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CHAPTER ONE

THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF SCHOOL LI BRARIES

While the s choo l library is a widely occurring 'i n s t i t ut i on

which most people readily i dentify and understand ,l its hi story

t ends to be tre ated in the literature a s a subsidiary part 'o f t he

history of the p ub l i c or children' s library , or 'as a minor aspect

of educa t i ona l history. Some information on the h i story o f school

libr aries can be gl e aned from the work o f writers in the fie l ds of

library history , history of education , a nd the his t ory of chi ldr en 's

literature ; while material on indivi dual schoo l librarie s can some -

times be f ound in schoo l histories. There are publ ished h i storie s

of some older a nd well-known s chool l ibrarie s, but none o f schoo l

librarie s ge ne r a l l y , though the history of s choo l l ibrarie s in par-

ticular states or countrie s, often during a limited per iod , ha s

be en investigated in sever a l these s of varying l ength by r e searche r s

in Grea t Britain , the United of America , and Australia. No a t t empt

has been made , however, to ascer t a i n from this evi de nce general

t rends in s chool library deve lopment over the ce nt uries a nd in mor e

than one country; to analys e t he r e a s on s for the e xistence of

s choo l libraries; to dis cover the origins of the s chool l ibrary in

western education; or to a ccount for s i mil a r i t ies and di fferences

in s chool librarie s over time and in different places. It is

possi b l e that little attention has been pai d to the schoo l library

in historical studie s becaus e i t ha s t r aditi onally been seen a s

1 . ' J ean Ke y Gates , . Introduction to Librarianship , (2nd e dn , New
York , 1976), p .l .
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playing a dependent role in both e ducat i on and librarianship; its

budget , for instance , us ua l l y forms only "a smal l pa r t of that of

the school or of the public library author i t y , and its s t a ff , when

provided at all , has gener a l l y been l e ss well qualified than e i t her

the s chool teaching s t a f f or the p ub l i c library staff , until wel l

into the pres ent century . So while school libraries then have

usually only been seen as a s ubs i diary and not very i mpo rtant form

of librarianship in the general l ibrary historie s , they have also

been seen in general histories of education as "playing only a minor

r ole in e duca t ion , if they a r e menti oned at a l l.

with r egard t o s chool librarie s, Sidney L. J a ckson wrote in

19 74 in his general his t ory Li b r aries and Libraria nship in the west1

t hat "the s t ory o f an e nt i re t ype o f library service is so f ar

virtually unknown "r his c omment re mains s ubs t ant ial l y true t oaay.

Certainly there are few r eferences to s chool libraries in the

gener al histories of librari es and library ser vices ; Ja ckson 's own

book include s p robabl y the most comprehensive comments i n a general

work. Other library histori ans who do note the ea r l y existence of

s chool l i b r a r i e s tend to do so i n relation to monastic libraries,

as Ernest A. Savage does in his 1911 wor k Old Engl i sh Libraries ,2

or to s chool l i b r a ry ser~ices to the wider public , as i n Thomas

Kelly' s more r e cent "(196 6 ) Early Publi c Librarie s ; 3 Even in

Jackson ' s work , however , t he refe r ences to s choo l libraries are

f ew and scattered , particularly for the period before 1815. While

he does note that by the e a r l y nineteenth century s chool l ibraries

1. (New York, 1974), p O. 210 .

2 . (London, 19 11).

3. (London, 19 66) .



Ibid. , p .282

I bi d . , p .345 .

Ibid . , p.345 .

I bid . , p .247 .
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existed in some numbe rs , both in England and on t he Continent , l

e spe cially i n the Gymnasia and other s econdary schools , he queries

their e f f e ct i vene s s , since visitors and e va l uat ors like the French-

man Victor Cousin and the Americans Horace Mann and Henry Barna rd

s car ce l y mentioned them. However he concl udes that "whether school

libraries i n ea r l y nineteenth-century Germany - and France - were

inde ed incons equential , Or have been unde s ervedly neglected by

historians, is one more matter for re s earch ll
e
2 Again and again, in

dis cus sing later nineteenth cent ur y library history , Jackson r emarks

that various aspects of the history of s chool librarie s need furthe r

r e s e arch . He notes the abse nce o f any comparat ive s t ud i es of schoo l

libr ary de velopmen t ·· i n the var ious coun t r ies of Europe, including

England and France , whe re by the 1860s s mal l town s chool l ibr aries

were mak i ng s ome con t r i b ut i on to l o ca l li f e ;3 a nd the abs ence of

any r esearch into the r e l a t i onshi p between compulsory s chool a t t e nd­

a nce and library his t ory . 4 He points out t hat the provision of

s choo l l i bra r i e s by t he local public library s e rvice , usually

t h rough the school boa r ds, was a developing trend i n the United

States of America in the 18 70s and cite s evidence from st . Louis ,

but comments furthe r t hat "simi lar enterprises apparently had their

moments cont emporaneously in s e ver a l other l a r ge ci t i es , but the

aggregate evidence does no t seem to have been s t udied yet" . 5 And

again in discussing t he development of s choo l l ibr a rie s in nine ­

t eenth century France and their relationship t o '~ourgeois nation

1. J ackson , Libr arie s and Librarianship, p .282 .

2 .

3.

4.

5 .
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bui lding" , he notes that "the s choo l library s tory" i s "not readi ly

traceable ". 1 One i s l eft with the fee ling that while school

libraries may have been numerous in the past, too little is known

about them, their a i ms , their co l lect i ons , and their influence , to

assess the role they have p layed in the history of libraries and

librarianship .

American historie s of libraries and l i b r a r i ansh i p have general­

l y t ended, as is to be expected , to give gre at wei gh t to ninete enth

a nd t wentie th cent ury Ameri can library history , at the e xpense of

e a r l ier Europe a n l i br a r y h i story. Jean Key Gat es , for instance, in

her t extbook Introduction t o Librarianship , cove red "the story of

libraries" from ancient times to the twentieth century in Europe i n

f orty-three pgaes , then devoted s i xteen p a ge s to nine t eenth century

Amer ican library his tory , and a furthe r full sec t i on o f 110 pages

to an historical cons i de r a t i on of "Kinds of Libraries and Library

Servic e s " in America . A substanti a l sub-s e ction on liThe Schoo l

Library · Media Centre" treated "the development of t he school library

to 1960" , s i nce "a l ook .a t i t s history may s hed s ome l i gh t on why it

has grown as it has and why its current vs t.atus i s what i t is" .2

Nevertheless tne many s chool libraries in nineteenth a nd ea r l y

twent1e th century Ame rica are dismissed in les s t ha n a paragraph ,

s i nce "the s chool libraries which first appeared were used little ,

and their contribution to the t eaching-learning process was mini ­

mal " • 3 No evidence is p resented to s upport the first part of thi s

statement; a nd while these l i b r a r i e s may have been used l es s t ha n

L Ibid . , p.345 .

2 . Gates , I nt r o duc t i on to Librarianship , p .166 .

3 . I b i d . , p. 166.



6

schoo l librarie s in the 1980s, there i s no proof that the s chool

l ibrarie s in the 1920s , when Gates ' s urvey r eally begins, were used

substantial l y more tha n t hose o f , say , 1900 . The second pa r t of

t he quotat ion assumes that t he p urpose of school libraries has

a l ways been to s uppor t ins truction in the school ; t h is ignores the

fact t hat s choo l lihrari e s were often estahli shed f or other purpo s e s

unre l a ted to schoo l i nstr uction , as , for instance, meet ing the

r ec r ea t i on al r eading needs of the childr en , or the needs of adult

members o f t he commun i ty. This doe s not make them any l ess s choo l

l i bra rie s, a nd t o judge them by the s tandar ds of one type of s chool

l i bra r y , that of t he school l i br a r y e stab l i shed to suppor t t eaching

a nd l e a r ni ng in the schoo l , is t o j udge t hem un f a irly.

Elme r D. J oh nson i s anothe r American library historian who has

g iven great weight to t he history of librarie s in t he Uni ted States

of America in h i s general library his t ori e s . I n the second edi t i on

of· his Hi story o f Librarie s i n the Western World! in a l on g chapt e r

devote d to "Euro pe a n Publi c Li braries since 1500", and a s ubsequent

chapter devoted t o "Special Libraries in Moder n Europe" , considered

country by countr y , he made brief r e f e r e nce t o school lihrari es ,

1 . (Metuche n , N.J . , 1970) .
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including those of Engi and,l poland, 2 Rumania ,3 Italy ,4 a nd Sweden . 5

A late r chapter deal t wi th "School Librarie s in the united States!, ;

here he , unlike Gates , considered in some detail nineteenth century

school l ibrary devel opments . Howeve r in the third edition of

History of Lib r arie s i n t he Western -Wor l d , written wi t h Michae l H.

Ha r ris,6 this chapce r i s r e duced to a sec tion of a chapt er on " ~bd-

ern Ame r ican Librarie s" . The sec t i on be gi ns with t he s tatement that

"while some f eeble beginnings in the a rea of school library service s

were made ear l y in the ni neteent h century , it was not until a f ter

1900 t ha t school l ibrarie s in the moder n sense of the t erm became

f ai r ly general " .7 This view i s c l ose t o that o f Gates in the assump-

tions that "r e a l" s choo l libr a r y de ve lopment began only s ixty to

e i gh t y yea r s ago , and that only e ar l y schoo l l ibr aries whi ch sha r e d

the a ims of the moder n American "s chool library media centre" s ho u l d

be s e r ious l y considered i n a schoo l l ibrary history . I n another

general library history by Johnson , Communica t ion : An Introduction

t o t he Hi story of Writing , Pri nting , Books , a nd Librari e s,8 in a

1. Though here he s a ys (p. 223) that "in t he late s e venteenth cen­
tury . • •the privat e g rammar schools made p r i mi t ive begi nnings
t owa r d l i b rary col l ect ions " , and in the third e di t i on o f this
work (Met uchen , N.J ., 197 6 , p .252 ) says "many of t he private
s chools [i. e . the publ i c and grammar schools o f England] have
had libra r ies s in"ce t he seventeent h c e ntury ", s ome g rammar
schools in ~act had librarie s more t ha n a ce ntury earl ier . The
e xample s he h imse l f gives in the second e di t i on (p . 264) o f ear l y
school librarie s a re both from the s ixteent h century - Shrews­
bury, dat i ng from t he late l500s, and Mer chant Taylor s' School,
London, from 1561 .

2 . I bid. , p.2 37 .

3. Ibid. r p.239 .

4. I b i d . , p .242.

5 . Ibid . , p . 24 7 .

6 . (Me t uchen, N.J . . 1976) •

7 . p .282.

8. (4t h e OO , Metuche n , N.J . , 1973) •
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chapter on lIModern Amer i can Libraries" a s e ction on Amer i can s c ho o l

library hi story begins :

The school library as we know it today in the United States is
almost en t i r e ly a 20 t h - cent ury development . The 1800s had seen
many acade my librari es, schoo l district libr aries a nd Sunday
school col lect ions , but a t the turn of the cent ury there were
few pub l i c s chools with anything like workable libraries. l

The nineteenth century school di strict librarie s, the Sunday s choo l

libraries, and the academy l i b r a r i e s , are tre ated in more detail in

a chap t e r on "American Librarie s 1775-1850", but no more sympat het i c-

ally ; 2 the judgements made are based on twentieth century s tandar ds

o f schoo l library ser vi ce . When judgements a r e made in this way ,

the pas t a l ways los es, and the very r eal contributi on which the se

l i brarie s made to the life o f sma l l commun i t ies , and to the de ve l op-

ment o f l i brary ser vi ces .ge ne r a l l y , t ends to be undere stimat ed .

While Ame r ican his t orians were attempting to show the school

library as a t wen t iet h century phenomenon, John Hirst in an histori-

cal out l ine i n an M.Ed . thesis on New South Wales s chool libr aries

written in 19673 s ugges ted , without supplying evidence , that the

hist o ry o f s chool libraries could be traced back a t l e ast to ancient

Rome. This link may e xist , but it i s not ·supported at pre s ent by the

evidence available. Raymond Irwin , in his work The English Library:

So urces and Hist o ry (1966 ) ,4 l ooki ng at the background against which

librarie s generally have developed from classical and medi e va l times

down t o the ni neteenth century , de spite his aim t o "dispel the

1. I b i d. , p.249.

2 ; I bid. , pp . 158 - 159 .

3 . School Libraries in New South Wales as Instruments of Education ,
(M. Ed. t he sis, Un i versi t y of Sydney , 196 7) , p. 7.

4. (London,1966 ) .
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illusion .. t hat the libraries we see a round us have nothin g to do with

Athens , Alexandria and Rome, wi th Cons tantinop le and I slam .•. ", I

f ailed to indi cate a di rect link between the primary and s econdary

school l ibrarie s o f t oday (a s dist i nct from p ubl ic and ter t i a ry

libr ari es) and a counte r pa r t in the c lassi ca l world. While

l ibraries appear t o have been establishe~ f o r instance, in Plato's

Aca demy about 385 B. C. , Ar i s t otle' s Lyce um i n 336 B. C. , and the

school o f Epicur us in 306 B. C. ,2 the se s chool s of philosophy wer e

more cl osel y r ela t ed to the universities o f t oday than to our

schools . 3 I rwin does howe ver present s ome e vi dence f or school

libra r i e s r ela t e d t o monastic school s i n the Middle Age s, a nd fo r

t he sec ular cathe dral school and its l i bra ry a t Yo r k i n the e ight h

a nd nint h cent ury , 4 a s does Ernest A. Savage in hi s Ol d Eng l ish

1. I bid., p.13.

2. ~,ymond Irwin, The He ri t age of the Eng lish Lib r a ry, (Lon don,
1964), Chapte r 4 , pp . 43 -53 , and Irwin , The English Lib rary :
Sources and History~ p. 24, p. 80.

