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ABSTRACT

Townsville's Old Gaol was the first major gaol of fixed
structures in North Queensland. The Old Gaol was completed in
March 1880, and was situated in North Ward, Townsville. The-
new gaol, at Stuart's Creek, was completed in 1891. In 1955, the
Townsville Central State Primary School was erected on the Old
Gaol's premises. The design incorporated the use of at least one

of the original Old Gaol structures.

This thesis documents the history of the original structures of
the Old Gaol, in regard to the way that people and structures
interrelate. The re-use of the premises by other Government
departments is another major topic of this thesis. Also included
are discussions on the aspects involved in the design process,
and effects that the original design have had on the use and re-
use of the Old Gaol.
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PREFACE

In the past, there has sometimes been a desire to replace the old
with the new. There have been many threats to demolish old
buildings of intrinsic architectural, cultural or historical merit,
and often it is only community pressure which saves them.
Government-owned buildings are especially susceptible to a
community's efforts and pressure to protect them from

destruction or decay (Latrielle et al 1982:16).

What should be done with these buildings that create such
interest that a community wishes to conserve them? Instead of
demolishing old buildings, or simply leaving them stand as empty
structures, one option is to re-use them. Re-use may give new
vitality, not just to an old building, but to the whole environment

in which it is built (Latrielle et al 1982:12).
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This thesis documents the history of the original structures of
Townsville's Old Gaol, the first major gaol of fixed structures in
North Queensland, designed in 1875 by F.D.G. Stanley. In doing so,
the primary aim is to consider the hypothesis that the Old Gaol is
an example of the re-use of government buildings, with
significance for the interdisciplinary study of people and

structures.

Townsville's Old Gaol was designed by Francis Drummond
Greville Stanley, Queensland's Colonial Architect, appointed in
1873. The construction of the Old Gaol was fully completed in
March, 1880. In 1891, the new gaol at Stuart's Creek was
erected on the outskirts of Townsville, and all male prisoners

transferred.

By the late 1880s, the Oid Gaol was no longer suitable for
prisoner confinement. Criminal activity in Townsville and
surrounding districts had increased dramatically and this, along
with expansion of the city centre, required movement to larger
and more distant quarters. Living conditions within the Old Gaol
were not of a high standard. This may have been the result of
ineffective planning for tropical conditions ard for possible

population growth.

Female prisoners were held at the Old Gaol until 1896, at which
time the property was reallocated to the Police Department. It
remained the major occupier of the premises until the mid-
1950s, when the site was used as school grounds by the

Education Department. During the time that the land was marked
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as Police Reserve, the Old Gaol buildings and grounds underwent

many alterations, additions and repairs.

At present, one complete building, the old gaoler's and turnkey's
quarters, is extant. This was retained as the administration
block of the new Townsville Central State Primary School,
erected on the premises in 1955. Several other structural
elements are still visible; for example, the foundation of the
women's cell block. These are discussed in greater detail

throughout the following chapters.

The major objectives of this thesis are:

1) to discuss the history of the Old Gaol from the conception of
its design to its change in use as a primary school;

2) to illustrate the importance of the built environment in the
study of history and anthropology;

3) to examine the issue of the re-use of old buildings, with
particular reference to the Old Gaol; and,

4) to place 'emphasis on people, functions, and the spatial
relationships required to suit changing needs, when designing the

built environment.

In meeting these objectives, this thesis seeks to approach the
subject from a material culture viewpoint rather than a purely
historical or architectural one. However, this thesis contains
technical information regarding architecture, definitions of

which may be found in the glossary (Appendix A).

Definitions of other terms that are used throughout the text are

discussed here.
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Material culture is:

...the tangible phenomena of a human society that
are the purposive products of learnt patterns that
are not instinctive. These phenomena comprise
portable objects, fixed structures, and features of
the human habitat.
(Reynolds 1984a:4).

The term architecture is used throughout in a broad sense to
mean the material culture of industrial, commercial and
domestic design; composed of physical entities that
differentiate spaces to permit certain functions and activities
to which people ascribe meaning, based on culturally

transmitted ideas.

Lawrence and Low (1990:454) describe the built environment as:

. an abstract concept employed... to describe the
products of human building activity. It refers in the
broadest sense to any physical alteration of the
natural environment, from hearths to cities, through
construction by humans. Generally speaking, it
includes built forms, which are defined as building
types (such as dwellings, temples, or meeting
houses) created by humans to sheiter, define, and
protect activity. Built forms also include, however,
spaces that are defined and bounded, but not
necessarily enclosed, such as the uncovered area in
a compound, a plaza, or a street.

More simply, built environment is to be understood as the
articulation of space, within geographical and cultural
boundaries, by means of human activities or arrangements of

materials.



Sources used for this thesis include both published and
unpublished material relating to the history and theory of
architecture, and to Australia's heritage. The main body of
information was derived from primary source material in the
Public Works and Police Department files, held at the Queensland
State Archives, and the Education Department files, held at Lady
Bowen House, Brisbane. Most of the information pertaining to
the conditions within the Old Gaol was obtained from the
Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings, 1887
Session Vol.1, pp. 675-1043 .

Other valuable information was obtained from two books by
James Semple Kerr, entitled Out of Sight, Out of Mind (1988) and
Design for Convicts (1984). Dorothy Gibson-Wilde's (1984)
Gateway to a Golden Land: Townsville to 1884 was most helpful

in providing a historical setting.

Some difficulties were encountered while researching this
thesis. The main problem was that the majority of archival
research needed to be undertaken in Brisbane as the material
was not held in Townsville. Permission to view the Education
Department files had to be officially requested as certain
information, pertaining to the construction of the school, was
contained in files younger than thirty years, and hence not

accessible to the general public.

In addition, approximately 20 years ago, the Public Works
Department destroyed many plans and papers. As a result there
was difficulty in obtaining original plans of the Old Gaol other

than sketches, or half-completed plans. No difficulty was
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encountered in obtaining plans for the school, including addition
and alteration plans by the Government Architect of the time. |
have therefore reconstructed the original plan using sketches,
written descriptions and photographs, and from a plan found in
the Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings (loc.
cit.).

In this examination of the Old Gaol, the theoretical concepts
behind the study of structures, for historical and anthropological
purposes, as well as the importance of people in architectural
design are discussed. The built environment can provide us with
much information about the way in which people live, or have
lived, as spaces often denote certain activities. Similarly,
people may dictate the design of a building through their needs
and wants and may determine how a building is used. A
building's structure may also suggest the intended uses of
various spaces, especially when it is a single architect who has
made the design decisions. This thesis therefore presents a
micro-study of the structures, incorporated into a macro-study

of theoretical perspectives.

There are five chapters included in this thesis. Each chapter
examines a different issue. The first chapter is an introduction,
discussing theoretical perspectives and the different elements
that affected the design of the Old Gaol. Chapter Two provides a
historical setting, and concentrates on the Old Gaol structures
between 1875-1890. The subject of the Old Gaol as a prison
complex is carried into the third chapter which examines the

administration, staff, and conditions of gaol life.
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The use of the Old Gaol site while it was occupied by the Police
Department and the subsequent alterations undertaken are of
primary interest in Chapter Four. As a conclusion, Chapter Five
deals with the building and grounds as part of the Townsville
Central State Primary School. This chapter also outlines the
concept of the re-use of old buildings, and discusses the
importance of studying the Old Gaol, especially in relation to the

way in which structures and people interrelate.

These chapters are then followed by Appendices A to E and a
Bibliography. lllustrations, such as maps, sketches and
photographs, are included throughout. Plans may be found held in

a pocket attached to the inside back cover (Appendix F).

This thesis takes an interdisciplinary approach to the study of
the Old Gaol in Townsville. It is hoped that this thesis will be of
interest to architects, anthropologists, and historians, showing
the relationship between people and the built environment. It
should also be of use to people who are interested in the general
history of Townsville, and members of the National Trust, both in
Queensland and at a national level. The historical section of the
Queensland Correctional Services, particularly the Townsville
division, will also find relevant and useful information in this

thesis.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION: BUILT FORMS AND
DESIGN

As an introduction to the thesis, this chapter provides
background information that forms the basis of an understanding
of the whole. The first section includes theoretical
considerations of the relationship between people and
structures. The second section gives an overview of the many
influences on architecture during Australia’s colonial years. It
includes discussions on Georgian architecture, Australian gaol
design, the Old Gaol's architect, the primary builders of the Old
Gaol, and the availability of building materials in North

Queensiand.



I RETICAL NCEPT

Built forms as artefacts, spatial relationships, and built forms
as sources of information are all part of the discussion on the
relationship between people and structures. The concepts are
important in understanding the way that buildings are designed,
the reasons why spaces may be used in a certain manner, the
influence of culture on design and use, and the success or failure

of a building to fulfil necessary functions.
Built Form Artef

Buildings are physical artefacts and as such are designed for
certain intended users. Buildings are usually designed to fulfil
certain functions at a particular time and in a particular place.
A building, as an artefact, may satisfy the requirements of its
intended users, yet may fail to satisfy those of some unintended
users (Bamford 1986:1).

Involved in the human design of built environmerits are decisions
and choices, often affected by cultural variables, to purposefully
modify the world (Moos 1976:10). The creation of any
architecture depends on a number of variables: client
instructions, artistic expression, aesthetic quality, function,
resource availability, technological ability, environmental
conditions (geographical and climatic), and socio-cultural values

and constructs.

When designing a building, an architect needs to consider not

only the above criteria, but several other primary questions:



1) For whom is the building designed?
2) Who will use the building?
3) What is the anticipated period of time during which the

building will be used for its original intended function/s?

Buildings are nowadays more frequently being re-used as they
become older. They do not always remain under the control of
the original owner. Buildings may change hands for many
reasons, and therefore may be used for different purposes other
than the original intended function/s. The architect needs to
consider the permanence of structural elements and the
possibility of alteration of internal and external spatial

components, to allow for functional and behavioural changes.

The architect, therefore, must work with different elements of
material culture. According to Rapoport (1982:88), these
elements include: fixed-feature (permanent objects, eg. walls,
ceilings, floors, streets or cities); semi-fixed feature (including
semi-portable objects, eg. temporary housing or large furniture);
and non-fixed feature elements (portable objects, eg. small

ornaments and tools).

In the field of archaeology, each of the above-mentioned
elements are used to make inferences about different societies
(Rapoport 1982:90), though this may be conducted without
ethnographical reference. However, generally speaking, material
anthropologists have tended to concentrate on non-fixed feature
and semi-fixed feature elements when studying socio-cultural

constructs. These elements are under more direct control of the



user than fixed-feature elements, and are able to be transported

more readily to a laboratory situation for further examination.

The study of buildings has largely been the domain of social and
architectural historians. However, it is becoming increasingly
obvious, within anthropological spheres, that buildings (as
artefacts) communicate meanings and should therefore be
investigated as valuable sources of information. The design,
construction and use of space can provide insight to a culture's

whole way of life (Waterson 1990:xv).
Spatial _Relationships

Proxemics is 'the study of people's use of space as an aspect of
culture' (Lawrence and Low 1990:478). Built environments are
actively designed by humans to allow for differentiated social
interaction. The study of spatial relationships in the built
environment can provide much information about the behavioural

patterns of people.

Many factors, such as the geographical or climatic environments,
affect the design and making of any built environment. The
geographical environment may play an important role in
determining spatial behaviour by suggesting that building lines
flow with the shape of the land, or by the availability of
different building materials. Determining climatic factors may
include heavy rains, or the subsequent suitability of using a
certain space during the wet season. However, the built

environment is also affected by people's perceptions and views



about the physical environment which is, in turn, affected by

cultural values.

Personal space, the immediate area around an individual, is
influenced by many factors, but primarily involves the way in
which people expect that space to be used (Leibman 1970:211).
Rapoport (1980:11) suggested:

...space is the three-dimensional extension of the
world around us, the intervals, distances and
relationships between people and people, people and
things, and things and things. Space organization is,
then, the way in which these separations occur and
is central in understanding, analyzing, and
comparing built environments.

Space is divided not only conceptually, but physically, and the
segmenting of space may be compared to the partitioning of
architecture (Kent 1991:442). Cross-culturally, people's actions
in certain spaces are directly linked with cultural behaviour. A
particular people's culture, its rules and value systems, affect
the way that people behave within the built environment (Lang et
al 1974:94). According to Kent (1991:467), 'culture influences
behavior, whereas architecture merely reminds actors of that

influence'.
ilt Form r f Information

'Architecture is the most permanent and illuminating of
unwritten records' (Gloag 1975:2). When structures lose their
original form and become ruins, the separate building elements
still hold a great deal of information. Perhaps only foundations

and parts of walls remain, but the spaces outlined by these



elements may still depict different uses through time. The
remains of a chimney stack and plumbing facilities in one room
may be evidence of a kitchen area, contradicted or reinforced by
information given from spatial relationships, dependent on

socio-cultural variables.

For one social group, the kitchen (or place where food is
prepared) may be a room located within the main building (eg.
contemporary Australian domestic structures) but, for another
group, it may be a separate structure adjacent to the main
building (eg. early Australian timber and iron structures, see Bell
1984). Spaces may be attributed different meanings according to
the experiences that people have within those spaces (Lawrence
1981:16). It is therefore advisable to gain some knowledge of
the socio-cultural aspects, which may affect architectural
planning, prior to making inferences about spatial relationships.
This may be done through ethnographical and historical research,

or by conceptualizing from oral accounts.

However, structural partitions and the spaces outlined may be
the only sources of information. This may be pertinent to the
built forms of a culture which no longer exists and for which
there are no written records or oral accounts. In such cases it is
possible to draw upon universal notions of the use of space. For
example, in a domestic Australian structure, basic functional
spatial differentiation tells us that it is more practicable to
have the kitchen located closer to the eating area than the

sleeping area. Indeed, 'rules about the uses of space provide one



of the most important ways by which the built environment can

be imbued with meaning' (Waterson 1990:167).

When little more remains of a building other than a few
structural elements, such as a brick wall with a wooden door and
lintel (see Appendix A), then the technological processes
involved at the time of construction have to be inferred. Design
and construction decisions may be the result of aesthetic appeal,
personal preference for style or because of the technical ability
of the builder.

The design of a building for aesthetic reasons may directly
influence the way that building is constructed. For example, if
an arch is required above a doorway because it will add 'beauty’
to an entrance, it may be converted to a lintel and hence have a
dual purpose as a support element (see Appendix A). However, if
a builder does not know how to construct this, an extra lintel
may be added above the doorway, making the arch merely
decorative. Thus, technological processes are affected by the

structural knowledge and/or ability of the builder or designer.

Structural evidence such as cut marks (eg. from an axe), a
certain type of nail (eg. iron), or the type of wood used may tell
us something about the resource availability and/or about the
methods employed in construction. These variables are
important aspects to be considered when making inferences
about any incomplete structure or individual material culture

item.



Obviously, it is not only the ruins of a building which hold
information. A well-cared for building may also yield much
information about the way in which a society lives or has
changed. The exterior of a building may be consciously conserved
in its original state, yet temporary partitions may be erected.
For example, an old school hall may be converted into a hospital
during war time due to a lack of adequately enclosed and
spacious buildings. Naturally, the most important point is the
initial realisation from documentation, or other means, that the
building was used as a hospital. |f temporary partitions were
erected during its use as a hospital, inferences may be drawn
about the different uses of the additional spaces which remain'
within the old school hall. However, if there is no knowledge of
its use as a hospital, the task of interpreting the differentiation

of space, within the old school hall, becomes more difficult.

The temporal perspective must be taken into account when
interpreting spatial organization. Major historical events may be
reflected by the changes in use of buildings (Gloag 1975:8), as in
the case of the old school hall mentioned above. However, social
history may not always be the determining factor in the
interpretation of the use of architectural space, which s
'strongly influenced by the lived and past experiences of people'
(Lawrence 1981:15). Built forms, as artefacts, are consciously
designed and used, and thus encode information about cultural
and environmental processes and changes. As Davison and
McConville (1991:74) explained:



Viewing buildings as documents, therefore, alerts
us to their significance, not only as evidence about
the builder, architect and original owner, but also
to the processes of cultural and social change
which have subsequently altered, extended,
truncated or refurbished them.

Since it is not only geographical and climatic factors which
affect the built environment, people and cultural values must be
taken into account when interpreting the design and use of any
human-built form. Choices and decisions are made by any
designer, and a building as an artefact may be used in many
different ways. Ethnographical or historical research may be
used to discover the ideologies behind spatial organization.
Without understanding how behavioural patterns affect this
organization, the study of buildings disregards the personal
element which is so important to design in the first instance,

and is sometimes neglected by many architects and historians.

In order to understand the choices made in the design of
Townsville's Old Gaol, a background to the architect, availability
of building materials, early Australian architecture and gaol

design, are given here.
Y AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE

During the time that it was a Colony of Great Britain, Australia
saw two major periods of architecture: Early Colonial, from
1788 to the mid-19th century, and Late Colonial, ending with
federation in 1901. The Georgian style of architecture followed
trends in Britain, was primarily used in New South Wales and

Tasmania, and is now generally regarded as Early Colonial. As



the other colonies (the present Commonwealth states) were
founded later, architecture there became more reflective of the

Late Colonial period (Herman 1963:3).

Georgian Architecture

The Georgian style of architecture follows quite strict
guidelines in design. Basically, Georgian architecture is very
symmetrically organized around a central feature, which is most
often the main entrance door (Herman 1963:4). The buildings are
generally two-storeyed and very proportionate, with an over-
hanging hipped roof (Freeland 1968:5). All elements on one side
must be balanced by an equal and opposite element. For example,'
if there are four sets of windows on the facade to the left of the
main entrance, there must be four sets of windows in a mirrored
position to the right. The windows themselves are
characteristically ‘'rectangular twelve-paned double sash
windows arranged with strict symmetry in the walls' (Freeland
1968:5).

Each element is a necessary part of the whole structure and
ornamentation is minimal (Herman 1963:4), being restricted to
'stone quoins, stone window dressings classically moulded and a
dentil course and simple cornice mouldings at the roof eaves
line' (Freeland 1968:5) (see Appendix A). Chimneys are located in
balancing positions on the roof, and a feature arch is often

located above a generous main entrance (see Appendix A).
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Australian Georgian architecture was predominant during the
1830s, relying upon uncomplicated design, brick walls, and
beautiful detailing of the proportioned parts (Freeland 1968:5;
Herman 1963:5). It was equivalent to the end of the popular
- European Classic Revival architecture (Herman 1963:5). The
Georgian style, and Early Colonial architecture in general, began
to decline in use after the 1850s, a time of political and social

changes, affected by the great gold rushes (Herman 1963:6).

