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Abstract 

The prospect that First Nations Australians were in contact with cultures beyond Australia prior to European arrival has 
fascinated theorists for over a century. Early views tended to see Aboriginal culture as too primitive to have independently 
developed ‘higher level’ cultural traits. Once this view was abandoned, further enquiry into external contact largely ceased. 
However, it has been gradually recognised that transformations occurred within Australia not only independently but also 
through external elements arriving from the north (Macassans and Papuans). This paper offers perhaps the first comprehensive 
overview of a less studied potential conduit: the eastern seaboard of Australia. Given the vast scale of the eastern seaboard (and 
its geographic position directly opposite the seafaring cultures of the Pacific Basin it is surprising that the notion of contact 
between these two realms has received such limited attention. The east coast is a potentially very large target for contact. 
Queensland and New South Wales mainland and island coastlines comprise in excess of 15,000 km. The Pacific Basin is 
similarly a huge potential source for contact, covering over one-third of the world’s surface, and containing over 20,000 islands. 
Our paper first considers the contrast between studies of the eastern and western edges of the Pacific Basin, and then the means 
(and evidence) by which ‘contact’ is normally discerned. We next consider the potential for contact based on ocean currents 
and similar factors. The bulk of the paper assesses specific source regions and purported evidence of contact from these regions: 
Papua New Guinea, Island Melanesia, Polynesia and two islands between these areas (Norfolk and Lord Howe). Our study 
concludes that evidence for Pacific-Australian contact ought to be relatively abundant, given the size of the source area (the 
Pacific Basin) and the target area (the eastern seaboard). Instead, contact must have been very limited and sporadic, as most 
evidence has been either inconclusive or requires further substantiation. Equally, the impact of these cultures on the 
development of Australian First Nations seems to have been negligible. On the other hand, this review accumulated enough 
evidence to suggest there was considerable potential for such contacts. We conclude that archaeological frameworks should be 
developed to investigate purported and possible Pacific-Eastern seaboard contacts. 
 
 

Introduction: Amending Our ‘Northern Bias’ 

The ‘northern’ focus in the search for evidence of external 
influence is understandable, given that Australia was initially 
in sustained contact with what is now Southeast Asia. First 
Nations peoples reached Australia as early as 65,000 years 
ago (Clarkson et al. 2017) although a more conservative date 
of 47–48,000 years ago is also proposed (O’Connell et al. 
2018). Multiple colonisation events from various entry points 
have recently been suggested (Kealy et al. 2018; Norman et 
al. 2018). It is now proposed that there was purposeful and 
coordinated rather than random voyaging (Bird et al. 2018, 
2019), large numbers (Bradshaw et al. 2019) and even return 
voyaging (Norman et al. 2018:238). 
 Regardless of the age, direction and number of contacts, 
Australia and New Guinea shared as much as four-fifths of 
their human history, as part of the enlarged Pleistocene 
continent of Sahul. The two land masses were not separated 
by rising postglacial sea levels until 8,000 years ago 
(Woodroffe et al. 2000), though genetic evidence suggests 
Papuan and Australian populations separated 25–45,000 years 
ago (Malaspinas et al. 2016). A later genetic split (9–12,000 
years ago) is also suggested (Pedro et al. 2020). 
 Changes within Australia are visible in the Mid-to-Late 
Holocene archaeological record. These shifts include 
increases in site numbers, site types and deposition rates. New 
environments were utilised, and new extractive technologies 
appeared. The transition has been mostly explained in terms 
of ‘intensification’ (Lourandos 1985), although the meaning 
of this term is debated (e.g. Lourandos and Ross 1994). 

 The earliest external contact for which we have solid 
evidence relates to Late Holocene specialisation in the use of 
marine resources and maritime technology. At least in part, 
this specialisation appears due to the introduction of new 
items of marine technology from outside Australia. Other 
transformations in societies across Australia centred around 
3,500 years ago can be attributed to population growth, 
internal social changes (‘intensification’), and environmental 
change. Even so, some external contact is evidenced, notably 
the introduction of the dingo (Balme et al. 2018). 
 As noted, it is particularly well-established that 
interactions occurred throughout the Holocene through Torres 
Strait on to Cape York and down the Queensland coast (for a 
recent review and references see Rowland 2018). Likewise, it 
is clear that dugout canoes, metal harpoon heads and other 
items were introduced by Macassans to Arnhem Land and to 
the Kimberley coast. Thus across northern Australia, 
Macassan fisherman had contact with various First Nations 
people over at least the last 400 years. 
 By contrast, evidence for contact with Australia’s eastern 
seaboard appears limited, and its impact elusive. 
Nevertheless, it is useful to review what innovations might 
have reached Australia from external sources (and vice versa) 
as new evidence and theories arise. Arguably, sporadic visits 
by small groups rarely leave an archaeological signature 
sufficient to be detected, and whatever new elements they 
bring are likely to be lost within the dominant culture, but 
there is evidence that even limited contacts sometimes spark 
major transformations. For example, in a seminal paper Sharp 
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(1952) demonstrated the significant effect of the introduction 
and replacement of stone axes by steel axes on the Yir Yoront 
at the mouth of the Coleman River on the west coast of Cape 
York Peninsula. 
 
Contrasts with the Study of Possible Pacific-
American contacts 

The limited investigation into the possibility of contact 
between eastern Australia and the Western Pacific is 
especially evident when compared to the long history of 
similar research being conducted into potential connections 
between Pacific cultures and the eastern flank of the Pacific 
Basin (i.e. the Americas) (Figure 1). Although such research 
cannot determine whether contact also occurred with 
Australia, it does highlight the potential and archaeological 
signature of lengthy Polynesian sea voyages, as the two most 
frequently postulated journeys (between Easter Island and 
Chile, and Hawai’i and California) represent 3,600 km and 
3,970 km respectively. This is far greater than distances 
between Australia and New Caledonia (1,600 km) or between 
Australia and New Zealand (2,100 km). However, such 
contacts remain controversial (e.g. Anderson 2006a; 
Baudouin and Lebrun 2009; Gongora et al. 2008; Hurles et al. 
2003; Jones and Klar 2005, 2006, Jones et al. 2011; Klar and 
Jones 2005; Storey et al. 2007; Terrell 1998; Wyatt 2004), 
though Lawler (2010) has boldly asserted that the evidence 
mostly supports such contact. 
 In this respect, it is pertinent that some arguments for 
Pacific-American contact pertain to purportedly ancient 
genetic links with Australia and Melanesia. Certain 
Australasian genetic traits (from Indigenous groups in 
Australia, Melanesia and island Southeast Asia; see Posth et 
al. 2018) are shared with the earliest Native Americans. 
Interpreting this data remains a puzzle (Moreno-Mayar et al. 
2018; Raghavan et al. 2015; Skoglund et al. 2015). There are 
similar contentions concerning purported Polynesian-
American Indian genetic connections. Cranial remains from 
Isla Mocha 30 km off the coast of south-central America are 
said to demonstrate a ‘Polynesian phenotype’ (Matisoo-Smith 
2015), but in at least one case, Polynesian DNA found in 
skulls (of extinct Botocudo Indians from Brazil) has now been 
given a post-Columbian explanation (Gonҫalves et al. 2013). 
On the other hand, a recent study by Ioannidis et al. (2020) 
claims unequivocal evidence of Native American genetic 
‘admixture’ occurred around the Marquesas Islands c.1200 
CE. 
 In assessing possible links between Pacific cultures and 
the Americas, much emphasis has been placed on supposed 
presence of Polynesian foods or artefacts in the Americas. 
Easter Island or Hawai’i are usually proposed as the conduits 
for these items. Thus, Polynesians are said to have introduced 
the chicken to South America (Fitzpatrick and Callaghan 
2009; Storey et al. 2007), though there is also a contrary view 
(Thomson et al. 2014; Gongora et al. 2008). Linguistic and 
archaeological evidence for Polynesian-style sewn bark 
canoes in the Americas is proposed (see Jones and Klar 2005; 
Klar and Jones 2005), though caution is recommended by 
others (Anderson 2006b). The sweet potato is said to have 
been introduced from South America into Polynesia 
(Montenegro et al. 2008; Roullier et al. 2013) though there is 
contrary evidence that the sweet potato was already in 
Polynesia in pre-human times (Muñoz-Rodriguez et al. 2018). 

Simulation studies of coconut transport to Central America by 
Ward and Brookfield (1992) concluded it was unlikely to have 
crossed the central Pacific by drift and remained viable, thus 
implying a human agency. Therefore, Baudouin and Lebrun 
(2009) suggested the coconut was brought by Austronesian 
seafarers from the Philippines to Ecuador c.2,250 BP. 
However, Clement et al. (2013) found no archaeological, 
ethnobotanical or linguistic evidence for pre-Columbian 
coconuts and concluded that the most parsimonious 
explanation was that coconuts were introduced to Panama 
after Spanish conquest. 
 Such accidental crop drift may have relevance to similar 
‘coconut debates’ concerning Australia. The origins of the 
coconut in Australia continues to be disputed. There is a view 
that they are not native, and that the coconut owes its presence 
to people rather than to the ability of its fruit to float across 
oceans (Cribb and Cribb 1985; Dowe and Smith 2002; Foale 
2003). However, there is evidence for the presence of 
coconuts from at least 8,000 BP on Lizard Island (Proske and 
Haberle 2012). A substantial old grove of coconuts has been 
located on the Frankland Islands (Dowe and Smith 2002:136) 
and there is also some evidence of pre-European use of 
coconuts in Australia (Hynes and Chase 1982 (Figure 2). 
 

Means of Contact 

Types of Evidence 

The evidence for contact can be both tangible (objects) or 
intangible (language, genetics). Finds of ‘foreign’ (imported 
or adapted) items within pre-European Australian material 
culture constitute the most obvious indications of contact. As 
noted, the clearest evidence of this are items associated with 
Macassan seafarers in northern Australia, though the duration 
of contact appears to be limited to the last 400 years (Rowland 
2018; Taçon et al. 2010). While Macassan impacts on 
Australia’s Indigenous societies have yet to be fully 
understood, we now know it had a significant and continuing 
impact, manifesting in words, songs, plant foods, pipes and 
other influences (Ganter 2018). 
 The presence of the dingo in Australia is the most obvious 
evidence of contact. Its presence suggests contacts around 
3,000 to 4,000 years ago (Balme et al. 2018). A date of c.3,500 
BP was a critical time for dog movements in the Australasian 
region and parallels can be drawn with Lapita colonisation 
(with dogs) in the Western Pacific linking Australia to 
Melanesian maritime expansions at this time (Rowland 1987, 
2018). 
 Genetic and morphological markers are other, less 
tangible, indicators. Thus far, they present a rather ambiguous 
picture of both the pre-and post-8,000 year period in 
Australia. Some studies indicate contact while other data 
suggest long-term isolation (Rowland 2018). Importantly, 
Malaspinas et al. (2016:212) found that Papuans and early 
Australians separated genetically around 35,000 years ago, 
suggesting mutual isolation within what was then a single 
landmass. The study also found evidence for a continuous, 
modest gene flow, mostly unidirectional from Papuans to 
Australian First Nations and apparently geographically 
restricted to northeast Australia. Additional studies from the 
Queensland coast and offshore islands designed to recover 
ancient genomes from archaeological contexts will 
undoubtedly be more helpful in improving our understanding 
of the extent of Holocene contacts (Wasef et al. 2021). 



 

https://doi.org/10.25120/qar.25.2022.3889  Queensland Archaeological Research | Vol. 25 | 2022 | 49 

 

Figure 1. Pacific Basin, including islands mentioned in the paper. 
 

 

Figure 2. Australian east coast, showing places mentioned in the paper and major ocean currents. 
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Linguistic evidence for external contact is similarly 
equivocal. As expected, loanwords from Macassan contact 
are sprinkled around the northern coast of Australia (e.g. 
Evans 2008). Contact is also apparent in the languages of 
Eastern and Western Torres Strait. There are examples of 
Torres Strait cultural traits named and shared with 
Austronesian languages (Rowland 2018). The Pama-Nyungan 
language certainly appears to have spread southward from the 
Gulf of Carpentaria as part of a cultural package of new ideas 
and technologies 5,700 years ago (Bouckaert et al. 2018), but 
whether this ‘package’ ultimately derived from external 
contacts is unclear. 
 Another factor cited as proof for or against culture contact 
is the apparent absence or presence of horticultural/ 
agriculture practices in Australia. There is increasing 
evidence for a gradient of manipulation of plants through 
Torres Strait, and some Australian plant exploitation 
practices, including forms of cultivation (for a recent review 
see Silcock 2018). Nascent horticultural practices may have 
developed in northern Australia and experimentation may 
have occurred before the Torres Strait was formed, or 
subsequently through maritime interactions across the 
Arafura Sea and Torres Strait (Denham et al. 2009). Denham 
et al. (2009) suggest we consider the possibility that the 
banana, yam and taro may have been grown in Australia at 
least 8,000 years ago while it was still joined to New Guinea. 
It is conjectured that geographical proximity suggests Island 
Southeast Asia, New Guinea and Australia, rather than being 
isolated from one another, developed long and dynamic 
histories of interaction that enabled the transfer of animals, 
plants and ideas. However, archaeological evidence for this 
exchange remains elusive (Denham 2018; McNiven 2022; 
Rowland 2018) though recent research indicates low-intensity 
forms of plant management on Mabuyag Island, Torres Strait 
from at least 2,000 years ago (Williams et al. 2020). 
 
Methods of Contact: Migration and Diffusion 

‘Contact’ can mean the direct import of persons and things 
(migration) or the gradual adoption of ideas and technologies 
(diffusion). Although migration and diffusion are essential for 
understanding the broad worldwide sweep of human history 
they are forces rarely discussed by contemporary Australian 
archaeologists (Bellwood 2013:113), even though the extent 
and direction of external contact following initial colonisation 
of Australia has been debated since European arrival. 
Divergent views remain today. McCarthy (1940:314, see also 
1953, 1970, 1974) considered Australian cultures to be 
‘indissolubly bound up with that of Oceania’. Other 
researchers (e.g. Blust 2009:9; Irwin 1992:100; Keegan and 
Diamond 1987:72-73; Lilley 2019; Rowland 1987, 1995) 
have thought it paradoxical that people moved so widely 
throughout the Southeast Asian region and into the Pacific; 
yet these movements are considered to have had little or no 
impact on Australia. Nevertheless, as mentioned, Late 
Holocene changes in use of coastal resources appear to reflect 
an external introduction (O’Connor and Chappell 2003; 
Rowland 1986, 2018).Thus, the impact of external influences 
on Australia cannot be ignored. The challenge for 
archaeologists today lies in identifying such influences 
without relying on anachronistic diffusionist theories 
(McNiven 1993). This is an important consideration, as 
Australia’s earliest research into contact (and in fact, our 

earliest ethnographic studies) were unfortunately focused on 
documenting diffusion of so-called higher cultural traits of 
‘advanced’ Papuans onto their ‘primitive’ Australian 
neighbours across Torres Strait (e.g. McCarthy 1940, 1970). 
 It is now established that ideas and material culture items 
moved between groups in Australia in reciprocal 
arrangements and interchanges rather than through one-sided 
derivation and adoption (McNiven 2006:103). Like all other 
human societies, Australia’s Indigenous communities are 
demonstratively dynamic rather than static. They continually 
accept, reject, modify and invent. They do not exhibit regular 
isolation and stasis. Thus, the study of local 
invention/innovation and diffusion/migration must play 
complementary roles in explaining change (Rowland 
1995:15). 
 Unlike migration, diffusion acknowledges there is 
sufficient natural human movement to enable circulation of 
goods, ideas and genes, even if numbers involved are quite 
small. Testing for diffusion is difficult. Researchers generally 
look for similarities in cultures between two areas and assume 
this is evidence that movement has occurred. The hypothesis 
is then ‘tested’ by compiling an additional list of similarities, 
even though the theory itself is not ‘tested.’ Rather, additional 
evidence of the same kind is simply added in support (Rouse 
1986; for a recent review of concepts see Burmeister 2000). 
 The problem of determining diffusion is further 
complicated by evidence of invention/innovation within an 
archaeological sequence usually being attributed to internal 
development, simply by default (Rowland 1995:8-9). 
Innovations that did enter Australia may have spread quite 
easily and rapidly throughout the continent via exchange 
systems. Ideas and objects could have been passed from one 
neighbouring group (with little obvious on ground movement) 
to another as part of reciprocal gift giving before and after a 
range of intergroup gatherings (Rowland 2018). 
 
