Mills, Jane, Centre for Nursing and Midwifery Research, James Cook University
A New Generation of Qualitative Research

Key debates in qualitative research differ globally. Generational difference is one way
of explaining the origins of different debates and issues in qualitative research. Using
MannheimOs theory of generational difference, contrasting positions on these debates are
examined. Within each generation there are generational units who have concrete bonds
that give voice to particular issues of concern. Important issues for each generational cat-
egory are identified and discussed in relation to the literature. Future directions for quali-
tative research are also considered.
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