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CHAPTER NINE

"FOR SCHOLARS ... AS A MEMORIAL" :

TWO FURTHER CONCEPTS OF ,THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

The grea t majority of schoo l libr arie s s t udied came wi t hi n the

ambi t of one or mor e of the categories examined in Chapters . Six, Seven,

and Eight. There exist in addition t wo further ,ca t egor i e s : the

s choo l library a S 'a s cholar s ' library; and the school library as a

memorial. While each of these contai ns a r elatively smBI I number of

e xamp l e s , each ha s exis ted long enough , and is r epre sent ed by enough

s i gnificant libraries, to merit discussion.

1. THE SCHOOL LI BRARY AS A SCHOLARS' LIBRARY

Libraries of scholar ly works h~ve existed in some school s in

Br i tain from at l east the fourteenth century. Established to provide

a basi s ' for the intellectual life' of a s chool or college, such

libraries were not interided to serve the needs of the whole school

population, but t o be the mainstay of scholarl y ac t i v i ty wi t h i n the

scho ol , or in the col l ege of which t he school was part. Unlike

cur r iculum-or iented s choo l libraries, or s chool librarie s de signed to

pr ov i de f or the recreatio~al 'reading ne eds of t he pupils, these

libraries were u sually r estricted to a ver y sma l l group of users.

Many of them, including s ome of the ea r l iest , are s t i l l in use, a s at

Eton and Winchester, though other libraries for general use have long

e x i s ted in thos e schools '. While never very numerous, s cholarly

libraries stood out a s a distinct group in the ev i dence collected by
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the Clarendon Commissioners! investigating public schools and

colleges in 1864, and the Schools Inquiry (Taunton) Commissioners2

investigating endowed grammar schools in 1868.

Among the earliest scholars' libraries associated with schools

were the college libraries of the late fourteenth and fifteenth

centuries, open, as at Eton3 and Winchester,4 to the fellows of the

college, and sometimes to senior masters of the school as well,

though a ssistant teachers were usually excluded. 5 In some early

grammar schools, libraries served the governors or trustees, as at

King Edward's School at Birmingham, where a library was available to

the Governors in the seventeenth century and housed in their meeting

room. 6 . In other schools, 7 including Sunday schools in the nineteenth

1. England. Department of State. Public Schools Commission,
Public Schools and Colleges: Report • •. , (London, 1864).

2. England. Schools Inquiry Commission, Report of the
Commissioners, (London, 1868).

3. Si r Robert Birley, "The History of Eton College Library", T1).e
Library, · fifth se r i e s , 11(1956), p.231.

4. The Warden and Fellows' Library, meant for the use of resident
Fellows and Chaplains. Paul Yeats-Edwards, "Portrait of a
College Library: A Brief History of Warden and Fellows' Library
of Winchester College", Antiquarian Book Monthly Review,
3(1976), p.l72.

5. Sir John Taylor coleridge complained to the Public Schools
Commissioners that at Eton the assistant masters could not use
the College Library, and the Rev . Charles Kegan Paul, a former
assistant master, indicated that even after 11 5 0 me years' applic­
ation", he could use this library only by borrowing the keys of
a Fellow. England. Department of State. Public Schools
Commission, Public Schools and Colleges, Vol .3 , p.197 and Vol.3,
p.205.

6. T.W . Hutton, King Edward's School Birmingham, 1552-1952,
(Oxford, 1952), p .42.

7. Lillian lone MacDowell, "A Public School Library System",
Educational Review, 34(1907), p .374.
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century,! libraries existed for the benefit of the teachers. These

usually included pedagogical, philosophical, or rel igious works, and

reference works for the advanced study of curriculum-related subjects.

Other libraries existed for the use of a particular group of p~pils

within the school: for the prefects;2 or for foundation scholars;3

or for those in the most senior class.4

Such 'specialised school libraries, catering to a limited

clientele, have continued to exist into the twentieth century, since

they s t i l l served a need in some s chools and colleges for a s chol a r l y

library. The headmasters of Eton, Winchester, Rugby, and other

famous schools in England, have commonly been chosen from among

distinguished scho l a r s , who often moved there from a post at Oxford

or Cambridge. Fellows, and s ome t i mes sen i o r masters, were chosen

1. See Chapter Three , pp.159-l60 . Examples of such libraries are
the teachers' libraries at Por t mahon Baptist Sunday School in
York shire and at Attl eborough Baptist Sunday School in Warwick­
shire . See Portmahon Baptist Sunday School Library, Teacher's
Catalogue, (Sheffield, n.d.); Warwickshire County Record
Office, Attleborough Baptist Sunday School Library Record,
"Teacher Books", MS, CR992/l2.

2 . At Winchester a library was available for the use of prefects
and commoner prefects in the nineteenth century. England .
Department of State. Public Schools Commission, Public s chools
and College s, Vol . 2, p.187 . At Merchant Taylors, the Monitors
and Pr ompt e r s (or the two higher divisions of the Head Form) had
libraries too, ibid., Vol .2, p .267, as did the Monitors (the
fifteen upper boys in the school) at Harrow, ibid., Vol.2, p.
279.

3. As in the Lower School of Dulwich College. England . Schools
Inquiry Commission, Repor t , Vol.10, pp.170-l7l.

4. At St. Paul's School in 1864 the six senior boys used the
library during school time; out of school hours the eighth
class had access to it . England. Department of State. Public
Schools Commission, Public School s and Colleges, Vol.2, p.24l.
At Shrewsbury the upper forms had access to a library in the
head room, ibid., Vol.2 , p.326. The library at Bury St . Edmunds
Grammar School in 1868 was available only to the s i xt h form .
England. Schools InqUiry Commission, Report, Vol.13, pp.258­
259 .
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f rom men of the s ame type. For these scholars , a "learned" library

would have been e s sent i a l . Public sc hool s , and some of the better-

known grarr~ar schools , would -always have had a small number o f boys

preparing specifically for university study, encouraged by spec ial

links _between many of these schools 'and particular university

_col l ege s ; in the case of j oint foundat ions like Winchester and New

College , OXford, and Eton and King 's Col lege , Cambr idge, t hese l i nk s

were particularly s t r ong . The library needs of these pup i l s woul d

have bee n qu ite distinct from those of the great mas s of the pupils

in these schools . I n addition," spec i a l teachers ' l i br a r i e s within

s chools, or provided by a n outs ide authority for the s t a f f o f

seve r a l schools i n an a r ea , have f i l led a need , particularly i n the

nineteent h a nd t we ntieth centuries , for opportunities fo r professio n-

a l development fo r teachers .

Eton College Librar y, founded probably i n t he l 840s 1 as a

library serving the s i x Fe l lows of the Coll ege , the Provost , and

possibly t he Chaplains , 2 occupied various rooms in the Col lege until

1 . Sir Robert Birley, The Hi s t or y of Eton College Library, (Et on,
1970) , p.3 , a nd Bi r ley , "The Hi s t or y of Eton College Library" ,
p .23l . The l att er article was written from a l ecture to the
Bibliographica l Society , g i ven in Election Hal l , Et on College ,
in 1954 , and was subsequent l y expanded i nto the book' published
in 1970. Sub sequent r esearch undertaken in p r epar i ng the
pre sent catalogue of the library has made some details in
Birley's book inaccurate now (Letter from Patrick Strong ,
College Archivist , Eton 'College , 23 April i 978 ) , but basically
t h i s material , by a Fellow of the College with a l ong
acquaintance with the Library collections, i s sound .

2. Birley f ound evi de nce of a Head Master using the Library in a
s lip of paper arr~ng the College r ecor d s, on which i t is written
"J acknowl edge yt I ha ve borrowed o f Mr . Hales Cataneus upon '
Plinies epistles, being a book belonging t o the college l ibr ary.
Nicolas Graye . " Birley i de nt ifie s Gray as the Head Mas t er f r om
1642 t o 1648, and Hales as a Fellow . Bir ley also sugges t s that
Chapl a i ns ma y have been able t o use the Library t oo. Bi r ley ,
The History of Eton College Librar y, p.7l; note 21/5.
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the eighteenth century, when its present accommodation was

specially built for it. The first library room was built in 1446,

since in that year a payment is r ecorded for "floryshid" glass for

j.t s windows. l In 1465, when the first list of "Bokys in the

liberary" was drawn up, there were only forty-two volumes in the

collection,2 including concordances or commentaries on books of the

Bible, Christian classics, books on law, natural science, grammar,

and copies of Latin classics. A brief outline of the subsequent

history of this College library and its collection will give an idea

of the richness and variety of the resources which such libraries

have accumulated over the centuries for the use of scholars.

Between 1517 and 1521 a new library, later known "a s the

Elect ion Hall, was built to house the growing collection3 of arotmd

five hundred books. 4 At the death of William Horman, a former Head

Master and Fellow, in 1535, the library r eceived a notable collec-

tion of both manuscripts and printed books, which substantially

increas~d its stock and altered its character . The manuscripts are

such as would have been found in a great many medieval scholars'

libraries: wor ks by St. Ambrose, st. Augustine, St. Jerome, and St .

Gregory the Great; commentaries on the Book of Proverbs and the

"I . Ibid., pp.3-4.

2. MS "Inventory of Bokys in the liberary", 7 September 1465.
Printed by M.R. James in Etoniana, Number 28, pp.441-444 . A
facsimile copy of the first section is printed in Birley, The
History of Eton College Library, plate I. Birley notes, in .
regard to the size of this library that in 1452 King's College,
Cambridge , Library had 175 books in its catalogue .

3. Birley, The History of Eton College Library, pp.8-9.

4 . N.R. Ker, in Eton College Quincentenary Exhibition, June 1947,
Section B, The College Manuscripts, p.3, quoted by Birley, The
History of Eton College Library, p .8 . The purchase of forty­
three dozen chains between 1521 and 1524 suggests the total of
about 500 books in the collection.
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Book of Revelation; Aristotle's Ethics; William Lyndwood's work

on English canon law; and two · collections of medical tracts

including works by Hippocrates, Galen, and Philaretus, all recognised

works of the medieval ars medicina. 1 The printed books which he

;left, however, · repr.esent the "new learning II of the Renaissance, with

works like the Rudimenta Hebraica of Reuchlin, the German humanist;

the Rerum Venetarum decades of the contemporary venetian historian

Sabellicus; the works of Silius Italicus, rediscovered by Poggio;

the Institutiones of Quintilian; and the Liber anatomie of the late

fifteenth century Venetian medical writer de Zerbis. 2

The library was moved from the Election Hall in 1550, and

possibly again in 1553,3 but apart from the provision of further

chains and locks for the doors, and the acquisition of a few new

books,~ it seems to have received little attention for almost fifty

years. However in 1596, when Sir Henry Savile, Warden of Merton

College, Oxford, became Provost of Eton, the library moved again, .t o

the north side of School Yard. 5 The College Audit Book for 1596/

1597 records expenditure on dozens of chains, staples, swivels, and

rings for the library, which apparently now had the same arrange-

ments and fittings as the library Savile had known at Merton, with

the books placed upright in shelves rather than flat on reading

1. M.R. James, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the
Library of Eton College, (Cambridge, 1895), numbers· 145, 48,
80, 119, 79, 24, 122, 98, 126, 127.

2. Birley, The History of Eton College Library, p.lO.

3. Ibid., p.12.

4. Birley suggests that only five books can be said with any
certainty to have been acquired by the College between 1548 and
1596. Ibid., p.13.

5. Ibid., p.18.
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desks, as they had been previously. 1 This new arrangement at Eton

meant that many more books could be stored in the room used to house

the library than "had previously been possible. 2 During the twenty-

six years when Savile was Provost, 510 books, some of them in ~ore'

than one volume, were acquired for the library, doubling the size of

its collection; in addition, substantial sums were spent on binding.

The library seems to have "been built up systematically, with regard

to the needs of the Fellows, with works of the early Christian

Fathers and of the classical Latin and Greek authors being purchased

in the first two years; then attention being given to the acquisi-

tion of works of the theologians of the Reformation; followed by

works of scho l a s t i c theology; then historical works of the more

recent times. At a time when the Colleges at Oxford3 and

Cambridge,4 after a brief spell of book buying in the middle of the

sixteenth century, were relying on donations to build up their

collections, this deliberate creation of an institutional library

to support the scholarly work of a small group of men was "an

astonishing performance" ,5 Some donations were also made during the

period, so that by the "time of Sir Henry Savile's death in 1622 the

1. " Ibid., p.19.

