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Pearson Law Briefs is a series designed to assist those people
studying law to come to grips with what are at times complex
legal issues. The law is about analysing cases and statutes and
then applying the prevailing law to legal problems that clients
present to their lawyers. From there, lawyers synthesise an
argument based on the prevailing law and receive instructions
from their clients on what course of action is appropriate,
based on that process of synthesis.

This process, simply described here, can involve a complex
interpretation of what a judge or judges say on how to apply the
relevant precedent case or cases to the client’s facts. Every day in
courts around the common law world lawyers explore whether
precedent should be applied to the client's facts or whether the
law should distinguish precedent and create some new law or
a derivation of the prevailing law. The complexity of such an
exploration is at times quite daunting.

Pearson Law Briefs seek to achieve two important goals in
dealing with the level of complexity thrown up by the law. First,
they seek to demystify the complexity of the law by providing
clear and concise explanations of the law. Second, they seek
to provide a diagrammatic explanation of the law that will help
students grapple with the complexity of legal concepts and
allow students to have a clearer understanding of the area of
law they are studying.

Pearson Law Briefs have engaged expert authors in each of
the basic and core areas of study in the law who actually teach
the area of law they are writing about. This is an important
factor in the success of the Law Briefs series as it ensures
students are reading the words of law teachers who are actively
teaching in the field they are writing on. This means the latest
and best explanations of the concepts students are studying.
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