Potential for Contact 

Another consideration in this debate is whether it was possible 
for Pacific cultures to reach Australia. Certainly ocean 
currents and climate conditions within this region enhance 
potentials for both accidental watercraft drift and/or 
purposeful navigation. The major large-scale hydrodynamic 
features of the Great Barrier Reef (GBR) are initiated by the 
westward flowing South Equatorial Current (SEC), which 
intersects the GBR and then divides into the northward 
flowing Hiri Current and the stronger southward flowing East 
Australian Current (EAC) (Brinkman et al. 2001). The EAC 
is the dominant southerly current drawing oceanic water from 
the low latitude tropical regions of the Pacific Ocean through 
the region of the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and New 
Caledonia. It separates from the continental margin to flow 
northeast and eastward into the Tasman Sea (Brinkman et al. 
2001; Burrage et al. 1996; Choukroun et al. 2010; Ridgway 
and Dunn 2003; Ridgway and Godfrey 1997). The southward 
extension of the EAC reaches as far as Tasmania (Luick et al. 
2007; Ridgway and Godfrey 1997; Schiller et al. 2008:357; 
2015). The impact of these currents is seen in the occurrence 
of tropical fauna and flora in southern Australian waters at 
normally temperate latitudes (Poloczanska et al. 2007:409). 
Further evidence of directional flow can be seen in the pumice 
rafts which drift on to the New South Wales and Queensland 
coasts from the Pacific, moving north and south following the 
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EAC (Bryan et al. 2012; Velasquez et al. 2018; Ward and 
Little 2000). The nature of Pacific sailing may also have been 
affected by changing wind climates (Goodwin et al. 2014), 
but our knowledge of these changes and their impact is at this 
point limited. Possibly impacting both site preservation and 
seafaring were palaeotsunamis (Courtney et al. 2012). There 
is some evidence that both Australian First Nations and Māori 
peoples knew of such events (Bryant et al. 2007), though 
some researchers refute their occurrence (Hutchinson and 
Attenbrow 2009). 
 It is worth considering whether the cultures of the Pacific 
and Australia were aware of each other through ‘flotsam and 
jetsam’ they encountered on their shores, and whether such 
drift items impacted local material culture or technologies. 
Boyd (1999) argued that the arrangement of oceanic currents 
makes it highly unlikely artefacts from the region of Papua 
New Guinea could be washed up by oceanic currents onto the 
eastern Australian coast. Rather, he claimed the nearest non-
Australian source for drift material found on the east coast 
would be the islands of the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and 
New Caledonia. On the other hand, Rozefelds et al. (2015) 
propose that the southerly drift of botanical disseminules, and 
items such as Indigenous canoes and plastic bottles, are 
facilitated in floating from New Guinea to northeastern 
Queensland, in part, by the Gulf of Papua Current and/or 
seasonal southwesterly directed winds from October through 
to March. 
 
Simulations and Drift Canoes 

Some indication that accidental drift or planned voyaging 
from several locations within the Pacific Basin on to the east 
coast of Australia could have occurred might be inferred from 
historical sources. McNiven (2015b:196), for example, 
reports the case of a Torres Strait canoe picked up by an 
English sailing ship on an eastern route to China some 320 km 
east of Torres Strait. Also, the captain and crew of the Saint-
Paul which struck a reef in the Louisiade Archipelago off 
New Guinea in September 1858 sailed in an open boat across 
the Coral Sea to Cape Flattery in northeast Cape York a 
journey of 1,200 km in just 12 days (Anderson 2009; Macklin 
2019). 
 Since the 1970s, ‘re-enacted’ voyages have expanded our 
appreciation for the capacity of early watercraft. In 1970, the 
raft La Balsa reached Mooloolaba on the Queensland coast 
after sailing from Ecuador after 161 days and around 14,000 
km (Bruce 1970). Since the Kon-Tiki raft sailed from the 
Peruvian coast to Raroia in the Tuamotu Archipelago, seven 
more rafts voyaged westward from the coast of Peru. Six 
reached Polynesia (two going on to Australia) and one to the 
Galapagos (Levison et al. 1973:46). A number of simulation 
studies from East Polynesia demonstrated the high probability 
of reaching Australia (Levison et al. 1973:60) whilst other 
modelling simulations indicate that Australia to New Zealand 
had a reasonable probability of occurrence (8% and 11%) 
(Montenegro et al. 2006:1323). 
 Drift canoes found along the length of the east coast of 
Australia have been useful in determining the possible extent 
and direction of contact, though they are likely to be of recent 
date. The Queensland Museum has records of dugout canoes 
washed onto the Queensland coast from Currumbin in the 
south to Cooktown in the north (Table 1). 

 The Queensland Department of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Partnerships has the following records: an 
outrigger portion of canoe, partly buried in sand dunes along 
the beach front at Seisia camping ground on the tip of Cape 
York Peninsula (recorded in 1984, site designation CW:A26); 
a dug-out canoe 5 m long, located on a beach between Cowal 
Creek and the Jardine River (recorded in 1984, CW:26); and 
a large dug-out canoe with constructed sides of thick plank 
joined with wooden ribs, on a beach just south of the previous 
find (recorded in 1987, CW:A37). Although wrecked, the 
presence of twine and bamboo suggest it was of recent date. 
A fourth drift canoe (recorded in 1987, ER:A15) is a dug-out 
initially noticed at Ingram Island 12 km northwest of Howick, 
located on a sand cay on Howick Island; its side partly 
decorated and lashing marks imply the use of one outrigger 
(Boyd 1999:96; Dr Stephen Nichols, pers. comm., 2019). A 
weathered canoe over 3 m in length made from a bloodwood 
tree has also been located on Palm Island (Hatte and Manbarra 
Nangarra Wangarra Aboriginal Corporation 2009:41). 
 On North Keppel Island, a 10 foot (3 m) by two-foot-wide 
(60 cm) dugout was located and photographed by Rutherford 
(1937). Lumholtz (1889:315) recorded in 1889 that his host, 
while hunting at Torilla, had only a small sailing boat, which 
had been given to him by some French Communists who had 
escaped confinement in New Caledonia and landed on his 
premises. Another dugout canoe was reported at Teewah 
beach near Tewantin (Nambour Chronicle and North Coast 
Advertiser 26 November 1926:3). It was believed this canoe 
was either thrown from a passing steamer or else drifted in 
from the islands of the Pacific. A canoe from Currumbin 
Beach was described as ‘about 10ft [3 m] in length and 2ft 6in 
[76 cm] wide, with a depth of about 2ft [60 cm], was covered 
with barnacles, and one end had decayed away, giving the 
impression that it was very old, and that it must have drifted a 
great distance’ (The Brisbane Courier 15 February 1928:7). 
On Fraser Island, a dugout canoe was found at Lake 
Boomanjin. It was determined to have been made by a forestry 
worker in the 1950s, but six other dugouts have also been 
located on Fraser Island. They have not yet been studied in 
detail (Marsterson 1997:10). 
 Similar drift canoes have been found on the New South 
Wales coast. A wooden dug-out canoe discovered on a 
mainland beach in the Solitary Islands Marine Park in early 
1999 is argued to have originated in Vanuatu (Boyd 1999:97). 
Dugout canoes from Taren Point, Botany Bay, Richmond and 
Cattai National Park were considered non-Indigenous in 
origin but have not been further studied (Nutley and Smith 
2004). 
 It likely that all the canoes mentioned above are of 
relatively recent (nineteen and twentieth century) origin. 
Nevertheless, it would be worth undertaking a broad 
comparative study to determine the species of trees and 
possible age of the canoes and compare them with Melanesian 
and Polynesian canoe types. 
 
Conduits for Contact 

There are potentially four regions from which contact with 
eastern Australia might have occurred: Papua New Guinea/ 
Torres Strait; island Melanesia; Polynesia; and two temperate 
islands mid-way between Polynesia, Melanesia and Australia: 
Norfolk and Lord Howe. We examine each in turn. 
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Table 1. Dugout canoes from Boyd (1999) and Dr Brit Asmussen (Queensland Museum, pers. comm., 2019). 

Queensland Museum 
Registration 

Number/Reference 

Location Description 

E4018 Lizard Island A carved Kanak door jamb with carved human face and 
geometric decoration found in 1945. Thought to be of New 
Caledonian origin. 

E2168 North Stradbroke Island A canoe baler recorded as being ‘brought by ocean currents 
from New Caledonia (?)’ 

QE12602 Kowanyama Dug-out canoe, outrigger missing on beach near Kowanyama. 

QE12670 Weipa Dugout canoe missing outrigger. 

Boyd (1999:96) Bowen After a cyclone 1955. 

Boyd (1999:96) Currumbin Beach 1927 

Boyd (1999:96) Noah’s Beach, Cape Tribulation 1994 

Boyd (1999:96) Hummock Beach, north of Starke River, 
Cape York Peninsula 

1991 

Boyd (1999:96) Cape Flattery 1989 

Boyd (1999:96) Cape Hillsborough 1989 

Boyd (1999:96) Fraser Island 1979 to 1995 

 

Papua New Guinea/Torres Strait 

The Torres Strait island archipelago with 250 islands and 750 
coral reefs stretching for 150 km between Australia and New 
Guinea was a significant point of contact during the Holocene 
(McNiven 2015a, 2017, 2022; Rowland 1987, 1995, 2018). A 
well-linked trade network between Australia and New Guinea 
through the Torres Strait Islands existed by the time of 
European contact (Lawrence 1994). Such trade networks had 
the potential to spread ideas and items down the Queensland 
coast. 
 It is now generally accepted that the concept of outrigger 
canoes spread from Melanesia into northeast Australia (e.g. 
Rowland 1987, 1995, 2018). It is also clear that outriggers 
travelled far down the Queensland coast. Indeed, on linguistic 
grounds, Wood (2018) has argued that the single outrigger 
design of southeast Cape York Peninsula may derive 
specifically from the Massim area of the Papuan Tip, while 
the double outrigger design of northern Cape York Peninsula 
and Torres Strait were a form derived from Island Southeast 
Asia via the south coast of west New Guinea. 
 Rowland (1986, 1987, 1995) and McNiven (2015b) 
reviewed the extent of canoe use down the Queensland coast. 
They determined that outrigger canoes were sighted as far 
south as the Whitsunday Islands and Cape Hillsborough 
(Figure 3) (see Rowland 1986, 1987 for discussion and 
references). It is possible that outriggers were distributed even 
further south in the past, but this is difficult to confirm 
(Rowland 1986, 1987). 
 The extent of canoe penetration from Papua New Guinea 
into Australia is obviously a related and crucial issue since 
canoes could have introduced other items of material culture. 
The antiquity and extent of such penetration can only be 
speculated at present (Rowland 1995). Maritime technologies 
cited by Rowland (1987:42-43) as indicating possible 
southwards transfers via Torres Strait include harpoons with 
detachable heads (found as far south as the Keppel Islands), 
fishhooks and the stone drills used in their manufacture, 

stone-built fishtraps, and the hourglass technique of knotless 
netting. Barham (2000:233) noted that several other items of 
Queensland material culture and technology show affinities 
with southern Papua and wider Island Melanesia: cooking 
ovens, shell scrapers, stone and coral files, spear points and 
fishhooks. However, detailed comparative studies have yet to 
be undertaken. 
 Torres Strait Islanders controlled – and were selective 
over – which items entered and passed through their islands 
from further north. For example, the pig may not have reached 
Australia from New Guinea because islanders did not want 
pigs destroying their gardens (see McNiven 2008, 2022 for a 
fuller discussion). In a recent review, McNiven (2017), argues 
that Torres Strait Islander history, over thousands of years, 
reveals a series of significant transformative impacts. In each 
case, Torres Strait was incorporated into ‘ancient 
globalizations’: c.4,000 years ago (with Australia), c.3,300 
years ago (with Melanesian New Guinea), and c.500 years ago 
(with Southeast Asia). How far ripples of these 
transformations echoed into Australia has yet to be fully 
understood. Further enquiry is important and legitimate, but 
new enquiry must consider what concepts or items might also 
have moved north from Australia into Torres Strait. 
 Nevertheless, the late and nearly contemporaneous 
appearance of outrigger canoes, fishhooks and other fishing 
technology in Australia, and the fact that these items had such 
a limited distribution within Cape York, across the northern 
coastline, and down the east coast, implies diffusion is a 
worthy candidate for consideration in explaining their origins. 
Such diffusion may not have required any significant 
population movement, yet could have occurred almost 
instantaneously. The great trading systems and networks of 
local exchange combined with frequent gatherings of groups 
for ceremonies and other purposes provide a simple 
mechanism whereby new ideas could have spread throughout 
Australia. The concept of fish hooks and other items could 
then have been adapted and modified dependent on materials 
available, types of fish targeted and types of coastal environ- 
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Figure 3. Painting of outrigger canoe at Cape Hillsborough in 1843 by Edwin Augustus Porcher (Pictorial Collection, 
Australian National Library - R5073) (see Rowland 1986 for discussion). 

 
ments. Furthermore, items might be accepted or rejected in 
various areas depending on the importance of fishing in 
particular communities and the nature of their socio-economic 
systems. Much of the above discussion is hypothetical and 
does not negate the possibility that in some areas, local 
invention of fishhooks and other items did occur. Further 
archaeological research needs to be undertaken along the east 
coast of Australia to test the various scenarios. 
 

Island Melanesia 

Seafaring Capacity 
On the basis of the reduced distance of ocean crossings 
possible during the Last Glacial Maximum sea-level stand, 
and the presence of a hypothesised substantial island between 
New Caledonia and the east coast of Australia, Gibbons and 
Clunie (1986) made a claim for purposeful Pleistocene 
voyaging between the Queensland coast and New Caledonia. 
Today, the -150 m drop they proposed for the LGM low stand 
is no longer accepted. At the currently-accepted low stand of 
-120 m to -130 m, a water crossing of at least 400 km would 
have been required to reach Australia rather than the mere 180 
km proposed by Gibbons and Clunie (O’Connor 2010:46). 
Archaeological sites on the offshore islands of the Bismarck 
Archipelago at the northeast periphery of Greater Australia 
indicate that transportation and/or exchange of West New 
Britain obsidian over distances greater than 350 km occurred 
during the late Pleistocene (Fredericksen 1997). This allows 
us to imagine spheres of interaction that may have extended 
as far as the east coast of Australia. Indeed, Lilley (2019:108) 
has suggested it is not far-fetched to suggest that 
developments in Sheppard’s (2015) Solomon Sea Interaction 
Sphere led people to follow turtles west to the coast of 
Queensland. It can be noted that the Solomon Sea was visited 
from at least 3,000 years ago by long distance voyagers 
(Sheppard et al. 2015). 