2. N.R. Ker, "Oxford College Libraries in the Sixteenth Century",
The Bodleian Library Record, 6(1959), pp.507-508, gives
information about the library at Merton College.

3. Ibid., p.498.

4. With the exception" of King's College during the time of Provost
George Goad, 1570-1610, who spent money on books and on moving
and fitting up the library there. W.D .J. Cargill Thompson,
"Notes on King's College Library, 1500-1570", Transactions of
the Cambridge Bibliographical Society, 11(1954), pp.50-51; and
J.C.T. Oates, "The Libraries of Cambridge 1570-1700", in Francis
Wormald and C.E. Wright (eds), The English Library Before 1700:
studies in its History, (London, 1958), pp.215-216.

5. Birley, The History of Eton College Library, p.19.
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the College had a ' l i br a r y of more than one thousand volumes.

From the daatih of Provost Savile until 1676, when the l ibrary

was moved again, this time to the South Gallery of the Cloisters,l

there are only occasional references to it in the College Audit

Books. These chiefly r elate to some book purchases, the acquisi-

tion of new presses, and repairs carried out. The library was,

however, enlarged by three substantial donations whi ch also added to

the subjects represented in the collection: the Italian manuscripts,

including one from the tenth century, of former Provost Sir Henry

Wotton in 1639 ;2 the scientific collection of former Head Master

and Fellow 'J ohn Harrison in 1642;3 and a large collection of more

than two hundred broadsheets and 555 pamphlets, including wor ks from

the e ar l y London Royalist ' underground press between 1636 and 1643. 4

Henry Godolphin, who became Provost in 1695, encouraged the

further development of this library, in much the same way as Savile

had done very early in the s eventeenth century. Money was made

available for the purchase of books, many of the manuscripts were

1. This building was demolished when the present library was built.

2. Birley ; The History of Eton College Library, pp.26-27. The
range of manuscripts in this collection was wide, with some very
beautiful Renaissance manuscripts being included. One of these
was a fifteenth century copy of the Geograph y of Claudius
Ptolemy, at the ,beginning of which was a miniature of Ptolemy,
holding in one hand ,a circular planisphere, kneeling before a
turbaned king, for Ptolemy, it was realised, was an Egyptian.
Sir Robert Birley, Eton College Library: One Hundred Books
Selected and Annotated, (Eton, 1969).

3. This collection of about 120 works included Copernicus' De
revolutionibus orbicw (1543), William Gilbert's De magnete
(1600), Tycho Brahe' s Works (1610), Kepler's Dioptrice and
Mathematica Strena (1611), and J ohn Napier's Mirifici l ogarith­
morurn canonis descriptio (1614). The collec tion also included
some scientific instruments.

4. Birley, The History of Eton College Library, p :30.
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rebound, and in 1719 the~hains were removed from the books, giving

freer access to them. In 1725 ·Thomas Rowland, the Clerk of

Works of nearby Windsor Castle, was commissioned to build a new

.library, with the Provost Godolphin providing )200 towards the total

cost of i3200, and giving in his will some 150 books and a further

i200 for the purchase of new books . 1 At a time when the collection

could not have contained more than 2500 volumes, this new library,

consisting of three rooms with galleries and providing space for

more than 20,000 books, was ttremarkablell.2 However, possibly

because of its splendid new accommodation, the library soon received

some important bequests which greatly increased its size . In 1731

the collection of Edward Waddington, comprising over 2500 volumes,

chiefly of seventeenth and early eighteenth century theology, doubled

the size of the library collection. Since Waddington's collection

included more than 4000 sermons, tracts, and pamphlets, especially

works of religious controversy, it greatly augmented the already

substantial holdings of the library in theology3 and current

religious and political history. Godolphin's own bequest, which

came to the library in.1733, consisted mostly of the classics and

theological works. In addition, the books bought with his A200

legacy, probably reflecting the interests of the Fellows of the

time, included works of classical literature and antiquities,

architecture, and natural history.4 In 1736 the College received

another substantial bequest, the library of Richard Topham, Keeper

1. Ibid., p.33.

2. Ibid., p .34.

3. Ibid., pp.34-35.

4. Including the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society
from 1665 to 1713. Ibid., p.36.
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Eton Co l l ege Libra ry : a n 1816 v i e w o f the s e r ooms , wh i c h were bu i lt
under Pr o vo s t He nr y Godolphin in t h e 1 720 5 . (F r o m: Rudo lph
Ac ke rma n , Hi s t ory of t h e Colleges of \\'incheste r , Eton , and ~\le st­

minste r , (London , 1816 ) . )
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of the Records i n the Tower, who had been at Eton from a bout 1685 to

1689. It "contained just under 1500 books, along ' wi t h a supe r b

collection of drawings of Roman ;'nti qui t ies .. . 1 This g i ft augmen t ed

t he library collection in new areas , s i nce it i nc l uded , apar t from .

classical texts, books on 'c l a s s i c a l a nt i qui t i e s and numisma t i c s , and

a collecti on of s eventeenth a nd e ighteent h cent ury gu idebooks to

t owns in France and Italy . ,

Not only did the Topham collection prov i de the library with

books o f a sort it had not had before , but it also l ed to the alter-

ation of the l i br a r y i n other wa ys . For while Topham ga ve to t he

Provost and Fe l lm<s a l l his "books , prints and drawings , • • . to be

de livered • . . t o the s a i d Provost and Fellows as soon a s they shal l have

finished a nd fitted up a s a fe a nd conven i e nt repository in their new

library for r ece i v i ng and keeping them . .. .. , he also s t ipulated that

!tal l learned persons at conv enient sea s o ns may have r e c ourse t o and

r easonable use of the s ad.d books , prints, and drawings . .... . 2 When

the books came to Eton they were housed in the lower , part of the

middle room of ,t he l ibrary, the Pr ovost and Fellows having accepted

Topham's requirements for a cce s s to the books, s i nc e they a greed to

"appoint one , or more pr ope r person o r persons who sha l l r e side and

attend i n t he said College for t he taking care of the said books,

prints and drawings and for the $hewi ng t hereof to a l l l earned and

skil lful persons who sha l l desire t o see the same .. . 3 In ,1741 the

1. ' Ibid . , p . 37 .

2. Will o f Richard Topham , printed i n Etoniana, NtrnWer ' 63, p .202;
Birley , The History of Eton College Library , p .39. '

3. The I ndent ure , dated 27 Dec ember 1736 , i s i n the Co l lege Muniment
Room. See also Birley , The Hi story of Eton Col lege Library ,
p .39.
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Conduct Master was appOinted to open the library to visitors "at

hour s proper a nd convenient". and:it seems probable that a t l east

until the middle ·of the eigh teent h century t he l ibra r y could be used

by other s cholars . l

o t her substantial· bequests were received i n the eighteenth

cent ury . One of t he se was t he library of Dr. John Reynolds , which

came to the Col lege i n 1751; while it i ncluded works on theology,

liter a t ur e , a nd sci e nce , the bulk of the col lection o f almost 1500

beoks wa s an accumu l at ion o f c l a s sical texts , including thirty-five

incunabula and hundreds o f s i xteent h and s eventeent h century school

t extbooks. 2 Three years later the College received the l i br a r y of

Nicho l a s Mann, a King' s Scholar at Eton and for some years an

ass i s t a nt master. The 1 200 books in this col l ection included

historical and scientific works. 3 In 1790 the Pote Col lec t i on of

Or ient a l Manuscripts was divided between Et on and King' s College,

Cambr idge , and in 1773 ~he collection of William Hetherington added

t o the library about 450 bOoks , mainly English classics~ In 1799

the College r ece i ved its most i mportant donation, the libr ary of

Anthony Mor r is storer, who had been a t Eton from 1760 to 1764, and

who subsequentl y became known as an a t hl e te , pol i t i c ian , diplomat ,

a nd writer. He bequeathed nearly 2800 books , including i ncunabula

printed by Caxton, J enson, and Aldus ~~nutius . The books i ncluded

a compr ehensi ve col lec t ion of the Gre ek and Roman classics, Italian

l iterature , early Engl ish plays, and the writings of Horace Wa l pol e

l. Ibid . , pp.39-40.

2 . Ibid . , pp.4l-42.

3 . Ibid . r pp .44-45 .

4. Ibid . , p . 46.
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and his circle.!

While t he acquisition .o f this coll e c t i on marked t he end of the

libr a r y' s "gre a t days of expansion " ,2 t here were some further gifts

dur ing the nineteenth ce ntury, one o f t he most important o f which was

a copy of the Gutenbur g Bible . When Franc i s St . John Thac ke r ay

descr i bed t he Col l e ge Libr ary in 1881 3 i t had a col lection of a r ound

23 ,000 books , t he most impbr tant s ect i ons of which were· t he manu-

scripts; the Bibles , theological wor ks , and tracts ; t he Caxtons ;

the early print ed and other edi t ions of t he c l ass ics ; the r a r e books

i n the field of his t or y, po l i t ical t r a cts, and travels; and the

early English and foreign publications . 4 The libr ary, sti l l ho used

in its e igh teenth cent ury rooms, ha s r eceived some smaller gifts in

the twentieth century, bu t Thacke r ay' s description sti l l r emains

essenti a l l y t r ue of the col lecti on . And while i t r emai ns basi cal l y

a s cho l a rs ' library f or the Provost and Fe l lows , it has been opened

to ot her scholars and tQ membe r s o f the schoolS by a succession of

twentieth century l ibraria ns .

As well a s t his schol ars ' library in Eton College, a general

libr ary wa s est abl ished i n the school under Head Mast e r J ohn

1. Ibid., p . 49 .

2 . I bid., p.55.

3 . Thackeray wrote some articles on t he hi s t or y o f the College
Library a nd i t s co l lect ion for Notes and Queries ; t hese
article s were subsequent ly collected a nd published i n a book ,
Eton Col lege Library , i n 1881 . He was a n as sistant master a t
Eton f rom 1858 t o 1883 , though, as Birle y (The History of Eton
Col lege Library, p .57 ) not e s, "not a Fellow".

4. Rev . Francis St . J ohn Thackeray, Et on College Library, (Eton,
1881), p.ll.

5. Letter from patrick .Strong, College Archivist, Eton College,
dated 23 Apr i l 1978.
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Newborough in the early years of the eighteenth century; i n 1710

it was described a s having 'f i f t y bo oks . l This library appa r ent l y

f ell i nt o disuse when a new Head Master was appointed in 1711 ; i t

was not until 1821 t hat a new Boys ' Library was begun , under the

leadership of t he po e t Wint hr op Mackwor th Praed whil e he was a pupil

at the school . This has r emained a separate and substantial library,

unrel a ted t o the College Libr ary ,2 and hous ed today i n a building

opened in 1911. 3

At Winchest er Col lege a libra r y s imi l a r t o the Fe llows '

Library at Eton, the War den and Fe l l ows ' Library , has exi s t ed since

the foundation of the Col lege in 1382 . This library wa s intended

for the us e of t he r e s i dent Fellows ,4 ten i n ' numbe r , and the Chap -

l ains, ' though in t he twent iet h cent ur y , as a t Eton, the col l ection

has been more widely used. S Again like the l ibrary at Eton Col l ege ,

the Warden and Fellows' Library a t Winchester had i n ea r l i e r

centuries been a chained library , furnis hed in the seventeent h

century on the s t a l l system, 6 and housed then in t he ground f l oor

1 . See Birley, The Hi s t ory 'of Et on Coll ege Li br a ry , p .32, and p . 75 ,
and , not e 32/4 .

2 . See Et on School Libr ary , Eton School Library: A Short Survey ,
(Et on, ' [1 943]); and Et on College , Cat a l ogue of the Books Form­
i ng t he Boys ' Libr ary, Eton College , Easter 1888 , wi t h t he
Library Rules , (London , 1888).

3. Letter from Patrick Strong, College Archivist, Eton Col lege,
dated 23 April 1978:

4. ' Yeats- Edwards, "Portraits of a College Library" , p .172 .