3 . Johnson and Harris in t he t hi r d edition of the Hi s t ory of
Librar ies in the Western Wo r l d , p. 53, cla s s the s e as t ertiary
l ibrar ies , quoting Polyb i us' description o f t hem. But they also
i ndi ca t e, wi t hout s tating sour ce s , t ha t t here are r e cords o f one
"s e condary s choo l ", ' t he ptolemaion in Athens I where t he s t ude n t s
presented "one h undred books annual ly t o t he school l i brary as a
graduat :l.on gift " . (p. 53). This school refe r r ed to was p robab l y
one o f the "epheb.i a " ; they had a wi de syl l abus , and though i t
was not an academical ly advanced one , the ephebes were yo ung men
who had got b eyond secondary school age and who had a l ready
finished the ir secondary s chool i ng . The a im of these schools was
to p romote i ntel lect ual and ' physical c ul t ure, a s a bas is for a
fashionable life. H.I. Marrou i n A History of Educat ion in
Antiqui t y , (London, 1956), p .lSS , quotes evidence from
I ns crip tione s Graecae, editio minor , that the s e s chool s had
libraries , as in the ptol emaion in Athens , and t hat in t he second
and f i rs t centur ies B.C . each a nnual c lass was apparently ob l iged
t o p rovi de a ba t ch o f one hundr e d volumes. Howeve r i t would seem
impossi b le t o class the se as secondary school libraries.

4 . Irwin , The Engl ish Libra r y : Sources and Hi s t o ry, pp. l Ol - l02 .
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Li b r a r i es. ! These a re a lso discussed in F . Wormald and C. E. Wr ight' s

The English Library before 1700. 2

Many lib r a rie s i n schoo ls ', e special ly the grammar schools in

Engl and, from the sixteent h century onwards, offered a service t o

the publ ic , or , at l e ast, t o those members of t he l ocal ccmmun i ty ,

like c le rgymen and t ea chers , who would benefi t f rom access to a

lib r a r y collection . Some of t hese schoo l librari e s , particular l y

t hose at Guildford Grammar School (15 73) , Shrewsbury School (1596 ) ,

Coventry Grammar School (1602), Bury Grammar School (be f o re 1634) ,

a nd King 's Norton (1665) , are discussed ve ry brie fl~ in r elation t o

public libra r y development , by Thomas Kel ly i n his Early Publ i c

Librarie s. 3 This book grew out o f Kelly ' s r e s e a r ch for his much

larger History of Public Librarie s i n Great Britain; the mate ria l

was o r igi nal l y intended as a pre l i minary chap te r fo r the l arger wor k

on pre cursors to t he rate-aided public l i brarie s which develope d in

the mid-nine t eenth century . He hims e l f s a i d in ,h i s p reface to th~

forme r tha t when he began t he research he had "no i de a how plentiful

and how rich in interest the fie l d wou ld p r ove t o be " . If He r e ga rded

thi s history neverthe less as "no more than a pre liminary s urvey " I i n

which he "t rie d to provide a n out line o f the s t o ry , and t o r e veal

the main pat tern of development " . 5 The r e i s ce rtainly a vai l able a

g reat dea l o f mater ial on t hose school lib r ari e s whi ch he mention~

a s providi ng a ser vi ce to the p ub l ic , particularly on the libraries

l. (London , 1911) , pp. 35- 37 .

2 . (London , 1958) •

3 . (London , 1966 ) , p .71 , p . 74, p . 76 , p. 80 .

4. Ibid . r p . 5 .

5 . Ibid. , p .5 .
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at Shrewsbury,l GuiIdford , and Bury; there are a lso many ot he r such

school libraries which he does not mention , for which document a t i on

is available in the form of charters , catalogues, r egisters , and

e ven surviving book c o l lec t i o n s .

In his History of 'Pub l i c Lib r a r i e s in Gr e a t Brit ain 1845~1975 , 2

Kelly cont i nue d the story of British public libraries from the time

immediately preceding the Public Libraries Act of 1850 , the Act which

int r oduce d the rate -aided public l i b r a ry conducted by a l ocal author-

ity . In this wor~ to~ he mak e s r eference to s ome de velopments in

s choo l library s e r vi ce in r e l a t i on to public l.i b r a r i e s, inc luding the

est abl ishmen t , from the 1880s onwards, of plwlic library branches in

s chool s , 3 and extension work among s chool children , including the

organis ation of clas s visits , lante rn l e ctures , and s t or y hou~s. 4

1 . In an essay , "Community Readers at Shrewsb ury School Library",
Paul Kaufman says : "The lib r ary of Shrewsbury School is one of
a not eworthy c lass ~ot limiting its se rvice to the schoo l f amily,
but , like Coventry, Guildfo rd, the Bl uecoat of Nottingham , Bury
in Lancashire , Lewisham, and more recently Chirbury and King's
Nort on, serv i n g a wider community ". Paul Kaufman , Libr arie s and
Thei r Users, (London , 1969} , p.128. He himself in s ur veyi ng
community l ibraries has don e some further work on the "school­
town " librarie s ; but whi l e some individua l inst ituti o n s h a ve a,
written history , there is at present no adequat e ge ner a l survey
o f a l l s uch ·l i b r a r ies . Ibid. , p . 132 . Art i c les published on the
ear l y history o f shrewsbury Schoo l Library include two by a
f ormer librarian o f the Schoo l : J .B. Ol dham, "Shrewsbury School
Library: its e a r l ier hi s t o ry and organi zation" , The Li brary ,
four t h ser ies , 16( 1935), pp .49-60 ; and "Shrewsbury Schoo l
Library", The Libra ry , fifth ser i e s , 14 (1959 ) , pp . 81-99 .

2 . (London , 1977).

3 . As at Leeds i n 1883 , ibid . , p .50 , p .80 , and at Norwich i n 18 89 ,
ibid., p . 197 . The Kenyon Repo r t a utho r s noted that by the 1920s
113 library a ut hor i t i es were act i vely co- ope rat i ng in the pro­
vision of school libraries , ibid. , p.245.

4 . Ibid . , p.197.
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Whi le he ment ions t hat t here was some conf l i c t in t he early twentieth

cen t ury a s t o whe ther school librarie s s houl d be p r ovided by the

education authority or the l i b r a ry a ut hor i t y , Kelly does not follow

this up; he s i mply note s tha t "t he vari ety of financial a r r ange -

ments was bewi ldering . Sometimes the education authority met t he

e nt i re cos t , someti mes it cont r i b ut e d par t of t he cost, but qui te

often i t gave nothing " , l citing variously systems i n operat i on at

Cambridge , Cardi f f , Edi nbur gh , and Hul l . 2 However the se are only

p assing r eference s in a very substant ial book. In 1977 Kel ly p r o-

duced an abr i dged and i l l ustr ated version of this wo rk , Books f or the

People ,3 whi ch also incorporated in i t s f i rs t chap te r some of the

mate r i a l from his Early p ub lic Li b r arie s . This new work , par ticular-

l y through i t s illustrations and their cap t i ons , made reference t o

seve ral ear l y schoo l libraries which o f fe r ed service to the public ,

parti cularly Bury,4 Gui l d f o r d , S and Lewi sham,6 and t o late nineteenth

and t wentieth centur y developments in public l i b r a ry ser vice to

schools , including ser vi ces offered at Boot Ie , Cardiff , Leeds , and

Norwich. 7 But while the illustrations i n this work a re useful in

giving a mor e accurate i mpre s sion of t he various l i b r a r y serv~ces ,

even l e s s information about them i s gi ven than in the t wo previously

dis cus se d works , as i s on ly to be e xpected in a popular history .

Aspect s of public l i b r a ry ser vice to s chool s were a lso cons i d -

1. Ibid ., p . 295 .

2 . I b i d ., pp. 296-297 •

3 . Thomas Kel l y , Books for the Peopl e : An Illustrate d History of
the British Public Library , (London, 1977 ) .

4 . I b i d ., p .23 .

5 . I bid ., p. 26.

6. I bi d. , p . 27

7 . I bid. , p .133 and p .134 .
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ered very briefly by W.A. Munf o r d in his 1951 work on nineteenth and

t wentieth century public librarie s, Penny Rate : Aspects of British

Pub l i c ·Li bra ry Hi story 1850-1950, 1 agai n in relation to the alter-

natives of provision by t he public library authority or by the

e ducat i on authority.2

Some r eference is made to s chool librarie s in library h i stories

which deal with special i sed aspects of librarianship. The first

comprehensive s t udy in English o f library furniture and fittings,

The Care of Books, by John Willis Clark, p ub l i she d in 1901 wi th a

second edi t i on in 1902,3 provided a great dea l of ba ckground inforrna-

tion on library development, important fo r the historian of e a r l y

schoo l l i br ar i e s . This work was in part bas ed on an ea r l i e r book by

Cl a rk and his uncl e , R. Willis, The Ar ch i tect ural Hi s t ory o f t he

Universi t y and Col leges of Cambridge, p ub l ished i n 1886, which in-

c luded an ess ay on "The Library" • While discoverie s made s i nce 1901

by h i storians a nd archaeologists have ca use d some of Clark ' s con-

clusions to be invalidated ,~ The Care o f Books neverthele ss rema i ns

the c lassic work i n its .f i e l d . I n it Clark di scus sed the develop-

ment of s ome ea rly s chool librarie s , including t hose of Eton

coll ege,5 Worce ster ,6 and Winchester College ,? p ar t i cular l y with

.r e gar d to their arch i t e ct ure , furniture , and o rganisation . Cl ark 's

1. (London, 1951) .

2. Munfo rd, Penny Rate , p.lll.

3. (Cambridge, 1902 ).

4 . Burnett Hillman St reete r , The Chained Libr ary , (London , 1921),
p .xvi.

S. Clark, The Ca r e of Books , pp.238, 263 .

6 . Ibid . , pp.121-123.

7 . Ibid., p. 102.
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work was extended and s upplemented by cano n B.H. St ree ter , whose

book The Chained Li bra ry, a s urvey of the de ve lopment of the English

libr ary, i ts f i t t i ngs and equipment , appea red i n 1931 . Fres h docu-

mentary evi de nce , and per sonal ob s e r vation in l ibrari es, e nab l ed him

to add to, and to co r r ect , s ome of the work of Cl ark, while at the

same t i me he des cribes l i b r aries which were not e ven ment ioned by

Clar k . The chained libr aries o f t he Royal Grammar Schoo l a t Gui l d -

fo r d ,l and of Bolton School in Lancashi r e, 2 we r e de scr ibed b y both

o f t hese wri ters , with Streeter bei ng able to r eport t hat as a

result of Cl ark' s visit t o Gui ldfor d in 1893, that library had been

r estored and some fur the r r esear ch ca r ried out on its his tory.3 In

another specialised area, tha t of t he contents o f library collect ions

a nd the p r ove nance of libra ry books, N. R. Ker, the autho r ity on

medieval libra ry co l lect ions , inc l uded s o me re f erenc e s t o t h e books

i n t he Coll ege library collections a t Eton and Winchester in his

Medieval Li bra rie s of Great Britai n : a Li st of s urviving books . 4

In the field of Austral ian libr ary hi story t he re i s no standar d

monograph wo rk ; the authors of those h i storical surveys of

Aus tral i an librarie s which a re a vai lable , while mentioni ng s chool

l ibr a ries, conside r them o nly as a co mp a r ati vely r e cent phe nomenon ,

gene ral ly ignoring school libra ry provi s i on made before the ear ly

1930s. The most co mpr e hensive historical account, fo r i nstance,

writt en by R. McGrea l , Deput y Pri ncipal Librarian of t he Public

1. Clark, The Care of Books , pp . 151-15 2, p. 260; Streeter, The
Chained Li brary , p. 294.

2 . Clar k , The care of Books , p.261; St ree ter , The Cha i ned Library,
pp.298- 302 .

3. Str eete r , The Cha ined ·Library, p. 294.

4. (2nd e dn , London , 1964).
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Libr a r y of New South Wales , a s a n article on "Libraries" for the

second ed i t i on of The ·Aus t r a l i an .Encyclopaedia , .cont a i ns a brief

comment on the development of school l i braries from the 1930s . Fr om

that date on , Mc Greal maintained, there had been "an incre a sing

awarene ss of the importance of the library in the school " , l but there

is no r eference to school libraries in the nineteenth or ea r l y t went -

i eth century , de spite the fact that the ear l ier h i story of other types

of Austral i an l i br a r i e s , including s tate , univers i t y , public , and

ch i l dren ' s libr aries , i s discus sed in some detail . 2 In a chapter on

"History a nd struct u r e o f Library Serv i c e s " in the s econd e d i t i o n of

Aus tralian Libraries by J ohn Bal naves and Peter Biskup ,3 no informa-

tion on school l i brarie s i s included; and a chapt er on "Schoo l

Libraries " in the s ame wo.rk contains onl y a very brief sect ion which

considers the his t ory of schoo l l ibrary provision only as f ar back

a s the ear l y 1930s . 4 In his Pre s identia l Addre ss to the Library

As soc i ation of Australia in 1973, Harrison Bryan , then Librarian

of the University of Sydney , l ooked at t he deve l opment of Australian

librarie s during t he previous twenty-five years - the years o f h i s

own exper ience as a profe ssional librarian. S In doing so he r emarked

tha t i t would have been difficult to say anything sub s t ant i a l about

s choo l librarie s be f ore the 1939- 1945 World War· s i nc e "i t was

1 . I n Vol.5 , (2nd edn , Sydney, 1958) , p .307.