Purported Melanesian Cultural Traits in Northern 
Queensland 

During the earlier half of the twentieth century, there were 
several exponents of pre-European Melanesian-Queensland 
contact. For instance, Wagner (1937) postulated a New 
Caledonian genetic signature within Queensland Indigenous 
cultures. Hamlyn-Harris (1917:31-32) similarly argued 
cultural items from the Cairns and Johnstone River areas 
might have originated with populations from the southeast of 
New Guinea, arriving with the assistance of trade winds and 
ocean currents. McCarthy (1940:302) believed Papuan-
Melanesian cultural traits could be discerned in the Cairns-
Cardwell-Atherton district. He listed the area’s bark cloth and 
wooden beaters, large axe blades, large bossed shields, long 
flattened sword clubs, and the shape of the rigid baskets. 
McCarthy concluded there was no evidence for trading canoes 
or migrants penetrating so far south from Melanesia, and that 
it was only possible at the time to state the similarities. He 
thought a plausible explanation was that trade led a colonising 
group of Papuans from Torres Strait, or elsewhere, to settle on 
this part of the coast. Unfortunately, McCarthy’s caveat that 
we can only document apparent similarities remains true to 
this day. No detailed comparative analysis has been 
undertaken of the cultural items McCarthy discussed. 
 
Purported Melanesian Physical Attributes in Tasmania 

Several early observers have gone a step further, proposing a 
link between New Caledonia and early Tasmania. This seems 
to have originated in 1792, when the French expedition 
searching for La Perouse noted differences between the 
appearance and language of the Tasmanians and the 
appearance and language of other mainland Australians. 
Subsequently, they visited New Caledonia, and speculated 
that hair and skin pigmentation of Tasmanians was more akin 
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to that of New Caledonians. In this way, theories arose 
concerning New Caledonian-Tasmanian connections 
(Mulvaney 1958:138). 
 Later, Thomas Huxley (1870; see also Pulleline 1929; 
MacIntosh 1949) argued that Tasmanians migrated from New 
Caledonia over a land bridge which had subsequently been 
submerged beneath the Pacific (Mulvaney 1958:299, 
1966:301), whilst Wood Jones (1935:11) proposed 
Tasmanian people journeyed to their homeland by a long 
canoe voyage, either from New Caledonia or some other 
island, across the south Pacific and the Tasman Sea. 
Critiquing Woods’ work, Crowther (1937:230-231) 
considered the southern Pacific and Tasman seas were 
unfavourable for canoes of the Melanesian type. He argued 
that unless there had existed a continuous series of islands, 
since submerged, no long ocean canoe voyage such as 
postulated by Wood Jones could have been possible. Instead, 
he proposed that people reached Tasmania by a slow 
migration from Melanesia or other Pacific islands, southward 
along the Australian coast and finally by canoe across Bass 
Strait. 
 All these scenarios were soundly dismissed by Davidson 
(1937), yet the New Caledonian-Tasmanian equation 
spawned the ‘trihybrid theory,’ which dominated Australian 
anthropology well into the 1960s. From fieldwork over 1938–
1939, Joseph Birdsell and Norman Tindale concluded that 
Indigenous ‘pygmy’ peoples of the Cairns rainforest were 
genetically distinct from most Australian First Nations, and 
closely related to Tasmanians. They placed the origins of this 
‘race’ in southeast Asian ‘negrito’ populations (Birdsell 1949; 
Tindale 1937-1941; Tindale and Birdsell 1941-1943). There 
is no longer evidence supporting a ‘pygmy’ population as 
defined by Tindale (Westaway and Hiscock 2005) and 
detailed critiques of the trihybrid origins of Australian First 
Nations have been provided (Grounds and Ross 2010; 
McNiven and Russell 2005). 
 Today, any direct connection between Tasmania and New 
Caledonia is considered fanciful (Blench 2008). It is currently 
accepted by archaeologists that Tasmania was settled as part 
of the mainland continent of Sahul as early as 40,000 years 
ago and was subsequently cut off from the mainland by the 
flooding of Bass Strait 14,000 years ago. This isolation is 
considered sufficient to explain Tasmanians’ cultural and 
genetic distinctiveness (Hiscock 2008). 
 
Melanesian Pottery and Fish Hooks on the Queensland 
coast? 

The Queensland coastline is extensive (c.7,000 km of 
mainland and c.6,000 km of island coastline). Limited 
archaeological research has been undertaken along its length. 
Significantly, however, where detailed archaeological 
research has been undertaken, namely on Lizard Island, the 
Whitsunday Islands and the Keppel Group, researchers have 
all concluded that there was likely some contact with areas to 
the north or with areas of the Pacific Basin. Research within 
a contact framework has only just begun and much further 
work is required. Melanesian impacts on the Queensland 
coast might only fall within the last 3,500 years though 
‘trickle down’ impacts through Torres Strait and Cape York 
might be older. 
 The Lizard Island group off the north Queensland coast 
may be considered as positioned within an area of potential 

contact from Torres Strait or the Coral Sea. Following recent 
pottery finds in Torres Strait dating back to c.2,500 years ago 
(McNiven et al. 2006) and Lapita pottery at Caution Bay 
dating c.2,600–2,900 years ago (David et al. 2011; McNiven 
et al. 2011) on the south coast of mainland Papua New 
Guinea, McNiven et al. (2011:5; see also Clark and Bedford 
2008; Bedford 2012:12) have claimed that ‘the presence of 
pottery-bearing Melanesian peoples on Australia’s doorstep 
allows hypotheses for Melanesian cultural influences down 
the Australian east coast over the past 3000 years’. This 
hypothesised southward extension would be best justified by 
the discovery of ceramic sherds of possible Melanesian origin 
in the intertidal zone at Lizard Island (Dickinson 2006; 
Felgate 2007; Felgate et al. 2013; Lentfer et al. 2013; Tochilin 
et al. 2012). More recently, Ulm and McNiven (2021) have 
reported the recovery of ‘dozens’ of pottery sherds in 
excavations at South Island in the Lizard Island Group dating 
to between 2,000 and 3,000 years ago. Further details of these 
finds is yet to be published. In related research, Fitzpatrick et 
al. (2018) demonstrated through a comparative stylistic 
analysis of stone arrangements constructed on the Lizard 
Island Group that while most are predominately of local 
stylistic construction, some arrangements exhibit cultural 
influences from neighbouring areas such as Torres Strait and 
the southwest Pacific. At this point, caution is still required 
over such results, as it is known that the islands were visited 
by multicultural fishing crews, mainly Melanesian peoples 
from the southwest Pacific, during the colonial period 
(Waterson et al. 2013). 
 For the Whitsunday Islands, Barker (2004:148) indicates 
that maritime/coastal inter-regional exchange and interaction 
may have placed these islands on the periphery of wider 
dynamic systems with links to northeastern Cape York 
Peninsula, Torres Strait and Melanesia from about 3,000 BP. 
The use in the Whitsunday Islands of a range of material 
culture items characteristic of northern coastal peoples, such 
as outrigger canoes, turtle-shell fishhooks and broad-bladed 
and decorated canoe paddles, demonstrates these northern 
coastal links. Rowland (1982; for a recent summary see 
Rowland et al. 2015) has long argued that external contact 
may have occurred as far south as the Keppel Islands based 
on the presence of fishhooks and other cultural items. 
 
‘Melanesian’ Adze Finds on the East Coast 

Occasionally, artefacts of possible Pacific origin appear in 
Australian collections. Some have been recovered in recent 
decades from the Bribie Island and Sunshine Coast regions of 
southeast Queensland. These are adzes, used primarily for 
wood-working. It is probable these examples derive from 
indentured South Sea Islander labourers employed in sugar 
cane fields in the mid to late nineteenth century who came 
from Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and New Caledonia (Michael 
Strong, pers. comm., 2019) (Figure 4). 
 Two other adzes have an Australian connection, one with 
a First Nations person, the other from its find spot in a local 
shell midden. A third adze was found in proximity to a land 
fill, although in natural bushland. Another two polished basalt 
adzes have been reported from near Buderim but have not 
been physically examined. The second-mentioned adze was 
found in a large shell midden adjacent to a major historical 
campsite at Bongaree on Bribie Island. It was examined by Dr 
Mark Moore at the University of New England in 2014. He 



 

https://doi.org/10.25120/qar.25.2022.3889  Queensland Archaeological Research | Vol. 25 | 2022 | 55 

found that its closest morphology was to lenticular and 
rectangular adzes made in the Langda area in West Papua. 
Cane worker origins cannot be attributed to this specific item, 
as it is extremely unlikely that an adze from the highlands of 
West Papua came into the possession of ‘black-birded’ 
Melanesians and then made its way into a local midden. 
Another adze of probable Pacific origin was donated to the 
Abbey Museum (Caboolture) in 2013, originally collected 
from a First Nations man. This specimen is similar in shape 
to the previously-mentioned adze, but smaller and composed 
of polished black basalt. 
 
Polynesia 

Navigational Capacity 

The next arena of navigation worth exploring is that of 
Polynesian groups. Their proficiency at seafaring has long 
been recognised. Austronesians spread very rapidly 
throughout the Pacific and across the Indian Ocean, from 
Indonesia to Madagascar, a distance of greater than 6,000 km 
(Blench 2010; Fitzpatrick and Callaghan 2008). From bases 
on the Western Pacific rim, groups of voyagers were able to 
successfully cross open ocean distances of at least 2,300 km 
in the northwest Pacific Ocean (Hung et al. 2011) and at least 
900 km into the southwest Pacific (Denham et al. 2012; Nunn 
2007) to colonise unoccupied islands. Compelling evidence 
has accrued from the southwest Pacific that pioneer groups 
which initially sailed southeast against the wind subsequently 
returned downwind (Burley 2013; Irwin 2008; Nunn and 
Carson 2015). 
 There is now sound evidence that both planned and drift 
voyages occurred over very long distances (Best 1918; Finney 
1977, 1995). Polynesian migration expanded beyond the 
Polynesian Triangle of Hawai’i, New Zealand and Easter 
Island. It reached Polynesian outliers in Melanesia, extremely 
remote specks in the temperate Pacific (Pitcairn and Norfolk), 
and even the subantarctic Auckland Islands, 350 km south of 
Stewart Island (Anderson 2005). Māori narratives suggest 
familiarity with sea ice, icebergs and bull-kelp fully 1000 km 
south of New Zealand (Wehi et al. in press). 
 Impressively, after initial settlement, long-distance 
interisland voyaging apparently continued (Johns et al. 2014). 
Obsidian artefacts from New Zealand have been found on 
both the Chatham and Kermadec Islands, indicating ‘two-
way’ journeys approaching over 1600 km (Leach et al. 1986). 
Pacific rat mtDNA analysed by Matisoo-Smith et al. (1998) 
suggests that multiple contacts occurred between east 
Polynesia, New Zealand and Hawai’i, despite these 
archipelagos lying 1,000–5,900 km apart. Geochemical 
analysis of exotic stone artifacts from a well-dated 
archaeological site in the Cook Islands, matching artefacts to 
their geological sources, verified the existence of a 
geographical voyaging network beyond the Cook Islands to 
the Austral, Samoa and Marquesas archipelagos – up to 2,400 
km (Weisler et al. 2016). Thus, Polynesians certainly had the 
capacity to repeatedly span distances far greater than the 
expanse between their islands and Australia. 
 
 

 

Figure 4. Adze 1: Small basalt adze (Q03668) donated to 
the Abbey Museum of Art and Archaeology by Mrs Jan 
Heitske in 2013. The adze was given to her by a friend, 
Joan Francis, whose great uncle, William (‘Billy’) 
McPherson (c.1860s) used to run cattle on Bribie Island. 
The adze was given to him by an Aboriginal man 
(Photograph: © Abbey Museum). Adze 2: Polished basalt 
adze found in 1940 by Ron Mullen near the former site of 
a large historical Aboriginal camp on Bribie Island 
(Photograph: Michael Strong, Turnstone Archaeology). 
Adze 3: Polished basalt adze found at Sandstone Point. It 
possibly may have come to Moreton Bay via Maori sailors 
on early whaling ships and perhaps exchanged with the 
Aboriginal people of Bribie Island or the nearby mainland 
(Photograph: Michael Strong, Turnstone Archaeology). 
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Figure 5. Whitsunday Island polished axe 21.5 cm long, 
11.6 cm-wide and 1.5 cm-thick. It was identified as an 
‘extremely fine-grained olivine diabase’ (Virchow 
1884:590). 
 

Polynesian Adze Finds 

An adze assessed by Michael Strong is different from the 
other two mentioned above. It is a large highly polished adze, 
squarish in section. It is thought to have come from New 
Zealand. One possible conduit for this item could be Māori 
sailors – the crew of whaling ships in Moreton Bay (Michael 
Strong, pers. comm., 2019), although nineteenth century 
Māori whalers did not generally bring or make traditional 
artefacts during their work as they had sufficient access to 
Western tools. The Anthropology Museum, University of 
Queensland holds an adze blade (Reg No 8240) from Nudgee 
Waterhole, Brisbane that may be of Pacific origin, but no 
details are provided on its context (Jane Willcock, pers. 
comm., 2019). 
 
Other Purported Polynesian Influences 

Polynesian expansion was late and certainly rapid and 
extensive. Thus, if it had an impact on Australia, it would have 
been limited in time. It has been proposed that the New 
Zealand Māori knew of Australia (Pearce and Pearce 2011), 
but the issue is complex and the evidence tenuous at best (Tent 
and Geraghty 2012). A suggestion that Māori knew of 
Taniwha or crocodile has been dismissed (Maddock 1988). 
 Another ‘possible influence’ relates to dogs. The cranial 
morphology of a dog skeleton excavated from Pakapuka 
(Wale), in the Northern Cook Islands, suggested to Shigehara 
et al. (1993) evidence of racial or economic contact between 
Australia and Polynesia in late prehistory. However, 

similarities between the Pakapuka dog and Australian dogs 
has since been dismissed by Clark (1998). 

Evidence of tattooing amongst Australian First Nations 
could provide another possible link with the Pacific Basin, as 
tattooing was widely practiced in the latter region. Tattooing 
as commonly understood was not practiced in Australia, but 
body scarification and painting were widespread (Gorman 
2000; Haebich 2008). Early observers assumed a relationship 
must have existed between tattooing and scarification, to the 
point that they used the two terms interchangeably. 
‘Tattooing’ is still used in this fashion by some researchers 
(e.g. Arnold 2015:13 describes the body markings on three 
people at Botany Bay in a drawing by R. Cleveley of the First 
Fleet as ‘tattooing’). Although the two practices differ 
significantly, some studies have shown there is overlap in the 
process involved (Gorman 2000:68, 95, Figure 3.7, 2008:97; 
Plomley 1992:39). 
 
