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INTRODUCTION 

In 2008 I was fortunate enough to be able to spend a year as an exchange student 

at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver B.C., Canada. During my stay 

in Vancouver I was in the position to get a first hand impression of many issues 

that concern Aboriginal peoples in Canada today. It soon became clear that many 

of these issues are little known among the non-Aboriginal population. Few 

people tur:ned out to be aware of the fact that Aboriginal languages are still 

spoken in Canada today. Awareness of the critical situations many of these 

languages find themselves in, and of the importance of these languages to the 

identity of many First Nations communities is in many cases still lacking. This 

thesis will explore issues of language loss and identity from Aboriginal 

viewpOints. During the end of my stay in Canada I conducted ten interviews with 

speakers and learners of two Aboriginal languages. One large and viable 

language: Cree. The other, a smaller severely endangered language: Kwak'wala. 

The interview questions .related to language use, loss and revitalization as well as 

to the importance of language to an Aboriginal identity. The aim is to let the 

stories and experiences shared in these interviews speak for themselves as much 

as possible. In order to achieve that, this thesis is divided into two parts. 

Part one will give an overview of recent literature and developments in 

language loss and revitalization. It will also take a look at the link between 

language and identity. Chapter one will give an overview of the current status of 

Aboriginal languages in Canada in general and in British Columbia more 

specifically. Chapter two will continue by discussing how languages get 'lost' and 

what possibilities there are to counter that loss. The final chapter in part one will 

look at language and Aboriginal identity in situations of language loss. 

Part one will form the background to the stories shared in the second part 

of this thesis. This enables the interviews to stand out as an oral account. 

However, chapter four will first introduce the partiCipants to the interviews, the 

languages at hand and the largest group of Aboriginal people in Canada today: 

urban Aboriginal peoples. Chapters four and five tell the stories of the 
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participants to the interviews by revisiting issues of loss, revitalization and 

identity as discussed in chapters two and three. 
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