2. The a r t i c le on "Libraries " in the third edition of The Australian
Encycl opaedia , Vo l . 4 , (Sydney , 1977) , pp .6-15, i s ba s ed on the
a rticl e by R. McGr eal i n the s econd edi t i on , updated with a new
i ntr oduction by Harrison Bryan. It s brief sec t ion on school
l i br a r i e s i s abr i dge d from the ea r l ier article, and no further
historial material is included .

3. (Sydney,1975 ).

4 . Ibid., p.89.

5 . "Towards Libraries for t he Nation: Twenty-five Years of
Austral i a n His tory, 1948-1973"; ·Aus t r a l i an· Li b r a r y J our na l ,
22 (1973 ) , pp .350-358 .
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diff icul t • . . to comment constructively on what did not exist~.l Yet

even t he critical a ut ho r s of t he Munn- pitt Repor t of 1935 on

Aus t r a l ian l ibraries 2 had admi t ted that s chool libraries, however

inadequate a nd unworthy of the name , did e xi s t , a nd the r e i s in

fac t considerable e vi dence of s choo l library provision in Australia

f rom t he middle of the ninetee nt h cen tury. Bryan i n his brief com-

ments on schoo l libraries in this speech rightly s t ressed the great

advance in schoo l library provision as a r esult of Fe de ral gove rnme nt

f unding f r om t he 1960s , but unde res t imated the impo rtan ce o f what had

be en achie ve d to t ha t t i me.

* * * * * *

While s chool l i b r ari e s then have ge neral ly been seen mere l y as

a s ubs i di a ry and no t ve ry i mpor t ant form of libra ry p r ovisi on in the

gene r a l libra ry h i storie s , t hey have a lso been seen in the ge ne r a l

historie s o f educat ion as p layi ng on l y a s ma l l rol e in education , if

t hey have been mention ed at a l l . While many of t he t extbook -type

s ur veys of t he history o f educati on in the wes ter n world do make

occas i o nal references to public , monas t ic , o r scholarl y libraries, a

r eference i n the m t o pri mary or s e conda r y school librarie s i s e xt reme -

ly rare . Adolphe E. Meyer , fo r instance, in his Educational Hi story

of t he Western world , 3 r efers to several librari e s , i ncl uding that at

Aristot le 's Lyceum,4 t he Helleni s tic library at Alexandria in Egypt,S

1 . Ibi d . , p . 355

2 . Ralph Munn and Erne st R. Pi tt , Australian Libr a ries:
of Conditions a nd suggestions for The i r Improveme nt ,
1935), p . lD 5 .

3. (New York, 1965) .

4. I b i d . , p.35.

5. Ibid., pAl.

A Summary
(Me lbourne,
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the public libraries of Rorne, including t ha t established by t he

Emper o r Vespasian ,l t he medi eva l monastic l i b r a r i e s , 2 t he mosque

l i b r ari e s of tenth century Baghdad,3 and the l i bra r i e s of sixteent h

cent ury French humani s t scholars. However he makes no r eference i {.

his his t ory to school l i b r a r i e s, even when discussing , in his final

chapter . modern educational his t ory in the united States of Amer i ca .

A s i mi l a r treatment of libraries i s apparent in other general

histories . In the s econd edition of his A History o f Weste r n

Education , H.G . Good4 mentioned the Hellenistic library a t

Ale xandri a ,S a public l i b r a ry contemplated in Rome by Julius

Caes a r , 6 the librarie s of medieval mon asteries , 7 the l i bra ry at St.

Mark 's in Venice, 8 and the l i b r a r i e s of fifteenth century I taly ,

including t he Vati can l ibrary .9 Again there i s no mention of s chool

l i braries , apar t from an indirect r eference to Al cuin' s e i ght h

cen t ur y l i b r a ry at Yor k , lO The t h i r d edition of this wor k , ~

Hi s t ory of Western Eduoation by Harry G. Good a nd Jame s G. Teller , ll

conta i ns even fewer r efe r ence s to l i b r ari e s . The limited discussion

of the ancient libr aries has been r emoved; the only s urvi vi ng

L Ibid . , p .5l.

2. ' Ibid., pp .72-73 fand incorrectly l i s t ed i n the i ndex as p . 73
on ly) .

3. Ibid. , p .9b.

4 . (New York , l ' :» .
5 . Ibid ., p.37 .

6 . Ibid . , p , 53 .

7. Ibid. , pp .69ff.

8. Ibid . , p .12l. This reference is not lis t e d in the inde x of the
work .

9 . Ibid ., P . 120 .

10. I b i d. , p.69.

11. ( [New York], 1969) .
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mentions of libraries are references to the fifteenth century

l i b r a r i e s of the Italian citie s ! and a brief r e f erence to UNESCO 's

o
role in l ibrary development in the twentieth cent ury . ~ In the first

volume of his History of Weste rn Education, subtitled The Ancient

World,3 James Bowen mentions six l i b r arie s, none of which was a

s choo l library ; 4 in the second volume , s ub t i t l ed ·Ci vi l i za t i on of

Europe, Si xt h to Si xteent h Century, S there i s no reference to

libraries at all. I n the Hi s tory of We s t e rn Education by William

Boyd and Edmund J. King, 6 there is on ly one mention of libraries -

the public libraries of the Emperor Augustus;7 and i n Edward J.

Power ' s Ma i n Current s in the Hi story of Educat i onS there i s no r efer-

ence to libraries a t all .

In wo r ks covering the history of educat i on in s pec i f i c periods ,

there i s a l s o a marked l ack o f concern f or school libraries. Like

most of the more general h i stories , the History of Education i n

Ant i qui ty, by H.I. Marrou,9 while containing seve r a l allusions to

1 . Ibid . , p.125.

2. I b i d . , p .315

3. (London , 1972) .

4. The s e l i b r a r i e s were: the library of Ass u r ba ni pa l in Nineveh,
p .61 ; the l i b r a ry of Aristotle , p .128; t he library at Alexan­
dria, pp . 140 f f ; t he library at Pergamum , p . 145 , p .192 ;
libraries in Rome , p. 182, p .194 ; and t he library at Vivarium,
p. 329.

5. (London , 197 5) .

6. (lOth e dn , London, 19 72).

7. I bid . , p ,78.

8 . (2nd e dn , New York, 197 0) .

9 . Translated by George Lamb, (London , 1956).
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various t ype s o f librarie s, does not r efer t o school l ibra ries;!

s imi larly Willi am Bar c lay , i n his Educational I deals i n "t he Ancient

Wor l d , 2 wh i le mentioning t he publ i c l i b r arie s i n Rome, omi t s r e f er­

ence t o schoo l libr aries . 3

t he justification that it is do ub t f ul whet her t he equival e nt of our

pr ima ry or seconda r y schoo l libraries exi s ted i n t he a ncient wor l d .

Arthur F . Lea ch, in his Sc hools of Medieval England ,~ menti oned

briefly Acca' s library at Hexham, S the eight h centur y l i brar y assoc ­

iated wi t h Alcu i n 's schoo l and the Mi nst er at York, 6 and the l ater

l i brary of Winchester col lege ;7 yet in his ot her works on educat i on -

a l his tory, a nd particular ly in hi s histories o f i ndi v i dua l school s ,

he frequent l y i ncluded i nf ormation on s choo l l ibr a r i e s. In his

a r ticle o n "Schools" in the Victoria Hist ory o f the Count y of

w~nvick,8 f or instance, he descr ibed the forr~tion o f a l ibra~y in

1654 a t King Edward VI School , Bi r mingh am9 and i n 1602 a t Cove nt r y

Gra mmar School; 10 a nd in his Ear ly Yorkshi re Schools11he di s cus s ed

1 . The ' libra ries of t he ephebi a of Athens are r efe rred to on pages
187-188 ; the l i brary a t Alexandria on page 189 ; the third
century libr ary of Or igen in Caesarea on page 328; the ear l y
monas t ic l i braries ·o f the s i xt h cent ury on page 333; a nd Pope
Agapet us ' attemp t in 534 A.D. to crea te a scholars ' library in
Rome.

2 . (London, 1959) •

. 3 . See p.167, p . 182 , p. 273, for r eference s t o Roman p ub l i c
libraries.

4. (London , 1915).

5 . Ibid . , p.48 .

6 . Ibid., pp. 60-62.

7. Ibid., p.306 .

8 . Wi l l i am Page (ed .), Vol.2, (London, 1908).

9. Ibid., pp.350-35l .

10 . I b id . , p.325.

11. Arthur Franci s Leach, Ea rly Yorkshi re Schools , .Vo l ume 1 , York,
Bever ley , Ripon , (London, 1899), and Early Yorkshi re Schools ,
Volume 2 , Ponte fract , Howden, Northallerton , Aca s t er, Rother ham,
Giggleswick , Sedberg , (Leeds, 1903).
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the ear l y seventeent h century librarie s at Bever ley Grammar SchoOl , l

and a t Rot her ham Grammar School. 2 Another his t orian of Eng l ish

grammar schoo l educ a t ion , Foster Watson , i n his Eng l ish Grammar

Schools to 1660,3 while discussing the provision a nd use of sc~ool~

books in great detail, as well as the curriculum of the gramma r

schoo ls , their organisation, and c lassroom practice , did no t ment ion

school libraries, t hough as the work of Leach a nd o thers ha s shown,

many of these s chools d id ha ve librarie s by 1660. However W.A.L.

Vincent 's his t ory The Grammar Schools : Their Continui ng Tradition,

1660-1714,4 whi ch fo l lows on from t he wor k of Watson , contains a f ul l

c hapter o n "Gr anunar Schoo l Libra rie s", g i v ing the mos t comprehensive

accoun t t o appear i n a ny general his t ory of educat ion . This vast

d ifference in t r ea t ment o f s choo l libr aries in the work .of Watson on

the grammar schools t o 1660 and of Vi ncent on the same SChOOi S aft e r

1660 can pr obably be accoun ted for by t he na ture o f the sources

avai lable for information on schoo l l i braries. To t he middle of the

seve nteent h century most ev i dence for the ·e xi s t e nce o f schoo l

librarie s in t hese s chools i s s cattered a nd i s o f ten in manus cri pt

fo rm i n foundation deeds, in wills, in ca talogue s , in the provenance

o f t he books thems elves. But from around 16 50 more easi l y access i b l e

evi dence i s ava i l able, since there appears t o ha ve been a n increa sing

awareness among € duc ators a t that time o f the value o f a proper l y

o rganised librar y . In 1650, for ins tance , J ohn Dury publ ished his

1. Ibid ., Vol .l, pp. l i v - l v .

2 . I bid. , Vol. 2, p . lxxi i a nd p .lxxiv. Leach' s work has be en dis­
c ussed in some detail by W.E. Ta t e in his A.F. Leach a s a
Hi s t ori a n o f Yorkshir e Education , (York, 1963).

3. The English Grammar Schools t o 1660 : Their Curricul um ·a nd
Pract ice , (London, 1908) .

4 . (London, 1969).
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smal l treatise on ·library organisation. The Ref ormed Librarie­

Keeper . 1 a nd t en years l ater Charle s Hoole,in ·A New ·Di s covery of

t he Old Art o f Teaching ·Schools • •.• 2 r ecommended the formation of

~ibraries in schools where they did not exist. and s ugges t ed sui t -

able book s. In the ear l y 1670s Chris t opher Was e of Oxford conducted

his wide~anging s urvey of the e ndowed gramnar schools of England,

asking. among ot her things. about the l i braries possessed by the

schools. In 167 8 Wase publ i shed a s mal l book as a r e sult of his

r e s ea rch. Cons i de r a t i on s Concerning Free-Schools.3which po i nted o ut

the val ue o f a libra r y in a s chool . Vincent wa s a ble t o make us e

of t his and ot he r mater ial i n his s ur vey o f grammar school librari es

f rom 1660 to 1714. wherea s no such s ur veys or manuals o f p r act ice

exist for ·t he period before 1650.

As wi th t he general historie s. hi stor i e s of educat ion in

Australia usually contai n f ew. if any. r e f e r ences to s choo l librar-

i e s. des pite the f act that schoo l libraries were in existence in

s ome school s from a t l east the middle o f t he nineteenth cent ur y . In

Alan Barcan "s r ecent Hi s tory of Aus t ralian Educ a t ion ;4 which cove r s

Australian educa t i on . gove rnment and indepe ndent, a t a l l l evels f r om

pre-s chool to t ertia ry. and from the p r e - 178 8 educational practice s

. o f the Australian Aborig~nal tribe s to the c ur rent educat i ona l

trends of the lat e 1970s. the r e are no index reference s to s choo l

libraries. Such l i brar i e s are ment i oned twice in the t ext, though

1. The Refor med Li b r arie-Keeper. with ·a s upp lement to the Reformed
Schoo l . . . • (London, 1650).

2 . (London, 1660).