5. Walter Oake shott , "Wi nc he s t e r College Library Before 1700", The
Library ,fifth series , 9(1954) , p .l. Also as a t Eton, a library
for the use of the boys wa s establ i shed ear l y in t he nineteenth
century (c .1833), known as the Mober l y Library, a nd hous ing'
today approximately 40 ,000 volumes . See J.M .G . Blakiston ,
"Forgot t en Li br a r i e s", The Wykehamist , Number 1263, 22 Febr uar y
1978, p. 143 ; Oakeshott , "Wi nche s t er College Libr a r y Be fo r e
1700", p i L,

6 . Oakeshott , "Winchester College Library Before 17 00", p .3.
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A section of the Warde n and Fe llows ' Library, winchester College .
(Pho tograph taken i n 1980 by the author .)
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r oom of Fromond ' s Chant r y . l The book s wer e uncha i ned about t wenty

years a fter t hose at Et on College , probably in about 1739, 2 and wal l

she l v i ng was subsequent ly provide d fo r them. The library, cons ist i ng

of some 30,0 00 books , has a collec t i on of medieval manuscripts , 3

incl uding a 1450 .Book of Hour s , a .Wyclif Bible , t he wor ks of Roge r

Bacon, and a life of Thomas Becket by Wi l l iam of Canterbury; several

incunabula a nd ea r l y printed books, including works f r om the presses

of Wynkyn de Warde , Aldus Manutius , Chr istopher Plant i n, Johannes

Froeben, and J ohn Baskervi l le ; many Reformation e r a books , i ncl ud i ng

the wor ks of Sir Thomas More , Calvin, Lut he r , Era smus , J ewell, a nd

Bishop St ephen ~ardiner ; many valuable c lassical t e xt s ; a col l ec-

tion of ea r l y a t l a ses , r oad books, and rare .maps ; sixteenth century

t heo l ogical works enc ompas sing both Roman Cat hol ic and Church of

England r eligious s ympathi es ; a subs t antial co l l ection of Engl ish

literature, part icularly wor ks of Ol d wykehamists ; and science and

mat hematics ·books bought in t he e arly days of the Royal Soc i ety.4

Westminster School , too, had an early librar y , devel oped t o meet

the needs o f schol a rs and un r ela t ed to t he day-to-day work o f the

school , which wa s gi ven by a f ormer headmaster, Dr . Busby . Many of·

t he more tha n 2000 vo lumes came from his own col lection , and most

wer e published before 1700, with some dat i ng f rom t he f ift eenth

centur y and ear l ier . Very fe~ of the works were i n English, the

maj or i ty being in Latin and Greek, with some in Hebr ew, Arabic,

1. Ibid., p. 5 .

2 . Ibi d., p. 3 .

3 . Paul Yeats-Edwards , Winchester Col lege (War den and Fellows'
Libr a r y ) Mediaeval Manuscripts Collec t i on : A Br ie f His t ory and
Catalogue , (London, 1978).

4 . Yeats- Edwards, "Por tra i t o f a College Libr ary" , passim .
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The Busby Library , \'/estminster
School , i n 1 9 80, and i ts founder,
Dr . Busby , a fo rmer headmaster .
(Photographs taken by the author
in 1980 .)

~P--f!.~ . ,:.. .:
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Bengalese, and i n "Red ·I ndi a n " l a nguage s . 1 This collection is still

being added to today, and is in use by scholars, bu~ as at

Winchester and Eton, a se pa rate library collection . was developed in

the school in the nineteent h century which more c los ely reflected

the needs of the boys .2

At King Edward ' s School , Bi rmi ngham, f ounded i n 1552 as a

gramrnarschool , the ear l ie s t library was a l i br a r y for the use of

the Governors of the school , hous ed in the or i gi na l school i n New

St r ee t , Bi r mi ngham . 3 Cr edit f or the ac t ua l e s tablishment o f the

library i s u sua l l y given to Fr a ncis Robe r ts, a Birmingham priest,

and to Thomas Hal l , a s s i stant Master and later Rector o f Ki ngs

Nor ton and Headmaster of Kings Norton School , who gave ma ny books;4

collection a nd purchas e o f wor ks for the library began a s early as

1642 . In t he s eventeenth a nd e ightee nt h centuries the Gover nors

made subs tantial grants towards the upkeep of the library and for

the purchase of new books. I t s eems to have consisted c h i e f l y o f

works in Latin and Greek, though me nt i on i s made i n . the school

records of works a s d i v e r s e a s Knolles' s His tory of t he Turks a nd

"a set of the Clas sics;' . 5 The building of a library room to ho use

1 . westminster School, Westminste r Sc hool Library, (London, .1933 l,
p . 7.

2 . Ibid ., p . lO. This libr ary .was named the Scott Library after a
headmaster who r e tired in 1883 . The collection consi s t ed
chiefly of English books , wi t h around 2000 volume s in 1888 when
the fi rst l ibra r i a n was appointed . The s chool stil l , today, has
a system of s ubjec t and s pecial collections, including the Busby
and Scot t Librar i e s, rat her t han a centralised schoo l library .

3 . This school building was demolished i n 1936 . Hutton , King
Edward's School Bi r mi ngham, 1552-1952, p .42 .

4 . ~. , p. 42 .

5. I bid ., p.43.
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The Library at King Edward's School, Birmingham, from an eight een t h
century water-colour sketch by Samuel Lines.
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the collection was ' authorised in 1655, and in 1656, of the total

school income of .£229 , .i129/2/9 was paid out "f or Buildi ng the

Library , repaynting the Schoole and Schoolemasters' Houses" .l

However it is not kn own where this or i g i na l library was located

within the schoo l . In the building.erected i n the early e i ght eent h

century to house part of the school, the library was a l ong, narrow,

but spacious r oom on t he first f l oor; but while a surviving water -

colour .drawing by Samuel Lines suggests t ha t it was a handsome room,

not a s i ngle bo ok i s shown in it !2 The room was, in fact, l a r ge

enough to serve a s the Engl ish Schoo l , or classroom, for which pur -

po s e it was appropriated , t he books being trans f e r r ed to a r oom on

the ground floor which wa s also sub s equent l y appropriated for a

classroom, and t hen to t he Governors ' Room. 3 A catalogue was made

01. the col lection i n 1737,'1 and in 1772 t he Chief Master 's Ass i s t.arrt;

was given ~lO in add i t i on t o his salary for taking care of the

library; other member s of s taf f seem to have had the task i n later

year s . However the library was apparently given poor treatment by

Masters in the s chool who had access to i t, 5 for when prepar ati on s

were made i n the 1930s .for demolishing the eighteenth century

building; many vo lumes were found to be missin~ mos t beli eved to be

"in the posses s ion of ~lasters or l ent out by them" . 6 When t he

1. Quoted by Hut t on , ibid., P . 43 .

2. Sketch r eprint ed in 'Hut t on , ibid .

3. ' I b i d ., p.44.

4 . By Thomas We arden , Assistant Master , who was pa i d iZ/12/6 f or
his work ,: Other catal ogues date from 1788 , 17 96 , and 1821 ,
being smalL manu script vo lumes . There are mor e recent cata­
l ogues he l d in the Bi rmi ngham Reference Library: one made by
I saac Bradley , City Coroner and a Governor of the school , i n
1926 ; and one made by Geor ge Craig (O. E.) i n 1933.

5 . Hutton, King Edward ' s School Bi rmi ngham, 1 552-~952, p.44 .

6 . Ibid., p .44.
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school moved to i t s new quarters in 1936, what was l eft o f the

Governors ' Li br a r y was donated -to the Birmingham Ref e r e nce Library ,

whe r e the collection has now been dispersed. l T .W. Hutton , describ-

ing the library in his 1952 history of the school , written for t he

~our-hundredth anniversary -of its foundation , i ndicated that such

l i br a r i e s established for the governing body of a grammar school

(even though used later-by masters of the school as well ), were

comparatively rare . 2 Since this was , however, the f irst library to

be e s t abl i shed in Birmingham, predating even the famous Chetham

foundat ion i n Manchester, it could be argued that this was an a ttempt

by the Governors , mainly professional men of the city , to fi ll what

was for them a real need for scholarly reading materials .

A l ibra r y simi lar to t hose at Eton , Wi nchester , and westminster

developed at the Sor¢ -Akademi in Denmark, a school founded in 1586

by the Danish King Frederic II , and housed in the appropriated

buildings of a former Cistercian monastery . I n 1623 an unsuccessful

a ttempt was matle to add an academy to the school for the higher

education of sons of the nobility ; after more than forty years i n

existence , the academy closed in 1665 . Two further attempts to add

an academy to the school to pr ov i de various forms of higher educa -

tion, in 17 47 and in 1822 , also failed . Since the 1840s, Sor¢ Aka-

demi has been a secondary s c hool , 3 at first for boys onl y though now

some girls are enrolled . While t he history of the l i b r a r y is as o ld

_1. Letter from S .M. widgery , Foundation Librarian , Schools of King
Edward VI , Birmingham , dated 8 May 1979.

2 . Hutton , King Edward 's School Birmingham , 1552-1952, p .42.

3. L. Balslev , "The Library of Sore Academy , Denmark" , The School
Li brary Review and Educational Recor d , new series , 5(1951), p.
160.
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A bay o f s helve s i n t h e l i b r ary at Sor¢ Akade mi, Sor¢ , DeQ~ark ,

photographed b y t h e a uthor i n 1 97 9, s howing t he f loor-to - ceiling
s h e l v i ng and part o f the c o l lec tion o f schol a rly wo r ks on
l i t e r a t ure.
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as that of the school, a fire in 1813 destroyed the then consider­

'abl e collection of old books and manuscripts, some of which had

originally belonged to the Cistercian monks. However this scholarly

collection formed the model for the new library, established

shortly after the fire. As long as·the academy existed, the library

had adequate funds for development, but when it was finally closed

in 1849 the regular income was much reduced . Gifts, however, have

brought many early printed books into the library, including six

incunabula. Among the most valuable gifts was that of the Holberg

Collection, containing the works of the Danish satirist and play­

wright Ludvig Holberg (1684-l754), and the library of Johan Bulow

(1751-1828), a squire, courtier , and collector of books and art.

Today the library contains more than 75,000 books on all subjects,

but chiefly fiction, history (with emphasis on Danish history at the

end of the eighteenth century), French fiction, and the Greek and

Latin classics. l While the library is used mainly by pupils and

masters of the school, it is open to, and is used by, scholars from

the university in Copenhage~ and by the general public .

Another type of scholarly library developed in the English

Roman Catholic colleges of the nineteenth century. Here too, as at

Sor¢, the collections were designed to serve not only the school

pupils and masters, but also those engaged in study and research at

the tertiary level. At Stonyhurst College, a Jesuit boarding school

near Preston in north-east Lancashire, the library was chiefly

designed to serve schoolmasters and "philosophers", those young men

resident in the College and engaged in higher studies. It appears

1. Ibid., p.l6l .
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to have been open also to at least some of the school pupils, and

to scholars, particularly members of the order. The philosophers,

numbering about thirty, were aged from seventeen to twenty-five

years; their position corresponded roughly to that of under-

graduates at Oxford or ·Cambridge. They followed a comprehensive ·

tertiary curriculum at a time when the major universities of Great

Britain were not open to Roman Catholics. After 1839, when the

College became affiliated with the University of London, some of the

members of the philosophers' class were prepared for the degree

examinations of that University.! However even after Acts of

Parliament in 1854, 1856, and 1871 removed the religious tests at

Oxford and Cambridge, opening up the bachelor's degree to Catholics

and Dissenters, the form of tertiary education offered at colleges

liKe Stonyhurst was still considered by many Catholic families. to be

a desirable alternative to that offered at the major universities.

The philosophers occupied private rooms in the College, came and

went freely,2 and while forming a distinct community, they lived on

congenial terms with their superiors. They had Reading, · Smoking;

Billiards, and News Rooms, and as well as a general and reference

library designed for their use, they, with others in the school, had

the use of the College Library, which in 1878 contained about 30,000

volumes. 3

Much of the collection which filled the floor-to-ceiling

1. Vincent Alan McClelland, English Roman Catholics and Higher
Education 1830-1903, (Oxford, 1973), pp.28-45.

School,Memories; or, Six Years at
In this work, Fitzgerald is
the College in the 1840s.

Percy Fitzgerald, ~s~t~o~n~y~h~u~:r~s~t~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(London, 1895), pp .353-388.
describing his schooldays at

2.

