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Preface

Every language has a way of expressing possessive relationships. The marking and the
conceptualization of these vary across languages and cultures. This volume aims at
investigating the varied facets of possession and associated notions.

The volume starts with a typological introduction outlining the marking, and the
meaning, of possession within a noun phrase, a clause, and a sentence, focusing on
correlations between possessive structures, and cultural and social aspects of its
conceptualization by speakers. It is followed by revised versions of thirteen of the
fifteen presentations from the International Workshop ‘Possession and Ownership’,
held at the Language and Culture Research Group, the Cairns Institute, James Cook
University, 27 September—2 October 2010. An earlier version of Chapter 1 had been
circulated to the contributors, with a list of points to be addressed, so as to ensure that
their detailed studies of individual languages were cast in terms of a common set of
typological parameters.

The week of the Workshop was an intellectually stimulating and exciting time, full
of discussions and cross-fertilization of ideas. The authors have all undertaken
intensive fieldwork, in addition to having experience of working on linguistic typol-
ogy, historical comparative issues, and problems of areal diffusion. The analysis is
cast in terms of basic linguistic theory—the cumulative typological functional frame-
work in terms of which almost all descriptive grammars are cast—and avoids
formalisms (which provide reinterpre(t_ations rather than explanations, and come
and go with such frequency that any statement made in terms of them is likely to
soon become inaccessible).

It is our hope that this volume will provide a consolidated conceptual and analytic
framework covering the major parameters of variation in the expression of posses-
sion across the world, and how it correlates with cultural parameters.

We are grateful to all the participants in the Workshop who took part in the
discussion and provided feedback on presentations at various stages—Ton Otto,
Chia-jung Pan, Dineke Schokkin, Borut Telban, Daniela Vavrova, and Sihong
Zhang, We owe a special debt of gratitude to Brigitta Flick and Elena Rhind, for
helping us organize the Workshop in a most efficient manner. Brigitta Flick’s
editorial assistance was, as always, invaluable.

The Workshop was made possible through a grant from the International
Science Linkages—Humanities and Creative Arts Programme (ISL-HCA), awarded
to Aikhenvald by the Australian Academy of the Humanities. We also gratefully



X Preface

acknowledge financial assistance from the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences and
from the Cairns Institute at James Cook University.

As with previous volumes emanating from our International Workshops (also
published in the series Explorations in Linguistic Typology), we owe a considerable
debt to John Davey, our editor at Oxford University Press. His indomitable support
makes volume editors, and their book, feel wanted.
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