Norfolk and Lord Howe Island: Cultural Crossroads 

Norfolk Island sits 1397 km east of Byron Bay (New South 
Wales). This places it at the crossroads between Australia, 
Polynesia (New Zealand being 1000 km from Norfolk Island) 
and Melanesia (New Caledonia being 934 km from Norfolk 
Island). The presence of exotic plants such as bananas, the 
Polynesian rat (Rattus exulans), and Polynesian artefacts 
found scattered across various areas of the coast and inland 
alerted Norfolk’s European discoverers to the prehistoric 
presence of a Polynesian population (Anderson and White 
2001; Hoare 1988; Specht 1978, 1993). That community was 
extinct by the time the island was discovered (1774 CE), but 
excavations and surveys by the Norfolk Island Prehistory 
Project (1995–1999) confirmed that it thrived for over two 
centuries (1200–1400 CE), attaining a population at its zenith 
of several hundred inhabitants. The community also persisted 
in a much-reduced form (perhaps as visits associated with 
fishing trips) until 1600 CE or later (Anderson and White 
2001:138-139). 
 Norfolk Island’s lithic remains indicate that throughout its 
history, the island community was fairly isolated. However, 
the bulk of obsidian lithic material at the main and earliest site 
(Emily Bay) derived from the Kermadec Islands and also one 
piece from New Zealand (Turner et al. 2001). During the 
1790s, various Polynesian cultivates and perishable items of 
Tongan and Māori design – canoe fragments, a wooden 
image, portion of a fly whisk – were found around the island, 
suggesting sporadic Polynesian visits continued until shortly 
before European settlement, or perhaps during the period 
between discovery (1774 CE) and settlement (1790s CE; see 
Anderson and White 2001:6). 
 Thus, it appears the Polynesian Norfolk Islanders had 
enough time (200–400 years), resources, population numbers 
and geographical knowledge to journey to Australia. The 
Kermadecs, where Norfolk Islanders sourced their obsidian, 
lie virtually the same distance as required to reach the nearest 
Australian coast. It is also clear that such voyages could be 
conducted even with minimal sailing craft. In 1853, eight 
Norfolk Island convicts stole a tiny whaleboat and sailed the 
entire distance to Stradbroke Island, Queensland (Thomson 
1967:277). 
 Nevertheless, convincing proof of contact between 
Norfolk Island and Australia remains elusive. ‘An Australian 
style blade’ (Hoare 1998:13) was discovered on the island and 
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petrological studies indicate it was an Australian ground stone 
axe from the Nepean River near Sydney. This might indicate 
it was a curio collected in Australia, perhaps part of the cargo 
of the Sirus wreck of 1790 (McBryde and Watchman 1993). 
Another possibility is that it arrived with an Eora convict such 
as Bush Musquito or Bulldog. Both these men were 
incarcerated on Norfolk during the 1790s–1810s (Donohue 
1986:13, 74). 
 Better evidence of contact with Norfolk comes from New 
South Wales. A quadrangular basalt adze collected at Dark 
Point in 1928 was at the time described as of undoubted 
Polynesian origin (Thorpe 1929:123). Later, it was thought to 
be of local origin (McCarthy 1953:256). More recently, White 
et al. (2014:135) compared it with a wide range of Pacific 
basalts, including those from New Zealand, Australia, the 
Bismarck Archipelago, East Polynesia and Norfolk Island. 
They concluded it was made from Norfolk Island basalt and 
that ‘it is not inconceivable that a canoe equipped with 
Polynesian material culture arrived either at Dark Point or 
Broughton Island.’ They also note that one-piece shell fish 
hooks began to be made along the New South Wales coast 
some 800–900 years ago (coinciding with the Polynesian 
settlement of Norfolk Island). They consider the simplest 
explanation is a Polynesian stimulus for appearance of these 
fish hooks. However, the best that can be said is that ‘No-one 
knows, but it remains an intriguing possibility’ (Flannery 
1994:174). More recently, based on an increase in the fire 
regime on Broughton Island at ~600 years ago, together with 
evidence of the stone adze at Dark Point, Mooney et al. 
(2020), speculate there may be a link with Polynesian 
settlement on Norfolk Island which occurred at this time. 
However, they accept that much further research would be 
required to confirm this. 

In examining Norfolk Island assemblages, Anderson and 
White (2001:140) conclude there are ‘some intriguing 
historical matters that are worth pursuing’. One issue is 
whether any of the possible East Polynesian adzes that have 
been found on the east coast of Australia have a Norfolk 
Island origin. The implications of obsidian transfer to Norfolk 
Island also invite further consideration through sourcing 
studies in the region around Norfolk Island, notably New 
Zealand, New Caledonia and southern Vanuatu. 
 Anderson and White (2001:139) consider a number of 
possibilities to account for Norfolk’s rapid decline, including 
sailing north to New Caledonia or Vanuatu. Their evidence 
for this is that a Māori word is used in Vanuatu for the only 
domestic animal there (kuri = dog). Another option Anderson 
and White propose is that the islanders sailed west to 
Australia, following the tradition of their ancestors in sailing 
west. Earthquake and tsunami activity in the 1400s might 
have triggered an abandonment of Norfolk Island (Bryant et 
al. 2007; Goff and McFadgen 2003). 
 Curiously, if such voyagers did travel west, they missed, 
or had minimal interest, in the only other island worth settling: 
Lord Howe, a mere 742 km east of Brisbane. It lies halfway 
between Norfolk and Australia. Although the island is highly 
visible, habitable, and difficult to bypass in most sea journeys 
between Norfolk and Australia, no evidence has yet emerged 
for pre-European occupation. It has been suggested that this 
anomaly may be due to the obliteration of Lord Howe’s 
coastal regions during the same tsunami that impacted 
Norfolk Island (Abbott 2003). Despite extensive excavations 

(Anderson 2003; Owens 2008) no Polynesian artefacts have 
been located on the island. The Lord Howe Museum has never 
received Polynesian stone artefacts or the signature 
Polynesian Rat (Ian Hatton, pers. comm., 2021). 
 Some researchers claimed coconut groves existed on Lord 
Howe Island at the time of its discovery (Owens 2008:59), but 
this was likely another palm species, as the island lies 
hundreds of kilometres south of the limit at which the tree can 
grow (Ian Hutton, pers. comm., 2021). The abrupt and 
unexplained Holocene extinction of the island’s once prolific 
meiolaniids (horned turtle) species, may have occurred 
relatively recently (White et al. 2010; Hawkins et al. 2016). 
Elsewhere in the western Pacific, meiolanid extinction is 
linked to long-distance turtle-hunting expeditions by Lapita 
seafarers c.1000–300 BCE. However, the consensus is that 
Lord Howe extinctions probably occurred long before people 
entered island Melanesia (Ian Hutton, pers. comm., 2021). 
 
Discussion 

The impressive seafaring feats of Pacific Islanders led many 
researchers to assert that they would have visited Australia. 
However, despite this being proposed for over a century (e.g. 
Thorpe 1929:194; Tylor 1878:202), evidence remains 
inconclusive or minimal. 
 Various scenarios have been proposed to explain this 
anomaly. Keegan and Diamond (1987:72-73) thought it likely 
that Polynesians reached Australia but were either killed on 
arrival, prevented from settling, or assimilated. By contrast, 
Irwin (1992:100, 2008; see also Avis et al. 2007; Lilley 2019), 
who pioneered comprehensive simulation studies of Pacific 
navigation, argued that evidence either already exists or 
simply awaits discovery. Irwin believed Polynesians probably 
reached the continental limits of their island world (i.e. 
Australia and the New World) many times, accidentally or 
otherwise. Irwin claimed some Pacific artefacts had already 
been found on Australia’s northeastern coast, though he 
provides no details on their archaeological context (Irwin 
1992:100). He also claimed Lapita culture had such a 
conspicuous material culture, that evidence will eventually be 
found, perhaps in areas of the northern coast on Great Barrier 
Reef islands (Irwin 1992:145). Recent simulation studies 
using a more accurate range of data seem to support Irwin’s 
surmise, indicating that navigation in the Coral and Solomon 
Seas was not only possible but likely, with links with Lizard 
Island highly probable (Dousset and Di Pazza, 2021). 
 Another reason for ‘limited evidence’ may be the very late 
spread of both Melanesians and Austronesian peoples 
throughout the Pacific, meaning their artefacts may be too 
recent to be readily discerned amidst post-European 
Polynesian materials in collections or archaeological strata. 
With the exception of the Solomon Islands, human presence 
in island Melanesia mostly dates within the last 4,000 years. 
The full extent of the Polynesian Triangle was only colonised 
in the last 1,000 years (Carson 2018). The largest source of 
potential seafarers close to Australia were Māori. New 
Zealand archaeological and linguistic evidence indicate New 
Zealand was only colonised 800 to 1000 years ago from 
islands to the north and northeast, with ‘Classic’ Māori culture 
not emerging until c.1500 CE (Hurles et al. 2003). Thus, 
contact between New Zealand and Australia may only have 
been possible in fairly recent centuries. 
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 Another part of the problem of ‘limited evidence’ may lie 
in accurately locating purported Pacific artefacts within 
Australian collections, and fully assessing their origin or 
context. Surprisingly, very little investigation of this type has 
been conducted. For example, Irwin notes there are certainly 
references to foreign stone axes in early literature (e.g. 
Kennedy 1949; Virchow 1884), but if these items are still in 
collections, they have yet to be afforded modern scientific 
investigation. One item from Whitsunday Island was 
purportedly a large polished axe 21.5 cm-long, 11.6 cm-wide 
and 1.5 cm-thick (Figure 5). It was identified as an ‘extremely 
fine-grained olivine diabase’ (Virchow 1884:590). Attempts 
to locate this item in a German museum have so far been 
unsuccessful. From Virchow’s description it appears to be an 
alkali basalt (phenocrysts of olivine with augite and 
plagioclase microphenocryst/groundmass phases). This is not 
a particularly diagnostic rock type (Scott Bryan, pers. comm., 
2019). Ceramic sherds of possible Melanesian origin have 
been found on Lizard Island but, their origin has yet to be fully 
investigated (Felgate 2007; Ulm and McNiven 2021). Based 
on sand temper analysis it has been suggested the ceramics 
were locally produced. 
 Another issue blurring assessment of artefacts is the fact 
that escapee New Caledonian and Polynesian convicts, 
Polynesian whaling crews, and Polynesian castaways are 
known to have lived in the Queensland ‘bush’ since the 1820s 
(Clive Moore, pers. comm., 6 May 2019). At least a few of 
these individuals may have manufactured tools according to 
their accustomed technologies. More certain is the fact that 
the thousands of indentured Vanuatu and Solomon Island 
cane-workers who laboured around Queensland are known to 
have occasionally brought traditional adzes and other tools 
and weapons with them from their home islands during the 
1860s–1880s (Dixon 1928). Thus Melanesian finds in 
Australia are not necessarily ancient. 
 
Conclusion: Strategies for Future Research 

Based on indications of potential external contacts, we might 
wish to develop a research strategy for the future concerning 
Pacific-Australia contacts. As William Halse Rivers 
(1926:161) long ago noted, such a strategy would be premised 
on the view that it is difficult to imagine ‘a mass of land so 
vast as Australia should have been untouched by peoples who 
reached Easter Island, New Zealand and Madagascar.’ For 
Rivers: 
 

The history of Australian culture becomes far easier 
to understand if there has been a gradual infiltration 
of small bodies of seafaring peoples at many points 
on the coast, not merely on the more accessible 
western and northern shores, but all along the eastern 
and even the southern coasts (Rivers 1926:162). 

 

 Australian archaeologists are now open to such views. 
Lilley (2019:110) asserts that we can no longer assume 
Australia and the Pacific were entirely separate realms in the 
past. He suggests the Austronesian-Lapita phenomenon 
displays an internal dynamic strong enough to potentially link 
it to the Australian mainland. However, currently evidence of 
contact remains insufficient. If anything, as highlighted 
above, genetic evidence currently suggests minimal contact. 
We must also note that any such contact was unlikely to be a 
one-way process. 

 A key aspect of any future research strategy should 
include more detailed archaeological investigations along the 
entire east coast of Australia. Studies of museum collections 
containing items of apparent foreign origin need also to be 
undertaken, although the majority of these might belong to the 
contact period. This would involve detailed analysis and 
sourcing of existing archaeological and museum finds (i.e. 
raw materials exotic to a region). 
 An analysis of oral histories may also be revealing. For 
example, Fox (1899:8) noted that the Mamburra tribe of St 
Lawrence record that a very long time ago before the 
Mamburra tribe had any marriage or other ceremonies, 
Coorooma the good spirit came in a large outrigger canoe 
from a long way across the saltwater or sea (Coolorra). He 
was said to have stayed with them a short time and taught 
them many things. 
 Finally, as McNiven (1993:28) has noted, there are four 
conditions that archaeologists should consider in establishing 
evidence of information flow (diffusion) into a region. First, 
a cultural trait must be a new addition into the region, be of 
local manufacture, and exhibit no evidence of an in situ 
developmental history (though later modifications might 
occur). Second, an external origin for a trait must be found. 
The closer the potential source area to the study (adopter) 
region, the more plausible the diffusion hypothesis. Third, a 
diffused trait must exist in the potential source area 
immediately prior to its uptake in the study (adopter) region. 
Finally, some form of social linkage between a diffusion 
source and potential trait adopter should be identified to 
provide a mechanism and processual baseline for inferences 
concerning the transfer of information. 
 While the evidence for external contact across northern 
Australia is indisputable (McNiven 2017; Rowland 2018), 
evidence for contact between eastern Australia and the Pacific 
Basin remains minimal. This is surprising. There are over 
20,000 islands in the Pacific Basin and an east Australian 
coastline in excess of 15,000 km. If this lack of contact is a 
true reflection of reality, then more research needs to be 
undertaken to investigate why Melanesian and Polynesian 
seafarers who undertook voyages over great distances in the 
Pacific did not reach Australia. An alternative scenario is that 
small scale contacts were made but the evidence was rapidly 
absorbed into established populations. Herein lies a future 
challenge for archaeologists, physical anthropologists and 
linguists to focus research. 
 It is equally possible that the inconclusive evidence for 
contact simply reflects a lack of sufficient research along the 
east coast of Australia on this specific problem. While 
archaeological research that focuses on external contact has 
increased in recent years we agree with McNiven (2006) that 
a younger generation of archaeologists has shown less interest 
in this area of study. 
 Archaeologists and others should continue to determine 
which innovations reached Australia from external sources 
and were incorporated into local societies. Equally, enquiry 
should continue into why many of the adaptations and 
inventions in areas in the Pacific Basin and to the north of 
Australia did not reach Australia. It will remain of interest to 
know why some of the innovations made in New Guinea did 
not reach Australia through Torres Strait with a pathway of 
many intervening islands over a distance of only 150 km 
(Rowland 2018). Such enquiry is important and legitimate, 
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but the old diffusionary views that innovations moved from 
an advanced area to a backward area must be rigorously 
avoided. New enquiry must also consider what concepts or 
items might have moved north and possibly west from 
Australia. 
 Archaeological research has so far contributed little to 
defining areas of culture contact yet may do so by establishing 
chronological controls on possible introduced items. It is 
possible that contact occurred over such a long time period 
and at irregular intervals that it will remain difficult to define 
a chronological sequence. This is especially true if contact 
originated from various points at different time periods and 
extended at different rates and directions across Australia. 
Much evidence, in the form of perishable items of material 
culture, would be unlikely to survive over long periods of 
time. Indeed, most of the present evidence for culture contact 
is based on observations of material culture in use throughout 
the period of European contact. This makes it difficult to 
separate traditional cultural items from those influenced by 
possible contact (Rowland 1995). 
 One certainty is that about 3,500 years ago, outrigger and 
dug-out canoes were introduced into northern Australia. This 
enabled a greater use of the sea and offshore islands and 
empowered the development of groups of marine specialists 
with a broad-spectrum fishing technology probably 
introduced with the canoes (Rowland 1995, 2018). This seems 
more than coincidentally related to the expansion of people in 
the Pacific at around the same period. 
 The potential of the east coast to reveal evidence of contact 
was recognised by Irwin (1992) among others, but the extent 
of archaeological investigations into this possibility has been 
extremely limited. Recent investigations on the Lizard Island 
Group, the Whitsunday Islands and Keppel Islands are 
offering hints of such contact but much further work has yet 
to be undertaken. 
 In sum, there remains in our view a connection between 
worldwide environmental changes at around 3,500 years ago 
(Rowland 1983), expansion of Austronesian-speaking people 
into the Pacific (Rowland 1980, 1987, 1995) and 
transformations that began to occur in Australian societies at 
this time. First Nations Australians encountered other peoples 
through Torres Strait and possibly from the Pacific Basin. 
This does not deny these societies their own internal 
dynamics. It simply shifts the focus from the population in 
isolation to one that was part of a larger universe of ideas and 
impacts. This makes the dynamics of such societies even more 
interesting as they accepted, rejected or modified ideas 
(Rowland 1995, 2018). Limited archaeological research has 
to date been undertaken along the extensive east coast of 
Australia to resolve these issues but future work offers 
exciting prospects. 
 