3 . A. Hewitson, Stonyhurst College, Present and Past: Its History,
Discipline , Treasures and Curiosities, (2nd edn , Preston, 1878),
p.S5.
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shelves of the ser ies of spa cious, galleried rooms housing the

l i brary was donated . The "coin room", holding the ge ne ral l ibrary

of r eligion , liter ature (including ancient and moder n c l assic s ) ,

fiction , ' h i s tory , antiqui t ies , b i ography, art, phi lol ogy , philosopny ,

po l i t i ca l economy, and sc i ence, was .desc r i bed in 1878: ,

Along t he base , on one side, there are r ece s ses, wi t h central
desks , for the accommodat ion of readers ; and i n the ga l lery
above ther e are s imi lar a r rangement s . Several very large book s
and pe r iodica ls occupy the lowest shelves .. .. Eve ry vo l ume
appear s t o be i n very good cond i tion . The bindings of s ome are
most substantia l and cost ly ; and i n no case ha s expense been
spar ed . l

I t wa s, however, t he book s in the other rooms of this l i br a r y which

made t h i s collection r emarkable . They included " . . . the rarest of

book s ... the fine s t o f mi s sals . .. illuminated manuscripts . . • ,,2 from

England and Europe . The l i b r a r y had the Homilies of Pope Gregory ,

by Simon, Abbot of st . Albans , a richly illuminated manuscript;

written between 11 68 and 11 83 ; missals of the Low Count r ies , written

in the fifteenth century; Froissart's Chronicle s , in manusc r i pt , of

the same century; sever a l i l l umi nated missals and a psalt er of the

f ourteenth century; a manuscr i p t copy of the Gospel of 'St. Johri of

t he same century, found 'in t he tomb of St . Cuthbert in Durham

Cat hedral ; numerous incunabula; about one thousand bo oks printed

i n Got hi c l ett er, befor e 1551 ; many of t he works o f Cicero , printed

betwe en 1506 and 1568; and a variety of other books of the sixteen-

t h and s eventeenth c enturi e s , including a firs t ' fo l io Shakespea r e . 3

At Ushaw College, Durham, like Stonyhurst a Catholic college , '

with ' pupi ls r eceiving a s econdary education and ' "philosophers "

l. Ibid . , p .lll.

2 . Ibid. , p.87 .

3 . Ibid . r pp.88-ll0.
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e nga ge d in tertiary study , there was a s i milar , though sma l l e r ,

l ibrary in 1899 . 1 Containing 20 ,000 volumes, this l i br a r y was

housed in a long room , described as "per haps the f i nes t one in the

Nor th of England" . 2 Beneath it was a "s t udy- pl a ce" for the u s e of

al l members of t he schoo l. Libraries such a s these r eflect the keen

desire of t he Roman Ca tholic Church, and particularly of the

J esuits, to foster and enc ourage schol a r shi p from t he . preparat or y

school through t o the advanced r e s earch of s ubj ect spec ial ist s , at a

time when it was d i f f i cul t for Roman Catholics .t o enter English

universities.

Dissenters , exc l ude d l i ke the Roman Catholics from the

Universities of Oxford and Cambridge i n t he eighteenth and early

nineteenth centuries, also developed the i r own schools , col lege s ,

and academi e s , some of which offered courses a t the t ertiary level . 3

The "great and ·primary object " of these institutions, i t was stated

in 17 69, "was the education of youth i n general; as well as those ·

who intended for civil , act i ve and commerc ial life; as those who are

designed for-any of t he l earned professions" .~ While a liberal

educa t ion was normal l y provi ded for young boys in the se Dis s enting

schools , the t ertiary-level curriculum of t he academie s wa s probabl y

more narrow than this cla~ would indicate . Cert ainly a t Warrington

Academy, nea r Liverpool , in the ·l a t e eighteenth c entury, "the only

1. A.G. Johnston, "Li f e a t a Catholic College ", The Grammar Schoo l
Magaz i ne (Aberdeen Grammar School ) , new series , 3 (1899), p .51 .

2 . Ibid ., p . 48.

3 . I rene Parker, ·Di s s ent i ng Academies in England , (Cambr idge,
1914 ), p .51.

4. Warrington Academy, A Repor t of the State of the Warrington
Academy, by the Tr uste es a t the i r Annual Meet i ng , June 29th ,
MDCCLXIX, ([War r i ngt on], 1769) ; p . l.
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learned prof ession· whi ch [the] institution [was] calculated to fully

prepare gent lemen f or [was] the Chr ist ian Ministry".! The older

s t udents , l i v i ng in f urni shed r ooms i n the Academy, or in lodgings

nearby, undertook a f ive-year cours e of studies which included

:ph i losophy , Hebrew, l og i c , e t h i cs , s c r ipt ure crit i cism, bell e s

l ettres, ontology , pneuma t ology , Chur ch his t ory, "Pastoral Office" ,

and · "Evidences of Reve l a t i on " . Bot h the senior boys i n the schoo l

who were destined f or c ivi l or commer c i a l life (s tudying history,

. moder n language s .. and Engl i sh grammar ) , and the young men s t udyi ng

the t ertiary-level c o ur s e , paid "not less t han one g ui nea " a y e ar

"for t he use of the Library,,2 in 1769 . Established in 1757 by the

f ounders of the Academy at Warrington , who aimed "to col lec t a

library i n· some degree corre spondent to t he extensive pl an contempla-

t~d in the institution of the AcademY" , 3 this library had growp in

s i ze and scope a s a r esult o f "s everal private benefactions of

considerable value ", including the theological librarie s of Richard

Grosvenor and the Rev. Samuel St ubbs . " When a "select catal ogue" of

the col lect i on wa s publ ished in 1775 , it r ecorded more than s i x ·

hundred t itles in arouqd 1300 vo l ume s , including many volumes of

s e rmons; and a large number of work on history , philosophy , sci ence ,

theology , and scr i pture criticism. S Some va luable fifteenth and

sixteenth century books were listed, including a few manuscripts and

incunabula. When Warringt on Academy closed in .1786, t his library

1. Ibid., p .2.

2 . Ibid., p . 3.

3. Rev. William Turner; .The Warrington Academy, (Warrington , 1957 ),
p .7 .

4. Ibid ., p. 8.

5. warrington Acad emy, A Se l ect Catalogue of Books in the ·Library
Belonging t o the ·Warrington P£ademy , ([Warrington], 1775 ).
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became part of the colle ction at Manchester Academy,! l a t e r still it

was incorporated in the collection of a Dissenters ' Academy at York . 2

In the nineteenth and t went i e t h c e nt ur i e s , scholar l y .l i br a r i e s

catering to the profe s sional r eading needs of the t eachers, as

distinct f rom the needs of the pupils, were developed in s ome

seconda r y , e lementarYi and Sunday school s . Of the se , the t eachers '

l i br a r i e s provided in some of t he Eng l ish Sunda y school s i n t he ear l y

yea r s of the ni ne t e ent h century were generally older t ha n those i n

week-day schools, t hey were made necessary becaus e t he Sunda y s choo l s

often had to utilis e t eachers with very l i mi t ed education .

At Great Horton , near Bradford, the Wesley-Plac e Sunda y Schoo l

established a t eachers' l i brary i n 1852, 3 i t a lso had a substantial

l i bra r y for t he pupi ls. The 18v2 published catalogue o f books

avail able f or loan in this Teachers ' Library s hows that the

col l ection included 349 vo lumes , chiefly o f religious works. The

Tab l e which follows illustrates t he d i stribution of books by sub jec t

classification . q

1. Manchester Acade my , Prospectus, April 1789.

2. Turne r , The warr ington Academy, p .8 .

3 . Great Hor t on. Wesley-Place Sunday Schoo l , The Cat a logue ·o f Books
in t he Te ac he r s' Library, (Br ad f ord , 1862), title page.

4. The figures are taken from the 1862 catalogu e c ited above .
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TABLE XXXVIII

GREAT HORTON:

IfflSLEY-PLACE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS' LIBRARY, 1862

Subject Class Nwnber of Percentage of
Books Collection

History 41 11.75

Biography 69 19.77

Theology, etc. 87 24.9

Education 13 3.7

Arts and Sciences 14 4.01

Voyages, Travels, etc . 12 3.44

Miscellaneous 113 32.38

.

TOTAL 349

At first sight, this would appear to indicate a fairly liberal

general collection for a mid-nineteenth century Sunday school, with

only a quarter of the books being theological works . However the

"History" section included only a few general historical works, such

as Athens, its grandeur and decay and Dawn of Civilization; the

others were mostly church histories or Biblical histories, including

titles like The Centenary of Wesleyan Methodism, Fox's Book of

Martyrs, Blakie's Bible History, The History of the Sunday School

Union, and the two volumes of McCrie's Sketches of Scotch Church

History. The same emphasis on religion is also apparent in the

biographical works. While Boswell's Life of Dr. Johnson and the Lives

of Illustrious Greeks were listed among the sixty-nine volumes in this

section, the others were generally biographies of ministers and

Christian workers, including sixteen volumes in the IIChristian

Biography" series, the Memoirs of Christian Females, and Eminent
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Sunday School Teachers. Under "Voya ge s, Tr avel s , etc . , " we find

t i t les like Moffat ' s Missionary Enterpr ises and t hree volumes of

vlesley ' s Journal ". Many of the wo rks und e r uMisce l laneous Jl
, too,_wer e

r el i gi ous wor ks , including bound vol umes of journal s like t he Sunday

School Magaz i ne , volumes of r eligious poetry, a nd guides to living

a Christian life . This emphasis is, of course, understandable,

s i nce this library was i nt ended purely for t he guidance a nd personal

. development o f t he Su nda y school t eachers , to prepare them for, a nd

t o sus tain them in , the i r instr uc tional role . No attempt was made

to s upp l y r ec r eational r eading material, eve n o f a Christian nature ,

a s l i brari e s i nte nded f or Sunday school pupilS often did by t he

l 860s. wi t h t his i n mind, what i s pe r haps a little sur p r i s i ng i s

the sma l l number o f books listed under "Education" - just under four

per cent o f the t otal . The work s i n t hi s section wer e mairily fa i r l y

simple "helps" fo r t eachers , r athe r t han wor ks on pedagogy or

educat i ona l pr i ncipl es ; title s i ncluded Ephraim Holding 's Homely

Hint s f or Sunday School Teachers , Coll ins ' Teachers ' Compa ni on , a nd

Todd 's Sunday School Teache r .

The teachers' l i brary o f the Por t mahon Bapt ist Sunday School,

near Sheffield, contai ned 115 volumes in the l att er part of the

ninet eenth cent ur y , ! f orming a collection r emarkably similar to that

a t Gr eat Horton . with the except ion o f a Hi s t ory of the Roman

Repub l i c , Rol l i n s ' ·Anc i e nt Hi s t or y , a nd possibly Tour Through Hawa ie ,

~he books consisted o f t heo l ogica l works , bound volumes of .religious

magazines , biogr aphie s o f Chr i s tian men and women , chur ch history,

and sermon s , 'ii t h a f ew t eachers' "helps" like ·The .Sabbath School

1. Por tma ho n Bapt ist Sunda y School Library; Cat a logue (Sheff i eld,
n.d.), pp.14-l6, "Teachers' Catalogue" .
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Teacher and The Teacher's Manual. At Attleborough Baptist Sunday

School in the 1890s, too, the collection of fifty-two teachers'

books was very similar in scope. The first volume listed was Aids

to Teaching, with the exception of a Class-Book of English Prose,

the others were religious biographie~, church and Bible histories,

lectures and sermons, and theological works.} So while libraries for

pupils in Sunday schools in the second half of the nineteenth century

were generally attempting to meet the recreational needs of children

as well as supplying material relating to the instruction given in

the Sunday schools,2 the teachers' libraries were intended simply to

aid the teachers in their development as Chri~tians, and in becoming

more adequate as teachers.

In 1905, Benjamin Carter put the arguments for the provision of

libraries for teachers in elementary and secondary schools: 3

A select library of books on the science of education for the
use of teachers is very desirable. There is hardly any class
of workers which h~s a greater need for books: in a progressive
science like education it is absoluteiy necessary if the teacher
is to keep himself abreast of the times, and it is all to the
advantage of the State that he should do so, that he should have
access to the best bcoks. 4

Such libraries were, in fac~ being provided in some parts of the

1. Attleborough Bap~ist Sunday School Library, Book Record, MS, at
warwickshir~ County Record Office, CR992/12.

2. See Chapter Three, pp.157-l64.

3. Benjamin Carter, "School Libraries", Library World, 8 (1905), pp.
32..,33.

4. Carter went on to suggest ways in which such libraries could be
provided : (ibid., p.33).:

Such a library could be kept at the County Education Office,
and regulations made for the delivery of books to teachers on
application, and their return. Or the County Council might
very well arrange with the committee of a Public Library in
its area for the housing and distribution of the books: they
could be kept in the reference department, and those not on
loan be available for consultation by the general public.
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United States in the first decade of the twentieth century. Lillian

lone MacDowell, vrriting about the New York public elementary and

secondary school system in 1907, noted that "o ne of the most success-

ful innovations in school organization and administration has been

the introduction of school libraries", with "a complete system"

providing "a small reference library for teachers" in each school,

"and a central pedagogical library for the advancement of the

teacher's . professional interests and intellectual attainments" as

well as class libraries for each class in the schools. l MacDowell

noted that the aims of the teachers' libraries were to aid the

teacher in the work of educating the pupil, and to furnish the

teacher with the means of her own improvement. she suggested that,

to achieve· these ends, the library within the school should be

".Limited in size and strictly pedagogical; a non-circulating .library

•••open for reference and use during the entire s chool day". 2 In his

1909 Report, the Director of the New York Public Library indicated

that "large reference libraries for the use of teachers " were

established in many schools 3 in accordance with the principles out-

lined by MacDowell.