Townsville's Old Gaol was designed in the mid-1870s and is
characteristic of the Georgian style. Consequently, it is
misplaced within the Late Colonial period of architecture. This
may be due to a number of factors, including the Edinburgh-
training of the Colonial Architect of the time, F. D. G. Stanley, or
the reluctance of the Government to move away from British
influences. Stanley's description of his design (see Chapter
Two), includes justifications for planning rather than style.
However, these aspects may have been influenced by other gaol
designs in Australia, Great Britain and the United States of

America.
ralian | Desi

To design a gaol must be one of the most difficult tasks for any
architect. Very few, if any, have proved to be entirely
successful. To plan a space for confinement is complicated, as
the cleverness of escapees may never be fully apprehended and
one may never be prepared for every escape route or idea.
Conversely, gaols are places of accommodation for prisoners,

and hence must be comfortably liveable.
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The Colonial architects were largely responsible for the design
of gaols. The models for gaols were naturally based in Britain.
Early architects in Australia no doubt incurred problems
designing for a different climate and working within the

limitations of local resources.

During the late 1820s and 1830s, Australian gaol design changed
dramatically and became strongly influenced by American models
(Kerr 1984:47). The major feature that was adopted from the
American designs was the radial plan. At the time, this was
seen to be most effective for functional purposes, 'including

supervision and classification' (Kerr 1984:90).

In New South Wales, gaol design from the late 1830s to 1880,
'consisted of detached wings radiating from a central chapel and
linked to it by an iron bridge' (Kerr 1988:113). The 1839 plan of
Berrima Gaol (Figure 1.a), in New South Wales, is an example of a
radial plan with three main elements extending from a central
building. The exterior wall is of unusual shape, but is basically
semi-circular, with internal corners of 90 and 135 degree
angles, having straight margins parallel to the building's outer

walls.

Victorian gaols, during the 1860s, featured a large internal
surveillance hall as the central element (Kerr 1988:113). The
central surveillance area was a feature influenced by Jebb's
design for Pentonville Gaol, London (Figure 1.b), built in the early
1840s, consisting of four primary elements radiating from a
central hall, with a surrounding security wall of a half-octagon

(another semi-circular type of interior space) (Kerr 1988:63).

12



Fremantle Prison, currently being studied for conservation
purposes, by the Building Management Authority of Western
Australia, was a gaol whose first design, by Henderson in 1851,

and based on Jebb's Pentonville design (Kerr 1992:35).

Most differences in gaol design between the colonies was due to
the personal preferences of the individual Colonial architects.
During the late 1870s and 1880s in Queensland, the Colonial
architect, F. D. G. Stanley, worked on gaol design following the
radial plan concept (Kerr 1988:113). Gaols of this type were
built both in Rockhampton and Townsville, with only minor
differences in their respective plans. In Stanley's designs
(Figures 1.c & 1.d), the wings were grouped around a central open
space rather than a building, and the security wall was indeed
semi-circular, joining at right angles with a straight wall along

the front.
Francis Drummon revill nl

Francis Drummond Greville Stanley was an Edinburgh-born and
trained architect. Consequently, his designs often reflect
British influences. Stanley emigrated to Brisbane in 1862 and
was Queensland's Colonial Architect from 1873-81 (Morrison
1888:423, Kerr 1988:113). During his time with the government,
Stanley designed many substantial Queensland buildings,
including the Brisbane Hospital, and several court houses and

post offices throughout Queensland (Freeland 1968:156).
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Figure 1.a: Berrima Gaol
plan, 1939.
After Kerr (1984:95).
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Figure 1.b: Pentonville Gaol plan, ground floor.
After Kerr (1984:159).
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Figure 1.c: Plan of Rockhampton Gaol, designed by F.D.G. Stanley.
After Kerr (1988:114).
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The present Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, located in Flinders
Mall, Townsville, was previously a branch of the old Queensland
National Bank. It is just one example of a building designed by
Stanley, and was one of the earliest brick structures in
Townsville. Other Townsville structures designed by Stanley
include the first Post Office, Magistrates Court, 1879 Telegraph
Office and the Hospital (Morrison 1888:423, Gibson-Wilde
1984:167).

Each of the above buildings served a different purpose.
Therefore, each plan is quite different. Nevertheless, it seems
as though Stanley particularly liked brick as a building material
but this may be due to strong English influences and lack of

experience with other materials, such as timber or iron.

Building Materials in North Queensiand

Several historic buildings of Townsville were constructed of
bricks during the late 1870s and 1880s; for example, the
Customs House and the Old Gaol. The bricks used to construct
such buildings were made locally, or transported from other
areas of Australia to Townsville by land or sea. Builders often
made their own bricks, forming them by hand from clay, allowing
them to dry in the sun, and burning them in an excavation hole
using local timber for fuel. Bricks fashioned in this manner were
usually stamped with a common symbol (the personal mark of the
maker) during the unburnt stage, were irregular in shape and

size, and were quite porous (Smith 1975:7).
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Timber and iron were, for a long time, the major building
materials used in North Queensland. Although the Townsville
district had a ready supply of local granite, stone was not used
as a building material until after 1896 (Q V&P 1887:942). Today,
because of the large white ant population in the area, concrete is
used widely in Townsville. During the 1870s and 1880s, brick
was used sparingly as the major material in a building. Its use
was generally restricted to brick piers for timber houses to
deter white ants, and concrete was sometimes used as a

desirable material for foundations (Bell 1984:162).

According to Smith (1975:9), major brick production began in
North Queensland during the gold rush days of the 1870s,
specifically around Ravenswood and Charters Towers, to the
west of Townsville. Bricks were made for building boilers and
flues, the bases of the steam engines which drove ore crushers
used for extracting the gold lodged in quartz (Smith 1975:9).
Many of the bricks produced were used in the construction of
public buildings in the Ravenswood and Charter Towers districts
(Smith 1975:9). The first brickworks in Townsville were
established in the late 1860s, in German Gardens, renamed

Belgian Gardens during World War 1.

More recently, in Townsville, during the 1970s, bricks were
produced commercially and used by a number of builders.
However, Smith (1975:19) suggested that a building boom during
the 1970s also saw an increase in the use of concrete in its

various forms: blocks, in situ, and precast, etc. Although bricks
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were being produced and used by builders, concrete was often
favoured in architectural designs because it was relatively
inexpensive, less porous than brick and, in a pre-cast form, gave
security against cyclones that brick veneer structures could not
provide. However, improved building technology and the use of
cyclone bolts in double cavity brick structures have seen a
revival in the use of bricks in North Queensland today. Thus,
there has been great development in the manufacture and use of

bricks in Townsville since the Old Gaol was constructed.

The Rooney Brothers

The Rooney family were the major timber merchants and owneré
of the most prominent construction business in North Queensland
during the 1870s and 1880s. Rooney & Co. mills successfully
supplied the North with timber building materials. Rainforest
timber was obtained locally, while other woods were often
shipped on Rooney & Co. vessels from as far as Maryborough,
Hobart and San Francisco (Taylor 1989:2). Innovative
construction machinery was often imported from England,

Europe and the United States (Taylor 1989:2).

In their construction business the Rooney Brothers, steadily and
successfully tendered for government contracts. Rooney
Brothers builders were responsible for the erection of several
major public buildings in Townsville, including the Customs
House, Courthouse, and Telegraph Office (Bell 1984:136). The
company's architect, John Rooney (a partner) is credited with the

design and construction of many substantial timber structures
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throughout North Queensland. In 1878, the Rooney Brothers won

the contract for the construction of the Old Gaol.
NCLUSION

The availability of building materials is an important part of the
design process. Early Australian architecture reflected design in
Britain where materials were well known, and qualified
tradespeople were readily available. During the colonial years,
the difficulty involved in making bricks in North Queensland, the
scarcity of brick-building technology in Townsville, and the
architect's lack of knowledge of the North Queensland industrial
and environmental climates, all had bearing upon problems in thé

design of the Old Gaol.

Brick and timber were the main building materials used in the
construction of Townsville's Old Gaol (Q V&P 1887). Limestone
masonry was used in other states for the construction of
prisons, such as the Fremantle Prison in Western Australia (Kerr
1992:11), so why not in Townsville? Perhaps brick was
Stanley's preferred building material, or its use was specified in
the Government brief. Unfortunately, the original brief is no
longer extant, and there appears to be no evidence in the
available literature to explain why local stone was not used as a

building material in Townsville.

Stanley did not design a particularly efficient gaol, and did not
take into account the arrangement of spaces in relation to
people. In the following chapters, we shall see how the spatial

relationships, resulting from Stanley's design, had great bearing
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on the effective running of the institution. However, in order to
place Stanley's design within a historical context, the next
chapter gives an account of early Townsville and the

development of the Old Gaol structures.
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CHAPTER TWO

TOWNSVILLE'S OLD GAOL STRUCTURES
1875-1890

This chapter deals with the founding and growth of Townsville,
and the Old Gaol structures from the time of the conception of
its design to the end of its use as a gaol. The information on
design and materials, given in Chapter One, provides a background
for this second chapter which deals directly with Townsville and
the Old Gaol. Included here is a description of the plan and
associated buildings. Of major consideration are the historical
events that affected population growth in North Queensland, and
the need for a secure place of confinement for the region's

criminals.
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EARLY TOWNSVILLE

The external influences on design are inevitable and may be
numerous. The 1865 Townsville city plan was arranged
schematically around a port at Cleveland Bay. This plan was to
have a direct influence on the choice of location of the Old Gaol.
However, the major historical influence on the construction of a
permanent gaol in Townsville was population growth due to the

gold rushes during the late 1860s and 1870s.
F in n rowth of Townsvill

Townsville is the largest city in tropical North Queensland, the
northern third of the state, extending from just south of Mackay
to the northern tip of Cape York and the Torres Strait Islands
(Figure 2.a). Townsville is located beside the sea, on Cleveland
Bay, set against a background of Castle Hill, with a view of
Magnetic Island from the mainland. During the 1890s, Townsville
was officially recognized as the administrative centre for the

north (Lawson 1977:28).

In 1845, Dr Ludwig Leichhardt had explored the area to the north-
west of Townsville, named by him as the Burdekin. George
Eiphinstone Dalrymple further explored the Burdekin Valley,
reported tracings of gold, and suggested there might be provision
for a port at the mouth of the Burdekin River. However, in 1860,
the HMS Spitfire reported that they were unable to find a

suitable outlet for navigation (Lawson 1977:4).

23



. 160° PAPUA 1480
NEW GUINEA
TORRES STRAIT
L 10°
0.0. Thursday Is.
¢ 2 Cape York
-1‘; 14°

Cooktown

i ,
Normanton
Y ®

o/ Tully

 Burketown Hinchinbrook Is. 18°1
. JMagnetic is.
GOLDFIELD
ome Hill
Bowen
4e
Mackay
100 Q 100 200 km. &
F22° s 22°4
wv
140° 1%4° 148°
A A 4

Figure 2.a: Map of North Queensland.
After Gibson-Wilde (1984:xvii).
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Bowen, to the south of Townsville, was opened in 1861 as the
first major port for the white settlers in the 'Burdekin and
Flinders District’ (Lawson 1977:4). During the 1860s, an
increasing number of squatters and pastoralists in the 'upper
Burdekin and to the west of Cleveland Bay' demanded better
access to supplies (Lawson 1977:6). Since land travel was too
long and hazardous between Bowen and the far north, another

suitable port site was sought by several European ent}'epreneurs.

John Melton Black, a surveyor, and Robert Towns, a wealthy New
South Wales businessman and parliamentarian (and supposed
Blackbirder), convinced the Government in 1864 that there was a
suitable site for a port in Cleveland Bay (Gibson-Wilde 1984:36;
Lawson 1977:4-5). Townsville became the first major North
Queensland settlement to meet the squatters’ needs for the
provision of supplies and a communication link with the Moreton

Region of south-east Queensland.

With the arrival of building materials and ten South Sea Islander
labourers, aboard the vessel Uncle Tom on 17 January 1865, the
town began to grow rapidly (Gibson-Wilde 1984:40,45; Lawson
1977:10-11). Timber and iron were the prominent building
materials, as a brickworks had not yet been established, and the
local granite had not yet been identified as a suitable building
resource (Gibson-Wilde 1984:45-486).

The layout of the town was largely determined by J.M. Black,
who, anxious to secure as much land as possible, ordered the
erection of 'buildings on corner blocks and on property boundary

lines between every two allotments so that improvements might
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be claimed on every block'. However, Black's planning was

apparently limited to the section of the town nearest the creek
mouth (Gibson-Wilde 1984:46-47).
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Figure 2.b: Stuart's 1865 plan of Townsville.
After Gibson-Wilde (1984:48).
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According to Lawson (1977:11), 'the Government had no official
knowledge of a settlement at Cleveland Bay'. Clarendon Stuart,
the Government surveyor, had no option but to incorporate Black's
plan into his own, which was the Government regulated 'grid
pattern with streets 2 chains (40 metres) wide' (Gibson-Wilde
1984:47). The first town plan consisted primarily of rectangular
blocks on flat lands, between Melton Hill and Kissing Point (along
North Ward from the Strand to Eyre Street) on one side, and in
the city centre from Denham Street to Blackwood Street on the
other side (Gibson-Wilde 1984:47) (Figure 2.b).

Townsville's Earliest Major Buildings

In 1865, Townsville was proclaimed a municipality and its
population was estimated at 100 (Lawson 1977:11,15). By 1866,
Townsville was well settled and major buildings were being
constructed, though the standard of building was somewhat
mixed. The structures varied from temporary tents or humpies,

to timber and iron stores and houses (Gibson-Wilde 1984:68).

Life in North Queensiand was by no means easy, though it may
have appeared a tropical paradise to a new and unsuspecting
settler. There had been talk of gold in the surrounding districts,
which oftentimes proved to be misleading (Gibson-Wilde
1984:61). An influx of miners and squatters into the area
showed an increasing recognition of Townsville as a meeting

place and provider of supplies (Gibson-Wilde 1984:61).

By the end of 1866, the Criterion and Exchange Hotels had been

erected in the city centre as the demand for places of leisure
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increased. Both hotels offered bathing facilities and billiard
saloons. .Seven hotels had been erected by 1867, and the demand
for more substantial building materials was increased owing to
the effects of a cyclone that hit the region early in that year.
The first telegraph office was built in 1869, on the corner of
Wickham Street and the Strand. One of the earliest brick
structures was the Court House on the corner of Sturt and Stokes
Streets, designed by Stanley and built in 1874-75 by Rooney
Bros.. The first prison, or 'lock-up' and Police station was a
""timber and tin" structure, apparently L-shaped, on low blocks',
situated in Stanley Street and completed in 1876 (Gibson-Wilde
1984:66-68; Lawson 1977:18-22). '

Increased Criminal Activity

Increased activity in the goldfields saw a rise in criminal
activity such as 'drunkenness, violence and vagrancy' (Gibson-
Wilde 1984:109). The criminal activities of the goldfields
steadily flowed into the town, especially when the gold
resources began to decline and people moved from the fields to
the city in search of work. Townsville steadily increased in size
and soon 'became a legal and medical centre for the surrounding
districts' (Gibson-Wilde 1984:84). By 1870, Townsville had
become a major port in North Queensland, overtaking Bowen

which was an earlier port and fierce rival.

it soon became obvious that, with the population explosion of the
1870s, the Police lock-up would quickly become overcrowded as

a gaol for the area's convicted criminals. As early as 1872, the

28



original timber and iron gaol had become inadequate. According
to Gibson-Wilde (1984:146-147):

Not only was it overcrowded, but criminals had
discovered it was by no means escape proof. At
least two escapes were made by sawing holes in
the timber floor and crawling out between the
stumps below, but it was not until 1875 that
tenders were called for a new building. The site
chosen was on part of the Botanical Gardens
Reserve, already occupied by the cricket ground.
Despite complaints, the Government refused to pay
compensation to the Cricket Club; the Government
Architect laid out the site in May 1877, and the
new gaol was occupied by October 1878.

The "new gaol" mentioned above was located on the Botanic
Gardens site in North Ward probably because it was a reasonable
distance from the city centre and residential areas at that time.
This gaol, the first permanent prison in North Queensland, is now
referred to as the Old Gaol by some residents of Townsville, and
is no longer used for prisoner confinement. Several buildings of
the Old Gaol have been destroyed, and the Townsville Central
State Primary School is now located on the premises. The
residents of Townsville now call the gaol at Stuart's Creek 'the
new gaol' because it was the second major gaol built in

Townsville and was occupied by 1891.

THE OLD GAOL STRUCTURES

F. D. G. Stanley was given the task of designing a gaol for
Townsville, a major regional centre outside Brisbane and Moreton
Bay. This was the gaol to be built on the Botanic Gardens
Reserve. According to a report written by Colonial Architect

Stanley for the Under-Secretary of Public Works on May 8, 1875
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(QSA WOR/A 369 1875:#1), 'the object in view has been to
provide a complete establishment which would be sufficient for
the Gaol requirements of the North, for say the next ten or

twelve years without material alteration'.

The abovementioned report contained Stanley's description (loc.

cit.) of the plan and reasons for certain design decisions:

The general arrangement of Plan adopted is
that of the radiating principle as great facility is
afforded under this system for the economical
working of the whole establishment.

The accommodation of the Gaol when
completed and as shown on Plan consists of...

1 One Prison Ward for 140 Male Prisoners forty
in single cells and 100 in Associated d®.
[ditto=cells].

2 Prison Ward for 60 Female Prisoners. Twenty
in Single Cells and 40 in Associated.

These buildings are designed in Blocks two
stories [sic] in height as being in the first place
more economical in cost than one storey buildings
and secondly as occupying less ground area within
the Boundary Wall, so leaving more Yard space for
exercise, Work Sheds etc.

3 Prisoners Kitchen with Store etc. attached.

4 Quarters for Gaoler with Offices.

5 D¢ Turnkeys placed on each side of Entrance
Court and having Check Gate at inner side of
same.

6 Underground Tanks with sufficient supply for
full complement of Prisoners.

The whole of the Prison portion of the Gaol is
surrounded by brick Boundary Wall 16ft [4877mm]
in height and the Yards in which the Prison Wards
stand are divided from each other by brick walls 10
ft [3048mm] in height and from the outer Boundary
Wall by a strong open Stockade Fence. Between this
Fence and the Wall a roadway 20ft [6096mm] wide
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is carried which will serve to give additional
security and provide a space which can be used as a
means of inspection over Yards and also for Drays
and cleaning Earth Closets etc.

A portion of the Gaol sufficient to
accommodate 60 prisoners providing also Boundary
Wall, Exercising Yards, Kitchen Tanks and necessary
Offices with a timber building for Gaolers and
Turnkeys Quarters can | estimate be erected [sic]
for £7.500 [$15 000] and | would beg to suggest
that the sum of £4000 [$8000] now available might
be devoted towards carrying out this portion of the
Gaol. Tenders might if approved be invited for
works, Estimated as under viz.

Male Prison Ward £1481 [$2962]

Female D* D¢ £1116 [$2232]

Boundary Wall 1614  [$3228]

£4211 [$8422]
For the remainder of the necessary works under the
above Estimate of £7.500 [$15 000] Tenders could
if approved be called and the same carried out after
the Main building so as to complete the whole Gaol
at the same time. | have the honor to append
herewith Abstract Estimate showing cost of Entire
Gaol [Appendix B].