3. Considerat ions Conce r n i ng Fr e e-Schools. as sett l ed i n England .
(Oxford, 1678).

4 . (Melbourne. 19 80) .
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onl y in pas sing: in 1874 Lyndhurst, the Sydn ey Roman Cat ho l i c

secondary s choo l for boys" had a library (and a mus eum a nd drama

fac i lities ) 1 ; almost one hundr ed years l ater, a list of f ac i l i t i e s

general ly f ound in new Austral i a n pr i mar y schoo l s in 1972 indicated

that libr aries, along wi th "open car peted spaces , art a nd craft

centres •• •a nd graded l ea rning mater ial s " , were usually p r ov i ded in

t hose schoo1s . 2 No deta i ls are given in either case beyond the

bare statement t hat the l ibrarie s e xisted . There i s no mention of

s choo l librar ies in A.G . Aus t i n' s Austral ian Educa tion 1788-1900,3

nor in a companion vo lume , his Selec t Docume nts in Austr a l i a n

Education 1788-1900. '+ B.K. Hya ms a nd B. Bessant in t he i r Schoo l s

for the Peo ple? An ' I n t r oduc t i on to t he Hi s t ory o f State Educa tion

i n Austr a lia S do not refe r t o school l i b r a r i e s in state , gover nment

s chool s ; nor doe s Brot her Rona ld Fogarty in hi s t wo vo lume history

o f Catho lic Education i n Australia 1806-1950 . 6

Whe n we co rne to t ne p ubl i s hed histor i e s of education in the

various Aus t ralia n states , ' the p i c t u re i s onl y a little diffe rent:

i n some, t here i s material o n t he development o f s chool libraries;

i n one or two , t he t r eatment of them is compr ehensi ve ; but s t i l l

others f ail to 'r e f e r t o s choo l libr aries a t a l l . E. R. Wye t h , in his

1. Ibid., p.123 .

2 . Ibid . , p .367.

3 . (2nd edn , Melbourne , 1965).

4.

5 .

6 .

(Melbourne, 1963).

(Melbourne, 1972 ) .

(Melbour ne , 1959).
r efe r to libraries
conve nts ..

Fogarty does, however, in volume two, p.298,
f or adults conducted t hrough s ome of the



23

Educat i on i n Queensl and : A Hi story . ••• l in a b r i e f pas sage on

librarie s 2 commented that 'in Quee ns l a nd

libr ari e s generally ..•ha ve never been anyt h i ng but small
and poo r ly equi pped , a nd t his defic i ency ha s been very
e vide n t in i t s schoo l s . Even a r oom set as i de for a
libr ary i s r are, f or a f ew bat tered volume s may r eadily
be s tored in a convenient cupboard.

He noted that the Depart ment o f Educat ion was granting a l ibrary

s ubs i dy t o schoo l s "befor e 1930", 3 but make s no further refe rence

t o t he library col lect ions which had e xi s ted in many Que e ns land

s chool s be f ore 19 37, i ncl uding the grammar school librarie s of the

nineteenth cent ur y , and the s mal l co l lections in State pr imar y

schoo l s f rom t he 1890s. 4 In Rupe r t Goodman ' s Se condary Educat ion in

Queensland , 1860-1960, 5 howeve r, t he onl y r efe r ence t o s choo l

l i brarie s occurs in relation to war memorials i n school s , whe n the

1~ 24 War Memo r i a l Libr a r y o f Bri sbane Gr ammar Schoo l i s cited a s a n

e xampl e . 6 He c t or Holthous e' s illus trated history of Que ensland State

s chool s , wr i tten f or the Departme nt o f Education i n 1975. 7 mentions

l ibr a rie s only in bri ef cap t ions t o t wo photogr aphs : one shows the

Resour ce Mat e r ials Centre a t Darling Downs Institute o f Advanced

1 . Educa t i on i n Que ens l and : A Hi story o f Education 'i n Queens l and
and in t he Moreton Bay District of New Sout h Wa l e s, (Melbourne,
[1 952] ).•

.2 . Ibid., p.192.

3. Ibid., p.192 .

4. The s e smal l collect ions we r e initiated and 'organised from Head
Offi ce by t he Depar tMe nt of Educat i on from 1910, when a central
buying s cheme was orga ni sed and a syst em of s ub s i d i e s introduc~d.

See Chap t er Five for furthe r de tails.

5. (Canberra ; 1968).

6 . Ibid., p. 287.

7. Looking Back : The Firs t 150 Years of Quee ns l and Schools,
(Br i sba ne, 1975).
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Education,l i n a section r elating t o tea cher training and advanced

educat i on ; the o t he r shows a newer high school e xter i o r , wi th the

caption , "Many s tate high s chool s a re now equipped with the special

resources of s c i ence books , l ibra r i e s, a nd multi - purpose assembl y

halls."Z

In Al an Barcan ' s Sho r t Hi story ·of ·Educati on in New Sout h Wa les3

there i s one r eference in · the t ext t o schoo l libraries ,4 in a docu-

men t , reprinted in an a b r idged form f r om Hi storical Recor ds of

Aus t ral ia , in which Archdeacon Scott , in s umming up the de ve lopment s

in educa t i on in New Sout h Wales from 1825 to 1829, mentions his re-

quest tha t libraries be e stablished in t he pri mar y s choo l s . S No

comment i s made by Barcan on this s t atemen t by Scott; i t i s , how-

e ver , the first published r eference t o s choo l librari es in Aus t ra l i a .

This s ta tement o f . Scot t 's i s a l so quoted i n a n ear lier his t ory of

educat i on in New South Wales , by S . H. Smi t h a nd G. T . Spau l l ;6 as

L Ibid. , p.200.

2. Ibid . , p .194 .

3 . (Sydne y, 1965) .

4. The r e i s a l so a reference in a f ootnote on page 282 to the pro­
vision of a l i b r a r y in e ach state hi gh s chool in 1959/1960, a long
with an audi t o ri um, cant een , gymnasium, and s o on .

5. I b i d ., p.48 . Quoted from Scott' s Fi na l Report to Governor
Dar l i n g , 1 September 1829 , Hi storica l Recor ds o f Australia ,
se r i e s I, Vol. 15 , pp . 219 - 221 .

6 . History of Education in New South Wa les . (1 788-1925), (Sydney ,
1925), p.47. In t his case , Smith, who wrote the r ele vant
sec t i on o f the history, quot e s , not f r om Histor ical Records of
Australia , but from the Repo r t its el f : Governo r 's Dispatch , MSS,
(M.L .) , 1 September 1829. The book by Smith and Spaul l covers
both the deve lopment of e ducat iona l i nsti tutions and the pol i t ca l
framework of education in New South Wales . The fi rs t 9 7 pages
compr ise Smi th ' s ear l ier book A Brie f Hi story of Educa t i on in
Australia 1788-1848, (1917). The next 76 page s comp ris e a pam­
ph le t by Spaul l on Sir Henry Parke s a nd his educa t i ona l work.
The r emaining 90 page s , written spec i a l l y for this vo lume by
Spaull , cover t he period 1880 t o 1925 . ·
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i n Ba r can' s book, this i s t he only r e f e r ence to s chool librarie s in

the work . Two recent hi s torie s o f e ducatio n in We s t e r n Aus trali a ,

w . o . Neal' s Educ a t i o n in We s t ern 'Austra l i a 1 and Davi d Mossenson ' s

s tate Edu cation in Western 'Aus t r a l i a IB29~1960, 2 both omi t any

refere nce to schoo l l i br a r ies i n their main t e xt. However the

latter, in an Appendix, 3 r eprints "Rule s for the Government of Public

Schools i n the Colony o f Western Aus t ral i a" f r om the Report of the

General Boar d o f Education, 7 March IB 55, which s uggest that school

libr a r i e s be formed by p r ivate don ation or s ub scription to assis t

adult educat ion . 4 Li ke Barean the author o f fe rs no comment . In A

History of Tasman i an Education by Cli fford Reaves ,S the r e i s agai n no

reference t o school librarie s.

The most comprehens i ve treat ment of t he histo ry of schoo l

l ibr arie s in any Austral ian s tate appears in the centenary history of

the Educat i on Depar tme nt of Victor i a , compi led by a t eam of wr i te r s

unde r the l eadership' of h i s t orian L.J. Bl ake . 6 A sect i on on "Library

1. W.D. Neal (ed.), (Perth, 1979).

2. (Perth, 1972).

3 . Ibi d . , p.169.

4. It wa s no t ed that mon e y shoul d be s pent "not merel y on books, but
in good e ngrav i ngs , loodels, sta t uettes ; chemical , e lectr ical ,
and other philo s ophic:a1 i ns truments", s i nce lIbo o ks alone can c o n ­
vey but an i nadequate idea o f the p rogress o f science and c i vi l i­
zat i on " . Ibid.,. p .169.

5. (Melbourne, 1935).

6. L.J. Blake (ed.), Vision and Rea l isat ion: A Centena ry Hi story of
State Education i n Victoria , ( 3 vols, Mel bour ne , 1973). This can
truly be called a "mas s i vell work, s i nce t he first volume a l one
has more tha n 1600 pages ! In an e a r lier history of educat i on in
Victoria , D.H. Rankin ' s The History of the Deve lopment of Edu­
cation in Vi ctoria , I B36-1936, The Fi rst Centenary of Educational
Effort , (Melbo urne, 1939), , t he re a re three bri e f references to
school lib r a rie s : on p age 144 a r e f ere nce to t he fact t ha t the
establ ishment o f school libraries was e ncour aged in the ve ry e a r l y
years o f this cent ur y ; on p age 15 7 a sugges ,ti~n by Frank Tate in
1904 that librarie s be provi de d in all s chools ; and on page 197 a
re ference t o t ea chers' use of circulating l ibra ries .
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s e rvices" s urve ys the deve l op ment o f state school librarie s f rom

smal l , chie f l y fi ction , colle ctions in the l 870s to the library re­

sou r ce centres of the 1970s. 1 The role o f schoo l Ins pec t o rs in the

l ate nineteenth ce n tury in e ncour aging the growt h of school librarie s

i s dis cus s ed, a s i s the e a r l y twent~eth cent u ry trend for the

librarie s t o be more c losel y r e l ated t o the instruction given in t he

schools . The thorough nes s of trea tme nt in this s urvey , and its dis-

cus s i on of pre - t wentie t h century schoo l librarie s , make it unique in

a s tate h i story of education .

* * * * * *

The publi s hed hi stories of individual schools are an impo r t a nt

s o u r ce o f i nfo rmation o n the his tory o f s choo l librarie s . . Hvwe ver

the qua lity o f cove r a ge and t he a moun t o f s pa ce given t o library

developmen t varie s . In s ome s choo l histories , a s epa r a t e chapte r i s

devoted to the his t ory of the schoo l library; in o t hers there a r e

r eference s to the l ibr ary at approp r i a te t imes in a chr ono l o gi ca l

surve y ; in others there are i s ola ted no t e s abou t the library where

i t i s mentioned chie fl y in r elation to other things - to don ations,

o r - t o t he archi tectu~e o f the s chool , for i nstance ; and in s t i l l

o t he r s there i s .no mention of the libra ry a t a l l , even when a library

i s known to have e xi s t e d for many years.

In Edgar Hinchcli ffe' s hi s t ory of Appleby Grammar School,

Cumbr ia , England, 2 an Appendix on "The Bainb r igg Libr ary" discusses

1. Ibid . , pp . l 033- l040 .

2 . Appleby Grammar School - From Chantry t o Comprehensive ,
(Appleby, 1974).
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the de velopment of the s chool library f r om 1606 whe n it wa s beque ath­

e d t o the s chool by a f o rmer he admaster , Reginald Bainbrigg . 1 In

the t e xt there are a lso s ubstantial r e f ere nces to t he library and

its catal ogu e s , 2 and in .the bibliogr aphy r eference s to manusc r ipt

arid printed sources for general s choo l library history in the north

of England , as well as for the deve l opmen t o f the Appleby s choo l

libra r y. T .W . Thomps on ' s book Wordsworth'~ Hawkshead 3 a lso i ncludes

an Appendix on the libra ry in the f ormer Hawkshead Grammar Schoo l , .

Lancashire , now a Wor dsworth . Museurn . 4 While this Appendix gi ves a

brie f history of the library , most of it i s t ake n up by the r eprint-

ing o f the p ropo s a l s made in 1789 fo r the e s t abl ishmen t o f the

l ibr ary , S the lib r a r y r ecords , 6 a l i st of don o r s and s ubscr i bers t o

the l i b r a r y, 7 and , i n by. far the l a r ge Gt sec t i on , an a l phabe t i cal

list o f donors to the l i b r a r y with f ull detai l s of the books t hey

presented . 8 Thi s emphasis on t he books in the co l l ection rather

t han on t he his t or y of the library as a whole refle cts the interests

of t he aut hor in h is t o r ica l bibliogr aphy r ather than librarianship;

it is an emphas i s which we shal l s ee later r epeated in the histories

o f individual Engl i sh s chool l i braries which a re available . Anothe r

schoo l history which devote s an Appendix to a discus sion of the

1. I bid . , p .131.

2 . As , fo r instance, p .35, .p. 37, p .45, pp .48- 49 , p.56, pp . 58 - 59 , .
pp .82-83 .

3. Edited\ wi th introduction and notes , a nd appendi ces , by Robert
Woo f , (London, 1970) .

4 . Ibid., pp .342-371 .

5 . Ibid . , pp . 345-346; .

6 . Ibi d. , pp.346~34 7 .

7. ·I b i d . , pp.368-371.

8 . Ibid . , pp. 347-368 .
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history of the s choo l library i s that of Manchester Grammar School,

written by Alfred A. Mumford. !