In England in 1909, Cyril Norwood and A.H. Hope presented a

. ca se for the establishment of teachers' libraries, based on overseas

experience, on the need to encourage masters to read, and on the

financial situation of schoolmasters generally, which rendered them

1. Lillian lone MacDowell, "A Public School Library System",
Educational Review, 34(1907), p.374.

2. Ibid., p.374.

3 . New York public Library.
"Travelli.ng Libraries for
Journal, 35(1910), p.162.

Travelling Libraries Department,
Schools in New York City" ,Library
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unable to purcha s e fo r t hemsel ves a l l t he books wh i ch it wou l d be

desirable r eading for them,}

We would •. •commend f or eign example i n the equipmen t of Common
School Libra rie s for t he masters . Abroad we f ind everywhere
a n admirabl e collection of beoks on t he theory and practice of
Education in .a l l i ts branches , and of educational journals a nd
r evie ws in several languages •. And we find that masters r ead
them. I n England there i s · r arely seen in the masters ' room
more t ha n a few specimen copies ; and the Schoolmasters ' Year
Book , which , however e xcel l ent , hardly pretends t o be exhaust ­
i ve. As a r e s ult of t his lack of profe ssional f ood , t here is
l i t tle profe s sional spirit. Schoolmaster s are peor me n , and
beoks on educat i on are o f ten e xpe ns i ve ; but t he y a r e
nec e s sit i e s , and here again the town or Gove rnors might help
t o provi de them. They woul d amply repay the cost by i mproving
the t eaching.

In Austr a l ia i n 1970 Ceci ly Brown was stil l writ i ng tha t the

professiona l r eading habits of teachers l eft a great dea l to be

desired . . She cit ed sur ve ys whi ch indicated that "most tea chers r ead

. ery l ittle, own f ew pr o fe ssional books, a nd subscr ibe to few. pro-

f e ssional journals". 2 Furt her , it wa s f ound t hat teac hers had

little or no access t o pr ofe s s i onal r eading wi thin their s chools.

Br own f elt that school librarie s i n the 1960s l argely igno red t h i s

need, and suggested t hat it wa s . t ime t hat t his concept of schoo l

library service unde r went a r evival. 3

By t he twent ieth cent ury i n Great Br itain, t he Unit ed Sta t es ,

a nd Aust r a l ia , t ho s e pro!essional librarie s whi ch had been suppl ied

for t eachers were generally being provided , not in individua l

s chools, as had been the case earl ier , but on a r egional or city

1. "School Librari e s", i n Cyril Norwood and A. H. Hope, The Hi gher
Educat ion o f Boys i n England, (London, 1909), p.486 .

2. G. M. Gaverick, an American educa t i ona l psychologi st, i s quoted
by Cecily Brown, "Librarie s a nd Education", QUa rterly Review of
Australian Education, 3, 3(1970), p .6.

3.. Brown, "Libraries and Education", p.7 ..
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basis, either through the public library, professional associations,

or education authorities . 1 ·Whi l e this has meant that l arger, more

varied, and more up·-to-date collections could be made available to

all teachers in an area, it has also meant that access is more

difficult.

A further type of academic or scholarly library was located

within a school and available only to certain members of the s c hool

population - the top form, or the prefects or monitors, or the

foundation schol a r s . One such library was described by Nicholas

Carlisle in his sur vey of the endowed grammar schools of England and

Wales, published in 1818. 2 At Wigan Free Grammar School in Lanca-

shire, access to the Library was restricted to a small group of boys:

the Act of Parliament to incorporate the s chool, which received the

Royal Assent on 9 June 1812, states that

• •. the Master and Usher for the time being, shall, from time to
time appoint such or so many Scholars as he or they know fit to
make use of the s a i d Library books, or so many of them as sha l l
be useful for their better profiting in their r e spective way of
learning. s . 3

This r e striction was based partly on the desire to preserve the

collection from the consequences of contact with boys who might

"write in, or scratch, or deface with pen, or otherwise u4 the books,

1 . As, for instance, in the Education Library provided for the use
of teachers by the London County Council in the 1920s, and the
sma l l t eachers' collections developed in some New South Wales
country areas by local teachers' groups, as, for e xample , at
Wagga Wagga in 1921. See London County Council, Schools and
Libraries: An Account of the Development of Library Activities
in the London Education Service, (London, 1925), pp.3-4; New
South Wal e s , The Education Gazette, 1 February 1921, p.36.

2. Nicholas Carlisle, A Conc ise Description of the Endowed Grammar
Schools of England and Wales, (2 vols, London, 1818).

3 . Ibid ., Vol.l, p.727.

4. Ibid., Vol .l, p.727.
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and partly on a r ecog n i t ion of the fact that a library of advanced

Latin and Gre ek texts would only be us ed with profit by a smal l

proport i on of the pupi l s in that school .

At Winchester i n 1864 there was a library for the prefects , to

which t he commoner prefects also had acces s ; ! at s t . Paul's the

e i ght h class only had acces s to an lIexcel l e nt " library o f mos tly

French literature a nd scienc e when the r oom in which it wa s housed

was not being us ed a s a classroom; 2 a t Harrow there was a library

for the mon itors, that i s , the fifteen upper boys in the school ; 3

and at Dulwich Col lege Lowe r School there wa s a library available fo r

the foundation scho lars . 4 The School s I nqu i ry Commissioners , who in

1868 produced the Taunton Report on the e ndo wed grammar s chools of

Engl and, f ound tha t nine out of the 147 l ibraries in the grammar

school s having a f ul l classical curr i c ulum were open onl y t o the top

c l a s s i n t he s chool, or to the prefects, or to foundation schol a r s .

I n the semi -clas sical s~hools , two ou t of the fifty-nine school

libr arie s were t o be us ed only by a smal l group of pupils . And i n

t he "non-classi cal a nd elemen t a r y " schools e i ght o f the sevent y-

eight l ibr a r ies were restricted to a particular group. This meant

t hat i n 4. 5% of all libr ar i e s in endowed grammar schools , acce ss to

the collection was restricted to a small group of pupils. 5 At

1. England. Department of State. Public Schools Commission ,
Publ i c School s and Colleges , Vol.2 , p . 18 7 .

2. Ibid. , Vol.2 , p.214.

3 . Ibid ., Vol .2 , p.279; and Car lisle , A Concise Description o f the
Endowed Grammar 'School s , Vol . l , p. 153 .

4. England. School s Inquiry Con~ission, Report , Vol . 10 , pp .1 70~

171.

5. Ibid ., passim. For an, a nalysis of condi t i ons of acce ss t o the
school l ibrarie s of t he se schools ge nerally , see Chap t e r Three ,
pp. 123-128, a nd Appendix A.
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Guildford Grammar School, a classical school, only the prefects

could use the library,l at Bury St. Edmunds "Grammar School, only the

sixth form. 2 These "l i br a r i e s generally comprised scholarly works,

of little use to junior pupils, and, at some of the public schools,

little used by even the boys to whom they were available. 3 The point

of the library access privilege was, in these cases, usually a way of

distinguishing a particular group by giving them a key to a special

room of their own.

The nature of the provision of scholarly libraries in schools

has changed greatly over the years. In the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries writers have stressed the need for the provision of

teachers' libraries in order to encourage the professional develop-

ment of teachers. This need was particularly apparent in the Sunday

schools, where untrained and often poorly-educated teachers were

used. The older specialised and scholarly college libraries, as at

Eton and Winchester, have been opened up, "pa r t i cul a r l y in the

twentieth century, to readers other than Fellows: to scholars "from

outside, and to the masters and pupils of the school. It is this

trend towards freer access for all to specialised collections which

has led to the provision in the twentieth century of general school

libraries for the whole school rather than libraries for special groups

within the school population. while libraries for prefects, senior

1. Ibid., Vol.ll, pp.208-209.

2. Ibid., Vol.13, pp.258-259.

3. At St. Paul's, for instance, though the top class had access to
an "excellent" library for French literature and science, the
Public Schools Commissioners questioned whether it was used by
the boys, or would be of much use to them if they did try.
England. Department of State. Public Schools Commission,
Public Schools and Colleges, Vol.4, p.85, q.372-383.
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students, and other small groups were provided in many schools in the

nine t eenth century , by t his cent ury suc h librarie s wer e d i f f icul t to

find. In part,the publ i c library movement in England and America

from the 1870s, wi t h its empha s i s on access to inf ormation and

r ecrea tional r eading for all, has be en r e sponsible for this openi ng

up of col lec t ions in schools. Other strong influence s have been the

growth of democratic sent i ment from t he l a t e nineteenth centur y

onwar ds , and f r om t he 1920s an emphasis in educat ion on the individ-

ual and individual d i fference s ; the s e in turn have l ed to a conc e r n

for t he rights o f a l l ch i l dren to an adequate educa t i on and

educat iona l f acili t i es.

2 • THE SCHOOL LI BRARY AS A MEMORIAL

The connec tion between librarie s or books and bo th religion and

the Church is an ol d one. Raymond Irwi n ha s r emarked that books in

t he anc ient world were a l ways a s soc i a t ed with t emples, shrines , or

holy p laces , or with the palac e r e sidenc e s of d i vine k i ngs ; the

importance of this assoc iat ion der i ved .from the permanence which

t hese books gave to the r eligious t ext s and the records of the

deeds of the kings. In t he Chri stian wor l d , too, the a s sociation of

libraries with ecc l esiast ical institutions ha s a lways been close , as

in Brita i n where "fr om the comi ng of Saint August i ne t o the fi fteenth

cent ury it would be hard to find any library which wa s not directly

or ind irectly connected with the Church;,.l For both pagan and

Christian, then, r eligion and learning had a lways been inseparably

conn e cted, and

1. Raymond I rwin, "General Introduction " t o Franc is ·Wo rma l d a nd
C.E . Wright (eds); The ·Engl ish · Library~efore 1700, (London,
1958), p.4.
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there is a r eal sense in which their libraries have been
religious institutions: storehouses in which national
traditions are enshrined in stone or wood or papyrus or
parchment, and from which there radiates the intellectual and
spiritual power or superstition or magic that binds the
nation together into a unity. The spiritual power of the book
has always been a force to be reckoned with.!