F. D. G. Stanley
Colonial Archi
The major problem, already obvious from Stanley's description of
his design, is the lack of humanization of the complex. During
the Colonial years, prisoners seem to have been regarded as
people to be held in a confined and closed institution, rather than
people to be securely accommodated in a liveable environment.
The difference here is that the second place allows a person to
live within the establishment, rather than merely work and exist.
This concept has only been employed in gaol design in more

recent decades.
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Stanley, like many other architects of his time, regarded gaols
as places of confinement with functional work places, rather
than environments to provide employment and secure habitable
spaces. The Townsville Herald (2 October, 1879) reiterated the
dull conditions when it reported 'the architect has succeeded in
designing a building which combines all requisites necessary to

make up regulation gloominess' (Gibson-Wilde 1984:201).

The original plans prepared by Stanley were, for the most part,
followed closely. However, several alterations were made,
including the change of materials for the gaoler's and turnkey'é
quarters from timber to brick. Stanley estimated that the total
cost for construction of the whole complex would amount to
£17.100 (QSA WOR/A 369 1875:#1) (Appendix B).

Tenders were called for the construction of the Townsville Gaol
by a newspaper advertisement placed by the Department of
Public Works, Brisbane, 13th May, 1875 (QSA WOR/A 369 1875)
(Appendix B). The contract, for £9,731, was won by J. Rooney
(QDAS CAR 1877).

in January, 1878, Stanley reported that the construction of the
Gaol had been 'much delayed by the difficulty of obtaining skilled
bricklayers', but 'the boundary walls, main prison, and
considerable part of the fences' were complete (QSA WOR/A 369
1878:#2). On April 18, 1878, tenders were called for the
construction of the 'Gaoler's Quarters and Sentry Sheds,
Townsville Gaol' (QSA WOR/A 369 1878) (Appendix B). The
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tender of Messrs J. and J. Rooney was accepted at the sum of
£3443 [$6886], in September 1878 (QSA WOR/A 369 1878:#3).

According to Charles S. Dicken, of the Townsville Court House,
the Gaol was occupied by July 1879, and at the end of that month,
there were 19 male and 3 female prisoners (QSA WOR/A 369
1879:#2786). The first portion of the contract was, after more
than three years, completed by March, 1880 (QDAS CAR 1880).
Additions, including shelter sheds, bathrooms and outbuildings,
were completed in 1884 for £707 [$1414] by contractor J. Miller
(QDAS CAR 1884).

Th ] mplex

As the whole of the original Gaol complex is no longer intact,
there may be no better description of the site and buildings,
accommodation, sanitation and administration, than that
provided by a "Report with Minutes of Evidence Taken Before The
Board of Inquiry Appointed to Inquire into the General
Management of the Gaols, Penal Establishments, and Lockups of

the Colony of Queensland" (Q V&P 1887:675-1043).

The report included 66 pages on the Townsville Gaol, part of
which is reproduced in Appendix C. The following is a
description of the plan (see Appendix F and Figure 1.d), noted by
Kerr (1988:113), and written with reference to the Q V&P report.

The north-east facing plan of Townsville's Old Gaol was worked
within a semi-circular 16ft [4877mm] high x 600mm thick brick

boundary wall (Plate 1). The gaoler's and turnkey's quarters were
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situated mid-way along the straight margin, and to the exterior
of the boundary wall (Figure 1.d). At the centre of this building
was a covered court where prisoners (and, for some time, so-
called lunatics) were accepted through main entrance gates, into
a large circulation and distribution space, called the front circle.
A verandah, connected to a 10ft [3048mm] high wall, followed
the arc of the front circle from which three main elements
radiated (Q V&P 1887:729). These elements were the women's
cell block to the left, the men's cell block to the right, with the
kitchen and wood shed in the middle. A large water tank was
situated in the centre of the front circle, a guérd room was
located in the southern corner, and a kitchen for the principai

gaoler was in the northern corner (loc. cit.).

The women's cell block was a brick and cement structure, 33ft x
26ft [10058mm x 7925mm], with seven single cells on the
ground floor, and an associated cell (a dormitory situation) on
the upper floor (Q V&P 1887:730). The concrete foundation of
this wing remains today, showing 9ft x 7ft [2743mm x 2134mm]
outlines of the single cells. Instead of an eighth cell, stairs led
to the associated cell. The men's block was similar, yet larger,
being 49ft x 26 1/4 ft [14935mm x 8001mm] on the ground floor
(Q V&P 1887:730). There were 11 single cells on the ground
floor, with the same dimensions as those of the female
prisoners' wing. On the ground floor, the twelfth cell space was

converted to a stairwell which led to the upper associated cell.
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Plate 1:

Townsville's Old Gaol, courtesy of Townsville Central
State Primary School (c.1885, source unknown).




The single cells of both wings lined the outer walls, and were
ventilated by gratings at the top and perforated iron ventilators
at the bottom of the walls (Q V&P 1887:730). A 4it [1219mrﬁ]
wide corridor ran the length of the ground floor, dividing each
wing in half. The associated wards were poorly ventilated,
contained no corridors, and were accessed through doorways at

the top of the stairs.

The kitchen was a single storey building, 20 1/2ft x 31ft
[6248mm x 9449mm], accessed from the kitchen yard which was
entered through a door in the centre of the front circle's
verandah. Bathrooms were located to the left and right of the
kitchen yard against the wall of the front circle. The wood shed
was adjacent to the kitchen. A 10ft [3048mm] high palisade of
open battens, 20ft [6096mm] from the boundary wall, allowed
visual access to the inner yards (Q V&P 1887:730) (for definition
of terms see Appendix A). The space between the palisade and
the boundary wall was used as a roadway, and contained gates at
~the far ends to give access to the carts which transported

woodstocks, food supplies, and so on.

Four yards were divided by the three main buildings, with
separating timber walls extending from the centre of the wings
for men and women, and from the outer edges of the kitchen and
wood yard, to the palisade. Sheds with incorporated bathrooms
were located in each yard, and earth closets were located
towards the sterile zone nearest the palisade. Each yard was
accessed by a door in the verandah of the front circle. At the

exterior radial point running from the gaoler's and turnkey's
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quarters, through the kitchen and wood yard, a sentry tower was
located against the exterior of the boundary wall. Sheds and
associated buildings were constructed primarily of timber and
iron (QSA WOR/A 369, #4) (Appendix B). There is no record of
the type of building material used for the kitchen, but it is
presumed that since it was not used for night confinement, then

it may have been of timber.

The size of the prison cells was quite large, as described earlier.
However, there appears to have been a necessity to provide more
individual cells to avoid the mixing of different classes of
prisoners, as shall be seen in the next chapter. This is another
example of the need for considering the human impact when

defining spaces.

Structural Aspects of the Gaoler's and Turnkey's
Quarters

The gaoler's and turnkey's quarters were in a two-storeyed brick
building, of Georgian style, with balancing room organization to
the left and right of the covered court (Plates 2 & 3, Figure 2.b).
Large outer and inner cast iron gates at either end of the covered

court guarded the entrance to the gaol (Plate 4).

Owing to the inconsistency in size of bricks, and their porous
nature, the walls were plastered or kalsomined over (see
Appendix A). | believe bricks used in the Charters Towers
goldfields were imported as ballast. However, the origin of the
bricks» used in the construction of the Old Gaol is unknown but, as

there are no records of them being imported, and because a large
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quantity was required, it is possible that they were made locally.
Each side of the building contained a brick chimney stack carried
up through the first floor. The hipped roof was constructed of
pine rafters covered with galvanised corrugated iron, and had

protruding eaves.

According to Gibson-Wilde (1984:168), 'Stanley's original
touches were the windows of the ground floor, which are arched
rather than rectangular, and shaded by shutters carefully shaped

to fit the arches'.

The double-sashed windows were of glass, with timber frames.
Stairwells, containing timber staircases were situated between.
the two major rooms on each floor, linking the ground and first
floors on either side of the covered court (Plate 5). The ground
floor had concrete foundations overlaid with timber, while the
upper floor was of suspended timber (Plate 4b; see Appendix A).
It seems logical, though not noted on plan, that the office spaces
were located on the ground floor, while the first floor was

occupied as living quarters.
NCLUSION

All aspects of the Old Gaol building were affected by the
planning, both of the gaol itself and of Townsville as a city.
The requirement for a permanent gaol in Townsville was
necessitated by population growth. The building materials may
have been selected for prisoner security and endurance against

cyclones.
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Figure 2.b: Plan of gaoler's and turnkey's quarters.
Computer drawing by the author, June 1992.
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a) North-east elevation.

b) North-west elevation

Plate 2: The former gaoler's and turnkey's quarters.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.
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a) South-east elevation.

b) South-west elevation.

Plate 3: The former gaoler's and turnkey's quarters.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.

41



b) Entrance to the covered court, interior view, showing support
beams to upper suspended timber floor.

Plate 4: Entrance to the former gaoler's and turnkey's quarters,
showing timber and glass doors which replaced the original iron
gates, after the buildings use for gaol purposes was
discontinued.

Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.

42



a) Exterior view, north-
west elevation.

D) Interior view of the
stairs, looking from below
and above, respectively
(note the different shapes
in door frames).

Plate 5: Stairwell of the former gaoler's and turnkey's quarters.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.
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The design of the gaol was expected to define the way that the
spaces were to be used. Unfortunately, due to overcrowding and
lack of storage space, much of the gaol complex was used for
other than the original intended purposes proposed by Stanley.
Health and maintenance problems were largely a product of poor
planning and structural decisions that did not take the tropical
climate into account. Population growth was to be expected, and
provision was made in the design for additions to be made to the
cell blocks. However, even if the gaol were only to be used for
approximately twelve years, the number of cells initially
provided were inadequate for the increasing number of inmates
sent from as far away as Cairns. These issues, and thé
associated administration of the gaol, living conditions, and

certain design problems, are discussed in the following chapter.

44



CHAPTER THREE
OLD GAOL CONDITIONS 1875-1890

The living conditions, administration, design problems, and
reasons for discontinuing the use of the Old Gaol are discussed in
this chapter. The design of the gaol, as outlined in the previous
chapter, greatly affected the way in which it was used and the
conditions that prevailed within the gaol. This chapter therefore
examines both the negative and positive aspects of the
functioning of the gaol in relation to individual structures and

the overall design.
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Administration

In 1887, it was reported that there were ten staff members
working at the Townsville Gaol: one gaoler, seven male turnkeys,
one of whom was the head turnkey, one female turnkey, and a
matron (Q V&P 1887:732). A medical practitioner was employed
to take care of any prisoner health problems. Though it was
regulation procedure for the doctor to inspect prisoners when
they were admitted, he would only call at the gaol, on average,
every four days (Q V&P 1887:732).

The day duty comprised one female turnkey and the matron who
supervised the female prisoners, and four male turnkeys: one whd
controlled the gates and the front circle; another in the yards;
the third in the wood yard, and the fourth in the sentry tower (Q
V&P 1887:732). Two turnkeys took half the night watch each,
moving about the whole gaol and, when there were night
disturbances in the associated cells, the head turnkey was called
(Q V&P 1887:732). The matron lived on the premises, and so no
female turnkey was employed for night duty (Q V&P 1887:935).

The cells were opened at 6 a.m. in Summer, and 6.30 a.m. during
winter, and the silence bells were sounded at 9 p.m. in summer,
and 8 p.m. during winter (Q V&P 1887:935). An "all's well!" night
cry was required to be called every half hour by the turnkey on
duty , although this was not strictly practised, due to the lack of

timepieces on the warders and around the gaol (Q V&P 1887:935).

The principal turnkey accepted new prisoners into the gaol,

searched them, and assessed their health and hygiene before
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distribution to the cells, be it during the day or at night (Q V&P
1887:935). The gaoler's position was primarily administrative.
He had responsibility for hiring and dismissing other staff
members, and for the effective running of the whole gaol. In
addition, he dealt with both staff and prisoner complaints. In
1887, at the time of the Queensiand Government inquiry, the
gaoler was Thomas Smyth.  Previously connected with the Police
Department, Smyth had been gaoler at Townsville Gaol for eight
years and eight months at the time of his testimony (Q V&P
1887:934). Gaoler Smyth's testimony is particularly relevant as
it contained information pertaining to the administration and

living conditions of the staff and prisoners of the Old Gaol.
A mm ion

Accommodation was comfortable for 68 prisoners: 41 males and
27 females. However, two of the single cells were used as
storerooms, thus reducing the maximum available
accommodation to 66 prisoners (Q V&P 1887:730). By 1887, the
largest number of prisoners that had been accommodated at one
time was 135, over twice the recommended number (Q V&P
1887:731). It is understandable, then, that living conditions
when the gaol was overcrowded were not entirely satisfactory.
At those times, three men were accommodated in each singie
cell and eight or ten were placed in the corridor of the male
wing; the females were kept in the single cells of their own
wing, while males were housed in the women's associated ward
(Q V&P 1887:731).
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No bed boards were provided in the women's block, but the single
cells for the males had one board each (Q V&P 1887:731). At one
stage, the women's cells had boards but evidently they were
sometimes used to stand upon so the women could reach the
ventilator gratings to signal outside and show themselves to the
men in the opposite cell block (Q V&P 1887:731). After those
happenings, the boards were removed and the women forced to
sleep on the concrete floor (Q V&P 1887:731). When the gaol was
overcrowded, as many as 70 men slept in the associated ward of
the men's block, 30 on bed boards, and 40 on the floor (Q V&P
1887:731). |

The associated wards had poor ventilation and had a 'close feoetid
smell' but the single cells were well ventilated and were 'cool,
airy, and sweet' (Q V&P 1887:731). Generally, there was no
classification of prisoners other than an attempt at separation
between committed and sentenced prisoners (Q V&P 1887:731).
For some time the gaol was also used as a "Lunatic Reception
House", where mentally ill patients were confined with
sentenced prisoners. The mixing of all types of criminals made
for great disruption within the associated wards, where 'filthy
language' and 'the vilest and most obscene practices' were

reportedly conducted (Q V&P 1887:731).
Livin nditi

As early as 1885, the gaol had become greatly overcrowded.
However, the sanitary condition was good and the prisoners were
reported to be quite healthy (QSA A/4799 1885:#1). Many

problems were caused by the combination of the establishment
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as a gaol and as a Reception House. During 1884, there were six
deaths within the gaol. According to the Sheriff of Queensland
and Inspector of Prisons, Arthur E. Halloran (loc. cit.), those who
died 'were lunatics, and so weak and low when received that they
had to be carried into the gaol, and one of them was in such a
weak state that he died within twelve hours after being received
into the prison'. The reasons for their ililness and the origin of

the mentally ill patients were not stated in Halloran's report.

Generally, the prisoners were in a fair state of health compared
with the same number of people in the town (Q V&P 1887:732).
Influenza was the most common complaint, most likely
contracted from 'sleeping on the bare concrete floors’ (Q V&P
1887:732). Ringworm was thought to have been brought into the
gaol by Malay prisoners, and passed on through communal use of
towels, combs, and basins (Q V&P 1887:732). There was no
hospital provided for the gaol, and sick prisoners were not
isolated. Prisoners were therefore treated in the single cells or
associated wards, making it possible for infections to be passed

on to other prisoners.

Covered night-buckets were used for sanitation in the single
cells and associated wards (Q V&P 1887:731). In the mornings,
the night-buckets and pans of the earth-closets were emptied
outside into large tubs, which were removed daily by a
contractor, and replaced with clean tubs (Q V&P 1887:731). The
cells and walls were very clean, whitewashed and painted freely
(Q V&P 1887:731). The gaoler stated that he was very particular

about the personal hygiene of the prisoners, insisting that the
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blankets were washed and examined regularly, and that the men
washed and dried themselves every morning. The towels used
were then washed and hung out for use the next morning (Q V&P
1887:938). The number of towels and combs placed in each yard
for use by the prisoners was apparently inadequate, but this had
evidently been remedied by the gaoler after the inquiry (Q V&P
1887:731-732).

The blankets used by the prisoners were reportedly not cleaned
frequently enough. Complaints were made about the condition of
the blankets, which many prisoners said were tattered, filthy
and full of lice (Q V&P 1887:927-933). 'One prisoner alleged
that his blankets were so foul that for ten days he preferred to
sleep on the bare concrete in his ordinary wearing clothes to
covering himself with the blankets' (Q V&P 1887:731). The
blankets, and indeed the whole gaol, appeared satisfactorily
clean at the time of investigation, in 1887. However, it was
suggested that this may have been due to the amount of cleaning
and scrubbing that was undertaken just weeks before the
inspection (Q V&P 1887.731).

L r. Ration nd_Punishmen

During the year 1887, the female prisoners were ‘employed in
washing for the inmates of the Reception House, scrubbing and
cleaning that establishment, and washing and mending the prison
clothes' (QSA A/4799 1888:#2). In 1888, the women were also
engaged in sewing for the Orphanage, and cleaning their own cell
block (QSA A/4799 1889:#3).
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According to the Board of Inquiry (Q V&P 1887:733):

A gang of sentenced prisoners is employed in
cleaning up the yards, the front approaches, and
doing work for the gaoler - such as driving in and
milking the cows and washing the buggy. Another
gang acts as cooks and scullions, but the principal
labour executed in the gaol is in cutting up wood.
Logs are purchased at 12s. per ton [$1.20 per
1016kg] and cut up into firewood. The price
obtained for the firewood is 18s. and 20s. per ton
[$1.80 and $2.00 per 1016kg].

The firewood supplied the gaol and Reception House with fuel,
and was sold to the public (QSA A/4799 1888:#2).  Sheriff
Halloran believed that the result of the sale was not
satisfactory, but the exercise provided the male prisoners with a
type of hard labour (QSA A/4799 1888:#2).

During the year 1888, the male prisoners' other duties included
clearing the Queens Park, making a road to the Reception House,
and cleaning and whitewashing the gaol (QSA A/4799 1889:#3).
There were two deaths in that year, '‘one from the effects of
intemperance and the other from asthma: both these prisoners

were received into the gaol in a weak state of health' (loc. cit.).

Although the overall health of the prisoners was evidently
satisfactory at the time, the food was often bad and the diet
poor. Gaol rations were given on four levels. The exact contents
of each level of rations is not known, and there is no mention of
any part of No.3 ration. However, one prisoner reported that
No.1 ration consisted of 'one or two potatoes and a grain of salt,
No.2 probably contained soup which was 'like dirty water', and

No.4 ration included 'one pound of bread' (Q V&P 1887:930).