Acknowledgements 

Our appreciation first and foremost to Professor Sean Ulm, James 
Cook University, for his ongoing support and editorial skills. Dr Brit 
Asmussen (Indigenous Cultures, Queensland Museum) and Dr 
Stephen Nichols (Cultural Heritage Unit, Department of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Brisbane) assisted with 
information on drift canoes. Michael Aird (Director, Anthropology 
Museum, The University of Queensland) provided the newspaper 
reference to the canoe from Currumbin Beach. Thanks to Jane 
Willcock, (Anthropology Museum, The University of Queensland) 
for searching relevant museum records. Michael Strong (Turnstone 

Archaeology) provided details of the cultural items from Bribie 
Island and Dr Mark Moore (School of Humanities, Arts, and Social 
Sciences, University of New England) kindly provided a copy of his 
report. Dr Alice Gorman (College of Humanities, Arts and Social 
Science, Flinders University) provided information on the ‘evidence’ 
for tattooing in Australia. We are grateful to Dr Petra Lennig 
(Berliner Medizinhistorisches Museum der Charite´ Berlin) and 
Petra Rösike (Museum für Vor-und Frühgeschichte, Berlin) for 
attempting (unsuccessfully) to track down the stone axe from 
Whitsunday Island collected by Rudolph Virchow and to Dr Bob 
Bultitude (Geological Survey of Queensland, Brisbane) and 
Associate Professor Scott Bryan (Queensland University of 
Technology, Brisbane) for attempts to identify the source material of 
the axe. Thanks also to Emeritus Professor Atholl Anderson (The 
Australian National University) and Emeritus Professor Clive Moore 
(The University of Queensland) for comments on aspects of this 
research. Helen Brackin, Team Leader (Heritage Management, 
Norfolk Island Regional Council) and Maree Evans (Norfolk Island 
Museum) greatly assisted with Norfolk Island collections and advice 
on current research there. We are also thankful to Ian Hutton, Curator 
of the Lord Howe Island Visitor Centre/Museum, for his advice on 
Lord Howe archaeology. Thanks to Dr Jo Kamminga for discussions 
on an early version of this paper. Thanks to Damien O’Grady (ARC 
Centre of Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage, James 
Cook University) for producing Figures 1 and 2. 
 
References 
Abbott, D.H., A. Matzen and S.F. Pekar 2003 Did a bolide impact 
cause catastrophic tsunamis in Australia and New Zealand? 
Geological Society of America Annual Meeting 2-5 November 2003. 
Seattle, Washington. 

Anderson, A. 2003 Investigating early settlement on Lord Howe 
Island. Australian Archaeology 57:98–102. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
03122417.2003.11681767 

Anderson, A. 2005 Subpolar settlement in south Polynesia. Antiquity 
79:791–800. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003598X00114930 

Anderson, A. 2006a Islands of exile: Ideological motivation in 
maritime migration. The Journal of Island and Coastal Archaeology 
1(1):33–47. https://doi.org/10.1080/15564890600579858 

Anderson, A. 2006b Polynesian seafaring and American horizons: A 
response to Jones and Klar. American Antiquity 71(4):759–763. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/40035888 

Anderson, A. and P. White 2001 Prehistoric settlement on Norfolk 
Island and its Oceanic context. In A. Anderson and P. White (eds), 
The Prehistoric Archaeology of Norfolk Island, Southwest Pacific, 
pp.135–141. Records of the Australian Museum, Supplement 27. 
Sydney: Australian Museum. https://doi.org/10.3853/j.0812-
7387.27.2001.1348 

Anderson, S. 2009 Pelletier: The Forgotten Castaway of Cape York. 
Melbourne: Melbourne Books. 

Arnold, B. 2015 Bark-Canoes of Australia and South-East Asia 
(English text without illustrations). Le Locle, Editions G d’Encre (Le 
tour du monde en 80 pirogues, Part Two). 

Avis, C., M. Álvaro and A. Weaver 2007 The discovery of Western 
Oceania: A new perspective. The Journal of Island and Coastal 
Archaeology 2(2):197–209. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
15564890701518557 

Balme, J., S. O’Connor and S. Fallon 2018 New dates on dingo bones 
from Madura Cave provide oldest firm evidence for arrival of the 
species in Australia. Nature Scientific Reports. 8:9933. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-28324-x 

 

 



 

60 | 2022 | Vol. 25 | Queensland Archaeological Research Rowland and Kerkhove 

Barham, A.J. 2000 Late Holocene maritime societies in the Torres 
Strait Islands, northern Australia – Cultural arrival or cultural 
emergence? In S. O’Connor and P. Veth (eds), East of Wallace’s 
Line: Studies of Past and Present Maritime Cultures of the Indo-
Pacific Region, pp.223–314. Modern Quaternary Research in 
Southeast Asia 16. Rotterdam: A.A. Balkema. 

Barker, B. 2004 The Sea People: Late-Holocene Maritime 
Specialisation in the Whitsunday Islands, Central Queensland. Terra 
Australia 20. Canberra: Pandanus Books. 

Baudouin, L. and P. Lebrun 2009 Coconut (Cocos nucifera L.) DNA 
studies support the hypothesis of an ancient Austronesian migration 
from Southeast Asia to America. Genetics Resources and Crop 
Evolution 56:257–262. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10722-008-9362-6 

Bedford, S. 2012 Lapita and pre-Lapita sites on the south New 
Guinea coast: Next stop mainland Australia. Australian Archaeology 
75:12–13. https://doi.org/10.1080/03122417.2012.11681946 

Bellwood, P. 2013 First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global 
Perspective. London: Wiley Blackwell. 

Best, E. 1918 Polynesian navigators: Their exploration and 
settlement of the Pacific. Geographical Review 5(3):169–182. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/207638 

Bird, M.I., R.J. Beaman, S.A. Condie, A. Cooper, S. Ulm and P. 
Veth. 2018 Palaeogeography and voyage modeling indicates early 
human colonization of Australia was likely from Timor-Roti. 
Quaternary Science Reviews 191:431–439. https://doi.org/ 
10.1016/j.quascirev.2018.04.027 

Bird, M.I., S.A. Condie, S. O’Connor, D. O’Grady, C. Reepmeyer, 
S. Ulm, M. Zega, F. Saltré and C.J.A Bradshaw 2019 Early human 
settlement of Sahul was not an accident. Nature Scientific Reports 
9:8220. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-019-42946-9 

Birdsell, J. 1949 Results of the Harvard-Adelaide Universities 
Anthropological Expedition, 1938-39: The racial origins of the 
extinct Tasmanians. Records of the Queen Victoria Museum. II 
(3):105-122. 

Blench, R. 2008 The languages of the Tasmanians and their relation 
to the peopling of Australia: Sensible and wild theories. Australian 
Archaeology 67:13–18. https://doi.org/10.1080/03122417. 
2008.11681875 

Blench, R. 2010 Evidence for the Austronesian voyages in the Indian 
Ocean. In A. Anderson, J H. Barrett and K.V. Boyle (eds), The 
Global Origins and Development of Seafaring, pp.239–248. 
Cambridge: McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research. 

Blust, R.A. 2009 Remapping the Austronesian expansion. In B. 
Evans (ed.), Discovering History Through Language: Papers in 
Honour of Malcolm Ross, pp.1-25. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics 
Publishers. 

Bouckaert, R., C. Bowern and Q. D. Atkinson 2018 The origin and 
expansion of Pama-Nyungan languages across Australia. Nature 
Ecology and Evolution 2(4):741–749. https://doi.org/10.1038/ 
s41559-018-0489-3 

Boyd, W.E. 1999 The probable origin of a wooden dug-out canoe 
discovered in the Solitary Islands Marine Park, eastern Australia. 
Bulletin of the Australian Institute of Maritime Archaeology 23:93–
98. 

Bradshaw, C.J.A., S. Ulm, A.N. Williams, M.I. Bird, R.G. Roberts, 
Z. Jacobs, F. Laviano, L. Weyrich, T. Friedrich, K. Norman and F. 
Saltré 2019 Minimum founding populations for the first peopling of 
Sahul. Nature Ecology and Evolution 3:1057–1063. https://doi.org/ 
10.1038/s41559-019-0902-6. 

 

 

Brinkman, R., E. Wolanski, E. Deleersnijder, F. McAllister and W. 
Skirving 2001 Oceanic inflow from the Coral Sea into the Great 
Barrier Reef. Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science 54(4):655–668. 
https://doi.org/10.1006/ecss.2001.0850 

Bruce, J. 1970 From Ecuador to Mooloolaba. The Australian 
Women’s Weekly. Wednesday 25 November:8. 

Bryan, S.E., A.G. Cook, J.P. Evans, K. Hebden, L. Hurrey, P. Colls, 
J.S. Jell, D. Weatherley and J. Firn 2012 Rapid, long-distance 
dispersal by pumice rafting. PLoS ONE 7(7):e40583. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0040583 

Bryant, E.A, G. Walsh and D. Abbott 2007 Cosmogenic mega-
tsunami in the Australia region: Are they supported by Aboriginal 
and Maori legends? In L. Piccardi and W.B. Masse (eds), Myth and 
Geology, pp.203–214. Special Publications 273. London: Geological 
Society, London. https://doi.org/10.1144/GSL.SP.2007.273.01.16 

Burley, D.V. 2013 Fijian polygenesis and the Melanesian/Polynesian 
divide. Current Anthropology 54(4):436–462. https://doi.org/ 
10.1086/671195 

Burmeister, S. 2000 Archaeology and migration – Approaches to an 
archaeological proof of migration. Current Anthropology 41(4):539–
567. https://doi.org/10.1086/317383 

Burrage, D.M, C.R. Steinberg, W.J. Skirving and J.A. Kleypas 1996 
Mesoscale circulation features of the Great Barrier Reef Region 
inferred from satellite imagery. Remote Sensing Environment 
56(1):21–41. https://doi.org/10.1016/0034-4257(95)00226-X 

Carson, M.T. 2018 Archaeology of Pacific Oceania: Inhabiting a 
Sea of Islands. London: Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/ 
9781315105062 

Choukroun, S., P.V. Ridd, R. Brinkman and L.I.W. McKinna 2010 
On the surface circulation in the western Coral Sea and residence 
times in the Great Barrier Reef. Journal of Geophysical Research 
115(C6):6013. https://doi.org/10.1029/2009JC005761 

Clark, G. 1998 Prehistoric contact between Australia and Polynesia: 
The Pukapuka dog re-examined. International Journal of 
Osteoarchaeology 8:116–122. https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1099-
1212(199803/04)8:2<116::AID-OA402>3.0.CO;2-%23 

Clark, G. and S. Bedford 2008 Friction zones in Lapita colonisation. 
In G. Clark, F. Leach and S. O’Connor (eds), Islands of Inquiry: 
Colonisation, Seafaring and the Archaeology of Maritime 
Landscapes, pp.59–73. Terra Australis 29. Canberra: ANU E Press. 
https://doi.org/10.22459/TA29.06.2008.04 

Clarkson, C., Z. Jacobs, B. Marwick, R. Fullagar, L. Wallis, M. 
Smith, R.G. Roberts, E. Hayes, K. Lowe, X. Carah, S.A. Florin, J. 
McNeill, D. Cox, L.J. Arnold, Q. Hua, J. Huntley, H.E.A. Brand, T. 
Manne, A. Fairbairn, J. Shulmeister, L. Lyle, M. Salinas, M. Page, 
K. Connell, G. Park, K. Norman, T. Murphy and C. Pardoe 2017 
Human occupation of northern Australia by 65,000 years ago. Nature 
547:306–310. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature22968 

Clement, C.R., D. Zizumbo-Villarreal, C.H. Brown, R.G. Ward, A. 
Alves-Pereira and H.C. Harries 2013 Coconuts in the Americas. The 
Botanical Review 79:342–370. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12229-013-
9121-z 

Courtney, C., D. Dominey-Howes, J. Goff, C. Chagué, A.D. Switzer 
and B. McFadgen 2012 A synthesis and review of the geological 
evidence for palaeotsunamis along the coast of southeast Australia: 
The evidence, issues and potential ways forward. Quaternary 
Science Reviews 54:99–125. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.quascirev.2012.06.018 

Cribb, A.B. and J.W. Cribb 1985 Plant Life of the Great Barrier Reef 
and Adjacent Shores. St Lucia, QLD: University of Queensland 
Press. 



 

https://doi.org/10.25120/qar.25.2022.3889  Queensland Archaeological Research | Vol. 25 | 2022 | 61 

Crowther, W.E.L.H. 1937 Method of migration of the extinct 
Tasmanian race. Journal of the Polynesian Society 46(4):225–231. 

David, B., I.J. McNiven, T. Richards, S.P. Connaughton, M. 
Leavesley, B. Barker and C. Rowe 2011 Lapita sites in the Central 
Province of mainland Papua New Guinea. World Archaeology 
43(4):576–593. https://doi.org/10.1080/00438243.2011.624720 

Davidson, D.S. 1937 The question of relationship between the 
cultures of Australia and Tierra Del Fuego. American Anthropologist 
39(2):229–243. https://doi.org/10.1525/aa.1937.39.2.02a00040 

Denham, T.P. 2018 Tracing Early Agriculture in the Highlands of 
New Guinea: Plot, Mound and Ditch. London: Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351115308 

Denham, T.P., M. Donohue and S. Booth 2009 Horticultural 
experimentation in northern Australia reconsidered. Antiquity 
83(321):634–648. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003598X00098884 

Denham, T.P., C. Bronk Ramsey and J. Specht 2012 Dating the 
appearance of Lapita pottery in the Bismarck Archipelago and its 
dispersal to Remote Oceania. Archaeology in Oceania 47(1):39–46. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1834-4453.2012.tb00113.x 

Dickinson, W.R. 2006 Temper Sands in Prehistoric Oceanian 
Pottery: Geotectonics, Sedimentology, Petrography, Provenance. 
Special Paper 406. Boulder, CO: Geological Society of America. 
https://doi.org/10.1130/SPE406 

Dixon, J. 1928 Joseph Dixon Diary 1875-1928. John Oxley 
Collection (State Library of Queensland) OM 75-117. 

