




GLOSSARY 

ab)'!isal depths from 4000 to 6000 m (13,123 
to 19,685 ft) below sea level 

anemones or sea anemones most species 
are column-shaped polyps with an 
adhesive foot at the bas!: and tentacles 
at the 'mouth' end 

beche-dc-mer sea cucumber, a delicacy 
(fresh or dried) in Eastern and 
Southeast Asian cuisines 

hi-valves molluscs whose bodies are 
enclosed by two shells-for eJ(ample, 
oysters and clams 

bioluminescence the production of light 
by a living organism 

biomass biological material from living 
or de.::omposing organisms 

hommies an outcrop of rock and coral 

bryozoans lace coral 

ciguatera a fonn of food poisoning caused 
by eating recffish contaminated with 
toxins produa:d by micro-organisms 
called dinoflagclletes 

cilia tiny hair-like projections on the surfaces 
of some organisms 

cnidarian animals an enormous group 
of animals that possess specially 
modified cells called nematocysts, 
or stinging cells. This group includes 
sea jellies, anemones, sea whips, 
zooamhids, corallimorparians, 
stinging hydro ids, hard corals 
and soft corals 

commensal an organism that benefits from 
living with another organism without 
harming or benefiting it 

coral bommie see Sommie 
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coral coring drilling and removing a 
core sample from coral for research 
purposes 

coralline resembling coral 

crystalline resembling crystal 

culvert drain 

cuspate ribbon reefs ribbon reefs that fonn 
a triangular elongated growth 

detrital feeders or detrivores organisms 
that feed off decomposing plants 
and animals 

diatomaceous earths the fossilised remains 
of a type of hard-shdled algae called 
diatoms; they are used for, among 
other things, filters, cat litter and pest 
repellents in gardens 

families, genera and species all plants and 
animals are classified according to the 
family they belong to; they are then 
subdivided into genera (plural for 'genus') 
and again into species-for example, the 
humpback whale (Mtgaplua l'/o'l.J(uong}iae) 
is a member of the Balaenopteridae family 
(that is, baleen whales, which have baleen 
plates for filtering food from water, ruther 
than teeth), and it also belongs to the 
genus MegapttTa, and to the species 
Megaptero nM)(mmgliue 

Rotsam is Roating wreckage from a ship or 
its cargo 

Foraminiferans are the most common marinc 
plankton species 

foram sand sand made up of the tiny shells of 
single-celled organisms called fornminfcra 

me-living organism one that is not 
directly dependent on another 

organism for survival-for example, 
sharks swim freely and depend 
only on other organisms for food 

gamete a cell that fuses with another cell 
during fertilisation; in organisms that 
reproduce sexually, one gamete may 
be the ovum or egg and the other the 
sperm 

glIstropods are a class of molluscs, including 
sea snails, whelks, abalone, conches and 
periwinkles 

glaciation ice age characterised by lower 
temperatures and the advance of glaciers 

guano the urine and facees of birds, cave­
dwelling bats and seals that is used as 
a garden fertiliser 

heathlands areas of low-growing shrubs where 
the soil is too poor to support the growth 
of trees 

humic substances major organic constiruems, 
usually in soils 

hydrographer someone who charts a body of 
water by measuring its depths, tides and 
currents, usually to establish a safe passage 
for shipping 

hydroids cnidarian feather-like animals with 
stinging capsules 

interstiti:ll spaces the gaps between matter, 
such as the gaps between grains of sand 

invertebrate animal species without a backbone 

jetsam is a part of a ship, or its associated 
equipment or cargo that is deliberately 
cast overboard to lighten the load if the 
ship finds itself in distress 



K-T Extinction the period when dinosaurs 
became extinct about 65 million years 
ago-'K'stands for the Cretuceous 
Period and 'T' for the Teniary Period 

leeward is the dire(:tion downwind from 
the point of reference 

macroaJgae seaweeds 

microbC!l single-celled organisms, including 
viruses and bacteria, that cannot be seen 
without a microscope 

nematocysts stinging capsules in cnidarian 
animals, such as jellyfish 

ooze fine mud on the sea Roor that is full 
of decaying life forms 

ooze dwellers those organisms that live 
off the OCU' on the sea floor 

operculum little lid or 'trdpdoor' used by 
such gastropods as sea snails to close 
the opening of its shell 

plankton or planktonic organisms any 
(usually microscopic) animals, plants, 
algae or bacteria that drift in the ocean 

proboscis usuaUy refers to the nose or snout 
in vertebrate animals, or to a long protrud­
ing part on an invertebrate 

rain shadow a dry area on the lee side of 
a mountain range 

runoff excess water from rain flows off 
the land into rivers and, ultimately, 
into the sea 