51



Gaoler Smyth explained the apportioning of rations (Q V&P
1887:939):

When a man comes in first he gets No. 1 rations for
the first few days to let him know what it is like.
According to the old rule he should be one month on
No. 1 rations. If he goes to work and seems inclined
to earn his tucker | put him on No. 2 for a couple of
days, and he may reach No. 4 before he is here six
weeks. Then we have men who are handy at
sharpening saws and men who are handy at shaving.
We have to give the cooks No. 4 rations to prevent
them from robbing the prisoners... If a man works
well and | can trust him to go and do fencing and
roll those heavy logs about he gets tea and tobacco
after a couple of months. If he begins to get lazy
after that he loses his tea and then his tobacco. If
he continues his bad conduct he will go back to No. 2
rations; he will lose by gradation. There is no other
punishment here. | can regulate everything by
judiciously apportioning the diet.

Supper took place at 4 p.m., when each person was handed a plate.
Prisoners then lined up and were counted, after which they
received their meals (Q V&P 1887:943). There are two different
reports on the way in which the meals were served. One is from
the testimony of Thomas Smyth, and the other is from the report
written after the inquiry. Gaoler Smyth said that the kitchen
window was opened and through this the men were served one by
one (Q V&P 1887:943). However, it was also reported that the
meals were taken 'from the kitchen by prisoners in hand-barrows
to the different yards' (Q V&P 1887:733). There was no mention
of the women being served. Perhaps the gaoler was referring to
everyone when he said 'men'. Perhaps elected men were served

at the kitchen after which they transported the meals to the
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women's yard for individual serving. There appear to be no

accounts which clearly explain the meal-time situation.

Each person sat where they chose on a log stool and, as no tables
or cutlery were provided, one's plate was balanced on the knees
(Q V&P 1887:943). It was suggested that 'the system is that of
feeding in its grossest form' (Q V&P 1887:733). Leftovers of
each prisoner's meal were placed in a small bag, the plate was
handed back, and the bag hung up along the shelter sheds (Q V&P
1887:943). Screens had been put up to protect the bags from the
weather but this did not serve to protect them from petty thefts
(Q V&P 1887:733, 943). ’

Evidently, there were several complaints made about the food:
beef was only neck cuts and often bad; bread was frequently
sour; the meat was poorly cooked, and the hominy was often
filed with maggots (Q V&P 1887:733). Both tea and tobacco
were regarded as privileged rations, though the tea was referred
to as 'compound' and was 'like a cake of blacking' (Q V&P
1887:930). Tea, tobacco and sugar were given to all prisoners at
hard labour (Q V&P 1887:939). Even though the food was of poor
quality, it was all that the prisoners received, so curtailment of
diet, and change in ration level were the ways in which prisoners

were punished or rewarded.

One other form of punishment, though not always intended as
such, was the removal of 'tails of hair worn by Chinese' (Q V&P
1887:733). Gaoler Smyth had them cut off for hygienic reasons
after other prisoners complained that some Chinese men had nits

in their hair (Q V&P 1887:938). According to Smyth (Q V&P
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1887:939), there was no other form of punishment at the Oid
Gaol, as there were no cells set aside for that particular
purpose. Smyth even went so far as to say that he had never
flogged a prisoner, and did 'not think it ought to come to that in
one case in a thousand' (Q V&P 1887:941).

Problem ith_th ler' nd Turnkey' rter

The Townsville Old Gaol had several problems in its design. A
major problem with the gaoler‘s and turnkey's quarters was the
weathering effects of rain. This iwo-storeyed brick building
quickly became damaged owing to the very porous nature of the
bricks, unprotected by a balcony or a verandah (QSA WOR/A 369
1884:#6228). There was a slight overhang on the roof but this
barely served to protect the first floor, while the ground floor

had no shade or weather protection at all.

As a result, the walls became discoloured during the wet season,
and remained 'damp and slimy' long after (loc. cit.). Gaoler
Thomas Smyth also complained of large cracks in the walls,
breaking up the plaster which appeared likely to collapse in
places, thus causing the building to be unpleasant to live in
during the wet season (QSA WOR/A 369 1885:#5). According to
Smyth, the building was most unwholesome to live in and had
caused much sickness (QSA WOR/A 369 1884: #6228).

In 1885, the Gaol Foreman, Smith, suggested the construction of
a balcony and verandah to be an appropriate means of rain-
damage prevention (QSA WOR/A 369 1885:#6). However, the

Colonial Architect of the time decided that a cheaper method
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would be to render the walls with cement, costing £96 [$192] as
opposed to £390 [$780] (loc. cit.).

Nevertheless, by 1887, no precautionary steps had been taken,
and Smyth (QSA WOR/A 369:#3002) reported that the erosive
effect of rain on the foundations allowed a passage for white
ants which destroyed the floor boards in the office and the
turnkey's kitchen and worked their way up the staircase to the

first floor, and through the plastering to the ceiling and roof.

There was also an ironic 'problem of security within the gaoler's
and turnkey's quarters. In 1888, Gaoler Smyth reported that
there were several burglaries committed on the Old Gaol
premises (QSA WOR/A 369 1887:#0060). It seems that access
was obtained through a glass window, at the front of the gaoler's
guarters, into an office space where most valuables were kept,
including prison records, jewellery and money. The arms were
kept in a pine case between the front gates, thus having no
better protection, and in any case were not cared for properly
(QSA WOR/A 369 1887:#0060; Q V&P 1887:732). Smyth
suggested that iron bars be placed across the windows on the
ground floor to prevent interference from outside parties (QSA
WOR/A 369 1887:#0060).

There were also accommodation problems as the quarters were
originally designed only for the chief turnkey and the gaoler.
However, the matron also resided on the premises in the same
building, and the female turnkey was obliged to stay if

circumstances required it (Q V&P 1887:935). There were no
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quarters provided for the female turnkey which, according to

Gaoler Smyth, made it very awkward (loc. cit.).
her Design Problem

Overcrowding appeared to be the major problem with the Old
Gaol. As mentioned above, two cells of the women's block were
used for storage space. There was no punishment cell or a
condemned cell, and no hospital ward. The earth closets had to
be shifted at one stage so that they were under the view of the
turnkey in the watch tower (QSA A/4799 1889:#3).

The position of the gaol allowed a view of it from the slopes of
Castle Hill, giving outsiders the opportunity to signal to
prisoners from above (Q V&P 1887:730). Another weak point in
security was the verandah of the front circle, 'which could be
easily mounted', and from which there was 'only 4 feet [1220mm)]
to the top of the boundary-wall' (loc. cit.). The kitchen and guard
room also offered facilities for escape, as did the decayed
condition of the palisade from which boards could be removed.
The angle of connection, between the half circle of the boundary
wall and the front wall (Plate 6a), was also dangerous. This
could have provided a means of escape for an 'active prisoner,
who may have been able to grip the plaster divisions between the
bricks of the two walls with his/her hands and feet and scale its

height (loc. cit.).

The turnkeys on night duty were supposed to inspect the
associated wards through a window in the staircase every half

hour. However, the window was small, allowing only part of the
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ward to be seen and, as noted previously, there was no clock and
no certainty that the turnkey regularly performed this duty.
Evidently, the turnkeys themselves were not always of high
character, and their own practices included drunkenness and
immorality whilst on duty. As the pay was minimal, the hours
long, and the job an unpleasant one, respectable and trustworthy

men were difficuit to procure for the position (Q V&P 1887:732).

According to Gaoler Smyth, every year since the gaol was opened
he had requested additional accommodation including a store,
solitary cell, condemned cell, and hospital ward (Q V&P
1887:941). Sheriff Halloran's recommendations included: the
erection of a store room, hospital ward and surgery, plus two
additional towers, and discontinuing the use of the gaol as a
'Lunatic Reception House' (QSA WOR/A 369 1884:#1921). An
extra gate, he stated, would also have been useful to help
prevent prisoners attempting to escape when drays loaded with
wood came in (QSA WOR/A 369 1890:#655). The fences between
the yards were made of timber, and the male and female
prisoners could speak to each other through the slats, and pass
things over the top. Therefore, Sheriff Halloran suggested that a
dividing wall between the male and female areas was also a
necessary addition (QSA A/4799 1889:#3).

As early as 1885, the Colonial Architect, Clark, proposed the
construction of a new wing, giving the same accommodation as
the women's block, with a hospital ward and surgery (QSA WOR/A
369 1885:#614). At the same time the women's block was to be

expanded by twelve cells on the ground floor, with the
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associated ward extended above and made into the men's block
(loc. cit.). In 1889, Colonial Architect Connolly also proposed
additional prisoner accommodation in the form of a three storey
building (QSA WOR/A 369 1889:#2817).

Although Stanley had left room for expansion in his original plan,
no extra accommodation or a hospital ward was provided. The
only additions made to the complex were the erection of a small
tool house, placement of boilers in the kitchen and wash sheds,
laying on of gas to the gaol and to the offices, and placement of
twelve ventilators in the cells (QSA A/4799 1885:#1; 1889: #3).
The opening of a new Reception House, just behind the Old Gaol,
by 1887 would have considerably lessened some of the problems
linked to holding different classes of prisoners in the associated
wards (Plate 6b). Maintenance, such as the replacement of fence
posts and treating for termites, was presumably carried out
otherwise there would have been many escapes and the gaoler's

and turnkey's quarters would not be standing today.
NCLUSION

The prisoner accommodation was by no means comfortable, and
the Old Gaol was not an entirely successful institution. Bare
necessities were frequently disregarded and, in some instances,
prisoners were not even afforded the basic privilege of bed
boards or clean blankets. The problems were varied, and involved
not only the design, but the way in which the gaol was operated,
including the lack of hard-labour activities, and the poor quality

of food provided.
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a) Brick security wall, now lowered in height, showing interior
junction of semi-circular and front straight walls, south-
eastern corner.

b) View of shed of the former Reception House, relocated behind
the gaol. A similar construction was used for the sheds of the
Old Gaol.

Plate 6: Structures associated with Townsville's Old Gaol.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.



By 1890, it was obvious that the Old Gaol design was inadequate
for the needs of the Townsville district. The new gaol at
Stuart's Creek was opened in 1891, and it became the major gaol
for the region. With the deterioration of buildings, and expansion
of the city centre towards the Old Gaol, it was logical to
construct a new facility which could better provide for the

steadily increasing criminal population in North Queensland.

Many factors may have influenced Stanley's planning decisions
and, as noted earlier, the exact conditions of the Government
brief are not known. Nevertheless, we can see that the design of
the gaol influenced the working and living conditions of the
prisoners and staff. Design problems, such as spatial
relationships or building materials used, are discussed further in
Chapter Five. The use of the Old Gaol while the Police
Department was the major occupier of the premises forms the

subject of the next chapter.
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CHAPTER FOUR

INSPECTOR OF POLICE QUARTERS AND
NORTH WARD POLICE STATION

When the Stuart Creek Gaol was built in 1891, the male
prisoners were transferred there from the Old Gaol in North
Ward. The female prisoners were held for several more years at
the Old Gaol. In August 1893, Inspector Isley of the Townsville
Police was informed that the Old Gaol at Townsville would
shortly be handed over to the Police Department for the
accommodation of the police (QSA A/41702 1893:#1). This
chapter concentrates on the use of the Old Gaol while it was
under the Police Department's control as the North Ward Police

Station and Police Inspector's Quarters. Alterations, additions
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and repairs, and different uses of the buildings and grounds

between 1891 and 1955, are also discussed.

NORTH WARD POLICE STATION

When the Old Gaol was handed over to the police, it was not used
strictly as a Police Station. From 1891-1896, the premises
were used for the confinement of female prisoners until
accommodation was made available for them at the Stuart Creek
Gaol. At this time, the Old Gaol became known as the Police
Gaol. All original gaol staff had left or been transferred, and the

premises were under the control of the police by 1893.

The gaoler's and turnkey's quarters were originally intended to
accommodate the Inspector of Police (Insp. Isley), as well as one
Senior Constable (Sr Const. Brett). However, in 1893, Inspector
Isley noted that accommodation was also necessary for the
Constable in charge of the Police Gaol, and that part of the
quarters needed to be retained as an office to keep the gaol
books (QSA A/41702 1893:#2). It was then suggested that the
Police Gaol could be used as the Police Station for North Ward

(loc. cit.) (Figure 4.a).

From 1891-1955, the Old Gaol was used for many purposes: as a
prison for females, a lock-up, a Police Station, and living
quarters for North Ward police constables and Inspectors. Later,
in this chapter, other uses of the buildings and grounds by
organizations, such as the Defence Department and the

Benevolent Society, are described.
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ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS AND REPAIRS

When handed over to the police, the Old Gaol underwent several
alterations. The premises were used by the police primarily as
living quarters. The gaoler's and turnkey's quarters and the
men's block were the two buildings used for the accommodation
of the police. The women's block was used to secure female
prisoners for some time but, after 1896, it was used as a police

lock-up and storehouse.

The major problem inherent in converting the Old Gaol to a Police
Gaol was the dilapidated state of the buildings, and this was one
of the main reasons for discontinuing its use as a gaol. Thé
gaoler's and turnkey's quarters were badly infested with white
ants. The floor boards were rotting, the roof timbers had been
invaded and, in some rooms, the floors were extensively
destroyed (QSA A/41702 1901:#2135). There were other
problems associated with the weathering effects of the rain.
For example, the handmade bricks were, as previously mentioned,
of very porous nature, and were strongly impregnated with saline
matter (loc. cit.)). Therefore, the walls of the gaoler's and

turnkey's quarters were constantly in need of kalsomining.

In October 1893, a recommendation was made to allow Const.
Halligan, in charge of the Police Gaol, to reside on the premises
in one half of the Old Gaol quarters, and to permit Sr. Const.
Brett to occupy the other half (QSA A/41702 1893:#3 &#4). By
November of the same year, the two Senior Constables were

occupying the gaoler's and turnkey's quarters. However, space
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was limited as Halligan had a large family, so it was suggested
that the associated cell of the men's block be 'divided into five
rooms, each 10 by 15 feet [3048 x 4572mm] and one room to
adjoin stairtop enclosure 8 by 10 feet [2438 x 3048mm] allowing
3 feet 6 inches [1067mm] for a passage lengthways' (QSA
A/41702 1893:#5 & #6).

The Old Gaol was being used as a temporary lock-up by November,
1897 (QSA A/41702 1897:#17). The lower floor of the
constable's quarters was used as the lock-up for North Ward
and, when the Circuit and District Courts were sitting and the
cells in town were full, the prisoners were taken there (QSA
WOR/A 1900, 1898:#1). On December 22, 1898, tenders were
called for the construction of a new lock-up and stockade at
Townsville (QSA A/41705 1898:#2).

Poli n le' rter

The upper associated cell in the men's block was able to be
converted into quarters for police constables and their families.
The cell was divided by pine partitions, though not to the
original specifications mentioned above, to make a bathroom, a
kitchen, and five rooms each measuring 14 x 12 x 9 feet [4267 x
36568 x 2743mm] with cement floors (QSA A/41702
1907:#008345).

When dividing one large room into several smaller rooms,
problems may occur with ventilation. This was the case when,
after converting the men's block into living quarters, four rooms

had two windows each, and the fifth room had one window. A
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major problem was caused by the gaol's 16ft [4877mm] high
security wall, which was close to the quarters and 'prevented
any breeze from entering the enclosure' (loc. cit.). When the cell
was one large space, cross ventilation might have been effective.
However, although the wall was a minor cause of poor
ventilation, the erection of partitions no doubt stifled the cross-
ventilation process. After all, the upper floor was not originally

designed for general accommodation purposes.

In January1896, Cyclone Sigma struck Townsville and
extensively damaged the gaol. Inspector Fitzgerald reported that
the ridge capping had blown off, windows were broken, the
paddock fence had been destroyed in certain places, and gas
fittings and a shed used as a forage room were destroyed. The
place badly needed painting inside and out, the well or cistern
had fallen in, the work sheds were completely destroyed, and the
earth closets were damaged. In addition, the dividing wall was
levelled (QSA A/41702 1896:#12, #13 & #14). In 1903, Cyclone
Leonta caused damage to the buildings and grounds when it
destroyed fences, blew down trees and shrubs, and shattered

glass panes (QSA A/41702 1903: #19).

In July, 1898, Senior Inspector Alex Douglas recommended the
removal of the Old Gaol walls and buildings not required for
prisoners (QSA WOR/A 443 1900:502-696 1898:#3561).
Therefore, by 1913, the 16ft [4877mm] high brick security wall
had been lowered to a maximum height of 5ft [1524mm] (Plate

7), and an offer of 10/- [$1.00] per 1000 bricks was accepted for
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the removal of bricks from a Mr Smith (QSA WOR/A 1869
1917:14263-14495 1913: #1).

Constable F.S. Tapsall wrote a letter to the Commissioner on
November 30, 1939 (QSA A/41702 653S 1939:#7), concerning
the 'Condition of North Ward Police Station, and alterations
required to District Inspector's Residence to convert as a Police
Office and Residence at North Ward'. In this letter, Constable

Tapsall described the police constables quarters as:

. a very old structure... enclosed by a brick wall
five feet high, this being portion of the wall that
surrounded the premises when utilised as a QGail
[sic.]. The building a two storied structure is built
of brick, wood, and cement.

The bottom portion consists of two rows of six
Cells on each side of the passageway, one which |
use as an Office. This Office has only one window,
and has no ventilation. During the summer months
this Office being on the western side of the building
gets very hot and it is practically unbearable to
remain in the Office during the summer afternoons.

The top portion of the building which is used as a
residence, was originally Cells similar to the
bottom portion, but the interior brick walls have
been taken out, and wooden partitions have been
built.1 These partitions do not extend to the
ceiling, and the air vents still remain in the brick
wall surrounding the building, and together with the
iron bars which still remain at both ends of the
hallway make the top portion very draughty. The
floors are concrete, and since residing here my wife
complains of pains in the joints of her Legs, and has
been informed by Doctors that this is due to
standing continually on concrete floors. During
rainy weather and for days after, the brick walls

1 In fact, the top portion never had interior brick walls; this was the
associated cell, one large dormitory room.
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become very damp, also the floors under the
Linoleum which makes the place very unhealthy.

This building described above is not suitable to
reside in, and to put the whole building in a good
state of repair the costs would not be warranted.

At one stage, it appears as though there were plans to add
verandahs, or balconies, to two sides of the constable's quarters.
The poor condition of this building made it unsuitable as living
quarters. in 1897, there was mention of withdrawing the
application for a balcony, in favour of converting the ground
room into an office (QSA A/41702 1897:#16). However, in 1901,
a medical health officer explained that the lack of verandahs
meant the walls were exposed to rain in the wet season, and'
suggested 'the heat of the sun on the bare walls in summer

rendered some rooms ‘uninhabitable’ (QSA A/41702 1901:#2135).

A block plan (dated 17.11.07) was sketched showing the proposed
addition of new balconies along the northern and southern sides
of the constable's quarters (QSA WOR/A 19741 1913:3985-4162)
(Appendix F). The 1913 specifications for alterations at the Old
Gaol included making good the two (2) ends of verandahs at the
Police Station where they were exposed by the lowering of the
brick wall (QSA WOR P15 1913:#1). Therefore, it may be
assumed that the proposed verandahs were actually added to the
constable's quarters, as the same specifications made separate
reference (loc. cit.) to the removal of the verandah which went

around the front circle (see Chapter 2).
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a) North-west corner of the wall.

b) Detail of the wall's hand-made bricks.

