed at least one university qualification (i.e. Bachelor degree or 
Diploma) 
 
7. If you are enrolled in this course for credit towards a qualification, what is the title 
of the qualification? For example, Bachelor of Arts (Double Major in Archaeology and 
Linguistics), Bachelor of Archaeology, Master of Heritage Studies, Bachelor of 
Science (Major in Geology). 
a. I am enrolled in this course for credit towards the following qualification (please 
specify):________________ 
b. I am not enrolled for a qualification and am taking this course as a non-award 
student. 
 
8. Which of the following best describes your enrolment status for this qualification? 
a. Full-Time 
b. Part-Time 
c. I am not enrolled for a qualification 
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9. Are you enrolled in this course as a Domestic or International Student? 
a. Domestic Student 
b. International Student 
 
10. Have you been diagnosed with any disability or impairment, and/or do you have a 
long-lasting or chronic medical condition that substantially limits one or more of your 
major life activities? 
a. Yes (please complete Question 10a) 
b. No (please continue to Question 11) 
c. I prefer not to answer (please continue to Question 11) 
 

10a. If you answered Yes to Question 10, which of the following have been 
diagnosed? Select all that apply. 
a. A sensory impairment (vision or hearing) 
b. A mobility impairment 
c. A learning disability or form of neurodiversity (i.e. dyslexia, ADHD, autism spectrum 
disorder) 
d. A neurological impairment 
e. An autoimmune and/or connective tissue disorder 
f. A mental health condition 
g. A disability or impairment not listed above 
h. I prefer not to answer 
 
11. Do you have any caring responsibilities for family members (for example, 
biological, adopted, foster, or step children, parents, grandparents, or siblings)? 
Please select all answers that reflect your current situation 
a. No 
b. Not currently, but I expect this to change in the next 12 months 
c. Yes, I have caring responsibilities for at least one person who normally lives with me 
full time 
d. Yes, I have caring responsibilities for at least one person who regularly lives with me  
e. Yes, I have caring responsibilities for at least one person who does not live with me 
 
Part 2 
This part of the survey is designed to understand why you have chosen to study archaeology 
at university. Questions in this section refer to the archaeology unit in which you are 
currently enrolled. Your university may use different terminology such as ‘course’, but we 
use ‘unit’ to refer to the individual unit of study you are currently undertaking, for example 
‘Introduction to Archaeology’. 
 
12. Did you plan to study archaeology at university prior to enrolling in this current 
degree? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Other (please specify):______________ 
 
13. Why did you decide to enrol in this unit? Please rank up to the five most important 
reasons, in order from 1 (most important to you) to 5 (fifth most important). 
a. It is required for my degree and/or one of my majors or minors 
b. It is a prerequisite for another unit I want to take later in my studies 
c. It is important to me for cultural reasons 
d. I thought it sounded interesting 
e. I thought it would help me understand social issues 
f. I thought it would help me learn more about my heritage 
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g. I thought archaeology sounded adventurous 
h. I thought it would help me understand global issues 
i. I thought it would be an easy unit 
j. I like the idea the it might involve or lead to more practical physical work 
k. I have a friend who was already enrolled in the unit 
l. I have a friend who previously completed this unit and recommended it 
m. I thought it would be a good complementary unit for my major or minor 
n. I am interested in pursuing a career in archaeology 
o. Other reason, please specify: ________ 
 
14. Prior to enrolling in this unit, do you recall having ever participated in or observed 
a hands-on archaeology or heritage activity (i.e. oral history recording, school 
excursion or incursion, cultural heritage fieldwork, volunteering, work experience, 
community archaeology project or public dig day, etc)? 
a. Yes (please specify): ________ 
b. No 
 
15. Prior to enrolling in this unit, where did you obtain most of your understanding of 
archaeology? Please select up to three most relevant resources.  
a. Community collaboration with archaeologists/researchers (including attending 
meetings, participating in fieldwork, etc) 
b. Community and family members 
c. Fiction books 
d. Film and television (documentaries) 
e. Film and television (fictional/dramatised) 
f. News media (including print, television, radio, and online media sources) 
g. Non-fiction books 
h. Online sources (i.e. Wikipedia, blogs, or other websites) 
i. Podcasts 
j. Social media (including YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, Twitter, Facebook, etc) 
k. Travel (in person visits to sites and/or museums) 
l. Other, please specify:__________ 
 
16. Prior to enrolling in this unit, where did you obtain knowledge and understanding 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage? Please select up to three 
most relevant sources. 
a. Community and family members 
b. Fiction books 
c. Film and television (documentaries) 
d. Film and television (fictional/dramatised) 
e. News media (including print, television, radio, and online media sources) 
f. Non-fiction books 
g. Online sources (i.e. Wikipedia, blogs, or other websites) 
h. Podcasts 
i. School lesson(s) taught by an Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander teacher 
j. School lesson(s) taught by a non-Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander teacher 
k. School visits (incursions or excursions) by Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
l. Social media (including YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, Twitter, Facebook, etc) 
m. Travel guides and/or tourist information centres, brochures, and signs 
n. I do not have any knowledge or understanding of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
culture and heritage 
o. Other, please specify:__________ 
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17. What area(s) of archaeology most interests you? This may be a region, a time 
period, a research topic, etc. Please specify: ________________ 
 
18. Do you intend to seek work as an archaeologist after completing your current 
qualification? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. I don’t know 
d. Other, please specify:__________ 
 
19. Do you think there are enough employment opportunities for archaeologists? 
a. Yes, in Australia 
b. Yes, but not in Australia 
c. Yes, both in Australia and overseas 
d. No 
e. I don’t know 
 
20. Did employability play a role in your decision to study archaeology at university? 
a. Yes, I believe studying archaeology is relevant to my planned career path 
b. Yes, I am studying archaeology as it is relevant to my current employment 
c. No, I chose to study archaeology just because I am interested in it 
d. I have not considered employability at all 
 
21. The Australian Archaeological Skills Passport is an initiative designed to help 
individuals identify and record practical skills they can learn during archaeological 
training, including transferable professional skills (such as analytical writing, cultural 
competencies, collaborative work, policy development, and project management) and 
technical skills (such as rock art recording, use of maps and navigation systems, 
artefact analysis, and technical drawing). Do you think you will use this resource to 
prepare for future employment? 
a. Yes. I am planning or considering a career in archaeology or heritage and think this 
will be useful. 
b. Yes. I do not plan to pursue a career in archaeology or heritage but I think this will be 
useful for recording transferable skills. 
c. No. I do not plan to pursue a career in archaeology or heritage and do not think this 
will be useful for me. 
d. No. I am planning or considering a career in archaeology or heritage but I do not 
think I will find this useful. 
e. I am not sure whether I would find this useful or remember to use it. 
 


