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PREFACE: AUSTRALIAN ARCHAEOLOGY ’95

Sean Ulm, Ian Lilley and Anne Ross

All of the papers in this volume are based on papers,
session overviews and posters presented at the 1995
Australian  Archaeological Association (AAA)
Annual Conference. The Conference was held at the
Gatton College campus of the University of
Queensland (a former agricultural college located
approximately 150km west of Brisbane in
Queensland, Australia) from 6-9 December, 1995.

The Conference was hosted by the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies Unit at the University
of Queensland in collaboration with the Department
of Anthropology and Sociology and the University of
Queensland Archaeological Services Unit (UQASU).
It was one of the longest AAA conferences ever —
enduring over a tiring four days. It was also one of
the largest conferences on record with over 220
registered participants. In total, over 85 formal
presentations were made at the Conference, including
49 papers of which 27 appear in this volume. Many
of the papers which do not appear in this volume will
appear elsewhere.

Conference sessions covered a variety of topics
including ‘Queensland: Cinderella State No More’
(convened by Ian Lilley and Jay Hall), ‘Change in
Australian Prehistory: Scafe, Trends and Frameworks
of Interpretation’ (Bryce Barker, Harry Lourandos
and Bruno David), ‘Back to the Drawing Board: New
Perspectives on 35,000 Years of Prehistory in Island
Melanesia’ (Anita Smith and Christina Pavlides),
‘New Directions in Cultural Heritage Management’
(Anne Ross and Josephine McDonald), ‘Pacific
Archaeology’ (John Craib and Terry Bonhomme),
‘Recent Research in Australia’ (Claire Smith) and
‘Use of Stone Artefacts in Australian Prehistory
(Richard Fullagar).

The Annual General Meeting of the AAA was
dominated by discussions centred on the dispute
between the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land Council and
some archaeologists from La Trobe University over
the repatriation of archaeological materials excavated
as part of the Southern Forests Archaeological
Project. The Conference was preceded by intense
media coverage of the case and a special panel
discussion on the ‘Repatriation of Non-Skeletal

Tempus 6:ix-xi
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Remains’ was held at the Conference. Discussion
papers from the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land Council,
Angela McGowan (Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife
Service) and Professor Tim Murray (School of
Archaeology, La Trobe University) were circulated
prior to the session and appear in the final section of
this volume. We believe that these papers signal the
emergence of a new era of archaeological practice in
Australia where increasing negotiation between
heritage owners, researchers and regulatory
authorities will be required to ensure that indigenous
cultural property rights are preserved.

Sharon Sullivan’s introductory paper picks up on
this theme. Sullivan’s paper was originally delivered
as a special guest presentation after the Conference
Dinner. She outlined the history of change in cultural
heritage management over some 25 years, and
showed how many of these changes have impinged
on the practice of Australian archaeology generally.
In particular, she emphasised that questions of
ownership of the resource now dominate much of the
research and environmental impact assessment
studies which are undertaken in this country:

Our view of the past is linear and time bound. In
Aboriginal society, another view of the past
prevails. Traditionally the ancient past lives in the
present ... Archaeological primacy is about the
Aboriginal past — but for Aborigines the past is part
of a story-making process which hasn’t stopped
(Sullivan this volume).

As well as the papers relating to the repatriation
debate, several other papers in this volume deal with
the changes which are occurring in the practice of
Australian archaeology.

These Proceedings depart in several major ways
from its predecessors. First, all of the papers in this
volume were presented in some form at the
Conference; no other contributions are included.
Second, the full range of issues covered at the
Conference are represented in the volume rather than
it being restricted to a single session topic or theme.
Third, all papers were refereed (except for session

© 1996 Anthropology Museum
The University of Queensland
ISBN 909611 46 7



Preface: Australian Archaeology "95

overviews and the final section on, ‘Repatriation
Issues in Australian Archaeology’). Finally, with the
exception of Davidson er al. (1995), we believe that
this is the first time that presenters in the Poster
Session have been invited to contribute to the general
AAA Conference Proceedings.

Some authors have chosen to submit essentially
what was presented at the Conference while others
have substantially rewritten contributions in light of
comment and discussion at the Conference and at the
suggestion of referees and the editors. Papers by
Robertson, Goodall et al., and Rosenfeld and
Mumford were originally presented as posters.

The work of the 44 contributors represented in
this volume provides an up-to-date overview of the
diverse interests of contemporary Australian
archaeologists and Australian Archaeology ’95.
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