While some s choo l histor i es which give s erious consideration

to the history of the s choo l library do s o wi t h chap ters or appen-

dices on the library a nd its development, others include a coverage

of the library history within a chronological history of the school

from its fo undat i on to the present. This i s perhaps l es s convenient

for t he library history s pe cialist , but nevertheless it does mean

that the library a nd its history are dis cus s ed within t he context of

the development of t he school as a whole . Examp l es of this type of

tre a tment in British school his t ories occur in John Edwa r d Vaughan 's

The Pa r ish Church and Ancient Grammar Schoo l o f King ' s Norton , 2 in

whi ch the foundation of the l i brary in t his schoo l a round 1662 i s

se t agai ns t the ba ck ground o f seventeen th century schoo l library

deve l opment ; 3 C.P. Hi l l ' s Hi s t ory o f Br isto l GrammarSchool ~ i n

whi ch a re de s cribed the establ ishment of the f i rs t l i brary in this

schoo l in 1546 through a beques~5 and the deve l opment of libraries

i n t he schoo l t o the t went iet h century ; 6 Marjorie Cox ' s History of

Sir ·J ohn . Dea ne 's Grammar School ,. Northwi chi ·1557- 1908 , 7 in which

i n f ormat ion i s: given on the library owned by this s chool as early as

1. The Mancheste r Grammar School; 1515- 1915 , (London, 1919), pp .
522- 524 . In thi s work an eighteen th ce ntur y document showi ng
purc has es for t he s chool l ibrary i s also r eprinted as Appendix
15., pp.525-526.

2 . (7th edn , Gloucester, 1973) •

3. Ibid . , pp . 22- 24 .

4 . (London, 1951 ) •

5. Ibid. , pp .13 - l4 .

6 . Ibid. r pp . 45-46 , pp.196 -l98 .

7 . (Manchester, 1975).
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1631 ;1 H.F . Morland Simpson' s Bon Record, 2 in which documents p r o -

duced i n 1644 and 165 9 r ela t i n g t o t he foundat i on of the l i b r ary of

Aberdeen Grammar School a re discussed ; 3 and James Townse nd 's

History of Abingdon , q in whi ch the bor ough r ecords and manuscri p t

sources a vailable i n the school a r e .used t o p r ovide an outline of

the development of the school l i brary from 1656 t o the nineteenth

ce ntury . S

In some s chool his t o r i e s} howe ver , t here a re mer e ly isolated

r eferences to s choo l libr a r i e s , us ual ly in relation to other things -

to the us e o f "the old libra ry " f o r a common ro om perhaps , o r t o a

do nation o f books in a lis t of mis ce llaneous do na t ions t o t he

schoo l . I n Robert Hope ' s Hi story of Lord Weymouth Schoo l , Warmin-

ster ,6 for i ns t a nce, the libr a ry is mentioned i n r ela tion to a dis-

cussion of the school r eadi ng of Dr . Arnold , who was a pup i l o f the

school.

No published Queensland schoo l history contains a full chapte r

or appe ndix on the s choo l library . The genera l work by, T. Max

Hawkins , The Quee nsla nd Gr eat Pub l i c Schools ,7 in which the t e n

schools a re t r e a t e d each in a separate chapter , omi t s any reference

1. Ibid ., pp .68-69 , p . 90 , p .22 2 .

2 . H. F . Mor land Simpson (ed.), Bon Record: Records and Reminis ­
cences of Aberdeen Gra mma r School from the earliest times by many
writers . In Commemoration of 'the Thirteenth J ub i l ee o f the
School 1256-1906 , (Edi nb ur gh , 1906).

3 . Ibi d. , p .78 , p . 123 .

4 . (London, 1910 ).

5 . Ibid . , pp .1OO-102 .

6. (Br ad f or d, 1961).

7 . (Br i s bane, 1965).
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t o s chool librarie s a t all .! However the wr i ters o f s ome o f the

publ ished histories of individua l schools do make some r e f e r ence to

the school libra r y' s history i n the context o f the overal l develop-

ment o f the schoo l : f or e xampl e ; Memorie s ·o f St ; Hilda' s School ,

.Southport , by Ros ema r y Hughes ; 2 . The ·Hi s t or y o f ·theTownsville

Grammar Schoo l , compi led b y R.W. Moore ;3 and Toowoomba Gr amma r

School 187 5-1975, A Cen tenary His t ory, by Ruper t Goodman . 4

Br oc hu r es p roduced for t he j ub i lee or the centenary of a schoo l ,

though gi ving a l es s comprehensive his t orical t r eatment than schoo l

histories in book fo rm , o f t e n present evidence o f the de velopment of

the ir s chool library over the years. Ex~~ples include t he To\VTIsville

1 . This is no t a new phenomenon , nor o ne r e stri cte d t o Australia .
I n 1904 i n a n a r t i c l e i n t he Li bra r y J ournal, Elizabet h C.
Baldwin complaine d that i n a r e cent work o n we l l -known Amer ican
s e condary schools , "the gynmas ium, ch ape l , d i ni ng hall, and
dormitory a r e · fully des c r i bed, while no. attenti on whatever is
paid t o the library. I n t he same manner, in the ear l y ca t alogues
[or prospect uses ] o f thes e s chools the library i s e i ther s l igh ted
or ignored a ltoget her". El izabet h C. Bal dwi n , "Some Ol d Schoo l
Li brari e s", in Ar tnur E. Bos t wick , The Relat ionship Between the
Pub l ic Library and t he Publ ic Schools : Repr i nts o f Paper s and
Addr es s es, (New Yo r k , 1914), p. 3l8.

2 . (Brisbane, 1975), p . 5 , p. l l , p.12, p . 17.

3. (Townsville, 1959); p.4l, p.53 .

4 . (Toowoo.mba, 1976), p .50 , p . l05 , p. lll, pp.123~124.

Examples o f s uch schoo l his t orie s for schools in other sta tes
include The Me lb6urneChurch of Eng l and Girls ' Grammar Schoo l
Jubilee History, (Melbourne, 1953), pp.80-82; Esther Tuckey's
Fi fty Years At Fr ensham , (Sydne y , 1965); and Geoff rey Steven's
The Hutchins School , Macquarie Str eet Years 1846-1965, (Hob art,
1979), p. 85, p . 113 , p.115, p . 120 , p .135 , p .175 , p .20l , p. 235,
p.237 , p .238 , p .241 , p .256 , p. 269, p .274 , p .282 , p . 302, p.319,
p . 323 , p .332, p .333 . There a re passing r efere nce s to t he develop­
ment o f the s choo l · l i b r a r y too in Cranbrook:the First Fi f ty
Years , by A.C . Child , (Sydney, 1968), p.67 , p. 113 , p . 118 , p.144,
p . 14s , p.lsl, p. 171 . However in E.S. Lauchland' s histo ry of the
Maitl and Gi r ls ' Hi gh School, there are only t hree slight r efer­
ences to t he library, as in page 381, "The pre s ent Ref e rence
Li brary was a c lassroom, and the other room (now a staf f r oom) ,
was cal led the sci.ence Room". No me nti on is made o f when the
lib r ary was bequn , or by whom, nor i s .t he r e a de scription o f it.
E. S . Lauch land , "The Maitland Gi r ls ' Hi gh School", Roya l
Aus t r alian Historical Societ y J ourna l, 31 (19 45) pp . 376 - 387 .
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West State Schoo1--JubileeBrochure1887-l937; 1 a booklet produced

by the Warwick Cent ral State School Centenary Committee for the

Warwick Central St ate School Centenary 26 -J ul y 1975;2 t he Helidon

-State School Parents' and Citizens' Association's booklet Souvenir:

Official Opening,. -He1i do n State School,. -95t h -Anni ve r s a r y , 1969 ; 3 a

centena r y booklet produced for the Emu Vale State School Centenary

1876-1976 ;4 a booklet produced for the centenary of St . COlumba 's~

Dalby, "Mercy Memories ": Through the Golden Years , 1877-1977; 5

and the souvenir booklet for the Centenary of Edu cation, Hi ghfields ,

Saturday 14th February 1970. 6

* * * * * *

The few general works whi ch are avai l abl e on the history, of

s chool librarie s , as distinct from ge ne r a l histories of libraries

and librari anship, tend to assess such libraries as a more recent

phenomenon than they actually are. Early school l i b r a r i e s which did

exist are often ignored because_they did no t conform to the histor-

ians ' own ideas o f what a s chool library ought to be . Instead of

defining early school libr aries i n terms of the libraries which did

exist, historians have t ended to accept twentieth century definitions

of the school library, and then to omit from cons i de r a t ion e arlier

l i b r a r i e s which were established for a different purpose , or which

were organised in a different way , or which served a different

1. (Townsvi lle, 1937>., p.42 .

2 . (warwick , 1975), p .4.

3 . (Toowoomba , 1969) , un~aged.

4. (Warwick, 1976), p.13 .

5. (Dal by, 1977) , p.27 , p .37, p .40 , p .42 .

6 . (Toowoomba, 1970), p.25, p .26.
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clientele.

Paul L. Duncan saw the first purpose of secondary s choo l

libraries as being "the traditional one of s upp l yi ng recreational

reading matter" as well ·as materials for study,l yet he s aw them as

firs t deve loping in Western Australia only in the decade from 1948,2

despite the fact that Sir Paul Hasluck has de scribed the :secondary

s chool library at Perth Modern School in the 1920s in his memoirs,3

and recalled reading fiction books from it as well as using it for

school work .

In an article written in 1905 Benjamin Carter I, s ugges t ed that

s choo l libraries are of quite recent growth, and the idea , or ,
at all events, the first practical application of it , is
American . The Ame~icans were the first to realise 'that a
colle ction of books might properly be associated with the work
of the common s chools of the country, schools designed for and
patronised by the children of the average citizen'.S

Even if this l i mi t ed definition of a school library as a library in

a. school open to the "average citizen II is accepted , it needs t o qe

noted that libraries were i n existence in voluntary schools i n

England , and even i n some nragged" schools servi.ng the poorest

children, from the late eighteenth cen t ury . But it i s ridiculous to

1. ·Paul L. Dunoan, The Secondary School Library: A survey of the
need for secondary school ~ibraries, and their aims, provision
and staffing, e specially in r elation to State high s chools in
Western Australia , (B . Ed. special study , University of Western
Australia, 1958), p.9.

2. Ibid., p.9, p.14 • .

3. Muckinq About: An Autobiography. (Melbourne, 19 77) , p.68 , p .7l.
Sir Paul in this book de scribed Perth Modern School as it was i n
the years when he was a pupi l there, 1918-1922.

4. Benjamin Carter, "School Libraries", Library World, 8 (1905-6) ,
pp.29-34.

5. Ibid. , p .30.



33

imply that school libraries can only properly be said to have been

established when they have been es t abl ished in a par t i c ul a r type of

s chool. Carter' s argument that "in England the first s e rious at.tempt

to organize s choo l librari es was made a t BootIe by t he Library

committee , a f ew ot her towns fol lowing with varying measures of

s uccess " l is , e ve n in the light of his own definition , placing the

beginnings of schoo l l i b r a ry deve l opme nt t oo l a t e in time . And

while J ames D. Stewa r t , in another article in 1905/ 62 also des cribed

America as "t he home of the schoo l l i b r a r y", 3 it would s eem that

honou r i s more likely to belong to medieval England.~

Ma r y Alexander noted in 1921 that "l i t t l e has yet be en written

of this history of s choo l libr aries for i ndeed the history is s t i l l

in t he makinif~ .5 But s he i mmediately went on to define s choo l

l ibraries in t erms o f thos e which existed in the ear ly decades of

the twentieth cent ur y , so that f ew earlier libraries came within the

a mbi t o f her survey. "Properly organis ed s ystems a s we have them.

today" , s he wrote , "were f ew and far be tween before the present

century" .6 I n he r brief s ur vey she cons idered schoo l l ibraries in

France as far ba~k as 1835, in America from 1870, and in England from

1. Ibid., p .30 .

2 . "School Libraries ", Libr ary World, 8 (1905/ 6) , pp . 173- 177 .

3. Ibid., p. 174

4. J ohn Hi rst , "An Hi storical Note on Libraries in t he Service of
Education with Ref e rence to Developments in New South Wales a nd
Grea t Britain", The Te acher ·Librarian , August 1967 , p .9.

5. "Schoo l Librarie s, the ir Hi story , Organis ation, and Management".
An essa y submitted in connexi on with the Profe s s ional Examination;
Section VI , May 1921 . Repri nt ed in Library As s ociation Re cord,
24(1922), p. 14.

6 . I bid., p.14.
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t he inaugurati on of a ser vice t o e l ementary schoo l s b y the Leeds

public l i b r ary in 1884 . Another writer, Hannah Logas a, also

empha s ised t ha t "the. growt h of the l i b r a ry in the secondary schools

"is· a compa rat ively r e cent development".l She admi t ted that a

"branch of the public · library was installed i n the Central High

School i n Cl eveland as ear ly as 1895,,2 - this is the earliest schoo l

library she c i tes - but s t r ess ed that libraries s uch as this "were

o rganized primar i ly as branches of the public libraries. to

s e r ve the people l i ving near the s chool ,,3 whereas she saw schoo l

l i brarie s as being "laboratorie s for the school in which they wer e

l o cated" .4 Given t hi s nar r ow de fi ni t ion, t hen, she noted t ha t

s econdary schoo l librari e s had r eally only developed from a round

1910 , f ol l owi ng "the inauguration o f s c ient i f i c met hod in the study

f d t " th 1 " d hI s s " 5o e uca 1on , e re su t~ng tes t s , an sc 00 urve y .. .. In 1930

Luci l e F. Fa r go also wrote . in her manua l The Library in the Schoo l }

that the s chool librar y coul d onl y properly be considered when i t

conformed t o the p r i nciples of t wentieth century educ ation :

The organi s ed s choo l librar y is a twentieth century phenomeno n .
expl i cabl e only in the light o f the e ducational de velopment of
the l ast quart er century. To comprehend it i s t o compr ehend
the basic principle s of the newer educat i on . 7

This vi ew i gnores the fact that ea r l y schoo l libraries. though fre -

quently di f f erent in aiffi? methods, and pra ctice. from many of those

1. The Hi gh Schoo l Library •••• (New York , 1928 ). p.16.

2; I bi d . , p. 16 .

