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Background

• As a nation, Australia is one of the most 
culturally diverse.

• The 2011 Census showed that Australians 
come from more than 200 countries, 
speak over 300 languages at home, and 
belong to more than 100 different religious 
groups.

• The diversity in population is reflected in 
marriage, with mixed marriages that have 
been entered into by Australians from the 
first settlement in 1788, or even earlier.



Background

• According to ABS (2006), all Australians are grouped into one 
of three categories:
• Overseas-born - people born overseas who have migrated to 

Australia. Their birthplace group is their country of birth;

• Second-generation - those born in Australia with at least one parent 
born overseas. Their birthplace group is assigned to the country of 
birth of their father if both parents were born overseas, or to that of 
the overseas-born parent if only one was born overseas; and

• Long-time Australians - in the absence of a more suitable term, this 
category includes those who were born in Australia and whose 
parents were also born in Australia.



Background

• Based on the categories, mixed marriage is defined as:
• A long time Australian with an overseas-born or second-generation 

Australian partner;

• Two overseas born people from different countries of birth;

• Two second generation people from different countries of birth; and

• An overseas born person and a second-generation person from 
different countries of birth.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (2006): 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/ABS@.nsf/2f762f95845417

aeca25706c00834efa/c414ec2a595eb029ca2570ec000e2
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Background



Background

Mixed and other Marriages in Australia 1974-1998 (ABS, 2006)



Background

Overseas-born Grooms Marrying Long-time Australians (ABS, 2006)



Background

Overseas-born Brides Marrying Long-time Australians (ABS, 2006)



Background

• There were 118,962 marriages registered in 2013.

• The proportion of marriages between two Australian born 
people has been gradually decreasing since 1993, from 64.0% 
in 1993 to 55.1% of all marriages in 2013. 

• The proportion of marriages between two people born in the 
same overseas country has increased over the same period, 
from 8.0% in 1993 to 13.2% in 2013. 

• Marriages of people born in different countries increased from 
28.0% in 1993 to 31.6% of all marriages in 2013. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2015). Marriages.

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/3310.0Main%20Features112013?opendocument
&tabname=Summary&prodno=3310.0&issue=2013&num=&view=



Background

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2015). Marriages.

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/3310.0Main%20Features112013?opendo
cument&tabname=Summary&prodno=3310.0&issue=2013&num=&view=

Relative birthplace of couple in QLD marriage registration in 2013

Birthplace N %

Both born in Australia 15,067 60.2

Both born in the same overseas country 2,164 8.7

Born in different countries 7,780 31.1

Total marriages registered in 2013 25,011 100



Background

• QUIZ: Do you know how many people lived in Townsville in 

1866? 

• When it was established in 1866, Townsville’s population was relatively 
small consisting of 170 persons in the first year. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2015). Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2012-13.

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/3218.02012-13

Townsville Population 2003-2013

Year 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Population 147,964 151,172 155,330 159,482 163,509 168,503 173,067 176,528 180,114 184,546 189,238



Research Aim

• To our best knowledge, 

there are few official 

data on mixed marriage 

in Townsville over the 

past 150 years.

• We therefore aim to 

trace the history and 

evolution of mixed 

marriage in Townsville 

through two studies.



Methods

• Study 1: History of mixed 
marriage in Townsville

• Archival data analysis

• Archival materials

• Media reports

• Library and museum 
materials

• Historian personal 
collections



Methods

• Study 2: Contemporary cross-
cultural marriages between 
Chinese women and 
Australian men

• Narrative data collection 
and analysis

• Interviewed 11 Chinese 
woman-Australian man 
couples, with a total of 10 
female and 9 male 
participants.



Findings and Discussion 

Study 1 (1)

• The Evolution of attitude towards mixed marriage in 
150 years:

• From rejection of cross-cultural marriage to 
acceptance, particularly in the marriages of ethnic 
minority men and white women.













Findings and Discussion 

Study 1 (2)

• The changed attitude towards mixed marriage 
reflects the evolution of immigration policies from 
the White Australian Policy to multiculturalism. 









Findings and Discussion 

Study 1 (3)

• The history of war brides reflects the fact 
that throughout its proud 150 year’s 
history, Townsville is a major Australian 
Army base.













Findings and Discussion 

Study 2 (1)

• Participant characteristics

Age Annual income Marriage yrs

Range M Range M Range M

Female 36-53 41.6 $0-$70,000 $30,000
2.5-10 6.6

Male 34-75 46.2 $50,000-$260,000 $105,000



Findings and Discussion 

Study 2 (2)
• The extended families and friends of 

Australian husbands highly accept their 
cross-cultural marriages. 

• My family members were very happy 
that I married a Chinese woman. I was 
happy so they were happy. (Male, 33 yrs
old)

• My friends thought it was very cool that 
I married a Chinese woman. (Male, 34 
yrs old)

• I always have delicious lunch box 
prepared by my wife. A workmate of 
mine admired me so much and said to 
me, “if I divorced, help me find a 
Chinese wife.” (Male, 56 yrs old)



Findings and discussion 

Study 2 (3)

• Online dating websites become a popular platform for the 
Chinese women to meet the Australian men.

• 6 out of 11 couples met using online dating websites

• 5 out of 10 Chinese women had and have very limited 
English skills and abilities, who used and are sometimes 
using Chinese-English translators.



Findings and Discussion 

Study 2 (4)
• The Chinese wives appear to experience the loss in transition 

after moving to Australia.

• Example: Loss in language
• Language can be a sticking point at sometimes, trying to explain 

things to one and other [can be difficult] as things can be lost in 
translation. (Male, 47 yrs old)

• My English is very limited. Sometimes I didn’t understand what he 
said. … But I have learned some coarse languages. When he used 
F*** words to shout at me. I used F*** words to shout him back. 
[Both the wife and husband laugh]. (Female, 56 yrs old)



Findings and discussion 

Study 2 (5)
• Many couples have experienced difficulties accessing 

information in relation to bringing the wife to Australia, 
and receiving little support towards the wife’s 
employment. 

• I was sick and stayed in the hospital for an operation. 
I could not bring my wife over to look after me. I had 
to make a complaint to the Immigration services. 
(Male, 75 yrs old)

• We received free language courses in TAFE. But there 
is little support or information from the governments 
regarding looking for a job. It is very hard for us to 
look for a job here in Townsville. (Female, 36 yrs old)



Policy Implications

Multiculturalism brings social, economic 

and cultural benefits to Australia. 



Policy Implications

 New migrants need more support in 

finding a job in regional Australia.




