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30 Year Ago…
• Add detail about the specific laboratory
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• In response to these conversations, I became more proactive in 
my responses, when someone asked me:  

• “Oh, you have an accent, where are you from?” 

• I would respond:…
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“I am from New Caledonia. It is 
a small French-speaking island 
between here and New 
Zealand, only two hours flight 
from Brisbane. We speak 
French there… I know it is 
strange… but please don’t 
worry, nobody knows where it 
is.” 
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Cultural Hegemony 
• One could have assumed that

these conversations with strangers
would have been enough to remind
me that as a teacher, I would have
the opportunity to change, the
opportunity to challenge the
stereotypical imagery of the French
language. Because after all it can
be argued that French is a
language of the Pacific. Yet,
somehow despite my background,
growing up in the Pacific, cultural
hegemony was stronger and
without noticing it, this invisible
force made me teach a curriculum
with a Eurocentric focus.
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What about you? In reflecting about your own practice…would 
you say that your curriculum also has a Eurocentric focus? If so, 

you are probably not alone. 
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I am grateful for the opportunity to 
have worked with inspiring language 
teachers at All Hallows and of course 
Lester Ford who was one my 
professor at UQ.

In 2008, I moved to Townsville and 
became a French language teacher. 
The rest is history…
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The beginning of my teaching career coincides 
with the ‘Asian Century’ discourse that positioned 
Asia as the most important regional neighbour to 
Australia. 

Whilst drawing on the languages and cultures of 
neighbouring Asian countries is politically, 
economically and socially valuable, limiting 
students’ worldview to Asia denies young 
Australians of the diverse knowledge and 
perspectives abundantly accessible in our 
backyard
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I aspire for a future in which all Pacific Islands or ESN of Australia 
receive better attention for the benefit of Australians and Pacific 
Islanders alike. The ESN as I call them are a proximal and tangible 
context for such attention. Their proximity provides the impetus 

for a shift in curriculum from a Euro- to Pasifika-orientation. 
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As COVID19 caused massive 
disruption in our society, it 
provides us all with reflection 
and transformation 
opportunities. 
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Combine the current health crisis with the 
review of the Australian Curriculum, which 
was decided last year in June and it makes 
it timely for us colleagues, as experts in our 
field to review our practice, our purpose 
and empower our students by humanizing 
our pedagogy. 
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Things are happening in 
the Pacific…
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Ravulo, J. (2015). Pacific Communities in 
Australia. Western Sydney University
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Pacific Communities in Australia (Ravulo, J. 2015)
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In 2018, Australian Prime Minister Mr
Scott Morrison declared that together 

“We are family”. 
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Humanising pedagogy 
• Traditionally, “teachers who use a

humanising pedagogy engage in
classroom practices that respect cultural
differences and reflect genuine care for
students. As such, they utilize and build
on students' existing knowledge and
culture. They critically question their
deficit views of subordinated students and
recognize students as “knowers” and
active participants in their individual
learning. Furthermore, a humanising
pedagogy allow opportunities to challenge
society's asymmetrical power relations:
for example: Anglos' power over people of
color, and males over females, etc.
Finally, teachers who practice the
humanizing pedagogy take action to
create pedagogical structures that help to
balance this asymmetrical power relations
in our society.” Source: Huerta, T. (2011) Humanizing

Pedagogy: Beliefs and Practices on the Teaching of Latino
Children
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A New Concept of Humanising Pedagogy

• What about a pedagogy that deliberately seeks to humanise the
unknown? A pedagogy that creates an understanding of others
and builds empathy towards them? A pedagogy that can invert an
established imbalance of power between a dominate regional
power, and its lesser known neighbours.

• A pedagogy that puts people AND relationships at its core.
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Each of these stages are commonly associated with the transformative learning 
experienced by educators in their professional learning ((Mezirow 1995, p. 50).

1. A disorienting dilemma

2. Self-examination with feelings of guilt or shame 

3. A critical assessment of assumptions 

4. Recognition that one’s discontent and process of transformation are shared 
and that others have negotiated a similar change 

5. Exploration of options for new roles, relationships, and actions 

6. Planning of a course of action 

7. Acquisition of knowledge and skills for implementing one’s plans 

8. Provisionally trying out new roles 

9. Building of competence and self-confidence in new roles and relationships

10. A reintegration into one’s life on the basis of conditions dictated by one’s 
new perspective. 
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Transformative Theory 
and Shock (Mezirow;
Oberg )
Image: Boulard (2018) PhD thesis.
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My Reconstruction Journey

• 2012: James Cook University “Make life in the Tropics brighter” 

• 2013: Curriculum Transformation + start of overseas trip in the 
Pacific 

• 2014: Young Language Ambassador Conference

• 2015: Academy of Modern Languages Junior face to face

• 2016: Young Explorers of the Tropics Program 

• 2018: Virtual Reality 

• 2019: P&O cruises Pacific French

• 2020: Covid19 (Australian Section Bac. International)

• 2021: Pressbook Pacific French Workbook & Oleti
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2012: James Cook University “Make life in the 
Tropics brighter” 

2013: Curriculum Transformation + start of overseas 
trip in the Pacific 

2014: Young Language Ambassador Conference

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIbDHgsjuw8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIbDHgsjuw8
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• 2016: Young Explorers of the Tropics Program 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UtMiq4JtSk

• New Caledonia 

• Vanuatu

• Wallis & Futuna

• French Polynesia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UtMiq4JtSk
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2018 & 2019

• 2018 & 2019: P&O cruises Pacific French
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2020:Covid19

Baby Eveline

Australian/Bac 
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Pressbook Pacific French Workbook, Pacific Adventure 
Brochure & Oleti Textbook

• https://jcu.pressbooks.pub/
(free)

• Oleti Textbook (Mrs Elena 
Ohara)

https://jcu.pressbooks.pub/
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Reimagining Curriculum

• As Mezirow (2000) suggested, a true transformative experience 
is represented by an undisputed new walk of action. This means 
coming to the point where participants are not only just facing the 
change, but act the change themselves, becoming transformed 
individuals who will walk the talk. 
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Reflection

What is the fundamental role of 
your French classroom? What 
should the new normal be in 
this classroom? How can we 
empower future generations of 
French educators and French-
language learners to embrace 
Pacific French as the new 
normal? 
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“People change organisations. The starting point is 
not system change, or change around us, but taking 
action ourselves. The challenge is to improve 
education in the only way it can – through the day-
to-day actions of empowered individuals”. Michael 
Fullan 1988, p.46

It is impossible for students, for our young people to 
care about something they don’t know exists. They 
won’t see the humanity in our nearest neighbours 
until they develop knowledge about and empathy 
toward the people of our pacific family. So how will 
your pedagogy humanise what is to many people, 
reduced to just a big, blue patch of water.
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Create Our New Normal “Pacific French”
When you think about “French” what first comes to your mind?

• https://answergarden.ch/1888
484

https://answergarden.ch/1888484
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