Plate 7: Lowered brick security wall.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.
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By 1942, new police quarters had been built off the premises and
the men's cell block was used for the occupation of the Black
Tracker and his family (QSA A/41702 653S 1942:#4). The
tracker's quarters were demolished in October 1954, and
temporary accommodation was found for the tracker and his
family in the downstairs portion of the Inspector's quarters (QSA
A/41702 653S 1954:#2).

Poli In ctor’ rter

The gaoler's and turnkey's quarters were used for occupation by
Inspectors until 1955. According to a letter written in February,
1896 (QSA A/41702 1896:#14), the quarters previously occupied'
by Inspector Murray were converted into a plague hospital,
referred to as a lazarette. However, a sketch plan of the
premises drawn in 1896, shows the portion of the land used as a
lazarette as the inspection yard, formerly used for drying
clothes and as a forage store and stable, but initially used for
the exercise of female prisoners (QSA WOR/A 406 1898 4403-
4691:#01583) (Figure 4.a).

Inspector Douglas wrote a letter to the Commissioner of Police,
in July 1898, concerning repairs required to the Inspector's
quarters at 10 Warburton Street, North Ward (QSA WOR/A 443
1900:502-696 1898:#3450). The problems were listed as: 'the
interior of the house being very dirty, four globes deficient from
the gas jets, several doors without keys, one door lock broken’,
the flooring of one downstairs room in need of repair, the
interior needed painting, the walls were 'badly stained, pencil

marked and full 6f holes, the plaster having in consequence
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crumbled away in several places’, and the drains were blocked.
Inspector Douglas also requested that a lattice and plaster
partition between two rooms upstairs be removed so as to
convert four small rooms into two large, airy bedrooms with two

windows each.

Alterations were made to the Inspector's quarters in 1899, when
one staircase was removed, and the hall was converted into one
room with three french lights (QSA A/41702 1899:#18). In
1901, a medical health officer reported that the 'rooms strike
one as dark, damp, dismal and depressing, the ventilations
everywhere by sash windows being quite inadequate in this
climate' (QSA A/41702 1901:#2135). In 1904, it was noted that
most of the doors in the Inspector's quarters were unable to be
locked; the mortar was falling off the walls; the fences,
outhouses, water taps were out of repair and, in fact, the whole

surroundings had a 'neglected look' (QSA A/41702 1904:#23).

It seems that the requests for a balcony to be added to the
quarters were made not only by administrators of the Old Gaol,
but also by the police Inspectors who resided there afterwards.
In June 1907, a reference was made to the lack of a verandah
causing the sun to shine directly on the brick walls, making the
interior very hot, both day and night (QSA A/41702 1907:#24).
One medical report declared that the living conditions of the
building were not 'advantageous for a woman with a young
family' (loc. cit.). During 1910, the quarters appeared to be in a
very poor state. The floors were much eaten by white ants, the

house was infested with rats, the gas pipes wera leaking badly,
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and the building was reported to be 'quite unfit for habitation’
(QSA A/41702 1910:#26).

Finally, on April 22, 1914, tenders were called for the
construction of a new balcony at the Townsville Inspector's
quarters (Appendix D) (QSA A/41702 1914). However, the exact
date of construction and the contractor who made the additions

are not known.

Constable Tapsall, as previously mentioned, wrote a letter to the
Commissioner of Police regarding the condition of the buildings
at the North Ward Police Station (QSA A/41702 653S 1939:#7).
This letter contained a brief description of the Inspector's.

quarters:

This building is a two storied structure. The
bottom portion consists of four rooms and a
kitchen, and the top portion consists of six rooms,
one bath room, and front verandah, partly louvered
[sic.]. All the top portion has wooden floors.

In the same letter, Const. Tapsall mentioned that the quarters
were, at the time, unoccupied. He then proceeded to make
suggestions for alterations and additions to the Inspector's
residence, which would probably have benefited him should he
have 'been allowed to occupy those premises. Const. Tapsall
thought this building would be quite suitable as a residence and
an office for the North Ward Police Station, if such alterations
and additions were carried out. Some of the suggested
alterations, such as a private entrance and two french doors
leading onto the verandah, appear to have been disregarded.

Const. Tapsall also recommended the removal of two mango
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trees. There is no documentation or evidence that suggests that
any of the alterations or additions were carried out at all during
that time or, indeed, over the next few years. However, basic
repairs, such as replacing rotten floor boards, would probably

have been made for safety reasons.

In 1945, a letter was written by Sub-Inspector D. MacDonald
concerning alterations and additions to the quarters by means of
converting the building into two flats, on separate floors (QSA
A/41702 653S 1945:#3). However, on the same letter was a
note, written in a different hand, stating that the residence was
not made into two flats, and was later occupied by Insp. Mahony

and family, and was not considered too large.
THER E F BUILDIN AND GROUND

The Benevolent Society requested the use of certain buildings
and grounds for a period in 1886. The portion made available for
the use of the Benevolent Society included the men's cell block
and the women's cell block, comprising 19 cells and two large
dormitories, and the kitchen (QSA WOR/A 406 1898 4403-
4691:#01583) (Figure 4.a). At the time, the top floor of the
men's block was being used by Constable Halligan and his family
(loc. cit.). The president of the Benevolent Society, Mrs Ellen
Macarthur, was sent a telegraph (dated 30.4.96) informing her
that Inspector Fitzgerald has been instructed to hand over a
portion of the Old Gaol buildings (QSA WOR/A 406 1898 4403-
4691:#4). However, there is no indication of the reasons for the

use of the buildings and grounds, the length of time for which
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they were used by the Benevolent Society, nor where Constable

Halligan was accommodated during that period.

In June 1903, the Defence Force (Commonwealth Military
Department) was in possession of two rows of cells (women's
cell block) and one building (kitchen) at the North Ward Police
Station (QSA A/41702 1904:#20). One of the cells was 'full of
cartridges and marked on the door "Ammunition™, and the kitchen
was used to store a 'few loads of camp baggage' (QSA A/41702
1904:#20, #21 & #22).

It is not known if the Defence Force kept stores at the Old Gaol
between 1904 and 1940. However, during World War Il, the Old
Gaol premises were used again by the Defence Force and for
purposes other than those of the Police Department. In December
1942, the cells of the Old Gaol contained emergency hospital
stores of bedding, beds, and other requirements (QSA A/41702
653S 1042:#4). In February 1943, permission was granted for
the premises to be used for slit trenches only, provided the
Inspector of Police, Townsville, was consulted on the placing of
such trenches so that they would not be a menace to occupants of

premises erected on the Reserve (LDRF Res.4068 1943:#4).

It appears that, after 1943, the Defence Force was trying to gain
control of the Police Reserve (R.198, the Old Gaol premises)
through the Land Administration Board. However, Police
Inspector N.J. Carseldine submitted that it would not be in the
best interests of the Police Department to allow the Police
Reserve to be handed over for any purpose (QSA A/41702 653S
1942:#4). Evidently the land on which the Old Gaol had been
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Figure 4.a: Sketch plan of the North Ward Police Station (not to
scale), showing the portion used by the Benevolent Society and
the yard used as a lazarette.

After QSA (WOR/A 406 1898 4403-4691 1896:#01583).
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situated had become quite valuable, and its use was requested by

more than one Government department.

The last Police Inspector to live in the quarters at 10 Warburton
Street, the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters, was Inspector E.
Hird who made a complaint about the poor condition of the
building. In his letter of February 24, 1955, to the Commissioner
of Police, (QSA A/41702 653S 1955:#1), he asserted:

| occupied the present Inspector's residence at 10
Warburton Street on Friday night, 18th instant, and
on seeing the condition of the house (brought about
by alterations which had already commenced, but
had been stopped) | seriously considered taking my
wife elsewhere. However, | decided to occupy the
residence as it would probably only be for a short
period. '

Two brick partitions have been demolished, the
verandah ceiling taken out and the house ceiling
breached in places where the partitions have been
removed. There is no copper in which to boail
clothes - a very necessary convenience in this
climate. The floors were covered with brick and
mortar dust. Although efforts had been made to
clean this up, much of it still remained, and my
wife had considerable cleaning to do to make the
house "habitable.

The foregoing are only a few of the drawbacks
associated with the occupation of the house.
Household effects had to be hoisted up to the first
floor by ropes, there being no rooms on the ground
floor which could be occupied. The kitchen,
bathrcom and living room are situated on the first
floor. The toilet, which is in a bad state of repair,
is situated on the ground floor...

| have not had any linoleum laid... In any case,
portion of the floor where the partitions existed is
white ant eaten...
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To add to my wife's discomfort, there is a seven
foot carpet snake somewhere about the building,
believed to be in the ceiling...

Obviously, Inspector Hird dearly wished to leave the premises
and pointed out these problems as part of an application for
rental assistance. This building, originally used as the gaoler's
and turnkey's quarters and thereafter used as police Inspector's
quarters, was in great need of repair and therefore no longer

suitable for accommodation.

CONCLUSION

The Old Gaol, when transferred to the Police Department's
control, did not seem to fulfil the functional requirements
needed for a Police Station and living quarters. Design problems
irritated almost all of the Police Constébleé and Inspectors who
lived there. The partitioning of the associated cell of the men's
block was poorly designed, and the use of the ground floor cells
as offices was inefficient. The Government designers, or those
in charge, appeared to be unaware of the special design needs for
tropical climates. As was the case with the Old Gaol, the Police
Station might have only been regarded as a place of employment
rather than as a place of accommodation for police workers and

their families.

It is apparent that the methods of requesting work done on the
premises entailed many bureaucratic procedures. Letters were
passed from the Police Inspectors to the Commissioner of
Police, to the Colonial Secretary and Government Architect's

offices, and this meant that alterations, additions and repairs
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would have sometimes taken months to be approved and
completed. However, the Government seemed more likely to
disapprove most requests, unless they were absolutely vital.
Perhaps, alterations to a Police Station in North Queensland

could not be justified financially.

The changing use of the premises continued when, during the
early 1950s, the then Department of Public Instruction,
Department of Health and Home Affairs and the Police
Department, discussed the exchange of areas marked as Police
Reserve (R.198) and used for Mental Hospital purposes (R.199)
(the Reception House which was located behind the Old Gaol), for
school land fronting Oxley Street marked Reserve R.193 (LDRF
Res.8504 1978:#2) (Figure 4.b). In other words, the land used by
the Police and Health Departments were exchanged for school
land, the main purpose of which was to allow for the
construction of a new brick school to replace the existing
buildings at the State School Townsville, originally constructed
in 1869 (LDRF RE:51/1912 Lands 1951:#3). The new school, built
on the Old Gaol premises in 1955, was named the Townsville
Central State Primary School and the students and staff from the

previous State School Townsville, were transferred there.

Only some of the major changes, and requests for changes, have
been discussed in this chapter. There were many more
alterations, additions and repairs conducted at the North Ward

Police Station and Inspector's quarters.2 The following chapter

2 Further specifications and lists of repairs may be found in Appendix C at
the end of this thesis.
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showin
R.199, R.198 & R. 193.
After QSA (A/41702 653: #05381).
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leals with the exchange of lands and alterations made to the
premises during the construction of the new Townsville Central

State Primary School.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION

This chapter begins with a brief description of the work carried
out during the design and erection of the new Townsville Central
State Primary School, on the former Old Gaol premises, from
1949 to 1958. Following this, the re-use of old buildings,
particularly in Australia, is discussed in relation to Townsville's
Old Gaol fabrics and area. Other important aspects discussed
include design problems, and the significance of Townsville's Old

Gaol to the interdisciplinary study of people and structures.
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T vill ntral Primar hool

The first school at Townsville Central, known by the Education
Department as the State School Townsville, was opened on 11
March 1869 (LBH EDF 113 TCSS, 69 Box #1, 1968:#1). The
original school buildings were primarily made of timber and
were subject to rapid deterioration, especially because of white
‘ant infestation inherent in the Townsville region. During the
late 1940s, the school was in a dilapidated state, and was too
small for the number of students enrolled at the institution.
Therefore, new premises were required for the erection of a new
Townsville Central State Primary School. The Old Gaol premises

were considered to be the most suitable for school purposes.

A decision was made by the Queensiand Cabinet, in 1950,
regarding the re-allocation of reserves held by the Department
of Public instruction and the Department of Health and Home
Affairs (QSA C368 1950:#1). The letter of advice sent by Under

Secretary Townsley included:

(a) That Reserve 198 be transferred from Police
Reserve to the Education Department, to enable new
State School and new State School Residence to be-
built thereon, this transfer to be subject to the
Department of Health and Home Affairs for a
Doctor's Residence and any other use that may be
decided.

(b) That Reserve 199 be transferred to the
Education Department from the Department of
Health and Home Affairs.

(c) That Reserve 193 and building present thereon,
be transferred to the Police Department for use for
a Residence of Inspector of Police.
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As described on page 78 and shown in Figure 4.b, Reserve 198
was the Old Gaol premises, Reserve 199 had been used for Mental

Hospital purposes, and Reserve 193 was school land.

On September 30, 1952 (LBH EDF 113 TCSS, 68 Box#1, 1952:#4)

instructions were given for the design of:

...a new fourteen classroom brick school
incorporating:

a) The existing Police Inspector's residence as the
Administration Block...

f) Black Tracker's accommodation elsewhere

g) Demolition of existing cell buildings and general
improvements to the grounds...

Included in the instructions for erection of the school, listed by'

the Department of Public Works were3 :

Re: (a) - Administration Block is an existing two-
storey brick residence to house Head Teacher, male
and female staff rooms and staff lavatories,
medical inspection, visual education and library.

Work involved includes the removal of three brick
partitions, new paving to entrance and new balcony
for ventilation and covered way entry to building...

Re: (g) - Ground Improvements include the removal

of existing buildings, walls and unsuited concrete
pathway, and the provision of new paths and brick
front fence allowed for.

Theeuf Bros. tendered in 1949, to the Department of Public
Works, for the removal of concrete floors and clearing of land
ready for the construction of the new school, for the sum of
£74.10.0 ($118) (QSA C368 1949:#2).

3 For further details of specifications for the school, see plans in Appendix
F.
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Building was expected to be éompleted by September 30, 1955
(LBH EDF 113 TCSS, 68 Box#1 1955:#3). In May, 1954, an
inspection by C.L. Searle, of the Queensland Department of Public
Instruction, showed the accommodation at the cld school to be
'far from satisfactory’ and reported that the infants block at the
new premises, the site of the Old Gaol, had been completed (TCSS
 Files 1954:#2). A similar inspection conducted on November 28,

1955, reported occupation of the new building which:

...from the points of view of attractiveness, light
and ventilation, is almost ideal but, unfortunately,
shortage of staff and the consequent increase in the
sizes of classes taught by one teacher, leads to
uncomfortable crowding in some class rooms.

(TCSS Files 1955:#3).

However, District Inspector Searle also reported that the
teachers and children were very proud of their school, and were

doing everything they could to preserve its beauty.

The walls of the cell blocks of the Old Gaol were demolished in
1955. However, the foundations remained for several more years
(LBH EDF 113 TCSS - 1968, 1955:00343). By September 1956,
two classroom blocks of brick and concrete had been built on
either side of the administration block and were linked by a
covered access way (LBH EDF 113 TCSS 1968, 48980/56). The
school was designed to suit tropical conditions, providing
excellent light and ventilation, and to complement the existing
gaol building, the former gaoler's and turnkey's quarters (see
Plate 2.a). This building was subsequently used as the

administration block for the school.
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After 1956, several other buildings were erected and many
alterations made to the grounds. Nevertheless, the
administration block was kept largely intact, although some
partitions have been erected and the uses of the spaces changed.
The member for Townsville, N.R. Scott-Young, wrote to the
Minister for Education and Cultural Activities in 1976,
~commenting that the old Police Inspector's residence was 'an
object of Architectural beauty', but did 'not lend itself to
alterations' (LBH EDF 113 TCSS - 76, 1976:113/w/133). This
was mentioned in relation to the library being housed in the
building at the time and a request for a new library building to

be constructed on the premises.

The foundation of the men's cell block was demolished with
great difficulty, but the foundations of the sentry tower (Plate
8a) and women's cell block (Plates 8b & 9b) remain to this day,
as does most of the lowered brick security wall (Plates 7 & 9a),
which had openings cut through it to allow for easier access.
The foundation of the women's block still clearly shows the
lines of demarcation for the cells, although handball lines have

since been painted on the concrete.

In an endeavour to save the semi-circular brick wall from
demolition in 1969, the Townsville Historical Trust wrote a
letter to Perc Tucker, Member for Townsville North, describing
some of the elements of the Old Gaol that were incorporated into

the new school:
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The Gaol Commandant's house, a building of great
charm and architectural merit, was tastefully
incorporated into the school complex when it was
erected comparatively recently: it appears to be in
an excellent state of repair. Extending in a
semicircle around the back of the school is the
original gaol wall. Although its height has been
reduced, and openings made to give access to the
grounds, it is intact in other respects, and appears
as substantial as when it was built. Its mellow
bricks are of very pleasing appearance. The house
and wall date from 1878 and, as far as we know,
there are no older buildings in North Ward: certainly
there are none that are structurally so sound, and so
attractive. :

(LBH EDF 113 TCSS - 1968, Bundle 2, 1969:#1).

The society's application was successful and, in 1990 some twd
decades later, the Townsville Central State Primary School was
presented with a plaque, from the Townsville City Council and
the Townsville Branch of the National Trust, noting the Old Gaol
site as a place of historic and cultural interest (Figure 5.a). The
features of interest noted on the plaque include the old gaoler's

quarters and extant elements of the original brick wall.
- f Old Buildin

The re-use of the gaoler's and turnkey's quarters for police
accommodation and for school administration purposes leads to a
discussion on the re-use of buildings generally. If a building has
been designed to fulfil one particular function, and has outlived
the requirements for that function, it may no longer be an
economically viable structure, especially if it needs a great deal
of repair (Smeallie & Smith 1990:37). Conversely, the option of

re-using a building, as opposed to constructing a new one, may be
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a) Foundation of the sentry tower, showing a portion of the
original brick security wall.

b) Foundation of women's cell block.

Plate 8: Remaining foundations of the Old Gaol.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.

86



a) Western view of Townsvilie Central State Primary School
showing some associated buildings and portion of the lowered
brick wall.

b) View of the foundation of the women's cell block in relation to
the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters (left).

Plate 9: Some remaining elements of the Old Gaol.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.

87



NATIONAL TRUST - -
Townsville Branch

Presentation of National Trust plaque
1991

Each year it is the custom of the Townsville City Council,
in co-operation with the National Trust of Queensland, Townsville Branch,
to present plaques to the owners of a number of Townsville buildings.