Donohue, J. D. 1986 Norfolk Island 1788-1813: The People and 
their Families. Maryborough, VIC: The Book Printer. 

Dousset, L. and A. Di Piazza. 2021 Mapping prehistoric open sea 
sailing routes to Lizard Island and beyond. Journal of Pacific 
Archaeology 12(2):16–31. 

Dowe, J.L. and L.T. Smith 2002 A brief history of the coconut palm 
in Australia. Palms 46(3):134–138. 

Evans, N. 2008 Macassan loanwords in top end languages. 
Australian Journal of Linguistics 12(1):45–91. https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/07268609208599471 

Felgate, M.W. 2007 Leap-frogging or limping? Recent evidence 
from the Lapita littoral fringe, New Georgia, Solomon Islands. In S. 
Bedford, C. Sand and S.P. Connaughton (eds), Oceanic 
Explorations: Lapita and Western Pacific Settlement, pp.123–140. 
Terra Australia 26. Canberra: ANU E Press. https://doi.org/ 
10.22459/TA26.2007.06 

Felgate, M.W., S.H. Bickler and P.R. Murrell 2013 Estimating parent 
population of pottery vessels from a sample of fragments: A case 
study from inter-tidal surface collections, Roviana Lagoon, Solomon 
Islands. Journal of Archaeological Science 40(2):1319–1328. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2012.09.009 

Finney, B.R. 1977 Voyaging canoes and the settlement of Polynesia. 
Science 196(4296):1277–1285. https://doi.org/10.1126/science. 
196.4296.1277 

Finney, B.R. 1995 Voyage of Rediscovery: A Cultural Odyssey 
through Polynesia. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 
https://doi.org/10.1525/california/9780520080027.001.0001 

Fitzpatrick, A., I.J. McNiven, J. Specht and S. Ulm 2018 Stylistic 
analysis of stone arrangements supports regional cultural 
interactions along the northern Great Barrier Reef, Queensland. 
Australian Archaeology 82(2):129–144 https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
03122417.2018.1507807 

 

 

Fitzpatrick, S.M. and R.T. Callaghan 2008 Seafaring simulations and 
the origin of prehistoric settlers to Madagascar. In G. Clark, F. Leach 
and S. O’Connor (eds), Islands of Inquiry. Colonisation, Seafaring 
and the Archaeology of Maritime Landscapes, pp.48-58. Terra 
Australis 29. Canberra: ANU E Press. https://doi.org/10.22459/ 
TA29.06.2008.03 

Fitzpatrick, S.M. and R. Callaghan 2009 Examining dispersal 
mechanisms for the translocation of chicken (Gallus gallus) from 
Polynesia to South America. Journal of Archaeological Science 
36(2):214–223. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2008.09.002 

Flannery, T. 1994 The Future Eaters. Sydney: Reed New Holland. 

Foale, M. 2003 The Coconut Odyssey. The Bounteous Possibilities 
of the Tree of Life. ACIAR Monograph 101. Canberra: Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research. 

Fox, F.Y. 1899 Rock-paintings – Mamburra tribe St. Lawrence 
district Nth Queensland. Science of Man 1(2):8. 

Fredericksen, C. 1997 Changes in Admiralty Islands obsidian source 
use: The view from Pamwak. Archaeology in Oceania 32(1):68–73. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1834-4453.1997.tb00372.x 

Ganter, R. 2018 Reconnecting with south-east Asia. In R. Standfield 
(ed.), Indigenous Mobilities: Across and Beyond the Antipodes, 
pp.255–279. Canberra: ANU Press and Aboriginal History Inc. 
https://doi.org/10.22459/IM.06.2018.11 

Gibbons, J.R.H and F.G.A.U. Clunie 1986 Sea level changes and 
Pacific prehistory: New insight into early human settlement of 
Oceania. The Journal of Pacific History 21(2):58–82. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00223348608572529 

Goff, J.R. and B.G. McFadgen 2003 Large earthquakes and the 
abandonment of prehistoric coastal settlements in 15th century New 
Zealand. Geoarchaeology 18(6):609–623. https://doi.org/10.1002/ 
gea.10082 

Gonçalves, V.F., J. Stenderup, C. Rodrigues-Carvalho, H.P. Silva, 
H. Gonçalves-Dornelas, A Líryo, T. Kivisild, A-S. Malaspinas, P.F. 
Campos, M. Rasmussen, E. Willerslev and S.D.J. Pena 2013 
Identification of Polynesian mtDNA haplogroups in remains of 
Botocudo Amerindians from Brazil. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 110 (16):6465–
6469. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1217905110 

Gongora, J., N.J. Rawlence, V.A. Mobegi, H. Jianlin, J.A. Alcalde, 
J.T. Matus, O. Hanotte, C. Moran, J.T. Austin, S. Ulm, A.J. 
Anderson, G. Larson and A. Cooper 2008 Indo-European and Asian 
origins for Chilean and Pacific chickens revealed by mtDNA. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 105(30):10308–10313. https://doi.org/10.1073/ 
pnas.0801991105 

Goodwin, D., S.A. Browning and A.J. Anderson 2014 Climate 
windows for Polynesian voyaging to New Zealand and Easter Island. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 111(41):14716–14721. https://doi.org/10.1073/ 
pnas.1408918111 

Gorman, A.C. 2000 The Archaeology of Body Modification: The 
Identification of Symbolic Behaviour Through Usewear and 
Residues on Flaked Stone Tools. Unpublished PhD thesis, 
University of New England, Armidale. 

Gorman, A.C. 2008 The primitive body and colonial administration: 
Henry Ling Roth’s approach to body modification. In R. McDougall 
and I. Davidson (eds), The Roth Family, Anthropology and Colonial 
Administration, pp.93–103. Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press. 

 

 

 



 

62 | 2022 | Vol. 25 | Queensland Archaeological Research Rowland and Kerkhove 

Grounds, S. and R. Ross 2010 Constant resurrection: The trihybrid 
model and the politicisation of Australian archaeology. Australian 
Archaeology 70:55–67. https://doi.org/10.1080/03122417.2010. 
11681911 

Haebich, A. 2008 Marked bodies: A corporeal history of colonial 
Australia. Borderlands e-journal 7(2):1–18. 

Hamlyn-Harris, R. 1917 Some anthropological considerations of 
Queensland and the history of its ethnography. Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of Queensland 29:1–44. 

Hatte, E. and Manbarra Nangarra Wangarra Aboriginal Corporation 
1993 An Assessment of the Cultural Heritage Values of a Section of 
South Eastern Great Palm Island. Unpublished report to Queensland 
Department of Environment and Resource Management. 

Hawkins, S., T.H. Worthy, S. Bedford, M. Spriggs, G. Clark, G. 
Irwin, S. Best and P. Kirch 2016 Ancient tortoise hunting in the 
southwest Pacific. Scientific Report 6:38317. https://doi.org/ 
10.1038/srep38317 

Hiscock, P. 2008 The Archaeology of Ancient Australia. London: 
Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203448359 

Hoare, M. 1988 The island’s earliest visitors. In R. Nobbs (ed.), 
Norfolk Island and its First Settlement, 1788–1814, pp.18–22. 
Sydney: Library of Australian History. 

Hoare, M 1998. Norfolk Island: A Revised and Enlarged History 
1774-1998. Rockhampton: Central Queensland University Press. 

Hung, H-c., M.T. Carson, P. Bellwood, F.Z. Campos, P.J. Piper, E. 
Dixon, M.J.L.A. Bolunia, M. Oxenham and Z. Chi 2011 The first 
settlement of remote Oceania: The Philippines to the Marianas. 
Antiquity 85(329):909–926. https://doi.org/10.1017/ 
S0003598X00068393 

Hurles, M.E, E. Matisso-Smith, R.D. Gray and D. Penny 2003 
Untangling Oceanic settlement: The edge of the knowable. Trends in 
Ecology and Evolution 18(10):531–540. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
S0169-5347(03)00245-3 

Hutchinson, I. and V. Attenbrow 2009 Late-Holocene mega-
tsunamis in the Tasman Sea: An assessment of the coastal 
archaeological record of New South Wales. The Holocene 
19(4):599–609. https://doi.org/10.1177/0959683609104034 

Huxley, T.H. 1870 On the geographical distribution of the chief 
modifications of mankind. Journal of the Ethnological Society of 
London 2(4):404–412. https://doi.org/10.2307/3014371 

Hynes R.A. and A.K. Chase 1982 Plants, sites and domiculture: 
Aboriginal influence upon plant communities in Cape York 
Peninsula. Archaeology in Oceania 17(1):38–50. https://doi.org/ 
10.1002/j.1834-4453.1982.tb00037.x 

Ioannides, G.A., J. Blanco-Portillo, K. Sandoval, E. Hagelberg, J.F. 
Miquel-Poblete, J.V. Moreno-Mayar, J.E. Rodríguez-Rodríguez, 
C.D. Quinto-Cortés, K. Auckland, T. Parks, K. Robson, A.V.S. Hill, 
M.C. Avila-Arcos, A. Sockell, J.R. Homburger, G.L. Wojcik, K.C. 
Barnes, L. Herrera, S. Berríos, M. Acuña, E. Llop, C. Eng, S. 
Huntsman, E.G. Burchard, C.R. Gignoux, L. Cifuentes, R.A. 
Verdugo, M. Moraga, A.J. Mentzer, C.D. Bustamante and A. 
Moreno-Estrada 2020 Native American gene flow into Polynesia 
predating Easter Island settlement. Nature 583:572–577. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2487-2 

Irwin, G.J. 1992 The Prehistoric Exploration and Colonisation of the 
Pacific. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/ 
10.1017/CBO9780511518225 

Irwin G.J. 2008 Pacific seascapes, canoe performance, and a review 
of Lapita voyaging with regard to theories of migration. Asian 
Perspectives 47(1):12–27. https://doi.org/10.1353/asi.2008.0002 

 

Johns, D.A., G.J. Irwin and Y.K. Sung 2014.An early sophisticated 
East Polynesian voyaging canoe discovered on New Zealand’s coast. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 111(41):14728–14733. https://doi.org/10.1073/ 
pnas.1408491111 

Jones, T.L., A.A. Storey, E. Matisoo-Smith and J-M. Ramirez-
Aliaga (eds) 2011 Polynesians in America. New York: Altamira 
Press. 

Jones, T.L. and K.A. Klar 2005 Diffusionism reconsidered: 
Linguistic and archaeological evidence for prehistoric Polynesian 
contact with southern California. American Antiquity 70(3):457–
484. https://doi.org/10.2307/40035309 

Jones T.L. and K.A. Klar 2006 On open minds and missed marks: A 
response to Atholl Anderson. American Antiquity 71(4):765–770. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/40035889 

Kealy, S., J. Louys and S. O’Connor 2018 Least-cost pathway 
models indicate northern human dispersal from Sunda to Sahul. 
Journal of Human Evolution 125:59–70. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.jhevol.2018.10.003 

Keegan, W.F. and J.M. Diamond 1987 Colonisation of islands by 
humans: Biogeographical perspective. Advances in Archaeological 
Method and Theory 10:49–92. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-
003110-8.50005-0 

Kennedy, K. 1949 A migrant adze blank from New Guinea. North 
Queensland Naturalist 17(92):4. 

Klar, K.A. and T.L. Jones 2005 Linguistic evidence for a prehistoric 
Polynesia: Southern California contact event. Anthropological 
Linguistics 47(4):369–400. 

Lawler, A. 2010 Beyond Kon-Tiki: Did Polynesians sail to South 
America? Science 328(5984):1344–1347. https://doi.org/10.1126/ 
science.328.5984.1344 

Lawrence, D. 1994 Customary exchange across Torres Strait. 
Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 34(2):241–446. 

Leach, F., A. Anderson, D. Sutton, R. Bird, P. Duerden and E. 
Clayton 1986 The origin of prehistoric obsidian artefacts from the 
Chatham and Kermadec Islands. New Zealand Journal of 
Archaeology 8:143–170. 

Lentfer, C.J., M.W. Felgate, R.A. Mills and J. Specht 2013 Human 
history and palaeoenvironmental change at Site 17, Freshwater 
Beach, Lizard Island, northeast Queensland, Australia. Queensland 
Archaeological Research 16:141–164. https://doi.org/10.25120/ 
qar.16.2013.227 

Levison, M., R.G. Ward and J.W. Webb 1973 The Settlement of 
Polynesia. A Computer Simulation. Canberra: Australian National 
University Press. 

Lilley, I. 2019 Lapita: The Australian connection. In S. Bedford, and 
M. Spriggs (eds), Debating Lapita Distribution, Chronology, Society 
and Subsistence, pp.105–114. Terra Australis 52. Canberra: ANU 
Press. https://doi.org/10.22459/TA52.2019.05 

Lourandos, H. 1985 Problems with the interpretation of late 
Holocene changes in Australian prehistory. Archaeology in Oceania 
20(1):37–39. https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1834-4453.1985.tb00099.x 

Lourandos, H. and A. Ross 1994 The great ‘intensification debate’: 
Its history and place in Australian archaeology. Australian 
Archaeology 39:54–63. https://doi.org/10.1080/03122417. 
1994.11681528 

Luick, J.L., L. Mason, T. Hardy and M.J. Furnas 2007 Circulation in 
the Great Barrier Reef Lagoon using numerical tracers and in situ 
data. Continental Shelf Research 27(6):757–778. https://doi.org/ 
10.1016/j.csr.2006.11.020 



 

https://doi.org/10.25120/qar.25.2022.3889  Queensland Archaeological Research | Vol. 25 | 2022 | 63 

Lumholtz, C. 1889 Among Cannibals: An Account of Four Years 
Travels in Australia and of Camp Life with the Aborigines of 
Queensland. London: John Murray. https://doi.org/10.5962/ 
bhl.title.33958 

Maddock, K. 1988 Taniwha parallels in Australia. Journal of the 
Polynesian Society 97(3):261–264. 

MacIntosh, N.W.G. 1949 A survey of possible sea routes available 
to the Tasmanian Aborigines. Records of Queen Victoria Museum 
2:123–144. 

Macklin, R. 2019 Castaway: The Extraordinary Survival Story of 
Narcisse Pelletier, a Young French Cabin Boy Shipwrecked on Cape 
York in 1858. Sydney: Hachette. 