3 . Ibid. , p .16 .

4 . I b id. , P .16 •

5. Ibid• • p.16.

6. (Chica go , 1930) .

7 . Ibid . , p.l.
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of the twentieth century , were often as c losel y related t o the

e ducat i onal practice of their time as the newer one s we r e to t he

"newer educat i o n " o f the twe ntieth century .

Similarly for Mary 'E . Hall , writing i n 1915 , 1 only the

"reorgani s ed" and "modern " s choo l l ibra ry was wo rthy of consider-

ation; this in effect meant "librarie s having been e s t abl i shed or

r eor gani ze d since 1905 " . 2 The library would have t o "f ulfil all i t s

proper pedagogica l functions as a r eference collection for ob~aining

inf orma tion, a training s chool in the best methods of secur i ng that

informat i on , a laboratory for spec i a l t opic work . •• [and] be a p lace

of inspiration and recreation as well" 1
3 i f it was to be cons idered

as "modern" a nd therefore accep table . Ce cily Brown in he r 1970

Australian s urvey ItLibraries and Educ ation n4 a lso i mpo s ed modern

s tandar ds on the past . She felt that "the s mal l colle ctions of

hooks" which many schoo l had possessed in the past coul d "not be con-

s i de red a s librarie s " , 5 though the schools themse lves had certainly

considered them a s such. A l i b r ary could only properly be cal led a

s c ho o l libr ary in her view i f it was "an a c t i v e teaching instrument It

a t "the cent re of the school' s l earning program".6 Thi s may be

realistic in terms of the r equi r e ments of education in the 19 70s ,

, b ut is ge ner a l l y unrelated to many earlier l i b r a r y col l e c t i ons .

Restr ictive definitions aaopted by s uc h write rs have in par t been

1. "The Deve l opment o f t he Mode rn Hi gh School Library", Libra ry
J ournal , 40(1915 ), pp .627-632.

2. Ibid . , p .628.

3 . Ibid ., p.627.

4. Qua r ter l y Review of 'Aus t r a l i an Education , 3 (1970) .

5 . I bi d ., p.5.

6. Ibi d . , p . 5 .
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responsible for the f act that so many s chool l ibrary his t orians have

ignored t he e xistence of pre-nineteenth century a nd in some cases

even o f pre-twent ieth cent ury school libraries .

School library development in indivi dual count r ies , i nc l uding

Great Br i tai n , the United States of America, and Australia, has r e­

ceived some attention from r e s e ar chers. Howe ve r in each coun try con ­

s i de r abl y ·mor e r e s e a r ch ha s been car r ied out, par t i cular ly though not

e xc l usively r e se arch for diploma and higher de gree t hes e s, on the

development of schoo l l i brari es wi t h i n the various s t a tes , count ies ,

o r regions wi t hi n thos e coun t r ies , than on de velopments a t t he

nation al l e vel.

The history of schoo l libraries in Great Britain from the l 8 30 s

has been e xp l or e d by Alec El l is in t wo monographs , A Hi s t or y o f

Chi ldren's Readi ng and Lite r ature, ptwlishe d i n 1963,1 and Li brary

Services fo r Young People in England and Wale s, l 830 M1970, pub l ished

i n 1971. 2 The f ormer book . di s cus s e s the growth of literacy in

Eng land a nd Wales from the ear ly ninete enth cent ury t o the presen t

day , wi t h some emphasis on r elated educational and lite r a r y h i story.

Top i cs cove red include educati onal provision, par t icul a r l y for work­

i ng class chi l dren ; -the us e o f book s in schools ; the avai labi l i t y of

school and publ i c l ibrarie s; and t he evo l u t ion of r ecre ational

l i t era tur e f or children. In Chapter Four of t his wor k , "School

Libra ries 1830-1850", El l is noted that there a l ready ''were numerous

ins tance s o f librari es being provided in schools in and aft er the

1830s, both by e nt husiasti c manage rs and t e a chers, someti mes with t he

1 . (Oxfo r d, 1963).

2 . (Ox f o r d, 1971).
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assistance o f o utside ~rganizations , and someti mes from t he i r o wn

resources 11,1 and we n t o n to l ay stress on the f ac t t hat "the idea

o f s choo l libr a ries was by no me ans new and had been a s s ociated wi th

education . f rom the e a r l i e s t t imes " .2 He ·cited the exis t ence of

school libr arie s a t Winchester , York, Jarr ow, and Canterbury in t he

Middle Ages , a nd l a t er a t Shrewsbury i n 1578, Cheltenham i n 15 86,

and Birmi ngham Grammar .School in the s even t ee nt h century. Ellis

then we nt on t o discuss nine t een t h century librari e s in e l ementa ry

and Sunday s chools , and developments i n s choo l l i b r a ry provision in

t he t went iet h centur y , in l ate r chapters . In his s econd monograph ,

Li b r a r y Servic~s fo r Young People i n Engla nd and Wa l es , 1830-1970,

Ell i s l ook ed in more depth at l i b r ary provision, including school

l ibr a r y provision , f rom 1830 t o mid- 19 70 , with the e mpha s i s on the

public l i bra ry service a nd i t s a s sociation with schools and othe r

groups .

The h i story of schoo l lib r arie s in England from the mid-

ni ne teenth centu ry was f u r ther explored by He ulwe n M. El lis in a

thesis fo r the Uni versity Colle ge o f North Wales, Bango r . 3 She

t r aced t he "de ve l opment o f t he s chool l ibra r y a nd i t s educationa l

r ole, f r om the ·mid-ni neteenth century t o t he ·pres en t day" , showing

how changes i n educati ona l t hought a nd consequent de velopments in

e ducat i ona l pract ice i n f l uence d the r ole o f t he l ibra ry in the ye a r s

1860 t o 1970. Her approach. was di f fe rent f rom that o f Alec El l is in

its e mphas i s on the l ibrary as par t o f t he school r a ther than as part

1. Ellis , A Hi sto ry of Children' s Reading and Litera ture, p. 38 .

2. Ib i d ., p .38 .

3. The Evolut ion of t he School Library, 1860-1970, (M.Ed. disserta­
t i on, Univers i t y Col lege of North Wales, ' 1973).
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o f a public l i b r a ry ser vi ce , and in r elating school lib r arie s to t he

de velopments in pub l i c educat ion f rom t he mid-nineteent h c ent ury

r a the r than to de velopments i n lib r arianship.

In a thesis for the · university o f Stra thclyde on the de ve l op -

ment o f schoo l l ibr arie s in Scot land , Dorothy H. Whi te l s ought the

origins of Scot t ish school l i br a r i e s in t he grammar school s of the

seventeenth cent ury , as Alec Ellis had i n En gl and; she noted , for

ins t an ce , that t he Hi gh School i n Edi nburgh had had a lib rary as

ear ly as 16 58. 2 The whole his t o r y of school l ibr a r i e s and s chool

librari anship in Scotl and t o 19 39 , however , i s covered i n one chapter ,

with the grea t e r pa r t of the thes is cove r i ng developments from 19 53

onwar ds . This means that e ven t he n ineteenth century h i story of

school l i b r a ries i n Scotland is t rea ted very b r i efly , whereas bot h

Alec El l i s and Heul wen M. Ellis considered nineteenth century Engli sh

s chool l i br a r i e s in some depth , par ticularl y f or the per i od after

1830.

The influence o f the Engl ish grammar schools and their l ibraries

on the deve lopment of school l ibra r i anship from the seventeent h

century ha s been discussed by severa l wr i ter s . A pamphlet p ub l ished

by t he Depar tment of Educat i on and Science in 1952 ; The ·Schoo l

Li b rary,3 in a b r i e f chapter on "The Tradition" of school l ibr aries ,

s t r essed tha t "the association of a school wi th a lib r a r y is no

novelt y". 4 The. grow.th. of s.choo l l ib.rari e s , t he wri ters of t he pam-

1. The Deve l opmen t o f School Libraries in Scotland , 1 658 -1970,
(M. A. tJles i s , University of Strathclyde , 1973).

2 . Ibid.,p.l.

3 . Grea t Br i tai n . Depa r t men t of Education and Scie nce, The School
Libr ary , (London, 19 52) .

4. Ibid. , p.lO.
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phle t claimed,

was ins pired by the human i sm of the great schoolmaste rs who
dis ciplined sixteenth centu rY .England t o the New Learning and
who were roundl y warned by s i r Thomas Elyot i n · hi s Boke named
·The Gove rnour : :It ,is nat i nough • .. to have rad l oetes , but
all kynde s o f wr1ty~ng mus t also be sought for ' .

,J.E. Vaughan , in an article on "The ' Grannnar School Library in the

Lat e Se venteenth centurY",2 r e l ate d the growt h o f s choo l l i brarie s to

the wor k of the educational r e f ormers of t he per iod, many o f whom,

like Char les Hoole and Christopher Wa s e, had f airly c l ear ideas about

wha t books a s chool libr ary shoul d contai n . However aft er surveyi ng

the contents o f some s choo l l i b r a r i e s, including thos e a t King 's

Nor ton and the King 's Schoo l , Glouceste r , Vaughan s a i d that it was

"mo st unfortunate" that the s urviving catalogue s of s uch l i b r a r i e s

remained unpublished , f or "un t il they are and others that may e xi s t

have r eceived detailed at tent ion , ge ne r a l i za t i ons about what went on

i n sevente enth - ce nt ur y g ra mmar school s r emain tentative~ A major

sour ce o f e ducat i ona l and c ul.t.uraL his t ory remains ina cce s sible . 113

In a no t he r a r t i c l e , "As pe cts of .Seven t een th- Ce nt u r y Grammar Schoo l

Librarians hip", D.K. She a r ing looked at the s ur ve y o f grammar

schoo l s conducted by Chr istophe r Was e f rom 1673 to 1677 , and the

e vi dence it produced t o sugge st t hat "a s choo l library in t he late

seventeenth cen t ury "as becoming a routine f e ature" o f a school. q

"Numerous s e venteenth-cen tury grammar schools i n a l l parts o f the

count ry poss ess e d l i b r a r i e s • • . va ryi n g f r om the mea n to t he magnifi -

cent", and Shea r i n g was "convinced that the evidence reflects a

1. Ibid. , pp . lO- ll.

2 . The Schoo l Librarian , 10(1961), pp:Sll -517.

3. Ibid . , p.517 .

4. The School Librarian , 23(1975) , pp.305-309 .
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standard o f l ibraiianship far highe r than the few p ronouncements

hi therto ha ve suggeste d" . 1 Cecil Stott , speaki ng about t he history

o f school librarie s in his 1970 President ial Ad~xess t o t he Annua l

Oonfe rence of t he School Library Association ,2 presented evidence

f r om the lib r ar i e s o f -Shr ews bur y School and Hawkshead Grammar School

which woul d suppor t Shea ring ' s asse r t ion about the high s t anda r d of

l ibrar ianship . Pioneer articles like these -should pave the way for

a more comprehens ive s u rvey o f school librarie s i n the s ixteenth a nd

seventeent h cen t u r i es , t hei r coll e cti ons, thei~ o rganisation , a nd

t he use made of t hem.

More r e cent developments i n schoo l librar~es i n England ha ve

been dis cus s ed in artic l e s such as t hat by B.C . Bloo mfield on "Schoo l

Libraries in the Nineteenth century" ,3 in whi ch he l ooked a t some of

the va riety of borrowing s ystems in us e; by Cecil S t ott on "'rhe

School Li bra ry Movement i n Engla nd and Wales"~ f r om the nine t eenth

cent ury ; and by Mark A. Bloomfie l d in an a rticle titled "Be t ween

t oe Acts: Li brary Servi ce s t o Sc hools f rom 1919 t o 19 44", 5 which

mai nly l ooked at pub l i c libra ry s ervice t o schools . Each of these

art icles adds signi~icantly to the mat erial avai lable on nineteent h

and twentieth cent ur y Eng lish_schoo l libr a ria nshi p i n t he p ub l i she d

histor ies of Ale c Ellis and t he thesi s o f Heulwen M. Ell is , but t hey

1. Ibi d . , p .309 .

2 . ' Pub lished as : Cecil Stott , "Schools and School Li bra r i e s Over
Two Centuries " : The Presidential Address a t the Annual Confer­
ence of the School Li b r ary Association on 30th December 1970,
The School -Li b r a r i an , 19( 1971) , pp .l5- 23, a nd 19(1971) , pp. lOl~

107.

3 . Library As s ociati on -Record , 68 (1966) , pp .16- l8 .

4 . - Library Tr ends , 1(195 3), pp. 402-422 .

5 . -Li b r a r y Review, 22 (1 970), pp . 359-362.
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all illus trate tab the amoun t o f r esearch whi ch needs to be done on

so many aspec ts o f schoo l libr a r y his t o r y, s i nce no ne pret ends to

be e xha ustive even wi t hin 'i t s l i mit ed field.

