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Children aged O - 15 at risk of social exclusion
Darwin (1:500 000)
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Mofe: Child weights are based on all children aged less than18 years.
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LIKE SPARKLE IN SUGAR CANE...

POPULATION OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS IN MACKAY: 34.7%

HOW DOES THE CLUSTER START ?

There is a general consensus that
suicide is the product of complex
set of individual, situational and

socio cultural factors
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Crisis Intervention committee

e Coordinates the
prevention

e [ntervention

e and postvention
activities at a local
community level which
Incorporates

e Primary intervention
e Secondary intervention
e Tertiary intervention
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PRIMARY INTERVENTIONS

Involves people from the whole
community, group or population
who are given suicide awareness
and bereavement support training
and are willing to talk to a person
at risk of suicide or support/listen
to a person who has lost a loved
one to suicide.

School staff, night patrol, youth
programmes, drug and alcohol
rehabilitation staff, and police,
general hospital staff, defence
forces staff etc. wanssens 2008



SECONDARY INTERVENTIONS

Involves suicide alertness of
trained Aboriginal Mental
Health Workers, nurses,
teachers, doctors and
Aboriginal Community Police
Officers who have
completed the Applied
Suicide Intervention Skills
Training (ASIST) to assess
initial risk and refer if
necessary for further
assessment. nanssens,2008



TERTIARY INTERVENTION

e Involves highly trained
gatekeepers who are alert to
and can properly assess and
treat suicidal clients.

e Emergency staff, psychiatric
nurses, psychiatrists, police
24 hours service.

e In response to suicide
bereavement, the facilitation
of support groups is provided
and with complicated grief,
counselling . Hanssens 2008
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LIKE SPARKLE IN SUGAR CANE...

RESULTS:

43 % OF YOUTH SUICIDE ARE IN CLUSTERS
CONTAGION PHENOMENA

COMPLICATED GRIEF

IDEALIZATION

SENSATIONALISM

INTENSE EMOTIONAL ATMOSPHERE
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LIKE SPARKLE IN SUGAR CANE...
T T

TREE OF LIFE:

THIS IS AN APPROACH FROM NARRATIVE THERAPY
DEVELOPED IN SOUTHERN AFRICA TO WORK WITH
CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS

(Ncube & Denborough)

ENABLES CHILDREN TO TALK ABOUT THEIR LIVES,
STARTING FROM THEIR ROOTS, THEIR KNOWLEDGE
AND DREAMS, AND THE SPECIAL PEOPLE IN

THEIR LIVES
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