Malaspinas, A-S., M.C. Westaway, C. Muller, V.C. Sousa, O. Lao, 
I. Alves, A. Bergström, G. Athanasiadis, J.Y. Cheng, J.E. Crawford, 
T.H. Heupink, E. Macholdt, S. Peisch, S. Rasmussen, S. Schiffels, S. 
Subramanian, J.L. Wright, A. Albrechtsen, C. Barbieri, I. 
Dupanloup, A. Eriksson, A. Margaryan, I. Moltke, I. Pugach, T.S. 
Korneliussen, I.P. Levkivskyi, J.V. Moreno-Mayar, S. Ni, F. 
Racimo, M. Sikora, Y. Xue, F.A. Aghakhanian, N. Brucato, S. 
Brunak, P.F. Campos, W. Clark, S. Ellingvåg, G. Fourmile, P. 
Gerbault, D. Injie, G. Koki, M. Leavesley, B. Logan, A. Lynch, E.A. 
Matisoo-Smith, P.J. McAllister, A.J. Mentzer, M. Metspalu, A.B. 
Migliano, L. Murgha, M.E. Phipps, W. Pomat, D. Reynolds, F-X. 
Ricaut, P. Siba, M.G. Thomas, T. Wales, C. Ma’run Wall, S.J. 
Oppenheimer, C. Tyler-Smith, R. Durbin, J. Dortch, A. Manica, 
M.H. Schierup, R.A. Foley, M. Mirazón Lahr, C. Bowern, J.D. Wall, 
T. Mailund, M. Stoneking, R. Nielsen, M.S. Sandhu, L. Excoffier, 
D.M. Lambert and E. Willersle 2016 A genomic history of 
Aboriginal Australia. Nature 538:207–214. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature18299 

Marsterson, S. 1997 Lake Boomanjin Dugout Canoe: Heritage 
Assessment. Unpublished report to Great Sandy Regional Heritage 
Advisory Committee. 

Matisoo-Smith, E. 2015 Ancient DNA and the human settlement of 
the Pacific: A review. Journal of Human Evolution 79:93–104. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhevol.2014.10.017 

Matisoo-Smith, E., R.M. Roberts, G.J. Irwin, J.S. Allen, D. Penny 
and D.M. Lambert 1998 Patterns of prehistoric mobility in Polynesia 
indicated by mtDNA from the Pacific rat, Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 
5(25):15145–15150. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.95.25.15145 

McBryde, I. 1993 Lost in the Sirius? – Consideration of the 
provenance of the hatchet head recovered from the Sirius Wreck Site, 
Norfolk Island. In J. Specht (ed.), F.D. McCarthy, Commemorative 
Papers (Archaeology, Anthropology, Rock Art), pp.129–143. 
Records of the Australian Museum, Supplement 17. Sydney: 
Australian Museum. https://doi.org/10.3853/j.0812-7387.17. 
1993.65 

McCarthy, F.D. 1940 Aboriginal Australian material culture: 
Causative factors in its composition. Mankind 2(8):241–269, 
2(9):294–320. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1835-9310.1940.tb00970.x 

McCarthy, F.D. 1953 The oceanic and Indonesia affiliations of 
Australian Aboriginal culture. Journal of the Polynesian Society 62 
(3):243–261. 

McCarthy, F.D.1970 Prehistoric and recent change in Australian 
Aboriginal culture. In A.R. Pilling and R.A. Waterman (eds), 
Diprotodon to Detribalisation: Studies if Change Among Australian 
Aborigines, pp.142–160. Lansing: Michigan University Press. 

McCarthy F.D. 1974 Relationships between Australian Aboriginal 
material culture and South East Asia and Melanesia. In A.P. Elkin 
and N.W.G. MacIntosh (eds), Grafton Elliot Smith: The Man and 
His Work, pp.210–216 Sydney: Sydney University Press. 

McNiven, I.J. 1993 Tula adzes and bifacial points on the east coast 
of Australia. Australian Archaeology 36:22–33. https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/03122417.1993.11681479 

McNiven, I.J. 1998 Enmity and amity: Reconsidering stone-headed 
club (gabagaba) procurement and trade in Torres Strait. Oceania 
69(2):94–115. https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1834-4461.1998.tb02697.x 

McNiven I.J. 2006 Colonial diffusionism and the archaeology of 
external influences on Aboriginal culture. In B. David, B. Barker and 
I.J. McNiven (eds), The Social Archaeology of Australian 
Indigenous Societies, pp.85–106. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies 
Press. 

McNiven, I.J 2008 Inclusions, exclusions and transitions: Torres 
Strait Islander constructed landscapes over the past 4000 years, 
northeast Australia. The Holocene 18(3):449–462. 
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0959683607087934 

McNiven, I.J. 2015a Precarious islands: Kulkalgal reef island 
settlement and high mobility across 700 km of seascape, central 
Torres Strait and northern Great Barrier Reef. Quaternary 
International 385:39–55. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2014. 
09.015 

McNiven, I.J. 2015b Canoes of Mabuyag and Torres Strait. Memoirs 
of the Queensland Museum – Culture 8(1):127–207. 

McNiven, I.J. 2017 Edges of worlds: Torres Strait Islander 
peripheral participation in ancient globalizations. In T. Hodos (ed.), 
The Routledge Handbook of Globalization and Archaeology, 
pp.319–334. New York: Routledge. 

McNiven, I.J. 2022 Beyond bridge and barrier: Reconceptualising 
Torres Strait as a co-constructed border zone in ethnographic object 
distributions between Queensland and New Guinea. Queensland 
Archaeological Research 25:25–46. https://doi.org/10.25120/ 
qar.25.2022.3885 

McNiven, I.J., B. David, T. Richards, K. Aplin, B. Asmussen, J. 
Mialanes, M. Leavesley, P. Faulkner and S. Ulm 2011 New direction 
in human colonisation of the Pacific: Lapita settlement of south coast 
New Guinea. Australian Archaeology 72:1–6. https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/03122417.2011.11690525 

McNiven, I.J., W.R. Dickinson, B. David, M. Weisler, F. von 
Gnielinski, M. Carter and U. Zoppi 2006 Mask Cave: Red-slipped 
pottery and the Australian-Papuan settlement of Zenadh Kes (Torres 
Strait). Archaeology in Oceania 41(2):49–81. https://doi.org/ 
10.1002/j.1834-4453.2006.tb00610.x 

McNiven, I.J. and L. Russell 2005 Appropriated Pasts: Indigenous 
Peoples and the Colonial Culture of Archaeology. Lanham: 
AltaMira Press. 

Montenegro, Á., C. Avis and A.A. Weaver 2008 Modeling the 
prehistoric arrival of the sweet potato in Polynesia. Journal of 
Archaeological Science 35:355–367. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.jas.2007.04.004 

Montenegro, Á., R. Hetherington, M. Eby and A.J. Weaver 2006 
Modelling pre-historic transoceanic crossings into the Americas. 
Quaternary Science Reviews 25:1323–1338. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.quascirev.2005.11.008 

Mooney, S.D., G. Hope, D. Horne, J. Kamminga and A.N. Williams 
2020 Fire, humans and climate as drivers of environmental change 
on Broughton Island, New South Wales, Australia. The Holocene 
30(11):1528–1539. https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0959683620941067 

Moore, M. 2014 Report on an Edge-Ground Stone Adze from Bribie 
Island, Southeastern Queensland. Unpublished report. 

 

 



 

64 | 2022 | Vol. 25 | Queensland Archaeological Research Rowland and Kerkhove 

Moreno-Mayar J.V., L. Vinner, P. de Barros Damgaard, C. de la 
Fuente, J. Chan, J.P. Spence, M.E. Allentoft, T. Vimala, F. Racimo, 
T. Pinotti, S. Rasmussen, A. Margaryan, M. Iraeta Orbegozo, D. 
Mylopotamitaki, M. Wooller, C. Bataille, L. Becerra-Valdivia, D. 
Chivall, D. Comeskey, T. Devièse, D.K. Grayson, L. George, H. 
Harry, V. Alexandersen, C. Primeau, J. Erlandson, C. Rodrigues-
Carvalho, S. Reis, M.Q.R. Bastos, J. Cybulski, C. Vullo, F. Morello, 
M. Vilar, S. Wells, K. Gregersen, K. Lykke Hansen, N. Lynnerup, 
M. Mirazón Lahr, K. Kjær, A. Strauss, M. Alfonso-Durruty, A. 
Salas, H. Schroeder, T. Higham, R.S. Malhi, J.T. Rasic, L. Souza, 
F.R. Santos, A-S. Malaspinas, M. Sikora, R. Nielsen, Y.S. Song, D.J. 
Meltzer and E. Willerslev 2018 Early human dispersals within the 
Americas Science 362(6419):eaav2621. https://doi.org/10.1126/ 
science.aav2621 

Mulvaney, D.J. 1958 The Australian Aborigines 1606–1929: 
Opinion and fieldwork. Historical Studies: Australia and New 
Zealand 8(30):131–151, 297–314. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
10314615808595109 

Mulvaney D.J. 1966 Fact, fancy and Aboriginal Australian ethnic 
origins. Mankind 6(7):299–305. https://doi.org/10.1111/J.1835-
9310.1966.TB00364.X 

Muñoz-Rodríguez, P., T. Carruthers, J.R.I. Wood, B.R.M. Williams, 
K. Weitemier, B. Kronmiller, D. Ellis, N.L. Anglin, L. Longway, 
S.A. Harris, M.D. Rausher, S. Kelly, A. Liston, and R.W. Scotland 
2018 Reconciling conflicting phylogenies in the origin of sweet 
potato and dispersal to Polynesia. Current Biology 28(8):1246–1256. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2018.03.020 

Norman, K., J. Inglis, C. Clarkson, J.T. Faith, J. Shulmeister and D. 
Harris 2018 An early colonisation pathway into northwest Australia 
70-60,000 years ago. Quaternary Science Reviews 180:229–239. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quascirev.2017.11.023 

Nunn, P.D. 2007 Echoes from a distance: Progress report on research 
into the Lapita occupation of the Rove Peninsula, southwest Viti 
Levu Island, Fiji. In S. Bedford, C. Sand and S.P. Connaughton (eds), 
Oceanic Explorations: Lapita and Western Pacific Settlement, 
pp.163-76. Terra Australis 26. Canberra: ANU E Press. 
http://doi.org/10.22459/TA26.2007.09 

Nunn, P.D. and M.T. Carson 2015 Sea-level fall implicated in 
profound societal change about 2570 cal yr BP (620 BC) in western 
Pacific island groups. Geography and Environment 2(1):17–32. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/geo2.3 

Nutley, D. and T. Smith 2004 Dugout Canoe Survey Taren Point. 
Conservation Management Plan. Unpublished report to Heritage 
Office, Parramatta. 

O’Connell, J.F., J. Allen, M.A.J. Williams, A.N. Williams, C.S.M. 
Turney, N.A. Spooner, J. Kamminga, G. Brown and A. Cooper 2018 
When did Homo sapiens first reach Southeast Asia and Sahul? 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 115(34):8482–8490. https://doi.org/10.1073/ 
pnas.1808385115 

O’Connor, S. 2010 Pleistocene migration and colonization in the 
Indo-Pacific region. In A. Anderson, J.H. Barrett, K.V. Boyle (eds), 
The Global Origins and Development of Seafaring, pp.41–55. 
Cambridge: The McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, 
University of Cambridge. 

O’Connor, S. and J. Chappell 2003 Colonisation and coastal 
subsistence in Australia and Papua New Guinea: Different timing, 
different modes? In C. Sand (ed.), Pacific Archaeology: Assessment 
and Prospects, pp.17–31. Noumea: Service des Musees et du 
Patrimonie. 

Owens, K.A. 2008 Farmers, Fishers and Whalemen: The 
Colonisation Landscapes of Lord Howe Island, Tasman Sea, 
Australia. Unpublished PhD, Australian National University, 
Canberra. 

Pedro, N., N. Brucato, V. Fernandes, M. André, L. Saag, W. Pomat, 
C. Besse, A. Boland, J-F. Deleuze, C. Clarkson, H. Sudoyo, M. 
Metspalu, M. Stoneking, M.P. Cox, M. Leavesley, L. Pereira and F-
X Ricaut 2020 Papuan mitochondrial genomes and the settlement of 
Sahul. Journal of Human Genetics 65:875–887. https://doi.org/ 
10.1038/s10038-020-0781-3 

Plomley, N.J.B. 1992 The Tasmanian Tribes and Cicatrices as 
Tribal Indicators Among the Tasmanian Aborigines. Occasional 
Paper 5. Launceston, TAS: Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery. 

Poloczanska, E.S., R.C. Babcock, A. Butler, A.J. Hobday, O. Hoegh-
Gulberg, T.J. Kunz, R. Matear, D.A. Milton, T.A. Okey and A.J. 
Richardson 2007 Climate change and Australian marine life. 
Oceanography and Marine Biology: An Annual Review 45:407–478. 
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781420050943.ch8 

Posth, C., N. Nakatsuka, I. Lazaridis, P. Skoglund, S. Mallick, T.C. 
Lamnidis, N. Rohland, K. Nägele, N. Adamski, E. Bertolini, N. 
Broomandkhoshbacht, A. Cooper, B.J. Culleton, T. Ferraz, M. Ferry, 
A. Furtwängler, W. Haak, K. Harkins, T.K. Harper, T. Hünemeier, 
A.M. Lawson, B. Llamas, M. Michel, E. Nelson, J. Oppenheimer, N. 
Patterson, S. Schiffels, J. Sedig, K. Stewardson, S. Talamo, C-C. 
Wang, J-J Hublin, M. Hubbe, K. Harvati, A. Nuevo Delaunay, J. 
Beier, M. Francken, P. Kaulicke, H. Reyes-Centeno, K. Rademaker, 
W.R. Trask, M. Robinson, S.M. Gutierrez, K.M. Prufer, D.C. 
Salazar-Garcıa, E.N. Chim, L.M. Plumm Gomes, M.L. Alves, A. 
Liryo, M. Inglez, R.E. Oliveira, D.V. Bernardo, A. Barioni, V. 
Wesolowski, N.A. Scheifler, M.A. Rivera, C.R. Plens, P.G. 
Messineo, L. Figuti, D. Corach, C. Scabuzzo, S. Eggers, P. DeBlasis, 
M. Reindel, C. Méndez, G. Politis, E. Tomasto-Cagigao, D.J. 
Kennett, A. Strauss, L. Fehren-Schmitz, J. Krause and D Reich 2018 
Reconstructing the deep population history of Central and South 
America Cell 175(5):1185–1197. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.cell.2018.10.027 

Proske, U. and S.G. Haberle 2012 Island ecosystem and biodiversity 
dynamics in northeastern Australia during the Holocene: 
Unravelling short-term impacts and long-term drivers. The Holocene 
22(10):1097–1111. https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0959683612441840 

Raghavan, M., M. Steinrücken, K. Harris, S. Schiffels, S. 
Rasmussen, M. DeGiorgio, A. Albrechtsen, C. Valdiosera, M.C. 
Ávila-Arcos, A-S. Malaspinas, A. Eriksson, I. Moltke, M. Metspalu, 
J.R. Homburger, J. Wall, O.E. Cornejo, J.V. Moreno-Mayar, T.S. 
Korneliussen, T. Pierre, M. Rasmussen, P.F. Campos, P. de Barros 
Damgaard, M.E. Allentoft, J. Lindo, E. Metspalu, R. Rodríguez-
Varela, J. Mansilla, C. Henrickson, A. Seguin-Orlando, H. 
Malmström, T. Stafford Jr., S.S. Shringarpure, A. Moreno-Estrada, 
M. Karmin, K. Tambets, A. Bergström, Y. Xue, V. Warmuth, A.D. 
Friend, J. Singarayer, P. Valdes, F. Balloux, I. Leboreiro, J.L. Vera, 
H. Rangel-Villalobos, D. Pettener, D. Luiselli, L.G. Davis, E. Heyer, 
C.P.E. Zollikofer, M.S. Ponce de León, C.I. Smith, V. Grimes, K-A. 
Pike, M. Deal, B.T. Fuller, B. Arriaza, V. Standen, M.F. Luz, F. 
Ricaut, N. Guidon, L. Osipova, M.I. Voevoda, O.L. Posukh, O. 
Balanovsky, M. Lavryashina, Y. Bogunov, E. Khusnutdinova, M. 
Gubina, E. Balanovska, S. Fedorova, S. Litvinov, B. Malyarchuk, M. 
Derenko, M.J. Mosher, D. Archer, J. Cybulski, B. Petzelt, J. 
Mitchell, R. Worl, P.J. Norman, P. Parham, B.M. Kemp, T. Kivisild, 
C. Tyler-Smith, M.S. Sandhu, M. Crawford, R. Villems, D.G. Smith, 
M.R. Waters, T. Goebel, J.R. Johnson, R.S. Malhi, M. Jakobsson, 
D.J. Meltzer, A. Manica, R. Durbin, C.D. Bustamante, Y.S. Song, R. 
Nielsen and E. Willerslev 2015 Genomic evidence for the 
Pleistocene and recent population history of Native Americans. 
Science  349(6250). https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aab3884  

Ridgway, K.R. and J.R. Dunn 2003 Mesoscale structure of the mean 
East Australian Current system and its relationship with topography. 
Progress in Oceanography 56(2):189–222. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
S0079-6611(03)00004-1 



 

https://doi.org/10.25120/qar.25.2022.3889  Queensland Archaeological Research | Vol. 25 | 2022 | 65 

Ridgway, K.R. and J.S. Godfrey 1997 Seasonal cycle of the East 
Australian Current. Journal of Geophysical Research 
102(C10):22921–22936. https://doi.org/10.1029/97JC00227 

Rivers, W.H.R. 1926 Psychology and Ethnology. London: Kegan 
Paul, Trench, Trubner. 