The hi story of grammar school libr arie s in the Eng lish northern

country of Lanca shire ha s, r a ther unusually, been the sub ject o f

some detailed research . Grammar school educat i on wa s par t icul a r l y

str ongly developed in Lanc ashi r e by the s event e ent h century , and many

of the schoo l s had librarie s; it was the e xi s t ence of s everal

ancient libraries c lose t o Manchester i n the nineteen t h cent ury that

inspired t he firs t sur ve y for the Chetham Soc i ety in 1885 . 1 In it

William Copley Christi e p r e sented all t he i nformation he had been

abl e t o col l e ct "re spe c ting the •••School Librar i e s of Lancashi r e

which we re in existence before the year 1750 11, 2 twelvc ··in number,

t hough he noted that a more "thor ough e xamination o f the books " a nd

the libra r y r ecords associ a ted with them woul d yield much more

information about these l i brari e s. 3 Thos e which he desc r i bed were

the grammar schoo l librari e s a t Bo l t on , Burnley , Bury, Hawkshead ,

Heskin, Kirkham, Lanca s t e r, Leigh, Manches t er, Rivington a nd Blackrod,

Wi gan, and Great Crosby. Some information i s given abou t their

es t ab l ishment, ' organisat ion , c l iente l e served , a nd parti cu l a rly the

books in the co l lectio ns . In a 1977 thes i s, Jo an M. Pott e r attempted

to discover what had beCOme of these schoo l libraries i n t he ninety

years following the publication o f Christie' s study.4 She discussed

1. Wi l liam Cople y Chris t i e, 'Ol d Church 'and 'Schoo l Libra r i e s of
Lanca shire, (Manchester, 1885).

2. Ibid., p.iii.

3. Ibid., p c Lv ,

4 . Ol d School Librari es o f Lanca shire: A COnti nue d Hi s t o ry 1885­
1978, (M.A. thesis, Lou ghborough Univers i ty o f -Technology , 1979).
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t he s c hool libraries one by one in the same manner in which

Chr i s t ie had cons i de r ed t hem, but wh i le Chris tie's concern was chief-

l y wi t h bi bl i ogr aph i cal wor k on the old collections of t he s e librar-

i es, J oan Potte r ha s covered in detail aspects of acco~nodation ,

s t ock , adminis t r ation, and us e of the librarie s, particula rly in

r elation to the educat iona l programmes of the schools . Unf or t una t e l y .

no comparable survey exists fo r schoo l libr ari e s, ol d or modern , in

a ny other coun t y , or in a ny r egion of the Uni t ed states o f America or

Aust r a l ia , so it cannot a t present be us e d as ~ ba s i s f or a compa r a -

t ive study.

No general history o f school l ibra rie s i n the Uni t ed states of

Ame r i ca i s avai lable f or comparison with t he wor k of Alec El l i s and

Heulwen M. El l is on English s chool l i bra r i e s from the n i neteenth cen-

t ury or of Dorothy H. White on Scott ish sc hool librarie s . Howeve r

more histori e s o f school librarianship a t the s t a t e l evel, par·ticu~

l arly higher degree t heses , a re ava i lable , and theses a nd j ournal

aiticl es ha ve a lso been wr i t ten on var ious a spects o f school librar-

i a nship and s c hool library provisi on in Amer ica from t he ninet ee nt h

cent ur y , i ncluding the common sc hool libra rie s, the stat e a nd f eder al

f und i ng o f school librarie s, a nd s tandards for schoo l libr arie s.

While monog raph s on t he history o f school librarie s in the

Uni t ed St ate s a re relatively scarce, s ome material is availabl e on

school libra rie s and school l i brary systems in the i ndiv i dual states

i n the f orm o f periodical ar ticles , o ff ic ial r e ports, a nd unpubl ished

the ses . Books incl ude a his tory of s chool l i braries in Detroit .from

1886 to 1962 by Rut h Marie Edberg,l in wh ich some early nineteenth

1 . .The Dynamic ·Evol ut i on : A ·Historyof ·Detroit ·Schoo l Li braries
·1886 - 1962 , (Detroit, 1962).
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cent ury libraries are briefly discussed , though m::>s t o f t he book is

devoted t o t wentieth century deve lopments ; a hi story o f publ ic high

school libra rie s in Kentucky from 1908 to 1950 1 by Loui s e Galloway,

in which the emphasis i s again on m::>re r e ce nt de velopments ; a nd

History of School Lib r arie s ·i n· t he ·South by Margaret Rufsvold. 2 An

a rticle on "Penns yl vania School Lib r arie s 1864-1964" by John A.

Rowell ,3 though apparently promising much , nevertheless only notifi e s

readers of t he "cen t ennial o f t he l egal existence " of school

libra ries i n that sta t e, i t being one hundr ed years s i nce the COmmon

School Laws o f 1864 made provision fo r t he establ ishment of a schoo l

l i b rary i n a s chool bui l.d i ng or i n a school district . A more s ubsta n-

tial article by Margar e t Br iggs i n 194 8 tra ced "The Developmen t o f

pub l ic Schoo l Librarie s i n Minnesota 1861-1938",4 from the r ecogni tion

of the need for school l ibr ari es in the s t a t e system o f p ub l i c school s

by the f irst Super i ntenden t o f Pub l ic Instruction in his fi r st r eport

in 1861, through the fi rs t state aid law for school libraries in 1887

t o deve lopments in the t wentieth century, i ncluding profess i o na l

trai ning fo r schoo l l i b r arians, and libra ry ins tructi on i n s chools .

Much o f the work on the history o f American s chool librar ies at

the state l e vel, howe ve r, i s i n the form of t he s es. Ann Elizabeth Hall ,

f or instance , i n a doctoral t hesis on Publ ic Element ary and Secondar y

1. The Histor ical Development and Present ·Stat us of Public ·Hi gh
·School Librar ies i n Kentucky ; ·190 8- 19 50 , (Fr ankf ort, 1952).

2 . (Nashville, 19 34).

3 . Pennsylvania ·Li brary ·Associ ation Bul letin , (August 1934), p.31.

4 • . Minnesota Libraries, 15( 1948 ) , pp.372 - 375. Thi s art icle was
based on a Maste r s paper on t he Development of Publi c School
Libra r i e s in Minne sota, 1861-1938, wr i t t e n at the Unive rs i t y of
Chi cago .
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School Library Developme nt in Cali f o r nia, 1850- 1966 , 1 l ooked at

de velopments and conditions i n California that facili t ated and

hampered the. growth of public e lement a ry and s econdary s choo l

librarie s from the mid-nineteenth century when distr i ct s c hoo l

librarie s were established in the s t a te , t o 1966. She dis cussed the

i n f l uence o f s t a t e l e gis l ation, the Cal i forn i an Depart ment of

Educa t i on a nd the Of fice o f t he Supe r i ntendent of Public Ins truction ,

the St a te Li brary, .pr o f es s i ona l organisati ons , a nd t he work o f

educators and librari a ns, a l l o f whom contr i buted t o t he e vol ution of

the var ious means by which pub l i c s choo l childr e n we r e provided wi th

books and othe r materia l s .

These have included dis tri ct schoo l l ibrary co l lections , public
library s e rvice t o s choo l s , service f r om central school dis ­
t r ict depositori e s, col l ect ions l oaned from coun t y . schoo l
librar i es, and l ibraries maint ained in i ndividual 5choo l s . 2

'['0" 0 othe r doctor a l theses have been completed on s choo l l ibr a r i es a t

t he s t ate l e vel: sis t er M. COnstance Melvin ' s History of Publ ic

School Libra r ies i n penns y l vani a , 3 and Frances E. Hammitt 's School

Library Le gi s lat ion i n Indiana , I l l i nois and Wis consin: a hi s to r i ca l

s tudy ,4 bot h of thesel howeve~ are more r estric t ed in scope than

Hall ' s thesis on Californi an publ ic s choo l libraries •

. In additi on to thes e doctoral theses, many master ' s degr ee

t hes.e s h ave been wri t t e n on schoo l libr ari es at the s tat e l evel.

The s e
J
however~ are us ually much shor t er than the docto r a l t hes e s , the

no rma l l ength bei n g be tween one hundred a nd one hundred and fifty

1. (D.L.S . t hes is , Co Lumb.i.a uni ve r s i t y , 1974) •

2. I bid. , a bs t r ac t .

3. (ph . D. thesis , Unive r sity of Chica go , 1962) .

4. (Ph . D. thesis, Uni versity of Chica go, 1 948) .
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pages, consequently t r e a t ment in them i s ge ne r a l l y l e ss detailed .

The s e s which dis cus s nineteenth century devel opment s a t the s tate

l evel in some depth include Dor o t hy Bell 's History of School

Libraries i n Connecticut, 18 39~1860 ,l Al ice C. Dodge 's Origins of'

the School District Library ~bvement in New York State ;2 J ohn J.

O' Connell 's Hora ce Ma nn ' s I n f l uen ce on School Lib r a rie s in Massa-

chuse tts;3 and Ani t a R. Si nge r 's Hi s t o r y of School Libraries in

Connecticut, 1861-1916 ,4 Ot her writers treat in depth developments

during s hor ter periods i n the t went ieth ce ntury . These include A.T .

Rukus on the Hi story of School Librarie s in Conne c t i cut , 191 7-1947, 5

R , T~ Adams on the Hi story of School Libraries in Connecti cut, 1948­

1967, 6 and Doris K. Tinklep allgh on School Librarie s i n New York

State: their history from 1890 to 1930 . 7 Mo re general t heses

cove r ing wide p e r iods in the history a nd development o f s chool

librarie s i n their state include The Growt h and Deve l opment of

Libraries in the Elementary Schoo l s of Texa s by Myrtle Hembr ee;8

The Devel opment o f Library Se r vi ce t o Pub lic Schools i n New J ersey

by Margare t ' Lane, 9 Public School Li b r a r i e s in Wis consin , a

his t o r i cal study, by Martha O. Skaar ;lQ and Development Of the

L (M .S. thes i s, Sout h er n Conne cticut S ta t e Colle ge , 19 64 ) .

2. (M.A. t hesis, University o f Chicago , 1944) .

3 . (M .A . thesis, Massachusetts State CO l l e ge , 1934) •

4. (M .S . thesis, So uthe rn COnnect i cu t State COllege , 1966) .

5. (M . S . thesis, Southe r n COnnec t i cu t St a te COlle ge , 1969 ) .

6 . (M .S . t he s i s, Sout he r n Connec t i cu t State College, 1968).

7 . (M.S. thesis, Co l umbi a University , 1937 ) •

8. (M .A. t..~esi s, Southern Me thodist University , 1937) .

9 . (M.S. the s i s , Co l umbi a Unive r s i t.y , 1938) •

10. (M.S . the sis, Columbia University, 1938) •
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Public School Libraries in Ge~rgia, 1890 -1950 , by Florence H.

Songer . 1

I .t can be seen from · this list that there is more material

available for comparative studies of schoo l library development over

several states in the United States than there is for counties or

regions i n Gre a t Br i t a i n . Ho wever the s e American these s vary con-

siderably ·in l ength, s cope, r ange, and dept h of t r eatment, so that

it i s not a lways possible to make comparisons; Hall's thesis on

pub l i c s choo l libraries in California, for insta nce , includes the

early s chool district libraries and ser vi ce s to s chools from public

libraries, while other s t a te s urveys omit these types of s choo l

library ser vice . It s houl d a lso be noted t ha t for no s tate is the

total picture o f s choo l library s e r vice co mpl ete, t hough coverage

come s c l oses t t o being complete .for Connecticut. Some thes es cover

only the element ary school libraries of their state ; others only

cove r second a r y schoo l s-: none of thos e listed deals with s chool

libraries in private, independent schools, or the nineteenth century

libraries in Sunday s choo l s .

Some articles have been written and spec i a l studie s made of

va r ious aspects of sohool librarianship ·and school library provision

in America from"the nineteenth century. 'the common school Or school

dis trict librari es of the nineteenth cent u rY were first investigated

for a United Stat e s Government r eport first published in 1876. 2 This

1. CM .A . thesis , University of North Carolina , 1955).

2 .. ]\5 a chapt er on "Common School Libraries" in S .R. Warren arid
S.W. Clark, Pub l i c ·Li b r a r ies i n ·the United 'S t a t es, Their His tory,
Condition 'and Manageme nt, (Wa shingt on, 1876) .
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included an historical sket ch o f common school libra r i es in t wenty-

one states , wi t h emphasis on the l e gi slation which enabled t he

l i braries t o be e s t ablished and through which t hey were provided

with financial s upport; and an a nalysis of the r ea son s f o r their

~nitial popul a r i t y and .their · subsequent de cline . In an arti c le on

"The Distr ict -School Library , · 1835-55", Sidney Ditzion 1 analysed t he

be ginn i n g of the movement wh i ch l e d to t he wi despread · establ ishment

of the s e common school l ibr a r ies serving the general publ ic a s wel l

as t he school children, l ooking in particular at t he work o f Some of

t he early pioneer s o f t he movement . He also attempted to e xami ne

the r e a s ons f or the - success and subsequent f a i l ure o f t hese libr arie s,

seek i n g the causes o f fai lure particular ly in the econo mic and social

condi tions of the time, r ather than, as the government r eport o f 1876

t e nded to do , seeing their f ailure as a result of diffi cul tie s in t he

control l i ng legislation. In anot her a r t icl e , Ray E. Held in 195 9

looke d at "The Early Schoo l District [or the di s t r i c t -schoo l as it

was often known) Libra r y in California,,; 2 his concluding words pro -

vi de probabl y t he best assessment o f the s e l i braries:

Si nce t he distri ct l i b r a r y seems to have had no vital pa rt in
t he evol ut ion of t he present -day publ ic . librari es in
Ca l ifornia, · i n t he t o tal picture of .public l i b r ar y develop­
ment i t may be r ega r de d as a f a ilur e. St i l l it waS a note-

. worthy a t tempt to make books avai lable throughout the State .
However poor ly administered, however unsuccess fu l i t appears in
r e t r o s pect, by bringing r eadi ng material s t o even the most
r e mot e areas of t he State i t may wel l have exercised influen~e
t hat cannot now be measured .