As, we have seen when discussing school libraries as suppliers of

recreational reading, books have always had a mystique and a

spiritual and moral association for people which is independent of

their contents. In the Middle Ages, written records were associated

intimately in people's minds with religion, with learning, and with

civil authority; they continued to be thought of in these terms

even after the spread of literacy among lay people in the fifteenth

century2 made the posession of a few books, including secular works,

1. Ibid., p.4.
little to do
John Harthan
1977), p.12.

The idea that books possess a mystique which had
with literary expression is also referred to by
in his Books of Hours and Their Owners, (London,

2. The case for the spread of literacy in the fifteenth century has
been argued by J.W. Adamson, "The Extent of Literacy in England
in the 15th and 16th Centuries", The Library, fourth series,
10(1929-19.30), pp.163-193; H.S. Bennett, "The Production and
Dissemination of Vernacular MSS in the 15th Century", The
Library, fifth series, 1(1946), p.175; and Irwin, "General
Introduction", pp.5-7. Sir Thomas More es t ima t ed in 1523 that
"farre more than four partes of the whole dyvyded into tenne,
could never read englishe yet", which has been taken to mean
that more than half the population could read (Apology, E.E.T.S.,
1930, p.13); over a century earlier another estimate suggested
that over eighty-five percent were illiterate (William Thorpe in
1407; see A.W. Pollard, Fifteenth Century Prose and Verse,
(Oxford, 1903), p.139). While both these estimates were
guesses, that of More has been given great weight, though H.S '.
Bennett notes that it would be rash to deduce from it that up to '
sixty percent of the population could read. H.S . Bennett,
English Books a nd Readers 1475-1557, (2nd edn, Cambridge, 1970),
p.28. Many considerations, however, suppor t the increase in
literacy in this period, including the fact that lay people were
beginning to own books, to set a proper value on them, and to
mention them in their wills. See C.L. Kingsford, Prejudice and
Promise in 15th Century Engl a nd , (Oxford, 1925), p.40, and
Thomas Kelly, Early Public Libraries, (London, 1966), p.27. The
latter estLmates thav·twenty percent of London wills of personal
property in the fifteenth century mentioned books.
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not uncommon among t he middle classes .! I t is not surprising , then,

-t ha t books and l ibr a r i e s, with their spiritual and cul t ura l connota-

tions , preserving a s they did the thoughts, actions, and r e ligious

qu est of man , shoul d be see n as a -suitable f orm for a pe r manent

memorial to the dead,or to commemorate a great event or deed . And

since books carry knowl edge , ideas , and thoughts over t i me and

distance , there is i n thi~ a hope that a memoria l a ssociated with

books may perpetuate a person 's na me down t he ages . Libraries were

associated , f o r insta nce , wi t h some medieval chant r y foundations ,

where a prie s t was mainta i ned to s a y ma s se s for the soul o f the

founder andhis family , and i n which books were made ava i l able . In

the twentieth century many school librar i es have been built as

memorial s - memorials to people in some way connected wi t h t he

schoo l , or as war memorials .

By the middle of the f ifteenth c ent ur y the "chant r y l i br ary" ,

i n which the chantry p~iest both sai d masses a nd opened t he

"li bra r y " at certain hours , was an est a bl i shed t ype _of l i b r a r y . In

Bishop Carpenter 's mid-fifteenth cent ury2 f ounda tion a t Worce s t e r ,

f or example , books were kept cha i ned in the chape l of Sa int Thomas

the Martyr (a detached building on t he north s i de of the cathedr a l ) ,

and made accessible for four hours da ily; in addit ion , the priestl

1. This connection s t i l l carri e s some force today . Sir Paul
Has luck , for instance, in his autobiography, has c ommented t hat
"a libr ary, l i ke a chur c h , is a - shrine for the t r aditions and
t ruths of centuri e s . •. " . Sir Paul Ha sluck , Muc k i ng -About : An
Autobiography , (Melbourne , 1977), p . 16 3 .

2. J. W. Cla rk, who was the fi rst to pr i nt an account o f this
library, gave the foundation date as 1464. J .W . Clark , The Care
of Books , (London, 1909 ) , pp .121- 123 . However Thoma s Kelly
suggests that the da t es 1459 or 1461, given by other wr i ter s ,
mi gh t be more r eliable. Kelly, Early Publi c -Li brari e s , p .32.
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librarian was required to give a public lecture once a week. l

Rotherham was another example of such a library. It was established

in 1500 for the use of the clergy and fellows attached to the

chantry and school, by the patron of the school, Thomas Rotherham,

Archbishop of York. 2

At Winchester College, Fromond's Chantry was completed in 1446,3

eighteen years earlier than Bishop Carpenter's foundation. It was a

two-storey building, built in the middle of the cloister garth, with

its upper room designed, as the foundation deeds of the fifteenth

century make clear, as a library.~ This chantry was built by the

executors of John Fromond, stewart of the College Manors, who died

in 1420; masses were to be sung in it for the repose of his soul

and the souls of his wife and friends. ~fuile the upper room was

designed to be used as a library, it was, however, not used as such

in the fifteenth century: the foundation documents show that it was

already "destructa et deturpata per columbas et alios volucres" in

1457-1458. In the twentieth century, after being used for various

purposes, including a granary,S this room has been restored for use,

as it was originally intended, as a library; it now houses the

"Wiccamica" collection of documents and books relating to the history

of the school. Meanwhile the lower room was used from the start for

1. Clark, The Care of Books, pp.12l-l23.

2. Kelly, Early Public Libraries, p.16.

3. This chantry was built between 1420 and 1445. It is believed to
be the only example in England of a chapel inside a cloister.
winchester College; Winchester College: A Guide, (winchester,
1977), p.8.

4. Oakeshott, "Winchester College Library Before 1750", p.6.

5. Ibid., p.G.



665

Clamber Coen

... Chapel

c\Oi.ste~

o 5 10 20

~
metres

Plan of Winchester Col lege , s howing Frornond's Chantry in the
Cloister. Based on a plan in Winchester College,Winchester ·college:
A Guide, (Winchester, 1977), and on others appearing in various
Winchester city and tourist guides, as well as on notes taken by the
author on a visit to the College.
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saying masses, and also apparently for reading, since it seems

probable that some chained beoks were kept permanently in it. In

addition, its decoration suggests use as a reading room. A visitor

·to the school in 1684 described figures which were then in the

windows and which no longer survive~l a bishop writing in a book;

the bibliophile Robertus Lincolniensis (Bishop Grosseteste); and

two "doctors" writing. And sculptured figures of Fromond and his

wife, on either side of the west door, each hold a book. 2 . In the

school accounts at certain times the books of ~he chapel were

reckoned as part of its furniture; at other times as library books.

If chained books were, as Oakeshott suggests,3 kept in the lower

room of Fromond's Chantry from 1446 onwards, then the transition

from chantry chapel to library proper at the Reformation, when

~hantry foundations were broken up, may have been an almost

imperceptible one - a matter of degree, not of kind. Certainly for

more than two centuries after the Reformation the lower room was the

main library of the College.

From the Reformation to the early nineteenth century, no

instance is known of a school library being established as a

memorial, though an affinity can be seen between the impulse which

founded a chantry· chapel .before the Reformation and that which led

to major benefactions to school and college libraries in later

centuries. Many merr~rial libraries, however, were established in

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries . These can be divided into

1. The present east window, th~llgh medieval, was moved from
Thurbern's Chantry, part of the College Chapel, in 1772, and was
not originally part of th~ Fromond's Chantry glass. Winchester
College, Winchester College: A Guide, p.9 .

2. Oakeshott, "\Vinchester College Library Before 1750", p.6.

3. Ibid., p.6.
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two main types: those commemorating a particular individual associ-

ated with the s choo l ; and war memorial libraries. The latter can

be divided again i nt o those in which the memorial purpose so pre-

dominated that the building functioned only briefly, if at all, as an

effective library; and those which were functionally adequate for a

reasonable period.

In 18 42 Archibald Campbell Tait, later Archbishop of Canterbury,

was appointed Headmaster at Rugby School. Early in his mastership a

fund was raised by subscription to commemor a t e the work of his pre-

decessor, Dr. Thomas Arnold; part of this fund "was laid out in the

construction of a Library, over the writing school , called the Arnold

Library". The work of a later Headmaster of Rugby, Dr. Frederick

Temple, (Headmaster 1858-1870), who subsequently became successively

Bishop of Exeter, Bishop of London, and Archbishop of Canterbury, was

also commemorated through the building of a library, completed in

1877, and known as the Temple Reading Room . l At Harrow, a school

library 'was built in 1861-1863 as a memorial to the retiring head-

master, Dr. Vaughan. The small Monitors' Library which had existed

for many, years formed the nucleus of the new library's collection,

which was s90n augmented by bequests and donations from Old

'Har r ov i ans . 2 And in 1883, when 'it was announced t ha t Dr. Scott

would be retiring as Headmaster of Westminster School, money was -

raised to finance the development of a library as a memorial to him. 3

1. Information from manuscript notes in the archives of Rugby
School.

2. Harrow School, "The Vaughan Library", School Library Review and
Educational Record, 'new s e r i e s , 5(1950), p.2.

3 . Westminster Schoo1,Westminster School Library" (London, 1933),
p.9.
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Commemorative ' libraries were also built in some Australian

schools in the twentieth century, usually, as in the case of the

English libraries cited above, to mark the work of a former principal

6f the school. One such library, opened in 1934 at Somerville

House (The Brisbane High School for Girls), Queensland, as a memorial

to Miss C.E . Harker, co-principal of the school for twenty-two years,l

is a particularly striking example. The free-standing building,

"designed in the style of late fourteenth century Gothic architect-

ure", 2 housed a lending library and a r eference library, with pro-

vision being made in the plans for the subsequent addition of a

s t ud i o . 3 The octagonal reference library provided seating at a

large matching octagonal t able, and above it a gallery four feet

wide provided accommoda t i on initially for Old Girls' records, later

for beoks. The approach to this gallery was by a spiral concrete

stairway within a turret rising above the foundation stone. In both

the rectangular l ending library, with its wide bay window, and the

reference library, the furniture was designed to harmonise with the ,

wood of the gallery and the entrance stair; the floors were of

polished hardwoods, and the s t ee l - f r amed windows were glazed with

leadlights. 4 In the lending library each of the five windows had an

emblem of particular significance for the school: the c~ntral

window had the school badge in stained glass; the other four

windows had emblems "suggestive of the light of truth, the source of

1. Phyllis G. Freeman (ed.);History ,of Somerville House (The
Brisbane High School for GIrls) 1899-1949, (Brisbane, 1949), p .
27.

2. Ibid., p .27

3. See architect's sketches, r eproduced from The Br i s bane High
School for Girls Magazine, June 1932.

4 . 'The Brisbane High 'School for Girls /1agazine, December 1934,
p.25.
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knowledge , and wisdom itself",I in leaded col our ed glas s . Beneath

this gr oup of windows was the bronze commemorative tablet . Memorial

wi ndows were f i rst placed i n the r eference library in 1937 to

commemorate the lif e o f a pupil who had died the previou s year . 2

The s ub j e c t of the pa ir of windows, , "The Raising of Jarius'

Daughter" , and the subs equent us e of Biblica l subjects for other

windows , r ecalls the -pr o f ound c onnection between r eligion, libraries,

a nd memorials post ulated by Raymond Irwin ; it a l so clearly demon-

strates the di r ect influence of several centur i e s of unbroken

t r adition i n chur ch memorials. The r e sult is t hat the high ,

octagona l r oom, with i ts tall, point ed window spaces, ha s a c hape l -

l i ke a tmosphere . 3

The commemor ative function of t h i s l i br a r y was par tic ul a r l y

i mportant in p lann i ng stage s , since the Ol d Gi r l s would never have

raised the neces s ary money without t he de sire to honour a woman for

whom t hey f elt so much a f fec t i on . 4 Great attention wa s obvious l y

pa id to furniture a nd fit t i ngs , with t he i nt ent i on of c reating as

beautiful a memor i a l a s poss ibl e . Neverthe l ess in i ts e arl y years

1. Ibid., December 1934, p .25;

2. Another pair of memorial windows was added ' i n 1949 , as a
memor i a l to Mis s M.K. Jarrett, Co- Pr i ncipa l and then Principal
of the s chool. (The Br isbane Hi gh School for Gi r l s Magaz i ne ,
Dec ember 1949, pp. 28-29) ,. This pai r o f wi ndows also had a
Bi bl i ca l subject , "Je sus at the Well, t alking t o the Woman of
Samar ia" , a s d i d a further· pair , again a memorial to an Old Girl
who had died , which sho wed Ruth and Naomi. Freeman , Hi story of
Somer vi l le House , p.27.

3. This atmosphere i s s t i l l apparent when one enters this room,
even though in 1978 it was a trifle dust y and used only for
housing a collection of materials r e lating to the his t ory of the
school . In fact , s i mpl y becaus e the a t mosphe r e suggested i t , a
wedding and other ser vi c e s have been held there in the pa s t .