sedges a family of flowering plants that look 
like grasses or rushes 

sedimenrntion Ihe build-up of silt and sedi­
ment against a barrier 

semi-terrestrial organisms, such as sand crabs, 
that do not live entirely on land 

shoals sandbanks or sand bars 

strandlin .. the high wQter murk on a beach 
where waves deposit flotsam and jetsam 

substrate mud, rocks or sand at the bottom 
of a marine environment 

synaptid referring to tentacles at the end of a 
sea curumber which it cannot retract into 
the body cavity 

terrestrial living on land, rather than 
in the sea 

thalli vegetative tissue of some organisms such 
as algae, fungus and lichens-for example, 
seaWCf:d may look as if it has branches or 
stems and leaves but marine biologiSlll class 
the whole organism as a thallus 

turf rugae algae that grow in turf-like structures 

vertebrate animal species that have a backbone 
or spinal column 

water column any vertical body of water, from 
the sea floor to the surface 

watershed a mountain range, ridge or peak that 
separates water catchment areas 

zooplankton small floating aquatic animals 

zooxanxtllellae microseopic algae that live 
in the tissues of cora! polyps 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

General information 

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
(GBRMPA), Go to; www.gbrmpa.gov.au 

Queensland Marine Parks, 
Go to: www.derm.qld.gov.au 

Campinq 

For permits and information, 
Co \0; www.derm.qld.guv.au 

For informarion on Torres Strait Islands 
camping, contact The Torres Strait 
Regional Authority, Go to: 
http'.!IWlvlY.tsra.gov.:aul 

F'ishinq 

To report suspected emergency and animal 
diseases, phone the Emergency Animal 
D�ases Watch Hotline on 1800 675888. 

To report suspected exotic plant peSts, phone 
the Exotic Plant Pw Hotline on 1800 084 881. 

To report out-of-plal:<: shark equipment or 
trapped marine animals, phone the Shark 
Hodinc on 1800 806 891. 

'1'0 report illegal fishing activities, phone 
the Fishwatch Hotline on 1800 017116. 

To report your catch of tagged fish, phone 
the Tagged Fish Hotline on 1800 077 001. 
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Cormorant Pass 54 
co...-.Ilimorphariam 103 
crIIbs 113 

decorator 66 
fiddler 36-7 
hermit 113 
sand bubbler 41 



cr..y1ish 113 
crocodile Set esruarinc crocodile 
crown-of-thorns sea nar 17,76, n, 119,229 
CSIRQ (Commonwealth Sci entifi c and Industrial 

Research Organisation) 214 
ctenophores 101 
cuttlefish 116,117,138 
cyanobacteria 79,92 
cyclone d evdop ment 82 
Cyclone Ului 82 
Cyclone Yas; 82 
Cymoaoua urrulali1 98 

D 
damselfish 126,127,222 
dartfish 128 
Dauphin M ap 195,198 
Dmdrrmrpthya 110 
diatoms 95 
diving 186 
diving ccrtifiotcs 182 
dolphins 133 

bottle-nosed 133 
dugong 44, 133 
Dutch 195-8 

E 
eastern reef cgn:t 163 
echinoderms 92,118-20 
EultOlJrism Austra1ia ECO Certification 

Progr:un 174 
ecls 

garden 45,62 
moray 62,123 

Erui(lHJOur, HMS 199 
EndeaVO\Jr Reef 199 
estu�rine crocodile 34,38,39,130 
extinction events 137,222 

F 
fairy basslcts,orangc 58 
Favidac 108 
feathermouth 71 
feather stru; 58,119,144-5 
fins, damage from 186 
firefish, purple 143 
fisheries incom e 230 

fish hooks 186 
fishing 184-6 
fish species 34,47,54,92,122,126-9 

w! also individual names 
prorectcd IS4 
rctumingunwanted fish 186 

fish stocks 16 
Flinders, Matthew 16,202 
flounder 12S 
Fly, HMS 202,203 
foss il record 137 
Fraser Island 24,28-9 
friga tebirds 131 
Fungiids lOS 

G 
gamete soup 79 
gastropods 114 
GBRMPA Sle Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority 
Gdkie Gorge (Western Australia) 136 
glaciation events 21,219,222,225 
Gladstone 32-3 
goatfish 62,68-9 
Goat's foot convolvulus 98 
goats, introduction of 20S 
goby 71,128 
G oniop orae 108 
Great Barrier Reef 2 

biodiversity 91 
bioregions 21 
bioregions on mainland 24 
boundaries 217 
erono mic i mp or tance 230 
as an ecosystem 3 
extent 3,5 
habirat diversity 6, 10-3,21 
habirat. on mainland 24 
heritage values 217 
rel at ion to Indo-Pacific roraJ reefs 3 
thrc<: regions 5 