Central State School (incorporating the former Townsville Gaol)

was awarded a plaque
by the Townsuviile City Council
and the National Trust of Queensland, Townsville Branch
in 1991

Built as the first major gaol in north Queensland, the walls and cells were
completed in 1878.
The gatehouse and Gaoler’s house, now the Administration Building of Central
State School, was not completed until 1880.
This building and the remains of the walils are the only known remnants of a
éaol designed by the eminent Colonial architect Franas Drummond Greville
tanley remaining in Queensland.

D. M. Gibson-Wilde H. Cassells
Branch Chairman Branch Secretary

Figure 5.a: Copy of the National Trust, Townsville Branch plaque
presented to Townsville Central State Primary School in 1991,
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a way of easing the financial burden on a new building project.
Generally, it costs less to convert an old building to fit new
functions than it does to build anew (Smeallie & Smith 1990:38).
This is usually the case with buildings which have basic
facilities already in place, such as water or sewage. Re-use may
give new vitality not just to an old building but to the whole

environment in which it is built (Latrielle et al 1982:12).

The buildings of an area may be familiar landmarks to the people
of that area's community. When those buildings become old and
dilapidated, and are consequently demolished, their
disappearance and changes in the surroundings 'can lead to a
sense of insecurity' (Tanner & Cox 1975:11). The construction of
new buildings, in an area where there are still a number of
functional old buildings, may be quite discordant with the
streetscape. As Latrielle, Latrielle and Lovell (1982:14) argued:
'‘an old building often provides an image and atmosphere which
cannot be convincingly re-created in a new one'. However, new
construction may enliven the area. According to Tanner and Cox
(1975:11):

‘a "built" environment should give a feeling of
continuity and maintain a balance between the old
and the new. A living community must possess
visible reminders of the past as a stable and
relevant backdrop to the activities of the present'.

Tanner and Cox (1975:11-12) also believed that, in Australia:

... we are now coming to a point where we can see
ourselves in a truer perspective; where we can
recognise our buildings as reminders of our beginnings
and direct links with the history of the community.
The buildings of the nineteenth century document
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Australian architectural and social development from
the earliest settlements to an era of an assured and
established independence.

The conservation of old buildings may be a very important issue
to the people of a community. The older buildings of an area
convey meaning and, as visual resources, give an identity to their
users (Smeallie & Smith 1990:94). Therefore, it may be more
beneficial for an owner or developer to re-use and care for an

older building, than to create a new one.

Many aspects are involved in the re-use of old buildings. If a
building is particularly significant to the people of a community,
issues such as restoration, or retaining significant fabrics,
must be taken into account when adapting a building for a new
purpose. As Tanner and Cox (1975:177) explained, 'great care
must be taken to ensure that alterations and additions do not
detract from the original work'. Nowadays, people involved with
the re-use and care of old Australian buildings are aware of the
guidelines for the conservation of buildings of considerable
architectural and/or historical merit. These guidelines are
incorporated in the Australian ICOMOS Guidelines for the
Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance, known as the

Burra Charter (see Appendix E).

The major elements of Townsville's Old Gaol that are extant on
the school premises include: the brick security wall (altered and
lowered in height) the foundations of the sentry tower and the
women's cell block, and the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters,
now used as the school's administration block. Most of the

external features of the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters have
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been well conserved, and adapted to suit the building's new use,
with the exceptions of the chimney stacks which were destroyed
by Cylcone Althea in 1971. The fanlights above the main
entrance doors are still aesthetically pleasing, and suit the
Georgian style of architecture. Balconies were added when the
school was constructed (Plate 10a), but these do not appear to
detract from the building. The main feature which s
inconsistent with the Georgian style is the addition of a door
which leads onto the front balcony (Plate 10b). This door is not
constructed in the familiar twelve-paned, double sashed style,
like the windows. Nevertheless, the door does have a total of

nine panes and does not look out of place from the exterior.

The interior spaces have been changed by the removal of one set
of stairs, and the addition of partitions to allow for the
installation of a single toilet, a cleaner's room, and separate
male and female toilets. The elaborate ceiling vents have all
been removed, apart from one in a first floor female toilet (Plate
11a). There are still problems with the walls becoming damp in
wet weather, and there are several places where the paint has
peeled away to reveal the original plaster materials underneath
(Plate 11b).

Significance of Townsville's Old Gaol

In spite of the alterations, additions and demolitions that have
taken place over the years, this is still a site of architectural,
cultural and historic interest. Townsville's Old Gaol is
particularly significant to the interdisciplinary study of people

and structures because:
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a) it is an example of the material culture of nineteenth

century Australian society;

.

b) it contains major surviving structures from
Townsville's early years and the period of expansion in

North Queensland;

c) it is an example of the re-use of buildings and sites in

Australia;

d) the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters were one of the
earliest brick buildings constructed in North Queensland,
where the bricks were handmade locally and the complex

erected by local builders;

e) the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters are surviving
examples of a Queensland prison structure designed by the

Colonial architect, Francis Drummond Greville Stanley;

f) the extant building, the old gaoler's and turnkey's
quarters, is a rare example of the Georgian style of
architecture used in North Queensland during the late

nineteenth century; and

g) the remaining elements outline the radial design
concept, adopted from American prisons and adapted to
suit Australian demographic and environmental
conditions, 'an explicit architectural demonstration of the
penal philosophy adopted by the English Inspectors of
Prisons about 1840' (Kerr 1990:9-10).
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a) Exterior view showing
the width of the balcony
and the eaves of the
overhanging hipped roof.

b) Interior view of the door added to lead onto the balcony.

Plate 10: Elements associated with the front balcony of the
administration block.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.
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a) Ceiling vent in a first floor female toilet.

b) Peeling wall paint revealing plaster underneath.

Plate 11: Details of interior elements of the administration
block.
Photographs by the author, 25 June, 1992.
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CONCLUSION

Reynolds (1991:11) suggested that it is important to show the
real difficulties of the life of the time when interpreting our
historic buildings and their contents. There were many
difficulties in the life of the occupants of the Old Gaol, relating
to social and design problems which this thesis has described.
This thesis has outlined the different aspects associated with
the design of the Old Gaol and has taken an interdisciplinary
approach to the study of ‘the relationships between people and
structures. In interpreting the history of the Old Gaol, it has
been shown how its design and fabric have affected the living
and working conditions of the occupants of the premises until
1955 when it was converted to the Townsville Central State

Primary School.

According to Smeallie and Smith (1990:111), the interior
environment is the most important part of any building, and
'interior design and space planning require the most attention to
produce attractive and livable space' (Smeallie & Smith 1990:4).
However, the planning of spaces in and around a group of
structures, and the relationships that the spaces have with one
another, ultimately determines the success or failure of a built

environment.

As mentioned in previous chapters, there were basic design
problems associated with the use of bricks in the gaoler's and
turnkey's quarters. Weather protection should have been
provided for the ground floor, and rising damp still causes

problems in that building. The lack of rain barriers, such as
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balconies, for the ground floor, was a mistake that Stanley made
when compensating functional requirements for aesthetic appeal
associated with the Georgian style of architecture. Repair
costs, owing to rain damage, may have proved to be more
expensive than the cost of a balcony, which the Government was

obviously reluctant to provide.

Other design problems that were associated with the Old Gaol
included: the weak security points of the front circle's verandah,
and the angle of connection between the semi-circular and front
brick security walls. These were problems that stemmed from
the use of the radial design concept used in many prisons but
could have been avoided if Stanley had taken a more three-
dimensional view of the complex. Spatial relationships between
the men's and women's areas could also have been more carefully
designed. The cell blocks virtually faced each other, allowing
visual and verbal contact between the two sexes, as did the
small openings between the slats of the yards' timber fences.
However, the small windows at the end of the associated cell
blocks did not allow adequate visual access for the turnkeys on
night duty. It is because of the spatial layout, in the first
instance, that the women were not afforded the basic privilege
of bed boards.

As Townsville was a relatively new city, the increase in
population could not have been fully anticipated but was,
nevertheless, expected. Stanley certainly allowed for this in his
design, but the prisoners of the time were treated quite poorly

and were not regarded as worthwhile receivers of Government
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funds. Unfortunately, this also meant poorer conditions for the

people who worked within the institution.

[t may be said that the Government and Stanley were both to
blame for some of the problems associated with the Old Gaol
structures. Neither living nor working conditions were
favourable when the complex was used as a gaol, nor when it was
occupied by the Police Department. Many design decisions would
have been affected by the Government's budget. The absence of
documentation and the lack of evidence to support many of
Stanley's design decisions mean that it is difficult to understand
the problems encountered by the Government and the architects

of Colonial times.

It is important to remember that the mistakes made by the
designers of the Old Gaol may not have been recognised as such
until more recent years. Nowadays, designers are more aware of
human behaviour in the built environment, and designers of
institutions are generally attempting to provide more
humanitarian living and working conditions for the occupants.
The only way to really understand the spatial relationships

required in design is through experimentation.

The Government designers, of those times, appeared unaware of
the spatial and functional requirements needed to forge a good
relationship between people and structures. However, the basic
alterations, additions and repairs that were undertaken
subsequently would have given those who worked and lived there

a more comfortable life.
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The design of the present-day Townsville Central State Primary
School complements the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters, and
part of the fabric of the Old Gaol still remains on the premises.
The designers of the school were aware that the users of the
premises would spend a good part of their lives in the buildings.
Largely a product of their time, the designers of the Old Gaol and

Police quarters sadly lacked concern for the users.

Cultural systems affect behaviour and the design of built forms.
However, once built, forms conversely affect behaviour. The
continued re-use of the old gaoler's and turnkey's quarters, over
the last 100 years, has shown symmetrical planning, exemplified
in Georgian design, as relatively easy to adapt to different uses.
Perhaps, because he was aware that the building would only be
used for gaol purposes for ten or twelve years, Stanley used this

style of architecture to serve that purpose.

It is hoped that this thesis provides a framework for the
anthropological study of historical buildings and architectural
design. Studies by historians and architects often place
buildings within a stylistic framework, using the form and
design of buildings as documents of the changes in periods of
architectural style. Architectural historians and historical
architects have sometimes disregarded buildings as having a
relationship with the people who use, have used or will use
them. On the other hand, anthropologists need to be encouraged
to study buildings as items of material culture and as evidence

of the past lives of people.
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lildings are documents, not only of architectural changes, but
of the characters of their designers, of technological innovation
in the building and design industries, and of changes in the
behavioural patterns of people. There is much to be learnt from
the study of buildings, whether they be historic or contemporary.
The cultural use of contemporary buildings must also be taken
into account in the study of architectural design, as the
mistakes of today are the problems of tomorrow. Through an
interdisciplinary study of people and structures, we can learn
from our mistakes of the past and therefore plan better for the
future. Townsville's Old Gaol is a prime example of the problems

associated with the design, use and re-use of buildings.
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APPENDIX A
GLOSSARY
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AF
BALCONY

CANTILEVER

CAP
CHIMNEY

CONCRETE

CORNICE MOULDING

CORRUGATED IRON

COURSE

CRUSHER

DENTIL
EAVES

FEATURE

FLUE

FOUNDATION
FRAME

arc-shaped feature or support structure
platform projected from raised floor of a
building

projecting bracket, supporting a cornice,
balcony or similar structure

coverage for upper or top surface

space through which smoke from a fireplace is
carried

solidified mixture of sand and cement used
as a building material

ornamental moulding around the top of a
wall

sheet-iron folded into alternate furrows to
increase its rigidity

continuous masonry line at one level of a
building

machine used to crush ore or other rock
material

notched or tooth-like

the lower, overhanging edges of a sloping
roof

part not needed for support and used as an
attraction

chimney shaft

substructure or base of a building

the fabric which supports a structure
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VANISED
GRATING
KALSOMINE
LINTEL
MASONRY
PALISADE
PANE
PIER
PRECAST

RAFTERS

RENDER
RIDGE

SASH

SIZE

STAIRCASE
STAIRWELL
SUSPENDED FLOOR

VENTILATOR
WHITEWASH

WHITING

zinc-coated

cross or parallel bars formed as a partition
see 'whitewash’

horizontal support beam over a window or door
building material of stone, concrete or brick
paling or staked fence

glass sheet in a window

solid, upright masonry support pillar

formed or moulded before being moved into
position

solid beams extending from the ridge to the
eaves

to cover masonry with plaster-like substance
horizontal line at top of roof where rafters
join

frame for window glass

glue-like gelatinous substance

flight of steps with supporting railings
space used to contain a flight of steps

floor under which there is no solid foundation
(eg. concrete); it is supported on beams,
columns or walls

small opening used for access to fresh air
coating for walls made of whiting, size and
water

pulverised chalk or lime
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APPENDIX B

INVITATIONS TO TENDERS, ESTIMATES -
AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR WORK AT
-~ TOWNSVILLE'S OLD GAOL
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Department of Publie Works,
Brisbane, 13th May, 1875."

TO BUILDERS AND OTHERS.
GAOL, TOWNSVILLE.
ENDERS will be receiveds at this Office,
and at the Court Houses, Townsviile, Rock-
hampton, and Maryborough, until Four o’clock p.m.
on E‘RIDA.Y, the 18th Juné next, from persons
willing to contgpet for the erection of & Gacl at
Towngville. ’
va'{.‘e'x‘xders to be endorsed ** Tender for Gaol, Twns-
8. -~
Plan, Specification, and form of Tender may be
seen, and further particulars obtained, at this
Office, and. at the Court Houses, Townaville, Rock-
hampton; and Maryborough. .
Tenders must be on ‘&wper printed forms, and
must state the time within which it is proposed to
complete the work, and at the foot of every Tender
there must be a memorandum signed by the party -
tendering, agreeing to deposit the sum of ten per
cent. on amount of Tender, as security for the due
erformance of the Contract in the event of the
ender being accepted, and undertaking in that
event to execute and deliver, at the Office of the
Crown Solicitor, Brisbane, within fourteen days from
the usual notification of acceptance, a Bond to Her
Majesty for securin;f”mch performance; otherwise
the Tender will not be taken into consideration.
The lowest or any Tender will not necessarily be

accepted.
' H. E. KING.

QSA WOR/A 369 1875.
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Deparhnent of Publis. Workx

Brisbane, 18th Apri, 1878,

* TO CONTRACTORS AND OTHERS.
GAOLER'S QUARTERS AND SENTRY SHEDS
TOWNSVILLE GAOL.. °
ERS will be received at thia Office, and
st the Court House, Townsrille, until Four

o‘clook y.m. on FB.IDAY the 31st May, from - .

'l'endm to be endorsed “Tender for Gaolor'

Q,uarkr:, §e., Towonsville Gaol” .
Femﬁuhon, and form of Tender ma be

seen, and furth obtained, at thu 0O

and at the Court House, Townsville.

Tenders must be on proper printed form, snd
state thoe time within which it is proposed
to complete the work; and at the foot of every
‘Tender, there must be & ugemomdum signed by
the party tendering, agreeing to deposit the sum.of
ten er cent. on amount of Tender as security for

erformance of-the Contract in the event of
the Tan er being accepted, and undertaking in that
-event to execute and deliver, at the Office of the
-Crown,_ Solicitor, in Brisbane, within fourtéen days
from the usual notification of acceptance,a Bond/
to Her Majesty for securing such performance ;
otherwise the Tender will not be taken into_con-
-sideration.
Tht;eliwest or suy Tender will not necoua.rﬂy be

-accep
WM. MILES.

QSA WOR/A 369 1878.
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After QSA WOR/A 369, #4.
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APPENDIX C

OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSVILLE GAOL AND
A PORTION OF THE Q V&P REPORT -

Queensiand Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings, 1887
Session, Vol. 1, pp. 671, 673, 675, 729-733.
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he ddy 'as best they!c'm(;m louﬁ"mh'T
b e koycd in‘culting fvoo
hich shot-drill is giv "cn in' heu of vu'd l.zbour. It is uscless,
vhile gevere cnou"h as a punxshm nt, hits no beneficial effect

the "“
ree
of thé

about and talkmn-

ry and'no school in the rraol
b. . Nenc of the pr sonc)rs are ; )hototvr'xphcd L The only
regulition permitting] prisoncr seryants Is to cmpfoy either.a

in scx,ubbm(r the gaofer’sjor head
s M

LA .:._;:,

e . i .
. I : . S
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DINGS
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i by which it i§ overlooked] Asiin the _
mgaplin is that of a s¢mi- xrculm“-oumll:llry-wwlfl of trick, 16
sitics of buildings xa]dmb' frofl ai‘comnon.jcentte. ,Thc
om Y hich it is sop'u‘ttcd by a fhneed l]}mddqcl D fhe mam
overcdt court, formed. Uy he residefices oﬂthemp): ncrp.r.l r'zmlcz.

cse Llhnss are ouLsx%u the Douny ary-wall, but they can’ bc

o frogh thc.covered conrt, ht cjthcy eud pf Wluc .1s thc ‘outer
xe co*pxcd court is tlia pnncxpall gnoletys -oflice,: y.ond o pmb
d.inmer- gafe acepss' is 0Dk mcd to tho
randa. punfling raund thio. are BE: th{;
is h h'mr room; hnd: i Tio 1
‘tho w ande [of this jriner
“ovr morther _.' {
cd','.-"' 3

\ cornl‘r of ther verandk
-prineipal” gao u.'..' Doo '3 n
uds. '&ul bmldm"‘s n. hc righ
ntro :#.k‘o tha klf,(.hm md nvood-

gatdn space with ¥ {*

‘ tl%rcol‘mnn'es of} bmlli.n"s dmd '

.
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df fovcr liave oceurred. |
‘said {to bé impassible. to.

mto[whu.h,r moncrs should be: put and:
|licld when priseneys:dic.

awverage. numbcr of :

tlb same staff” double'
sociaterd 1svstcm ‘done

oy fc,\ver than the- plcsanb_
lthotgh: during the ‘past-

periodically ‘during.
ry wall “bat’ thcy_. ave .

thein on aceount: of: the .-

é]\('.‘.d. from tlheir. cells.

hc'dub’u‘v seale provxded in;the Lc"nhtlous are, strictly carried *.
Cl Prgymen séldom visit.the -

Mereyfmales periodienl calls, and epnverses with the prisoners,”

tmnlscy s.quarters. -once & )

”j I ) .-‘...',:" '
i Townsville Ghol dtands in W'll‘b}thllL road andér ,
250 deock- Dl

or in shet-ﬂuﬂ This is the: only Rk

ain gate,jonc in thé inner- 4
of the: yards 5 The fes :nalo tumkc is' cmploycd ih the fexnnlef L
two. her duties'dare

nat’ called fyson-to " ||




- rather !

. with the semi-civeular wall ave il

1 corridor
- other five cells, the space fur the

10,650 feet.

“of perforated ivon,
cirele leads to thé [ront Hitchen T

-None ot the sheds inany ol -

| but they cannot be supervised by

- gaol ave the veranda of the inner

‘yavds to he overlooked from the s

“cells, and. the '1ssouatul ward, s |

H
/] .
acre .mn
ncdary-wi
theretord,

tsade an|
At

more than
scpamtc(l from” the
height. ' It is pomhlc

bouud'u‘v wall and the pa
as well as in the wood-shed.

