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To THE EpIToR: As practitioners in a community-controlled Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary healthcare
centre, striving to better meet the healthcare needs of our community, we would like to offer some thoughts on a
recent article by Coory et al.L

In reporting on cervical cancer screening participation rates in Indigenous communities in Queensland, Coory et al
identified the communities but did not inform them that the study was being conducted. We feel that such an
approach is unhelpful and reflects a paternalistic attitude. The accompanying editorial? rightly drew attention to the
lack of direct consultation with the communities involved and the consequences of this in terms of future
interventions. Without a true partnership with the women and their communities, the authors were unable to do
more than imply that participation rates were better in centres with a primary-healthcare approach to screening.

Information about the types of services and choice of Pap smear providers available in each community, in addition
to the Pap smear screening participation rate, would be of great interest. It would, in part, answer the question the
authors themselves posed about the role of primary healthcare in improving Pap smear participation rates. Already
scarce funds could then be committed to improving access to quality primary healthcare rather than to conducting

further trials.

A further factor, which was not explored in either the study or the editorial, was health promotion. The cornerstone
of health promotion in the Indigenous community remains the "kit-video" model, comprising posters, leaflets and a
video. In contrast, mainstream health promotion often involves expensive multimedia campaigns promoted by
national celebrities. Such campaigns have been shown to increase Pap smear screening in the wider community.34
To date, these campaigns have rarely had an Indigenous focus, and it might be argued that a consequence of this is
the low Pap smear participation rate documented by Coory et al.

In our experience,2 the Indigenous community does respond to culturally appropriate holistic primary healthcare.
The study by Coory et al demonstrates a lack of commitment, collaboration and innovation — essential features for
the delivery of quality primary healthcare — that is all too common in the current approach to Indigenous health.
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