4. Brisbane Hi gh -School ' f or Girls Magazine , December 1934 , p.20.
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Some rvil le Hous e , Brisbane : the o c t agonal Re f e r enc e Libra ry in 19 49, ahov..ing
t he memo ria l wi nd ows , the oc t a gona l r e a d i ng t abl e , and t he gal lery abo ve .
(Ph o tograph from t he Schoo l. )
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Somerville House, Br i s bane : the Joan Palme s memorial windows, with
the theme liThe Raisi,ng of Jarius' Da.ught~r", which were p.l.aced. in .the
Reference Library in 1937. (From the ·Brisbane ·HighSchool for Girls
Magazine, June 1937, p.21.l
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the building functioned well as a library, with shelf space

initially for more books than the school seemed likely to possess,

and seating in both rooms for more than thirty pupils. However in

the 1950s the library collection expanded; to make more space

available the history books had earlier been moved to the History

Room, and in 1953 the sociology books joined them. 1 By 1956

collections had also been built up in the science laboratory, the

geography theatre, and in classrooms. 2 By the 1960s, as in so many

other schools, this library building was extremely crowded, with

inadequate shelving space and inadequate space for readers. In

September 1973 anew library, built with the assistance of Common-

wealth Government funds, was opened. The memorial library is now

used as a classroom for language teaching and as a store for material

relating to the history of the school ,

There are many other schools in Australia in which libraries

have been built at ,l ea s t partly to commemorate the work of a person

associated with the school. The se include St. Peter's College,

Adelaide, where the Stow Memorial Library was converted from the old

"Big School Room" in 1937 in memory of a distinguished Old Scholar;3

the Cathedral School of St. Anne and St . James, Townsville , where

, the John Oliver Library, ,ope ned in 1970, is a memorial to a former

Bishop of the Diocese of North Queensland, the Blessed John Oliver

Feetham, who was responsible for the establishment of the school;4

1; Ibid., December 1953, pp.90-93.

2. Ibid., December 1956, pp.49-50.

3. M.A. Ketley, "The Stow Memorial Library in the Collegiate School
of st. Peter, Adelaide, South Australia", 'The School Library Re­
view and 'Educa t i ona l 'Reco r d , new series, 5(1951), p.80 and p.llO.

4. Alex Byrne (ed.), North Queensland Libraries: A Directory,
(Townsville, 1981), p.33.
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the Toowoomba Grammar School, where the M.W. Bayne s Library , named

for the then Chai rman of the School ' s Board of Trus t ee s, wa s opened

in 1 971;1 and St . John Fisher 's Chri stian Brot hers Boys ' School,

Townsville; where t he Brother P.I. Hodgkinson Libr ary was opened in

1972. 2 ~ While a t somerv tLi,e. House t he commemor a t ive f e ature s included

s t ained glass windows a nd p l aque s , i n t he se more modern libraries the

"memorial" is usually ,a ' single smal l tablet a t t he ent rance , a s at

Fr ensham at Mi ttagong , New South Wales , where t he Es ther Tuckey

Li brary commemor ate s the wor k o f a f ormer English mist r e ss and

l i brarian in the schoo l .

As wel l as commemorating past principals , s t aff members , found-

ers , and other people associated with the school, school libraries

have also been built , in sever a l count r i e s , as war memori als for

former pupils who ser ved ill the First and Second World Wa r s. In some

of these the commemor a t i ve purpose so predominated, from the earliest

planning stages , that the building never really f unct ioned e f fec t i ve -

ly as a library . In suc h buildings , as i n the war memor i a l libraries

of Lancaster Roya l Grammar School in England a nd t he Brisbane Gr a mma r

School in Australia in the 1920s and 1930s, the books and other

materials were s impl y inte nded to p rovide an appropriate background

for a memorial .

It is worth looking a t the r easons g i ven for estab l ishing s uc h

libraries , since they he l p to expl a i n the physical form which ' t he

libraries took. In 1919 the General Committee administ e ring the

Brisbane Grammar Schoo l Wa r Memorial Fund decided , afte r much

1 . Rupe r t Goodman; Toowoomba 'Grammar Schoo l '1875- 1975 : A
Centenary History , (Toowoomba, 1976 ) , p. 123.

2 . Byrne ; North Queensland 'Li br a r i e s , p . 47.
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di. s cus sion, that

a Memorial Bu i lding shoul d be erected on t he School gr ounds, to
be use d a s a Library , Committee Room, and War 'Relic Room. In
t his would be placed the Honour . Board and other memorials of
t he heroes o f the War . The Golden Book ... to r ecord the par t
played by our Old Boys in t he war, would be placed there.

They suggested that suc h :a building woul d be "a constant r eminder of

t he courage and patr iot ism o f our predecessors i n the School , and a n

i nspir ation t o a l l corning generations at the school " . 1 Beyond t he

initia l mention of the use of the r oom as a libra r y, no cons i derat i on

was given a t this stage to the f orm the library would take ; the

important aspec t of t he buil d i ng was its us e as a memoria l to i nflu-

ence and i nspir e l a t e r generat ions . This is i l l ust rated clearly in

the Annual Repor t o f t he Headmas ter , Mr. F . S .N. Bousfield , in 1918 .

He felt that the p roposed memor ial shoul d be "s erviceable r ather t han

mere l y commemorative or t r i umph'al", 2 but he went on:

At the same t ime it woul d be inconsistent with t he r everence we
fee l fo r thos e who have made the great sacri f ice , and our own
respect for t hose who have r e turned, t hat our bu i lding should
be devoted t o any but the highest service . I can think of no
other buil ding which woul d combine r everence f or our her oes and
service to t he school so fit l y as a l i br ary where' the e l der
boys , s urr ounded by memor i a ls of the i r honour ed predecessors ,
might dr i nk i n t he noble thoughts of the gr eat writers of the
world. 3 .

The library,. t hen, was t o be ch ief l y a memor ial ; i t woul d be us ed by

on ly a few pr ivileged -member s o f the school who woul d respect it;

the activities taking place there would be unre lated to the daily

life o f the schoo l and the instruction gi ven 'i n i t ; it woul d be a

place which, by i t s associations and through its bookstock , would

ennoble t ho se who used it ; and it ,~uld gain prest ige as a memor ial

1. Br i sbane 'Grammar School 'Magazine , 22(June 191 9), p.13.

2 . Quoted i n Keith Wil ley , The First Hundred Years: The Story of
Br isbane 'Grammar 'School ' 1868~1968 , (Melbour ne, 1968), p .72.

3. Ibid., p.72.
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through its association with the work of great men of the past. In

a speech during the ceremony to lay the foundation stone of the War

Memorial Library, on Anzac Day 1923, Mr. Bousfield affirmed this

concept of what the library was to be:

I cannot think of this building as anything but a sanctuary.
When I think of the use of this library, I think not at all of
a storehouse from which ephemeral books shall be issued for the
amusement of our lighter hours. I think a bit, but not
altogether, of the assistance it will give to our studies by
the placing in it of works too costly for individuals to
purchase. But what I think and believe will be its main use
to the school will be that it will afford an opportunity for
the choicer spirits in each generation to commune with the
great and the wise in their books, and thus to strengthen
their character and enrich their spiritual life and give them
inspiration to become worthy successors of the men whom we are
met here to honour. 1

And the Chairman of Trustees of the school, Mr. John L. Woolcock, on

the same occasion, supported this view of the library's function,

stressing that the building would "not be a mere adjunct of ordinary

class teaching or a building for common resort", but a "memorial of

devotion and sacrifice. It is a memorial which will build up

character, if anything in the world will build up character".2

At Lancaster Royal Grammar schoo~ too, the War Memorial Library

was planned to be primarily a memorial and a sanctuary, a place

apart from the day to day life of the school. When the Library

Committee first met to plan the library, on 27 November 1928, the

Headmaster stressed to the Committee that "their object was prirnar-

ily a war Memorial . .• •The school had no Chapel, and a library,

failing a chapel, was an ideal memorial to those Old Lancastrians

1. Ibid., p. 74 •

2. ' Ibid., p.271.
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who had fallen .•..The library would be an enduring tribute",l Here

again, as at Fromond's Chantry at Winchester, we have the association

of libraries and books with a lasting memorial, and with religion,

though here the library is a substitute for a chapel,not a part of

it. The use of this library was also to be restricted to the upper

school,2 as at Brisbane Grammar School; it was to include a shrine

with a Lamp of Remembrance, a Roll of Honour, various plaques,3 and

stained glass windows, so that it "would always be an inspiration to

all who used it". 4

At the southport School in QueenslandS after the Second World

War, s imi l a r ideas motivated those who wanted to provide a memorial

to Old Boys who had s e r ved in that War. On laying the foundat ion

s t one , Bishop Dixon said:

Here may the ·true faith and f ear of God ever abide and may the
building to be erected hereon be a centre of wi sdom, learning
and culture for all those who are or shall be members of this
school. May it be a perpetual memorial of the s acri f i ces made
by those who offered their services to the King for the pres­
ervation of the freedom and welfare of their country.6

This building, too, was to have special furniture and six stained glass

windows,7 but when it was finally opened,on Anzac Day 1957, the

1. Lancaster Royal Grammar School, Minutes of the Library Committee,
MS, 27 November 1928.

2. A junior
s chool.

library was also to be formed separately for the
Ibid., 12 February 1929 .

lower

3. Lancaster Royal Grammar School, The Lancastrian, 12(April 1930),
pp ·.60-64.

4. The Bishop of Stepney, the Right Rev. C.E. Curzon, M.A., at the
Dedicat i on of the War Memorial Library, 3 March 1930. Reported
in The Lancastrian, 12(April 1930), pp.60-64.

5. An Anglican secondary day and boarding school for boys at
Southport on the Gold Coast.

6 . The Southport School,. The SOllthportonia':!., June 1949, p.6.

7. ·I bi d . , June 1956, p.17.
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priorities i n cons truction had shifted towards greater emphas i s on

,' i t s function a s a library r ather than as a memor i a l , though the

commemorative plaques and window s we r e r etained . !

What were the s e memor ial libraries like? In gener a l t he concern

that they be beautiful a s memorials rather than functional as

libraries produced smal l but attrac t i ve rooms , on the design o f which

much care ,had been lavished, a nd wh i ch conta i ned spec ial l y - bui lt

furniture, stained glas~ windows, and other comme morative f e a tures .

The sketch which f ollows shows the exterior of the free - sta nd i ng War

Memorial Library bu i lding a t Br isbane Grammar School : a building i n

the Got h i c ' s t yl e , s t r uc t ur a l ly akin t o English cathedral chapter

houses , and , wit~ its e x t reme height in rela t i o n t o its flo o r ' s ize ,

having much i n "ommon wi t h the Sydney Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park

a nd the Hall of Memor y i n the Australian War Memori al in Canberra .

This resemblance t o ecc lesiast i cal buildings , and the common

f eatures i t shared with other war memorial buildings , i s not l i ke l y

to have bee n entirely a cc i dental. The library, oc t agonal in shape ,

. was lit by twelve tall ."pe ace windows II . In the main wi ndows the

designs repres ented "Vi c t o r i a ll and "Pax "; in t he others "Ae qui t a s ",

lI~agnanimitas li I "Fides" , "Human i t as " t "Hories tia a " t "Fort itudo" ,

"Re tterentia ", "Of f i.cLum", ."Pi e t a s ", tlVeritas" were de picted . 2

,Ca rved wooden shelving pr o jected from the walls , and a few armcha i r s

provided seating, as t he photograph on page 682 s hows , A central

octagonal cabinet held a "golden book " which contained the name a rid

r ecor d of every Old Boy who s e r ved in t he 1914-1918 War. And around

1. ' I b i d . , June 1957 , p.6.
2. Brisba ne 'Gramrnar 'School 'Magazine , 27(June 19 2~), p.24, p .27 .
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The War Memorial Library , Brisbane Grammar School :
sketch, 1920. (From the School .)
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the walls were photographs and a collection of military relics,

mainly donated by Old Boys. The atmosphere ~onveyed by the photo-

graph of the library is rather more that of a chapel than a library

in the usual later twentieth century sense of a school library, The

book collection initially housed in .rt.h i.s library, consisting as it

did chiefly of the classics of English literature, history,

biography, and military works, reflected the aims of the founders.

Much of the collection was donated; few works in it were directly

related to the school curriculum of the 1920s. 1

At Lancaster Royal Grammar School the Memorial Library room,

still in use today, was on the first floor of a new building erected

in 1930. Even by the standards of the day the room was small,2

being nine and a half metres by seven. The south wall opposite the

double entrance door was mainly occupied by windows, of which the

centre one was a bay window containing stained glass panels with the

arms of the school and ~f the county. Light was provided by these

windows, by glass in the ceiling, and by a decorative lantern over

the doorway, in addition to ordinary lights over the side aisles.

The walls were finished with a light oak panelling to a height of ten

feet, ornamented with carved scrolls, and a border of fruit and

leaves in deep relief.. Above this was a broad frieze, in plaster

moulding. In the centre of the east wall was a shrine, containing

the Lamp of Remembrance,3 and facing this, on the west wall, as one

1. Ibid., 30(June 1927), p.15; 30(November 1927); 31 (June 1928);
32(November 1929), p.3.

2. Joan M. Potter, Old School Libraries of Lancashire: A Continued
History 1885-1978, (M.A. thesis, Loughborough University of
Technology, 1979), p.97.