Great Barrier RecfCommi!!ee 20S 
Great Barrier lke fMarine Park 5,16,217 
Grcat BaITier Reef Marine Park Authority 

formation 5.217 
role 15-{. 

wningplans 16,173,217 
Great Barrier Reef World Her it� Area 5.217 

APPEND X 

Grttn Island 210-3 
grouper, ��nsland 1%-7 
guano m iners 85,206 
gulls 163,179 

H 
ha bitats 

corn reef 52-3 
diversity 6,10-3,21 
extinction 137 
floating 164 
mainland 24 

Ha/imtd" bioherms 45,53,95 
Half/phil" s/,inulrua 98 
Hayman Island 26 
Henderson Amll 91 
Heron Isbnd 11,51,99,153,209 

channel 225,226-7 
Research Station 20S 

Hook Island 213 
hum an impact 

(onservationists 16,213-{.,230 
effect on w:l!er quality 24 
European exploration 15, 195-9 
industri es in Torres Strait 206 
o il exploration 214 
research sta tions 214 
murism 208-13 
traditio nal OwnCn 13-5,34,50, 194-5,217 
!rawling flee! 16 

l'lurley, Frank 209 
hydro ids 79 

I nt�rnme nral Panel on Climate Chang\' 
(lPCC) 224 

International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) RCgister 217 

inter-rttfal >nlers 47 
Inwslig"/fIT', HMS 202 
irukandji 103 
is lands 

continental, rocky or mainland 50 
coral rubble oJ'S 50 

coral sand cays 50 
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J 
Ja,"C t.:. Cr;mdc 195-8 
jellyfish, box 88-9,103 
jimble 103 
Juhs,)oscph Bccre 202,2{)3 

K 
kmt l:mdscapcs 13 
K�nt Island lighthouse 206 
King, Phillip Parhr 202,203 
krill 225 
K-T extinction 137 

L 
Lady Ellioll Island 6,206 
U\ke McKenzie 28-9 
life 'NI1I,o :lnimals; pbnn 

in back reef slope 144 
interstitial 41 
in OC�an depths 156 
in reef top 148-55 
sea-floor communities 45,139-43 
in seaward reef tOP ISS 

�ghthouses 15,206 
limpets 114 
lionfish 67,72,124 
Lizard Isl:md N�tionaJ P�fk 158-9,214--5 

Research Station 216 
Lord Howe Island 5 
Low hIes 

lighthouse 206 
year-Iollg study 208 

M 
macroolgae Set algae 
M�ka:mrs oft.-hla)'" 15 
mangroves 34,53,96 

grey 96 
slilt-rool 35,96 

manta �ys 62,74--5,123 _ a/so stingrays 
marlin 48 
Maxwell, W.C.H. 5,6 
]\"leduS"ae 79 
Mmlll1id, Hj\'lS 202,203 
Milltptml 109 
mining income 230 
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molluscs 114--7,225 
Mossman Corge 25 
Mossman Rh"Cf 15 
Mount Ban:1c Frere 139 
mudflats 34 
mudskipper 34 
Mussiwc 108 
mUlIon-birds 131,153,162 

N 
ni�n-fixing 92 
NO(fi/u(1J stir/til/am 95 
nudib�nch 71,114,115 

o 
ocean acidific:uion 225 
ocean level changes 225 
oc:ean �ming IN under w.l1er temperatures 
oclopi 66,72. 116, 142 
octopus bush 99 

p 
Papua New CuinCOl 217 
parrodish 59,72,91,128 

burnphead 53,59,61 
pearl fish 70 
pearl-shell diving 206-7 
pcnnits for di,�ng 182 
p ied oystercalCher 162 
pilolfish 74-5 
pipefish 124 
Pisonia forest 51,100,153,160 
plankton 

phytoplankton 139 
species 93, 101 
"Z ooplankton 72,139 

plankton bloom 47 
plankton pluckers 124,144-5 
plants 50, 92 s« also life; mangrovcs 

beach stralldline 98-9 
flo""Cring 96 
horsetail she-oaks 99 
PiSOr/;" forest 51,100,153,160 

planube larvae 7S 
plastic b:lgs 165,179 
Pocilloporidae 107 
1'W){hatlN 111 

I>ompc:y Complex 13 
pontoons 178 
Poritidac 107 
Portuguese mariners 15,195,196-7 
p oNto rods 124 
prawns 71,76.113 

down 76 
emperor shrimp 71,142 
mantis shrimp 62,63,152 

pumice rafts 164 

Q 
Q!lttnsland M�rine P..uks 173 
Quccnsland Nichl Refinery 218 
Quttnsland PlatCOlu 139,223 
Q!u:cnslandTrench 54--5,139 

