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Introd uttion. . & - o 0 R = e

’ ‘Cannabis Wlthdrawal Syndrome s prop&sed for |nolu3|on in the;~_ =
DSM-5 due for reIease in 2013. Problematic cannabis use in remote

* Indigenous communities has been reported in Northern Territory and
Queensland studles When cannabis use is curtailed, many users suffer -

£  symptoms leading to violence, threats, intimidation, sleep disturbances -
- and self-harm. Sudden cessation of cannabis use by detalnees/lnmates 7

oould increase risk of experlenolng adverse symptoms -

Despite patterns of high cannabis use, dependence an \d risk facto N s B
of withdrawal, whether Indigenous detalnees/lnmates experience -
. . . ' . . - Examples of cannabis smokin .?:_?%.',-.;- Glen inmates artwork de |ct|n
withdrawal differently has not previously been considered. The aims . serus:cantong oo bfi’ng sto:r-es_durm_g b %

bucket set and plpes : : i s LIRS

- ~a

_of the study are: to validate a Cannabis Withdrawal Cheokl|st-‘-f'~‘-%'ffﬁ~"«? s
(CWC) for Indigenous detainees/inmates, assessment of cannabisia - g
~withdrawal symptoms and severity over 28 days, and _d evelopﬂs - -
resources to effectlve Iy ma N ag e W|th a rawal in cu stody § £ G e s
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Dlscussmn and Conclusmns '

I\/Ianagement of oannabls W|thdrawal requwes
Eligibility Assessment
. Se?/erityyof Dependence (SDS) - = ImprOVGd assessment and tlmely referral tO

. Psychological Distress (K6)

B Saivatesing (Coriol messerent ;;-;.'.;i.f_;'treatments within custodial settings. Studies are
Hﬁ?';ZZTLi:f:rétwii%iS?JLZVtEf:SiGW) ~ also needed to document onset and severlty
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. symptoms will be achieved by a deductive approach, = - W|thdrawal will be deveIoped to support new _ "‘*-~*--*-=
~ judged byapanel of experts and piloted. Dependent - inmates/detainees.. Findings from this study
~ cannabis users (SDS), aged 18-40 years who - will informithe DSM-5 for cultural variation :

_identify as Indigenous (Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait --.q,;:‘:_-_;""_‘5_;_‘_??;?fffConSIderatlon o the proposed ontena -~ S3¥

Islander) will be recruited from north Queensland_.’*’"“--‘:‘T[ig{'ff”;"“ B S e
Police Watch Houses and Correctional Centres. =~
Interviews with new detainees/inmates will occur on
eight different occasions over 28 days using abattery .
of scales. Assessments validated with biological = EESGEaE
markers will examine onset and severity of cannabis . m i -
‘withdrawal symptoms and psychological distress. . m‘ ;dt;zni.elhsazz?; aeairaz;;sr resdimd e
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