‘an
O

and t.ka" out . the fireweod o
male wine is 1) fect long: by 261
strougly: built of brick and cen
&4 feet wide. On onc si

upper- floor or associated ward.

9 feet Giinch es high, giving a cub
47 feet by 24 fcub at lt\ ‘wcwtv:t
Deducting the corner where the st
Ventilation is provi
Gefnches,and by thivteen ventilato
6. inclies by 5 inches.
On the rrmund floor there are four
other, the space for the fourth ce

| associated ward on the frst flook.
Tin the

nale wing.  'L'hej associaf
Deducting the corner for|the stai
The ventilation is by ten dratings;

Al

T3
a well-arranged building,| 203 (g
Beyond the Kitchen is a vfall yar
where wood-cutting is performed 1
huildin gs divide the cncloure intt

prisoners; and contain sheltcr shethk)
The ihner vadds

house, and closets.

sentenecd men, amd that on the
sheds in the faiddle ol the yads, @
the s
allowed to use scetions, of stumps

the arc of the boundavy-wuall is gy
commands a complete view ol the
There is no store;. two of the celly
Nor is_therc a tool:house, and S
onc of. the closets at night.
Provision should he m'ul«, forall t

which ‘there is only 4 fect to t
guard-room in the inner cirelt. sh
for escape. The acute angles foriy
the front: wall might also be use
Tlie palisade is wa ak and is decayi
few weeks hetfore our visig a plot

detached.  The sibuation ol the ¢
Hx Wb prisoners in the \.Ll(l‘l woere o
‘ou the Hill.

ACCOMMODATION. — Llw not
prisoners.  In the male division (1
ward has room fodthirty prisonces

cells . 'uo.: used s .stou.woms, an

e of the

The temple wing is 53 fdet by ¥4 toet ¢

Faase,

in¢lies hy 52

A

Lhere: is no lﬂllllbhluQHu cell and

buld also he dom

!
| were cither under sentencd or w.uL.
-more.of the batteris of the padisade

Ivil R
,,xteué, tnto fhur v'n'd» thesey: being agam
1{1 by a| palisafle ol open battens 19 feet in
to walkk round’ the whole distance between the

Linspect what is.zoids on in fhe different yards
He anzles formed by the ]unctm cof theifrant wall
Hx which e used for hringing in \t()u'x.u‘ul timber,
fn the establishnent and Sold (o the publu. The
fhet browd. mud ix two stories in heisht, It s
b, The ground loor is divided inlo two by a
corridot 15 a0 row of six eells; on the
sixth cell beinz Gaken up by astoiv Jeading to the
The single celld are cach 9 feot by 7 feet, and

capacity of 508} feet. The assoeiated ward is
length amd l)u'.tllln, and 10 feet 6. inches Liiwh,

hircase is placed fhe cubic capacity of the ward is
ded for by fourtepn gratings, cach 3 feet lw 1 toot

*(vf])(‘lfnl'dt(‘tl iron inthe walls pear the floor cach
ey mensurement,
¢ells on one side of the corridobfy hree on the
I heing taken upf with the staivei®icading to the
The single eélls ave of the sfyle sizé as those
d cell is- 81 lcdt by 24 feet, did 10 feet hirh
the cubic ¢ pavuh of Hw wand is 7,410 Tcot
(t'u-h B leet byl hot 6 inches, adnd<dight ventilators
inchesi The woor in the t.unne of the inner
rd, fromy which heeess is obtained to thi kitehen
bv 31 feet, ankl fitted with hoslers and ovew
which fforms fhe approach to the wood-shed,
prisoners at hagd labour.  As has been, said, the
our yards. The outer yards ave- used fov lum.llu
\\llh lmtﬂxhnusv n the corner, washhouse, boiley=
s e forf male launms—-—th.tt on the right lUL'
B For emmmittgd and remand men. 'Uuu- HIGA
Phathhouse in the corner next thp mum cirelo.

b

1¢

.uuls confain tables ob benches, and prisoners are

in
e

The clasets e placcdgigxt thel palisade,
Iy thetcenive of
N stationed. e
s ol the yunds
tilised as a stori
shed arve placed 1n
coudemued celi.
1gse as soon as ppssible.  The veak points of the
cirele, which cougd be casily qxountul, and from
1¢ top of the boundary-wall. ~The kitchen and
{ away with as offering facilities -
«d by the hall eivele of-the houndary-wall and
1| by an active prisoner as a meuans n£ eseuping.
s with iry rol: lIL came out in cyidenge that a
t) eseupe wink m',.,_.mlscd hy several l)rl\otlub who
ng trinl for thy most serious crimes, and one or
had evide ntly hegn énsily loosened aud practically
10l, in othvr respdets unv\(.uph(nmblc cnables the
dpes of Castle Hill, and there wastsome 'v\ idence
mnenrted with by signal by pevsons stationed

h

(‘H

stools.
e warder oncduly in the vad,
tower, witéee anjatmed wide
wood-shed, but in) partial v
in the female wing have to b
axes, &, usefl in the wooc

‘,

nal accommod: lh(m in the guol is for bl\h-l.l"’lll

are ucleven $m"lc e Ils and the .tssouawl
In the femal dnmun. th('m are seven single
Lumu for twenty prisoners.  But two of the sm-'lo
l. this reduces the .Lu.ommoda.t.wu to s,;xty-sl\
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prisoners.

The ;IargcT
than twice the numbe
overcrowded three men were placed in eacl mmf'h, celly
in the corrider; the women were put in the bmwlo cclls{

the fbmale division ubul for ma
n placed in the large jassociated| ward, which has-nominal™

the associated ward in
seventy men have beqg
acecommodation For th
thirty sets in the ass
two slept-on the (loor :
- assecinted ward, and thi
a -pretence ab decene
wing, and the wom

P

AETE {
N

3

1

]

: !
+ } - ‘
t number of prisoners (.onhnod atld
I for which there wu.s nominal decommodation. -
cight' or ten had to slegp

of- theu' dwn division, and.

I - Tvil, ¢

When so

¢ prisoners. As manyas

by, Bowrds are fwrnished as beds; one sef in cach cell, and
cinted ward.
nd one oun the bourds.

pirty on boarls.

y is lnl})ﬂ\ ible.
tn alb ’(c)p on

“TForty meni slept on the floor in the

the concrete ﬂpor AT one timec bed-

boaids were comceeded ﬁk) them, but they used the boavds g elimb up to the n'ratmws,

through which they ¥ignalled and showed tliemselves tq the male prisoners in the

adjoining yards.  This
, of the associated wards
cells ave,
attémpt to  separ ate

however, capl,

inducdd the vaoler to take:away the boards. § The ventilation
is defective, “and tlwy have o closel{feetid smell.  The single
airy, and sweet. There is no clussification beyond an
-ommlttod from sentemced prispidrs, but that is at times
mitted* men art wll placed togéthep in a yard, but sentenced

N U
ne time was 135, of more |

“When three mnen jwere - in . the single cells

Of course, undu"buch cncumst‘mces, ‘even .
There are 1o bul boards in the féemale

impossible.  The com

black pnsoncra are hegded with them.
ras committed ih a singzle cell, by o man who was ‘aiting trial on a char:g

S THIERY
of sodomy upon a lumaki
with 1nurder and sing

opened, and that class pf continees is no longut sent to th
that in the associated eplls the prisonces every night particj
ift 'the most_lilthy langruagesand cngage in the vilest an|

“The revelations made by
character, and condemuat,
of association in the fa
the plan made for breakh

- ten prisoncrs were waiti
palisading and escape, 1
guol.  Boards in the pa
weapon, hut one of the
“take measures to defeat
Savirarroy.—11
desived.  Not & drop of
models of cleanliness i

d order, ax are also the front 1).[(1(‘()(']\\

In a horrible case of unnatural vice the

¢, thg third prisoner de :pu:t.\t r being a man charee

The receptionsliouse fjr lunatics has-now been
mol. Itis in evidence

pate in “rows,” indulge
1 most obscené practices.
e of the most vevolting
The d:mrrcr

h.m'rul

prisoners, w ho must be hélieved,
as nothing else conld, the associated system,

dlities it Jﬂoul: for m-_:.unmw Lunaq)ugu,u.a Is also \110\\11 in

ng out of the gaol in April last. At that time no fewer than

nw trial for eapital offences, and a plot was hatched to cut the

- 1s supposed by the gate where thew -dod is brought into the

mldm«r were loosened, dnd the leg of a stoul sc.c1etul for a
prisoners having turned; niformer rJ}m guoler was cnab led to

the daring \c.,hcmv i
¢ dl'un'\"c of bml(lm"s and \ard: ds,all tlmt could be

even after Hie heav mst rains.  The yards are

water: ILL‘
The cells and wards

ae serupulously clean, frhitewash and paint aee freely usedy and not a speck of dirt

was anywhere visible in

vovered night-bue tkoets age useds,
kl])s

and (-mptlcd into lavge t

any ol the butlding:.  Tu the cells aud associated wards
Lhese are bhrought out Lo the yards every morning,

The pans ol cartheclosels ave also empticd: into the

tul»~, which are Lllu noaway daily by the ~nul.u\ conteaetbt and fresh clean tubs

The

left in their pl.u,v

elfoctive, and there wis

neighbourhood of the el
the hlankets were excee Ii
that his bl.ml\cta WCLC (¢
conerete in liis.ordinary
wis also generally said ¢
brisoners on adinission
revidusly used by Clmu
Auring Gur round of
“'I\"lhl ‘lH‘ wed (llll ah
past nine years, she had

gtvo or'threo weeks befo
‘ .

ingly divty dud that ihe v smellod budly,

pans and blickets dve clennsed daily.  ‘Lhe system seemed
s no ollensive elllavia in any of | the yards, nor in the
]Ml(h complaints: were made by many prisoners that
One prisoner alleged
logl that for ten days be preferred 1o sleep on thie bare
Hﬁ'mg clothes o covering himsell] with the' blankets, It
wat the blatkets waere unt'rml with {vérmin, and that white
to giol were  handed filthy blagkets, which had. been
sG, (_nu.:.llu e, and Malays., 'The bldnkets which we noticed
infspection d:[l not. appear to he \(-J»Llllthv, but « female
wghishe lgd spent most o hee tinge in the gaol during the
ever § muuh washily ,'hbx,ug as, d.uz.mn'
‘e tha ot'ghc board {of inquity.- The idé

ihgbylprispners. ag.
£ e oncei]m.d ud vty pris

MU R

im. mtl spa

122




hnd in this way vermin and ringw

given to white and:black prisoners

less sickness among the prisoners t

| Inquests arcalways held in vase ol
in weight and appearance furing
plalnt 1s influenza, jconlrac fd prol
The skin discise ol ringwotim was
muuicated fto othet prisondes
has been checked, .thouzh hve no
suffering trom it. " Prisonegs are n
should be according to theiregulal

or oftener if sent for. "The journ:

o three or four yeurs ago we did not
medical officer were made by wha
hospital inithe gaol, and patients
scldom have easesiof illness been s
general hospital. - i any rearrany
small Lospital ward. ‘
ApyixistrarioN.—The st
six male ,tumkc_vsz, one lemale tur

| one official to each 75T prisoners;
.| ‘male turnkeys and one female arg
of the gates and the inner eivele,
in the woodyard, and he also sup
the prisoners wha copvey the ni
vards incthe morninge andi at ik

-Fays that this has been lately 1

H H
: oV !
Hesdrrin.—The gx:m:xjnl health of the enol is w wodd, nned 1S S}U(I_t]l:lﬂ

: There havel heen six denths in gnol
. <1 [lunatics wlio were confintd here

By toyels, combs, and

regulation,;nnd he adimits that he {

four days. = One compluintihy zt prisoner ol eruclty

~

. - ”
'- - . » - -
! . \ ! i
! acns '
- Ivijl. :

H 2

. f .
over - whole vard. ' L gaoler
1bs e

T were spresud
hediesd, sond that gepaunte towwds el co

]

there s
i the sare giember ol pergons inthe tow.
in ning venrs, bug the anajbrity ol these vore ulb
previons Lo the (tlu-nin-_{- of the reedption-honse,
dentin Xevonding Le groler prisoners improve
v enforeed -stayiin anol. The prevailing com-
jhly fromy sleepies® on the have cconerete {ffoors,
:iif« Ampeorted it the sanl by Malays and com-
hasins, s disease, However,
wd prisoners whonwere eyidently
Lnission by the dodtor as they
b ~ivs he never heard ot the
Lt onlyiweekly
1 QVernie every
gl reeon sonee
clec] Dy the

tod

fleed some: colour
it examined on o
ans.  The suree
Toes not visit the & ul eyery day.
I shows that he nfakes eenll on
on the partok
hew chiroes ol
L ronic nalingeregs Y Thewe is no
wve to he treatediin theie cells drowardy, Very
g severe that the prisoners Lhind to'vhe h;cl“ o the
ament of the grol provision should he male for
I of the waol (_'(J1|Li>'l.\“('l' a znoler, i head- turnkey.
\ku_\', and o lll.‘ltl'lill——"-ll‘ll Jnoadl 'L‘hc‘cl:nil_\(:n'(,'-(':x:--

H

eredit, and the o
nppu:m:(l to he o

number ol prisoners in 188+ wus 47 in 1883, TULE, gud i 1886, 6000, whicn cives

N I . . .
fulinge the averade bt the last three yeavk,  Foar
on duty durine ghe day.  One man takos charoe
nother is stationetl in the vaeds, a thid i onduty

watlls, s assists jn searchins

ger in the evening,  The turnkey station adein the
it ron

ht-tubs outside the

rintends the vlv:n$i1|u tipol the approaches, eseorts

tower keeps a record of all tlj

| serviewnol varions kinds in the wad
enoler sichildren. At night two d

gate, and move about the guol. |l
ithe head turnkey: is ealled, and he

Jo'clogk in winter and 9 in swnn

|- turnkey is supposed to Visit e
window in the staivease, |This wi
ward, amd as there isopo tel-ta
performs his duy wilin r gnl;‘n':ii_\;
cells every halt-hour by walking’
.\t'i,lpcr\'i.\'iun ol 1he turirkggs apye
any rate inetleetive s and thee el
hich,
condition ol the fabour market
continuous duty jor nineteen i
the discipline o the oflicers wh

4]

so readily brought, even il they
leave the evidence to speak Tor
the prison might at & juncture

" nests in them. The vevolvers i

dirty. A witrtTY was also pierim
prisoucr every; night for iy ho
say prisen rule, the relative po
the admission- of several turnke

. T | ;
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supcrintend  the female prismu.'rf,
watehes, and each alternately wolie onf waleh.

v the stlenee-bell s e, and
Care pot suppnsv(l To enenae in dversation,

1~ ol en n-mlxhi.‘\mi
A set of trustbworihy and pespectinble men panied e

IFS,
dv charges ol drgnkenuess andd Tnamoendity e [
e ol regarded
Lol
tepend were so peglected That

il to be alare i the inner cirele with
wor two--

¢ woord solit. The Temale tyrnkey an

whose ime is loeenpiad in wgshing ovin dotnr

fer's liouse or in festehine o (S charge ol the

urikeys are on (l‘ﬁ_\ﬂ Db nich! dne divitded o
'l'llv_\' see Lo the 1=, attond to the

I o distmbaner tilk-'s prizie i A assneinted wakis

1o & ore crder, A0
ITer bhat prisoiers
Faegy badt-hoe duine the il
associtbed L wannd rond et nothronch o

adopts neaseesfueressary

ot
~ -:‘1
nidow, Towever, enly connmand a portion o the
printy thar thae Crrnhey
Pl is e suppgess e frond of The s

L L AR
corridbrs, nd taovisit the yards. [
tor have heen very laxoai

1o elock there 18 pooce

atone the
pxfrom the evidepee
j ax tnenhess B ccrkaindy on
|H'U(‘Hl'l'll in ll!n' tris el
o the calony i they are cennpetled L pevhem
There must he soneihing naterindbvd weong it

amd on llu-seglmiuh we
which the salery ol
hornets enalbd Foniled
Woere PuUsty ana
a lewade
not Mt

Ts proved
the arms on

and \\'In-n’

d rilles, when whe inspeeted theny,

a violhtion of all common sense,

itions of the parties Iwing taken into account,
4 the gate-book (which is, f properiy kept, ene al

i nst




!

£

“assoetated with sente

-

most eﬂiciént ‘checks

written up. “There :

of prisoners and altogethey
A gang of s¢ntenced pxﬁlsoncra 15 cmployed i
front qpproachm, and doing work for the aaoler—such

the cows und washing
principal labour exee
12s. per ton; and cuf
and 20s. per ton. Iz
of cut firewdod way

ton per working day secme

prisoners—the gang
The wood sold docs 1

The meals arg
different yards. Iives

on a log stool in any part ’ot t1
systemn is that of leeding in its wrosb(,bt form.

forks or tables; the

is provided with a sujall hag in
meal may be left ovep.

ol ]u:fty thefts fror

order and pay for [
bad—that the only «

Bread was L -quu1tlv Kour
the worst quality of ¢

—awd the gaoler adn

pn\nnua lla.(l to go withouttsupper.
'lhc supler admits

Lard labour.
regarding the rations
entitled to thew if the
are mainly the curtai
tails of hair worn by
in Mackay Gaol.
there is a rule that
convicted of feiony af
offence, or when spec
rute neight he adopted|
presents of money to
ereat abuses, and sho

. \p((ml attentid
prisoners and warders

much of the evidence
it widdoubted that fen
supervision—sullicien
It scems contrary to

with murder (she wi
circle as. a private codk, or that <

residence as, i music d
into the stockade and
be permitted.

Clergyimen of

service nearly every S

SirE avn B
nearly { square, being
The main enfrance

yard, 138 feet by 30
are employed in cutti

lso seCmed|to be too-much smo)’imrr !