Roullier, C., L. Benoit, D.B. McKey and V. Lebot 2013 Historical 
collections reveal patterns of diffusion of sweet potato in Oceania 
obscured by modern plant movements and recombination. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 110(6):2205–2210. https://doi.org/10.1073/ 
pnas.1211049110 

Rouse, I. 1986 Migrations in Prehistory: Inferring Population 
Movement from Cultural Remains. New Haven: Yale University 
Press. 

Rowland, M.J. 1980 The Keppel Islands – Preliminary 
investigations. Australian Archaeology 11:1-17. https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/03122417.1980.12092770 

Rowland, M.J. 1982 Keppel Island marine specialists: An adaptation 
to the Southern Barrier Reef Province. In S. Bowdler (ed.), Coastal 
Archaeology in Eastern Australia: Proceedings of the 1980 Valla 
Conference on Australian Prehistory, pp.114–120. Canberra: 
Department of Prehistory, Research School of Pacific Studies, 
Australian National University. 

Rowland, M.J. 1983 Aborigines and environment in Holocene 
Australia: Changing paradigms. Australian Aboriginal Studies 2:62–
77. 

Rowland, M.J. 1986 The Whitsunday Islands: Initial historical and 
archaeological observations and implications for future work. 
Queensland Archaeological Research 3:72–87. https://doi.org/ 
10.25120/QAR.3.1986.183 

Rowland, M.J. 1987 The distribution of Aboriginal watercraft on the 
east coast of Queensland: Implications for culture contact. Australian 
Aboriginal Studies 2:38–45. 

Rowland, M.J. 1995 Indigenous water-craft use in Australia: The 
‘Big Picture’ and small experiments on the Queensland coast. 
Bulletin of the Australian Institute for Maritime Archaeology 
19(1):5–18. 

Rowland M.J. 2018 65,000 years of isolation in Aboriginal Australia 
or continuity and external contacts? An assessment of the evidence 
with an emphasis on the Queensland coast. Journal of the 
Anthropological Society of South Australia. 42:211–240. 

Rowland, M.J., S. Wright and R. Baker 2015 The timing and use of 
offshore islands in the Great Barrier Province, Queensland. 
Quaternary International 385:154–165. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.quaint.2015.01.025 

Rozefelds, A.C., J. Walker, E. Norris, D. Wicks and J. Ilic 2015 A 
drift log from Cape York Peninsula, Australia identified as Vatica 
(Dipterocarpaceae), and the use of botanical, zoological, geological 
and ethnographic data in interpreting the direction of oceanic drift. 
Memoirs of the Queensland Museum – Nature 59:235–243. 
https://doi.org/10.17082/j.2204-1478.59.2015.2015-04 

Rutherford, M. 1937 An island’s loveliness: Glories of North 
Keppel. Telegraph Saturday 7 August 1937, p.21. 

Schiller, A., M. Herzfeld, R. Brinkman, F. Rizwi and J. Andrewartha 
2015 Cross-shelf exchanges between the Coral Sea and the Great 
Barrier Reef lagoon determined from a regional-scale numerical 
model. Continental Shelf Research 109:150–163. https://doi.org/ 
10.1016/j.csr.2015.09.011 

 

 

Schiller A., P.R. Oke, G. Brassington, M. Entel, R. Fiedler, D.A. 
Griffin and J.V. Mansbridge 2008 Eddy-resolving ocean circulation 
in the Asian–Australian region inferred from an ocean reanalysis 
effort. Progress in Oceanography 76(3):334–365. https://doi.org/ 
10.1016/j.pocean.2008.01.003 

Sharp, L. 1952 Steel axes for stone-age Australians. Human 
Organisation 11(20):17-22. https://doi.org/10.17730/humo. 
11.2.a105413403436788 

Sheppard, P., R. Walter, W. Dickinson, M. Felgate, C. Ross-
Sheppard and C. Azemard 2015 A Solomon Sea interaction sphere? 
In C. Sand, S. Chiu and N. Hogg (eds), The Lapita Cultural Complex 
in Time and Space: Expansion Routes, Chronologies and 
Typologies, pp.63–80. Archeologia Pasifika 4. Nouméa: Institut 
d’archeologie de la Nouvelle-Caledonie et du Pacifique. 

Shigehara, N., S. Matsu’ura, T. Nakamura and Megumi Kondo 1993 
First discovery of the ancient dingo-type dog in Polynesia 
(Pukapuka, Cook Islands). International Journal of 
Osteoarchaeology 3(4):315–320. https://doi.org/10.1002/oa. 
1390030410 

Silcock, J.L. 2018 Aboriginal translocations: The intentional 
propagation and dispersal of plants in Aboriginal Australia. Journal 
of Ethnobiology 38(3):390–405. https://doi.org/10.2993/0278-0771-
38.3.390 

Skoglund, P., S. Mallick, M.C. Bortolini, N. Chennagiri, T. 
Hünemeier, M.L. Petzl-Erler, F. Mauro Salzano, N. Patterson and D. 
Reich 2015 Genetic evidence for two founding populations of the 
Americas. Nature 525:104–108. https://doi.org/10.1038/ 
nature14895 

Smith, B. 1950 European vision and the South Pacific. Journal of the 
Warburg and Courtauld Institutes 13(1–2):65–100. https://doi.org/ 
10.2307/750143 

Specht, J. 1978 The early mystery of Norfolk Island. Australian 
Natural History 19(7):218–223. 

Specht, J. 1993 Additional evidence for pre-1788 visits by Pacific 
Islanders to Norfolk Island, Southwest Pacific. In J. Specht (ed.), 
F.D. McCarthy, Commemorative Papers (Archaeology, 
Anthropology, Rock Art), pp.145–157. Records of the Australian 
Museum, Supplement 17. Sydney: Australian Museum. 
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.0812-7387.17.1993.66 

Storey, A.A., J. Miguel, D. Quiroz, D.V. Burley, D.J. Addison, R. 
Walter, A.J. Anderson, T.L. Hunt, J.S. Athens, L. Huynen and E.A. 
Matisoo-Smith 2007 Radiocarbon and DNA evidence for a Pre-
Columbian introduction of Polynesian chickens to Chile. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 104(25):10335–10339. https://doi.org/10.1073/ 
pnas.0703993104 

Taçon, P.S.C., S.K. May, S.J. Fallon, M. Travers, D. Wesley and R. 
Lamilami 2010 A minimum age for early depictions of southeast 
Asian praus in the rock art of Arnhem Land, Northern Territory. 
Australian Archaeology 71:1–10. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
03122417.2010.11689379 

Tent, J. and P. Geraghty 2012 Where in the world is Ulimaroa? Or, 
how a Pacific Island became the Australian continent The Journal of 
Pacific History, 47(1):1–20. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
00223344.2011.647396 

Terrell, J. 1998 The prehistoric Pacific. Archaeology 51:56–63. 

Thomson, A.K. 1967 The Collected Works of Thomas Welsby. 
Brisbane: Jacaranda Press. 

 

 

 



 

66 | 2022 | Vol. 25 | Queensland Archaeological Research Rowland and Kerkhove 

Thomson, V.A., O. Lebrasseur, J.J. Austin, T.L. Hunt, D.A. Burney, 
T. Denham, N.J. Rawlence, J.R. Wood, J. Gongora, L. Girdland 
Flink, A. Linderholm, K. Dobney, G. Larson and A. Cooper 2014 
Using ancient DNA to study the origins and dispersal of ancestral 
Polynesian chickens across the Pacific. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 111(13):4826–
4831. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1320412111 

Thorpe, W.W. 1929 Evidence of Polynesian culture in Australia and 
Norfolk Island. Journal of the Polynesian Society 38(2):122–126. 

Tindale, N.B. 1937-1941 Relationship of the extinct Kangaroo Island 
culture with cultures of Australia Tasmania and Malaya. Records of 
the South Australian Museum 5:39–59. 

Tochilin, C., W.R. Dickinson, M.W. Felgate, M. Pecha, P. Sheppard, 
F.H. Damon, S. Bickler and G.E. Gehrels 2012 Sourcing temper 
sands in ancient ceramics with U–Pb ages of detrital zircons: A 
southwest Pacific test case. Journal of Archaeological Science 
39(7):2583–2591. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2012.04.002 

Turner, M., A. Anderson and R. Fullagar 2001 Stone artefacts from 
the Emily Bay settlement site, Norfolk Island. In A. Anderson and P. 
White (eds), The Prehistoric Archaeology of Norfolk Island, South 
West Pacific, pp.53–66. Records of the Australian Museum, 
Supplement 27. Sydney: Australian Museum. https://doi.org/ 
10.3853/j.0812-7387.27.2001.1339 

Tylor, E.B. 1878 Researches into the Early History of Mankind and 
the Development of Civilization. Boston: Estes and Lauriat. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/12848-000 

Ulm, S. and I.J. McNiven 2021 Excavating Jiigurru: Archaeological 
discoveries on Lizard Island. In B. Mitchell and R. Ridgway (eds), 
Connections Across the Coral Sea: A Story of Movement, pp.28–33. 
Brisbane: Queensland Museum. 

Velasquez, E., S.E. Bryan, M. Ekins, A.G. Cook, L. Hurrey and J. 
Firn 2018 Age and area predict patterns of species richness in pumice 
rafts contingent on oceanic climatic zone encountered. Ecology and 
Evolution 8(10):5034–5046. https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.3980 

Virchow, R., 1884 Ein Flachbeil von Whitsunday Island, North 
Queensland. Verh. Berl. Ges. Anthro. Ethnol. Urgeseh 588–590. 

Wagner, K.A. 1937 Craniology of the Oceanic races. Sk. Norske. 
Vidensk. Adav. Oslo 1 Mat Nat 2:7–193. 

Ward, R.G. and M. Brookfield 1992 The dispersal of the coconut: 
Did it float or was it carried to Panama? Journal of Biogeography 
19(5):467–480. https://doi.org/10.2307/2845766 

Ward, W.T. and I.P. Little 2000 Sea-rafted pumice on the Australian 
east coast: Numerical classification and stratigraphy. Australian 
Journal of Earth Sciences 47(1):95–109. https://doi.org/ 
10.1046/j.1440-0952.2000.00763.x 

Wasef, S., G. Wrobel, N. Wright, J.L. Wright, S. Adams, J. 
Kariwiga, M. Leavesley, M. Collard and M.C. Westaway 2021 A 
contextualised review of genomic evidence for gene flow events 
between Papuans and Indigenous Australians in Cape York, 
Queensland. Quaternary International 603:22–30. https://doi.org/ 
10.1046/j.1440-0952.2000.00763.x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterson, P., A. Waghorn, J. Swartz and R. Brown 2013 What’s in 
a name? Beyond the Mary Watson stories to a historical archaeology 
of Lizard Island. International Journal of Historical Archaeology 
17(3):590–612. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10761-013-0235-0 

Wehi, P.M., N.J. Scott, J. Beckwith, R.P. Rodgers, T. Gilles, V. Van 
Uitregt and K. Watene in press A short scan of Māori journeys to 
Antarctica. Journal of the Royal Society of New Zealand. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03036758.2021.1917633 

Weisler, M.I., R. Bolhar, J. Mac, E. St Pierre, P. Sheppard, R.K. 
Walter, Y. Feng, J-x. Zhao, and P.V. Kirch 2016 Cook Island artifact 
geochemistry demonstrates spatial and temporal extent of pre-
European interarchipelago voyaging in East Polynesia. Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 
113(29):8150–8155. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1608130113 

Westaway, M. and P. Hiscock 2005 The extinction of rigour: A 
comment on ‘The extinction of the Australian Pygmies’ by Keith 
Windschuttle and Tim Gillin. Aboriginal History 29:142–148. 

White, A.W., T.H. Worthy, S. Hawkins, S. Bedford and M. Spriggs 
2010 Megafaunal meiolaniid horned turtles survived until early 
human settlement in Vanuatu, Southwest Pacific. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 
107(35):15512–15516. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1005780107 

White, P., C. Reepmeyer and G. Clark 2014 A Norfolk Island basalt 
adze from coastal New South Wales. Australian Archaeology 
79:131–136. https://doi.org/10.1080/03122417.2014.11682029 

Williams , R.N., D. Wright , A. Crowther and T. Denham  2020 
Multidisciplinary evidence for early banana (Musa cvs.) cultivation 
on Mabuyag Island, Torres Strait. Nature Ecology and Evolution 
4:1342–1350. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-020-1278-3 

Wood, R. 2018 Wangga: The linguistic and typological evidence for 
the sources of the outrigger canoes of Torres Strait and Cape York 
Peninsula. Oceania 88(2):202–231. https://doi.org/10.1002/ 
ocea.5193 

Wood Jones, F. 1935 Tasmania’s Vanished Race. Melbourne: 
Australian Broadcasting Commission. 

Woodroffe, C.D., D.M. Kennedy, D. Hopley, C. Rasmussen and S.G. 
Smithers 2000 Holocene reef growth in Torres Strait. Marine 
Geology 170(3–4):331–346. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0025-
3227(00)00094-3 

Wyatt, S. 2004 Ancient transpacific voyaging to the New World via 
Pleistocene South Pacific Islands. Geoarchaeology 19(6):511–529. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/gea.20008 

 

 

Citation: Rowland, M.J. and R.C. Kerkhove 2022 Evidence of 
external contact between the Pacific Basin and the east coast of 
Australia during the Holocene: A review. Queensland 
Archaeological Research 25:47–66. https://doi.org/10.25120/ 
qar.25.2022.3889 

 
 