3. The lamp was subsequently removed after an accident in which it
was knocked over and a fire started.
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Th~, : , " : ::::f~f~~,,~p,~:" ';9,#j:;, ,~?E;:, ': :':~a:r: : ,:,i'1~*o~i~l Library at Brisbane Granuna r Sc ho o l ,
:shOwi~lg /{,~~()' : ,:c?~:i:'::'!:he~' , ; 'st~ined 'g l a s s windows , the c ar ved bookca ses
e_xte~'d~rl<:f- :f_f9ur:, t,~~ '~wal l s into the c entre of the octagonal .ro om, some
o f the):=61:l_e;_c_~i2>n' of "ph o t.o q z-a ph s and memo rabi lia , and the octa go na l
glass'. c""a'se in" -~lh1.6h - the ""Gol den Book" a nd vari ou s war relics were
kept. Th e pho t o gr aph wa s p robabl y t ake n i n the 19 30 5 . (F r om the
School . )
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of t he accompanyi ng photographs shows , was the bra s s t abl et with

the names of "t ho se to who s e e nduring memory this library is

dedicated".! In each of t he four corners of the r oom were two

·doub l e - s i ded bookcases , of wa l nut , abo ut three metres hi gh, with

. carved cornices , and linen-fold panelling on the e nds to mat ch that

of t he walls . Original ly two t ables o f oak were provided , one long

and one short , with s eating for eleven people . 2 The nature of the

room has brought its problems for l ibrary de vel opment , the principal

on e o f which i s lack o f space . When the library was opened i n 1930

there were already 500 boys i n the sc hoo l , and so space for 6000

books and eleven readers wa s clearly going to be inadequate. Added

to this t he bookca s e s were o f neces sity pl a ced f airly close

together so t ha t there would be a clear view through t he aisles to

~he windows , t he sh r i ne , and t he plaques; as a r e sult a person o f

average height can ba r ely s ee the books on the top shel ves , let

alone read them . In t he Qu i ncentena r y history of the school , R.R.

Timberlake c ommented that while the library fulfilled the aims of

the f ounders i n bei ng "a worthy . memorial to t he fa l l e n "·, the

memor i a l character wh i ch dictated its form "has prevented [ i t] from

developing into the workshop that moder n ideas demand" a nd kept it

as what Lrr fact its s ponsors want.ed it to be , "a t hing .apart " .3

This is r eflected in the sombre, chapel-like a tmospher e which s t i l l

1. The Lancastrian, l 2(April 1930) , pp .60-64 .

2 . There is now one l ong tab l e , wh i ch mayor may not be t he
original .one , wh i ch a l i brarian's desk acros s the top of it i n
front of the bay window . There a r e fourteen ·chairs (no t the
originals) , t hough the room could no t comfortably s eat more
than t en people .

3 . R.R . Timberl a ke, "The Twentieth c entury "; ·i n J . L. Spencer (ed. ) ,
The Royal Grammar Schoo l La ncaster : .Quincentenary Commemorati ve
Volume , (Edi nb ur gh, 1969), p.24 .
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The tea r ~Iemor:ia l Lfbr e r y a t La ncaste r Royal Gramm ar Schoo l . Ph c t oc r-aj-.hs
t a xo n b y t .he author in 197 9 , s howd nq t .he memo r i a I table t s , a nd pe rt o :" ::1. ...
sta i ned gl ass i n t he bay .....Lnd o w .
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pervades the room, and in the fairly lavish spending on ornamenta-

tion rather than on fittings of a more functional character. 1

In these war memorial libraries there was often little or no

allowance made for the growth of the collection; little provision

of space or facilities for readers; and none at all for the

librarian or for the day-to-day work which a lending library in a

school normally involves. When schools in the second half of the

twentieth century have attempted to turn such memorial libraries

into curriculum-related resource centres, or to centres for

recreational reading, they have generally been less than successful,

since the buildings, appropriate as memorials or shrines, were not

really intended for heavy library use. Often in these memorial

libraries a great deal of money was spent on decoration appropriate

to the person or event which the building conunemorated, including

stained glass windows and elaborate lighting; on furniture and

other fittings; on glass cases, honour rolls, plaques, and other

commemorative furniture. On the other hand, comparatively little

money was spent on books or on equipment related to the buildings'

function as a library. These libraries, then, were often very

beautiful,_but when schools attempted to make them serve other than

decorative and commemorative purposes within the school, they

naturally proved inadequate.

The library at Lancaster Royal Grammar School is the only war

memorial library so rar mentioned which is still in use today. In

1979 lack of space for both books and readers was creating severe

1. The School Minute Book in 1928 records that the fittings alene
cost~1400. (MS, at the Schoel.)
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problems for s chool administrators , staff, and pupils, and the

library cou l d not be us ed for c lass wor k . A ne w sp l i t-l evel l ibrary

resource centre, incorporating t he o lder memor i a l in Some way,

r eached final p lanning stages in 1963. since the school was

vo l unta ry-aided, an e ighty pe r cent grant wa s expected f r om the

Coun ty Counc i l , subjec t to Depar tment of Educat i on and Science

app r oval. This appr ova l was withhel d by t he new Labour Government in

1964 , and building plans l aps ed .! At Br i sbane Grammar School t he War

Memor ial Library had e f fec tively ceased to function a s a s chool

library by 1933. 2 By the early 1930s a new l ending library had been

f ormed , including works pa r t icular l y related t o the Engl i sh s yl labus ;

t h is library, having more space than the War Memorial I,ibrary , grew,

while the o lder library became the preserve of the sixth Form . 3

Today the very attractive rOOm i s used a s a school museum . Over-

crowding soon became a problem in the memorial library at t he Sout h -

·po r t School too , despite the greater attention to t he needs of

library users given in t he planning. By 1967 large f or m librarie s

had been established t o augment ·the main library;~ in 1975 a new

library, the "Harle y Stumm Centre" , was under cons truction, t o ;0.

incl ude -a medi a centr e, the "Chauvel Centre".5

In t he twentieth cent ur y , a f t e r both the First a nd Second

World Wars, other war memorial s chool l i br a r i e s · were estab l i s hed , in .

the planning of which the l ibrary purpose was not s ubor dina t e to the

A Cont i nue d Hi story,
..... -School Librar i e s of Lancashire:Pot t er , Old

p .lOO.

2. Brisbane Grarnrnar ·School ·Magazine , 36 (June 1933), p. 61 .

1.

3. Ibid . , p .61.

4. The sout hportonian, ·J une 1967, pp .22-23 .

5 . Ibid . , 1975, pp.24 -26 .
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commemorative purpose, as it had been at both Lancaster Royal

Grammar School and Brisbane ·Gr amma r School. Some have features like

stained glass windows, statues, war memorial plaques, and other

decoration; but generally these are less elaborate and less con-

spicuous than in the libraries at Brisbane Grammar and Lancaster,

and they do not obscure the library function of the building.

At the Ravensbourne School for Boys, at Bromley in Kent,

formerly a grammar school and now comprehensive,l a committee was

f ormed in 1926 to plan a s chool war memorial, a nd to carry out the

work involved. Members of the committee represented the Borough

Council, the Education Committee, the school staff, the parents, and

Old Boys, who would all be involved in the fund-raising. 2 Early in

the 1920s the school librar~ which had been formed in 1911, the first

year of the school's existence ,3 was appealing for books to fill its

new bookshelves;4 by 1924 a small non-fiction s ec t i on had been

started, and the library collection, housed in a classroom, needed·

more space. S It was natural that, in response to this need, the

commi t t ee should decide to ask the Borough Council and the Education

Committee to allow a memorial library to be added at the end of the

school hall . The planned room, fifty-one feet .by twenty-five feet in

size,6 was to cost .t850 to .i.900 to build; in addition there would be

1. Established in 1911 as the County School for Boys, Bromley, in
1945 it was renamed the Bromley County Gramma r School. See
Bromley County Grammar School,Bromley Gr amma r School for Boys
1911-1961,JubileeBrochure, (n.p ., 1961), p.14 and p.1B.

2. Ravensbourne School for Boys, The Brom1eian, Summer Term 1926,
lIBGS War Memorial", n i p ,

3. Ibid . , 1 (Autumn Term 1911) r p .15.

4. Ibid. , 5 (Summer Term 1922), p.2BO; 5(Autumn Term 1922), p.3l2.

5. Ibid. , 6 (Autumn Term, 1924).

6. Ibid. , Lent Term 1934, p.5.
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the architect 's f ee s and fi t t ings . Thi s r oom, then , was to be

considerably l a r ger than that at Lancaster Royal Grammar Schoo l , but

the whole construc t ion was t o cost l ess t han t he memor i a l fit t i ngs

alone had cos t at Lancaster. l

This l i brary , opened on 30 -Nov embez' 1933 , i s an attractive room, .'

f unctional as a library , wi t h shelving i n 1979 for 6000 books and

with seating f or approximate ly forty boys . The memorial to the Old

Boys of t he school who fel l i n t he First World War , whi ch can be

seen in one of the accompanying photographs , consists of a commemora-

t i ve plaque, and beside it a l ar ge wooden Honour Roll . Beneath t h i s

plaque have been added two plaques re ferr ing t o the 1939-1945 Wor ld

War, and beneath them in a glass case t he Honour Rol l fo r that war.

The a r ea s ur r ound i ng t he 'memor i a l i s .kept free of books and l ibra r y

furniture, and occasional displays of war artifacts are mounted

there . Around the upper wal ls of t he r oom are decorat i ve wrea t hs of

r emembrance , clearly visible i n the f irst photograph , which shows the

memorial in 1935 or earlie r , be f or e t he Second World War addit i ons .

The l a t e r photograph shows t he l i br a r y in 1979, mor e crowded wi t h

extra she lving and othe~ furn i ture , but sti l l functional. 2

In Australia , a Peace Memori al Library was 'opened at Fairho lme

College , an i ndependent gir ls' day and boarding school at Toowoomba,

Queensland , in 1954 . The l i bra r y, in a room which had formerly been

a classroom and "Dorm 3 ", was f ur ni s he d by the Old Girls ' Associ a -

t ion as a tribute t o those Old 'Girls who had served in the force s

1. Ibid ., Summer Term 1926 , "BGS War Memorial", n .p .

2. I nf ormation collected on a personal v i s i t to the school i n
December 1979 .
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Th e Raven s bo urne Schoo l fo r Boys a t Bromley i n Kent .
s chool l ibra r y i n t he 1 9 30 s , f r om t h e Ca rne g i e Unite d
r e po r t on Libr a r i e s in Secondary Sc ho o l s , (Edi nburgh ,
t h e lib r a r y , pho tographed b y t he a u tho r i n 1 979 .

Abov e:
Kingd om
1936 ) .
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during the Second World War. l War memorial libraries were also

established at, among other schools, st. Ignatius' College, River-

view, Sydney, where the library was converted from the study Hall in

1959,2 and at The Hermitage School, Victoria, where the library was

built as a memorial to , girls of the, school who served in the Second

World War, with money from Old Girls, parents, and the school

itself, in 1953. 3

The establishment of war memorial libraries has not been

restricted to England and Australia. Given the number of endowed

memorial libraries which exist as independent entities in the United

States of America, it is probable that memorial libraries have been

established in schools. However the source material available to me

usually did not note this aspect of school library provision in

America . In New Zealand a free-standing library was built at

Takapuna Grammar School, Auckland, as a memorial to ex-pupils who

died in the Second World War.'4 And in Natal, South Africa, in the

1.. Anonymous, "Peace Memorial Library for Fairholme Collegen,
Toowoomba Chronicle, 19 July 1954, p.l. This library was
replaced in 1970 by a new and much larger library, erected with
the assistance of Commonwealth Government funds. Fa irhoIme
Magazine, December 1970, pp.12-13 .

2. Rev. John W. Doyle, "Saint Ignatius' College Library, Riverview",
Australian Library Journal, 13(1964); pp.156-158.

3. K.R. Wagstaff, "The Organisation and Development of School
Libraries in Australia," New Zealand, and South Africa at the
Secondary Level", Educational Libraries Bulletin, 13(1962), p.
21. This article was based on a dissertation submitted to the
Birmingham Institute of Education as part of its courses on
school librarianship, and written in, 1958. It appears to have
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