R 
Raine Island 

beacon 15,203 
guano mining 206 
wildlife sanctuary 203,204-5 

1'1I.ys su manlll rays; stingrays 
red-tailed trop ic birds 132, 163 
n.cfs lU I1lso corn =fs 

dissc<:ted and deltaic 13 
fringing 10,50,222,223 
in tcr-n.cf al ...... ters 47 
platform 10 
ribbon 10,54 
shdf-edge 3-4 

rccf walking lBO-I 
reptiles 130 
restricted activities 179 
restricted amlS 173 
Russcllisland lighthouse 206 

s 
salps 101 
saltwater crocodile 

lU estuarine crocodile 
sand flats 41 
SarrophylDr/ 110 
scallops 139 
scorpionfish 124 
sea anemone su: anemone 
seabirds 85,131-2 



sea cow 44.133 
sea cucumber 59,70,71,77.80.120 
sea fan, ordnge 15 
sea gooseberry 103 
seagl1lSSCS 41,53,98 
seah:ms 114 
seahorscs 66,124,143 
sea jelly 79,103 
sea perch, biger" 68-9 
seashells 114-7 

ch:oin-of-mail shdl 114 
cone shell 225 
nautilusshell 156 

sea snails 114 
sea snakes 72,73,130,168-9 

olive 73,168-9 
sea spukles 95 
Sl!3 squirt 101.121 

colonial 121 
solitary 121 

sea stars 92,] 19 
basket Star 76 
brittle st.u 77,120 
crown-of-thorns ]7, 76,77,] 19,229 
feather star 58,119, ]44-5 
horned 45 

sea turtles 85, ]30. ]65-7 
green 40,84,86-7, 165, 166-7,204-5 

sea urchins 118, 119, 152 
sea walnut 101.103 
sea whips 103 
sharks 72.158-9 

black-tip reef 122.159 
epaulette 158-9 
silver-tip ]22 
whale 123,140-1 
white-tip reef 72,91,122 

shippingroutCll 16,199,202 
shipwrecks 15 
shipwreck di\'CIl 46 
shrimp 71.76,113 

down 76 
emperor 7],142 
mantis 62,63,152 

silver gulls 163,179 
snorkelling 182,186 
sole 66 
Southeastern Qyeensland 24 
Sp=ish dancer 71 

Spanish mariners 198 
spawning 77, 79 
spearfishing 186 
spearguns 186 
sponges 92, 102 

cup 102 
encrusting 102 

squid 116 
humboldt 156--7 

jumbo 156-7 
squirrdfish 124 
stinging ferns 79 
stingrays 72, 139-42 sa ,,/so manta rays 

cow-tailed rays 123 
stomatopods 1 13 
stonefish 66,124 
Stylas," 109 
su�onfish 72,128,154 
swut!ips 126 
synaptiru 120 sa 0/'" sea cucumber 

T 
terns 

black noddy 100,163,188-9 
crested 132,162 
noddr 132 

thallus 95 
Torresian imperial pigeons 85 
TorresStr:Ut 5,21.198.202,206 
Torres smUt Islanders 15,34,50,194-5.217 
tourism 16 
tourism industry 230 
tourist CIlSl!ntiais 179 
tourist resorts 50,174-5 
trevally 124,143 

blue-fin 124 
golden 74-5 

Trkhodmnium blooms 79,94 
Tlibostm, 109 
tuna 128 
tunicatt6 121 

w 
",:lIer 

for drinking 179 
human impact on quality 24 
intcr-m:fal ...... tcrs 47 

APPENDIX 

rainwater 153 
seawater p ollution 31-3 
seawater qualify 222 

w:lter temperatures 82-5.219 
ocean warming 86,224 

wan:rways 30-3 
wcather changes 228 

wedge-t:liIcd shcarwaters 131,153,162 
Wet Tropics 24 
whales 133 

humpback 133 
mink" 49, 133 

whale shark 123,140-1 
Whitsunday Island 20,30-1,42-5 
Windjana Gorge_ Western Australia 12-3 
worms 77,111 

Chrinma'-trce 62,64, 111 
fan 134-5 
(cather duner tubeworm 134-5 
Aatworms 111 
peanut 142 
ribbon 111 

wrasse 71 
blue-streak 62 
cleaner 62.127 
humphead 61 
Maori 61 

Wreck Bay 123 
Wright,Judith 216 

y 
Yanga/a,SS 14,46,148 
Yong.:, Sir Mauri<:e 208 

Z 
zooanthids 103,106 
woxanthdlae 56-7,59,72,85, 

94,222--4 
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