Tlyis

iy
qu.ulu's of the pririeip

on logsenels ofiiuternal Ldmiuis’cra ian) was vcry perfunctorﬂy
by turnkcys in the presence

too great! fam;ha.mfy

tleanmrr up the yards, the

Lgmks and sculhons, but the
(d
ed for the firewood is 18s.
og was bought, 202% tons
Less than a
by so many
over twcutv

the bumr Anolher gangacts as
Putcd | in thq ol is in cut:rruw up wq
up into firewood, ‘L'he price obtaid
st year about 311 tons of wood in
sold,, and about 1251 tons was uscd in the fmol
1?rq_un small. quantity df work “done
durihg fhe time of ow inspection; numbering
ot paj the cost of the logs. l
“brought from the Kitchen by pu:,oncra in hand-barrows to the
y prisbner j:. served with his portion, and he or she takes a scat
¢ yaud the fancy dictated.  There are no knives or
Tach prisoncr
‘hich he or Shie may plau, whatever portion of the
Tlese bigs are hung up in the shelter-sheds, but a system
1 thein prey vails.  Prisoners cominitted for trial, altllou'rh
need men, ave peemitted to et wilatever food thev choose to
om hotels.] Complaints were made that the beef was often
uts pm\uled woere from the neek. | It was also said that the
that the meat was badly cookdd ; and that the tea was of
The lmmmy was often filled with maggots

b 1('l\ compound.”

likewise that hu does not carry out the: regulations
wives extia rutions to {prisoners before thcy are
atnctl\ observed.  Punishments for prison offences
ment lof digt, s there is no punisholent cell in the gaol. The
Clipiese avejeut oft' hy ovders of the baolcr This is also done
s is of itsell a severe pumshment tot & Chinaradn. In Victoria
he tail is hot cut off except in cases where the prisoner is
ter having previausly ‘mndergone u sentence for some criminal
ally Lecomm( ndled l»\ the delLdl ollicer of the gaol; and that
in our pend ml.xhn\mncn#s Priyoners are pe srmitted to niake
other prisgners on dise lu.wv ‘This pmctu& opens a door to
thd he stopyped. i
n s divected to the ov I(l( nee u'gkudm" the employment of
in the domhestic service ol the gaoler.  Even conceding that
on this subject by prisoners is o v\“g(1.1tv(l-——lhnu'"h we think
ale prisonegs have been allowed outdide the gaol walls without
is admitt¢d by the saolér Imn\clll to condemn the practice.
he fist priciples of prisow discipline that a wowman charged
s subsequently exceuted) shoudd, IJ("cmplovul in the outer
nother prisoncr should be engaged in the -rnolcr S
his children. '

, 1n that ha
: rules wer

/Ihe bringing of the gaoler's bu«*"y

()\‘?ncs\ ta
th® crazing ol Lis horse in, tlu,yu'ds should also on noaccount

i
savious det
uday, T

3
¢ .‘.

i !
ominations visit the ganll regularly .md conduct
ere is no school and no lll)l..u\ in the guol,

|

v —l\l)\[ AL
LrNGs.—TTe gmol enelosuee, whiceluis in Llu. police reserve, iy
& 1Ll feet by 158 feet. The howndary prlisade is 12 feet lntrh
fromi MeDowell street by a lane formed by the gardens .m(l
toenoler .nhl hewd tienkey, Just withio thie aate is the frout
c:t one i et of which is used as a wood- vard where prisoucrs
ng up logs, ud in the other part is btult the store and wa.tfr
tan

l
. to

% L : : ‘

124

\ . as dru ing in and mllkmg 3

Logs are purchased at’

itted the teath of this u)mpl.um‘,—qnd that on one oceasion the .
Tobiceo is given as a'ration to all prisoncers at -




APPENDIX D

INVITATIONS TO TENDERS AND
SPECIFICATIONS FOR WORK AT THE NORTH
WARD POLICE STATION AND QUARTERS
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Volume CIL., folio 1115.

t
‘

Department of Public Works,
Brisbane, 22nd: April, 191‘4._

TO CONTRACTORS AND OTHERS.
NEW BALCONY, POLICE INSPECTOR'S QUARTERS,
. TOWNSVILLE.

RESH TENDERS will be received ab this Office, and ths

Court Houses, Townsville and Charterss Towers, until

Twelve o’clock noon on FRIDAY, the 5th Juno, for New Balcony,
Police Inspestor’s Quarters, Townsvillo. | )

Tendors to be acoompanied by preliminary deposit according
to the soaje as provided in clause 4 of the conditions of tendering
attached to the form of Tender, and eudorsed * Tender for
Dalcony, Police Inspector's Quarters, Townsville.” -

" Only bank draft, Commonwealth Tremr{ notes, cheque
glukqd by the banker, money order, or gold, will be accopted for
oposits, .

Modified Plan and Specification, Gonersl Conditfons of
Contract, and Conditions of Tondoring may bo seen, and form
of Tender with furthar partioulars obtained, ab the Offico of the
undersignoed ; the Court House, Chartors Towers; and the Office
of the Inspector of Public Works, Townsvillo.

- The lowest or any Tondor will not necessarily be accopted.
A. B. BRADY, Undor Scecretary and Government Architect.

- —

- . -

L

QSA A/41702 1914,
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APPENDIX E
THE BURRA CHARTER

After Kerr (1990:25-28).
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THE AUSTRALIA ICOMOS CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF PLACES OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

LN
[N

Preambie

Having regard to the International Charter for the
Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites
(Venice 1966), and the Resolutions of Sth General
Assembly of the International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS) (Moscow 1978), the following
Charter was adopted by Australia [COMOS on [9th
August 1979 at Burra Burra. Revisions were adopted on
23rd February 1981 and on 23 April 1988.

Definitions
Article 1. For the purpose of this Charter:
1.1 Place means site, area, building or other work,

group of buildings or other works together with'

associated contents and surroundings.

1.2 Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic,
scientific or social value for past, present or future
generations.

1.3 Fabric means all the physical material of the place.

1.4 Conservation means all the processes of looking
after a place so as to retain its cultural significance.
It includes maintenance and may according to
circumstance include preservation, restoration,
reconstruction and adaptation and will be
commonly a combination of more than one of
these.

1.5 Maintenance means the continuous protective care
of the fabric, contents and setting of a place, and
is to be distinguished from repair. Repair involves
restoration or reconstruction and it should be
treated accordingly.

1.6 Preservation means maintaining the faéric of a
place in its existing state and retarding deterioration.

1.7 Restoration means returning the EXISTING fabric
of a place to a known earlier state by removing
accretions or by reassembling existing components
without the introduction of new material.

1.8 Reconstruction means returning a place as nearly
as possible to a known earlier state and is
distinguished by the introduction of materials (new
or old) into the fabric. This is not to be confused
with either re-creation or conjectural reconstruction
which are outside the scope of this Charter.

1.9 Adaptation means modifying a place to suit
proposed compatible uses.

1.10 Compatible use means a use which involves no
change to the cuiturally smmt‘ 1cant fabric, changes
which are substantially reversible, or changes which
require a minimal impact.

I -

(The Burra Charter)

Explanatory Notes
These notes do not form part of the Charter and may be added 10 by
Australia ICOMOS.

Anticle 1.1
Place includes structures, ruins, archaeological sites and landscapes
modified by human activity.

Article 1.5
The dfstinctions referred to in Article 1.5, for example in relation to
roof gutters, are:
maintenance — regular inspection and cleaning of gutters
repair involving restoration — returning of dislodged gutters to their
place
repair involving reconstruction — replacing decayed gutters.
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Conservatmn Prmcxples

Article 2. The aim of conservation is to retain the culmml
significance of a place and must include provision for its
security, its maintenance and its future.

-

Atrticle 3. Conservation is based on a respect for the
existing fabric and should involve the least possible
physical intervention. It should not distort the evidence
provided by the fabric.

~Article 4. Conservarion should make use of all the
disciplines which can contribute to the study and safe-
guarding of a place. Techniques employed should be
traditional but in some circumstances they may be
modern ones for which a firm scientific basis exists and
which have been supported by a body of experience.

Article 5. Conservation of a place shouid take into con-
sideration all aspects of its cultural significance without
unwarranted emphasis on any one aspect at the expense
of others.

Article 6. The conservation policy appropriate to a place
must first be determined by an understanding of its
cultural significance.

Article 7. The conservation policy will determine which
uses are compatible.

Article 8. Conservation requires the maintenance of an
appropriate visual setting: e.g., form, scale, colour,
texture and materials. No new construction, demolition
or modification which would adversely affect the setting
shouid be allowed. Environmental instrusions which
adversely affect appreciation or enjoyment of the place
should be excluded.

Article 9. A building or work should remain in its
historical location. The moving of all or part of a building
or work is unacceptable unless this is the sole means of
ensuring its survival,

Article 10. The removal of contents which form part of
the cultural significance of the pface-is unacceptable
unless it is the sole means of ensuring their security and
preservation. Such countents must be returned should
changed circumstances make this practicable.

4

- Article 2

Conservation should not be undertaken uniess adequate resources are
availabie 10 ensure that the fabric is got left in a vuinerable state and
that the cultural significance of the place is not impaired. However,
it must be emphasised that the best conservation often invoives the least
work and can be inexpensive. - -

Article 3

The traces of additions, aiterations and earlier treatments on the fabric
of a place are evidence of its history and uses.

Conservation action shouid tend to assist rather than to impede their
interpretation.

Article 6

An understanding of the cultural significance of a place is essential ©©

its proper conservation. This shouid be achieved by means of a thorough

mvesuuuon resulting in a report embodying a statement of cultural
ifi The formal adoption of a of cultural signifi

is an essential prerequisite to the preparation of a conservation policy.

Article 7

" Continuity of the use of a place in a particular way may bc significant

and therefore desirable.

Articie §
New construction work, including infill and additions, may be
acceptable, provided:

it does not reduce or obscure the cuiturai significance of the place

it is in keeping with Article 8.

Article 9

Some structures were designed to be readily removable or aiready have
a history of previous moves, e.g. prefabricated dwellings and poppet-
heads. Provided such a structure does not have a strong association
with its present site, its removal may be considered.

If any structure is moved. it shkould be moved 10 an appropriate setting
and given an appropriate use. Such action should not be 1o the detriment
of any place of cultural significance.
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Conservation. Processes:
Preservation .
Article 11. Preservation is appropriate where the cxxsung
state of the fabric itself constitutes evidence of specxfi.c
cultural significance, or where insufficient evidence is
available to allow other conservation processes to be
carried out.

-
~

Article 12. Preservation is limited to the protection,
maintenance and, where necessary, the stabilization of
the existing _fabric but without the distortion of its cuitural
significance.

Restoration )
Article 13. Resroration is appropriate only if there is

sufficient evidence of an earlier state of the fabric and- -

only if returning the fabric to that state reveals the
cultural significance of the place.

Article 14. Restoration should reveal anew culturally
significant aspects of the place. It is based on respect for
all the physical, documentary and other evidence and
stops at the point where conjecture begins.

Article 15. Restoration is limited to the reassembling of
displaced components or removal of accretions in
accordance with Article 16.

Article 16. The contributions of all periods to the place
must be- respected. If a place includes the fabric of
different periods, revealing the fabric of one period at
the expense of another can only be justified when what
is removed is of slight cultural significance and the fabric
which is to be revealed is of much greater cuitural
significance.

Reconstruction

Article 17, Reconstruction is appropriate only where a
place is incompiete through damage or alteration and
where it is necessary for its survival, or where it reveals
the cuitural significance of the place as a whole.

Article 18. Reconstruction is limited to the completion
of a depleted entity and should not constitute the majority
of the fabric of a piace.

Article 19. Reconstruction is limited to the reproduction
of fabric, the form of which is known from physical
and/or documentary evidence. It should be identifiable
on close inspection as being new work.

Adaptation

Article 20. Adaptation is acceptable where the conserva-
tion of the place cannot otherwise.oe achieved, and where
the adapration does not substantially detract from its
cultural significance,

Article- 11 .

Preservation protects fabric without obscuring the evidence of its.

consiruction and use. '

The process should always be applied:
where the evidence of the fabric is of such significance that it must
not be altered. This is an unusual case and likely to be appropriate
for archaeological remains of national importance:

where insufficient investigation has been carried out 0 permit
conservation policy decisions 10 be taken in accord with Articles
23to0 25.
New construction may be carried oui in association with preservation
when its purpose is the physical protection of the fabric and when it
is consistent with Article 8.

Article 12

Stabilization is a process which helps keep fabric intact and in a fixed
position. When carried out as a part of preservation work it does not
introduce new materials into the fabric, However, when necessary for
the survival of the fabric, stabilization may be effected as part of a
reconstruction process and new materials introduced. For example,
grouting or the insertion of a reinforcing rod in a masonry wall.

Article 13
See explanatory note for Article 2.
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Article 21. Adaptation must be limited 1o that which is
essential to a use for the place determined in accordance
with Articles 6 and 7.

Article 22. Fabric of cuitural significance unavoidably
removed in the process of adapiation must be kept safely
to enable its future reinstatement.

Conservation Practice

Article 23. Work on a place must be preceded by
professionally prepared studies of the physical,
documentary and other evidence, and the existing fabric
recorded before any intervention in the place.

Article 24. Study of a place by any intervention in the
Jabric or by archaeological excavation should be under-
taken where necessary to provide data essential for
decisions on the conservation of the place and/or to
secure evidence about 10 be lost or made inaccessible
through necessary conservation or other unavoidable
action. Investigation of a place for any other reason which
requires physical disturbance and which adds
substantially to a scientific body of knowledge may be
permitted, provided that it is consistent with the
conservation policy for the place.

Article 25, A written statement of conservation policy
must be professionaily prepared setting out the cultural
significance and proposed conservation procedure
together with justification and supporting evidence,
including photographs, drawings and all appropriate
samples.

Articie 26. The organisation and individuals responsible
for policy decisions must be named and specific respon-
sibility taken for each such decision.

Article 27. Appropriate professional direction and
supervision must be maintained at all stages of the work
and a log kept of new evidence and additional decisions
recorded as in Articie 25 above.

Articie 28, The records required by Articles 23, 25, 26
and 27 shouid be placed in a permanent archive and made
publicly available.

Article 29, The items referred to in Articles 10 and 22
should be professionally catalogued and protected.

Words in italics are defined in Article 1.

Article 28

The procedure will include the conservation processes referred to in
Article 1.4 and other matters described in Guidelines to the Burra
Charter: Conservalion Policy.
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or a stamp number from another Government department. For
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LBH EDF 113 TCSS - 76, 1976:113/w/133 ...
Letter, 26th Oct., 1976.

LBH EDF 113 TCSS - 1968, 1955:#00343 ...
Letter, Dec., 1955.

LBH EDF 113 TCSS - 1968, Bundle 2, 1969:#1 ...
Letter, 24th Feb., 1969.

LBH EDF 113 TCSS 1968, 48980/56 ...
Townsville Central School.

LBH EDF 113 TCSS, 68 Box #1, 1952:#4 ...
26th Sep., 1952.

LBH EDF 113 TCSS, 68 Box #1, 1955:#3 ...
Memo.

LBH EDF 113 TCSS, 69 Box #1, 1968:#1 ...
Memo, 11th April, 1968.

Lands Department Reserve Fil ueensland

LDRF RE:51/1912 Lands 1951:#3 ...

Res. No. 8504.
LDRF Res. 4068 1943:#4 ...

Letter to Dr. N.R. Scott-Young.
LDRF Res.8504 1978:#2 ...

RE: 51/1912 Lands.
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QDAS CAR 1877
QDAS CAR 1880
QDAS CAR 1884

nslan Archiv

Colonial Secretary's Office Register of Letters Sent,
1886, A/4799
QSA A/4799 1885:#1 ...
1885 Queensland Sheriff's Report.
QSA A/4799 1888:#2 ...
1888 Queensland Sheriff's Report.
QSA A/4799 1889:#3 ...
Sheriff's Report 1889 for the year 1888.

Townsville Police Inspector's Residence, A/41702
1882-1961
QSA A/41702 653:#05381 .
Map.
QSA A/41702 653S ...
Plan, 8th July, 1940.
QSA A/41702 653S 1939:#7 ...
Copy vide 207.S.1, 730/39, 30th Nov., 1938.
QSA A/41702 653S 1942:#4 ...
Copy vide 315S(3), 8244/42, 30th Dec.,1942.
QSA A/41702 653S 1945:#3 ...
Queensland Police, Ref. no. 5561.
QSA A/41702 6538 1954:#2 ...
Queensland Police, Ref. no. 265/54.
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Police Department, Ref. no. 4 Staff (4).
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Letter to Inspector Isley, 28th Aug. 1893.
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Wire, 3rd Oct., 1893.
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Extract, 31st Jan., 1896.
QSA A/41702 1896:#13 ...

96.1407, 11th Feb. 1896.
QSA A/41702 1896:#14 ...

Letter, 6th Feb., 1896.
QSA A/41702 1897:#16 ...

1st Oct., 1897.
QSA A/41702 1897:#17 ...

24th Nov., 1897.
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Extract report, 25th Mar., 1903.
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Letter, Town Hall, 26th Jan., 1901.
QSA A/41702 1907:#008345 ...
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Volume LXX., folio 824.
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Department of Public Works, 13th May, 1875.
QSA WOR/A 369 1878 ...

Department of Public Works, 18th April, 1878.
QSA WOR/A 369 1875:#1 ...

Report submitting plans, 8th May, 1875.
QSA WOR/A 369 1878:#2 ...

Extract letter, 25th Jan. 1878.
QSA WOR/A 369 1878:#3 ...

Tenders-warders quarters, 4th Sep., 1878.
QSA WOR/A 369 #4 ...

Specification of work at the gaol, Townsville.
QSA WOR/A 369 1885:#5 ...

Letter, 5th Jan. 1885.
QSA WOR/A 369 1885:#6 ...

Townsville Gaol warders quarters, 27th Feb., 1885.
QSA WOR/A 369 1887:#0060 ...

Recommends that iron bars, 16th Dec., 1887.
QSA WOR/A 369 1879:#2786 ...

Letter from Charles Dicken, 1st Aug., 1879.
QSA WOR/A 369 1884:#1921 ...

Urging necessity, 10th June, 1884.
QSA WOR/A 369 #3002 ...

Repairs required, 29th Mar., 1887.
QSA WOR/A 369 1884:#6228 ...

Letter from Smyth, 27th Aug., 1884.
QSA WOR/A 369 1885:#614 ...

Townsville Gaol additions, 27th Feb., 1885.
QSA WOR/A 369 1890:#655 ...

Townsville Gaol, extract, 14th Feb. 1890.

Townsville Police Building, WOR/A 406 1898:- 4585
(4403-4691) G.A.
QSA WOR/A 406 1898 4403-4691:#4 ...
Letter, 22nd Oct., 1896.
QSA WOR/A 406 1898 4403-4691:#01583 ...
Thanks for the use, 2nd Mar., 1896.

Townsville Police Building, WOR/A 443 1900:- 607
(502-696) G.A.

QSA WOR/A 443 1900:502-696 1898:#3561 ...

Letter from Insp. Douglas, July, 1898.
QSA WOR/A 443 1900:502-696 1898:#3450 ...
Further report, July, 1898.
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Townsville Police Building, WOR/A 1917:14409
QSA WOR/A 1869, 1917:14263-14495, 1913:#1 ...

Re: sale of bricks.
QSA WOR/A 1900 1898:#1 ...

Re: alterations, 25th July, 1898.

Townsville Police Building, WOR/A 19741 1913:3985-
4162
QSA WOR/A 19741 1913:3985-4162 ...
Block plan, 17th Nov. 1907.
QSA WOR/A 19741 1913:3985-4162 1909:#02598 ...
Repairs & painting, 29th Mar., 1909.

Townsville Central State Primary School

TCSS Files 1954:#2 ...

Report of inspection, 10th - 14th May, 1954.
TCSS Files 1955:43 ...

Report of inspection, 28th Nov. - 2nd Dec., 1955.
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