~lis assessment contrast s with tho s e o f so many o f the a ut hors of

the general library history textbooks who ha ve t e nded t o dismiss

these common s chool · librari es both a s pub l i c librarie s and as schoo l

1 . Library Quarterly , 10(1940), pp . 545- 577 .

2 . Library Quarterly , 29(1959), pp .79 -93 .
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l ibraries.

Ot her special aspec ts o f schoo l l i brary history in Ameri ca to

r e ceive some attention a r e the s tat e a nd fede r al f unding of s chool

l i brar ies , in a monograph by Frank Hermann Koos ; State pa r t i cipation

in Public 'School LibrarY ' Servi~e,l and in an a r t icle by John o.

Hempstead , "Funds f o r School Li braries : State a nd Feder a l Assistance

1848-1974", in t he Wisconsin Li br ary 'Bul l e t i n ; 2 and s t a nda r ds for

school libra r i e s, in a 1964 r eport by Richa rd 'L . Dar l i ng , Sur vey of

School Li b r a r y Standards , 3 i n a chapte r on "School Library Develop -

e nts and Standards " i n the 1931 e di t ion o f Martha Wilson' s manual

' School Libra~y Mana gement ,4 and i n an articl e , "Sta ndards f or School

Media Programs , 1920 : A Le s s on Fr om History" , by Budd L. Gambee . 5

I n Austr alia, a s in the Uni t ed States of Ame r ica , the r e is no

published monogr aph history of s choo l lib r ari es a t the national l e vel.

The most comprehens i ve survey o f Aus tral i an s chool l i b rary history

was pub l i shed in 1971 as an Appendix to the proceedi ngs o f an

Austral ian UNESCO seminar , held at the Unive r s ity o f New South Wales

in 1970; it was or igi nally prepa r ed by Lawrence H. McGrath as a back-

ground paper for the conf e r ence. 6 But whi le r e cent deve lopments in

Australian s choo l l ibrary h i s tory are noted in 'sqme detai l by McGrat h ,

1 . (New York , 1927) . This wor k was o rigi nallY compi l e d as a Ph . D.
thesis fo r Col umbi a Unive rs i t y .

2. September/October 1974, pp. 218- 220 and p . 198 .

3 . (Washington, 1964) .

4. (5t h edn , New York, 19 31), pp . 18 5- 189 .

5 . American 'Li br a r i e s , 1(1970), pp . 483- 485 .

6 . Lawr e nce H. McGrath, "S chool Librari es in Australia: A Review of
Past Deve l opments and Present Trends ". I n Aus t r a l i a n UNESCO
Seminar . The 'Rol e of 'Li br a r i e s in 's econdar y Education, (Canberra,
1971), pp . 75 - 103 .
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this survey, like the . gene r a l Aus t ral ian library histories , only

be gins wi th the Munn-pitt Report o f 1935 , i gnoring nineteenth a nd

early t went i e t h century de velopments. McGrat h was the author of .

a nothe r pape r i n 1970 whi ch a lso s ummari s ed Australian s chool

libra r y history; subseque nt l y pub l ished as a chapter in Jean Lowr i e 's

School ·Libr a r i e s , 1 this s urvey began even l ater than his first one ,

with e vents o f ·the 1960s. I n a t hesis on libraries in gove r nment

correspondence schools in Aus t r a l i a , Hi l da Wilde in 19 72 s ur veyed

"signifi cant events in Aus t r alian seco ndary school libra ry deve l op -

ment ..2 ge neral ly ; her su rvey, howevez; onl y began with t he 1955

r eport o f visiting American Fulbr i ght Scholar and spe cialist i n

comparative , education, Profe s s or R. Fre eman Butts. The only sub-

s t a nt ial work ava i lable on any part icular aspect o f t he history of

Aus t ra l ian school l i b r a r i e s, Donal d Smar t ' s Ph . D. thesis f or the

Australia n National Uni versity on Fede r al Aid t o Australian Schools :

Or i gi ns a nd Aspects of the I mple mentation of t he Commonwealth Science

Labor i t or i e s and Libraries Scheme s, (1975) , a lso discus se s relative ly

r e cent eve nt s - the backqround to and the i mp l ementation o f the

Commonweal t h Government's Se cQndary School Libraries s cheme in the

1 . Lawrence H. McGrath , "Sc ho o l Librarie s in Australia". In Jean
·E . Lowr ie (e d . ) ; School Lib r aries : I n t erna tional Development s ,

(New York ,.1972) , pp . 13 7- 155 . This pape r was original l y pre­
sented a t the annual WCOTP conf erence in Sydney in August 1970 ,
a s par t of the programme on international school l i bra r y develop­
ment .

2. A· descr i pti ve su rvey of gove rnme nt secondar y cor respondence
s cheol librarie s in Aus tral ia , (Di ploma i n Lib r a r i anship thesis ,
Tasmanian College o f Advanced Educat i on , 1972).
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1960s. 1

Some of the few histories available of school libraries in

individual Australian states, however, incorporate earlier material;

Blake's general history of education in Victoria, Vision and Realisa-

tion, for instance, indicated the nineteenth century origins of

school libraries in Victoria. Even so, the period of time in which

school libraries have been in existence in Australia is generally

under-estimated.

John Hirst in an "Historical OUtline" which appears as Chapter

Two of his 1967 M.Ed. thesis for the University of Sydney, The School

Libraries of New South Wales as Instruments of Education, looked at

the relationship between libraries and education from ancient times

through the English grammar schools of the Renaissance to the present

day. But his earliest reference to school libraries in the state

about which he was actually writing was related to the study submitted

by H.S. Wyndham to the University of Melbourne in 1930 in partial

fulfilment of the requirements for the Master of Education degree,

The Library in the School, its Administration and use. 2 Alan Shear-

man, however, in a Postgraduate Diploma in Librarianship thesis for

the University of New South Wales in 1963, traced the origins of

New South Wales "high school libraries back much further. 3 Looking

1. Much of the material on the School Libraries Scheme which Smart
used in his thesis he also used in a chapter on the "Origins of
the Secondary Schools Libraries Scheme (States Grants [Secondary
School Libraries] Act, 1968)". In D.A. Jecks (ed.),Inf1uences
in Australian Education, (perth,:L974, pp.105-127.

2. This study was later published as H, S. Wyndham, "The Library in
the School: Its Administration and Use", Schooling, 13(1931),
pp.145··165.

3. Alan George Shearman, "The Development of Departmental High School
Libraries in New South Wales, (Post-Graduate Diploma in Librar­
ianship thesis, University of New South Wales, 1963).
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at the history of libraries in three of the older high schools, he

found that Fort , Street Boys 'High, School had had a library at

least by 1899,1 Sydney Girls' High School in 1883,2 and North Sydney

Boys' High School from at least the 1930s. 3 Nevertheless in dis-

cussing New South Wales Department of Education library policy he

only goes back to the early 1920s, even though references in the New

South Wales Educational Gazette, sometimes quite extensive, date back

to the l890s. And while he did trace the history of individual

school libraries back further than Hirst, for instance, the evidence

indicates that he still did not go back far enough; the library at

the "national school" at "Fort-street" was certainly in existence in

1857, as were libraries at Cleveland Street School in Sydney, at

Mudgee, and at East Maitland. 4 The Library at Fort Street was

evidently reformed in 1892,5 ~hich may account for a later date being

given for it; but certainly the Board of National Education in its

1858 report encouraged the establishment of school libraries and

cited Fort Street, Cleveland Street, and William Street, among other

schools, as examples of schools with libraries .

The history of Victorian school libraries is discussed very

briefly in relation particularly to central services to school

libraries in a thesis by Victorian school librarian Areta McCulloch

1. Ibid., p.4.

2. Ibid., p.lS . Shearman refers to an article by Alathea Wallace,
"Fifty Years of 'Higher Education', Sydney Girls' High - Now and
in the Past", §unday Sun and Guardian, 26 March 1933, which said
that there was "quite a good library" in 1883, without giving a
date for its establishmen't.

3. Ibid., p.26

4. New South Wales, Educational Gazette, 5(1 July 1895), p.27.

5. Ibid", p.27.
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for the university' of oregon. l Most of her historical information

came from Blake's official history of education in Victoria, vision

and Realisation,2 trac~ng school libraries back to the 1870s and

1880s, with some further material from the annual reports of the

Department of Education. 3 An anonymous article in the Australian

Library Journal in 1961 on "School Libraries in Victoria", however,

which included a brief outline of school library history in the

state, merely noted in its opening paragraph that

there were, of course, school libraries in Victoria before
1946, but a review of school library development in the State
may well take that year as a starting point [since] it was
towards the end of 1946 that the Education Department
appointed its first Libraries service Officer and formulated
its policy of establishment of a central library staffed by
a trained teacher-librarian in every school. 4

In other words, school libraries were only to be studied once they

were centrally organised within the Education Department; those in

departmental schools before 1946, and those in independent schools

both before and after 1946, were ignored.

In' the few articles available on the other s t a t e s , there is the

same emphasis on recent ,developments, the same tendency to ignore

libraries in non-state schools. Lawrence H. McGrath in an article

in the Australian Library Journal in 1973 claimed that "school library

1. , Areta Rix McCulloch, Central Services to School Librarians: A
Study based on the Perceptions of School Librarians in the State
Education Department of Victoria, Australia, (M.Ed. thesis,
University of Oregon, 1973)'.

2. See pp.25-26 above.

3. McCulloch, Central Services, pp.4-9 .

4. Anonymous, "School Libraries in victoriall; 'Atis t ral i an "Li brar y
Journal, 10(1961), pp .149-152 .
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service in Western' Australia had its o~igins in seco nda r y schools;

in that sma l l group of governme nt and independent schoo l s , which i n

the l a te n i neteen - f o r t ies and · ear ly f ifti es r ecognised the po tent i a l

e f a library in a · schoo l " . 1 Yet we have already s een that s chool

libr arie s were in existence much ear.lier in Western "Australia. In an

article on "Deve l opment s and Problems in School Libraries in South

Austr alia " in 1971 , J oan Brewer reflected on de velopment s onl y from

1964;2 and in an art icle on "School Libraries in Queensland Gove r n -

ment Schools " in 197 3 Brian Bahnisch gave a n acco unt of library

deve l opment in state primary a nd secondary schools from 1958. 3

* * * * * *

The p ub l ished histori es o f i ndivi dual school libraries which are

a vai lable tend to be o f ve ry o l d libraries; particularly in England,

they provide cons i de rab l e evi de nce for fairly sophisticated s chool

library provision at an ear l i e r date than mos t gene r a l his torians of

educati on , librarianshipi or school librarianship . More histories of

individual schoo l librarie s i n England are available than f or a ny

o t he r country , probably because there is in England today a l arger

number of older school l.ibraries. While there a re exceptions, most

o f the histories o f ol de r schoo l libraries tend t o be the work of

bibliographers interested specifi cal l y in the book col lect ions , rather

than of librarians interested in the aims, purposes , organis ation,

and user o f the l i br a r i e s .

1 . "School Lib r a ry Development in Western Aus tralia" , Aus tralian
Libra r y ·Journal, 22 (1973) , ·pp . 257- 262 .

2 . Aus t ral ian Library J ounlal, 20{November 1971), p.8 .

3 . Australian Library Journa l , 22(1973), pp .294-299 .
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One of the most substantial histories of a library associated

with a school is that written by Sir Robert. Birley for Eton COllege,l

based on a paper read to the Bibliographical society sixteen years

earlier and subsequently published in The Library.2 It dealt with'

the establishment and growth of the. library from 1440, including its

rules, basic organisation, catalogues, accommodation, in some detail,

but it was principally a history of the book collection, with con-

siderable bibliographical information about the books, particularly

the incunabula and those interesting because of their printing

history, their bindings, their rarity, or because of the person who

presented them tc Eton College.

The history of the chained library at the Royal Grammar School,

Guildford, dating from the sixteenth century, has been discussed by

R.A. dlristophers in an article in The Book Collector;3 much of this

naterial had appeared previously in a published catalogue of the

library which he compiled with Gwendolen Woodward in 1972. I, The

catalogue naturally contains detailed notes on the .books in the

collection; the article, for more general readers, has much less

detail about them, merely being a reprint of the comments about the

contents of the library which appeared in the historical intrOduction

to the catalogue. ~he volume on WesLqUnster -School Library, pub-

Iished in 1933 to commemorate the foundation of the Scott Library,S

1. The History of Eton College -Library, ($ton, 19701.

2. "The History of Eton College Library", The Library, fifth seri_e""
11 (1956), pp.231--26l.

3. "Unfami1iax Libraries, XVIII, The Chained Library of the Royal
Grammar School, Gui1dford", The Book Collector, 22(1973), pp.17­
34.

4. Gwendolen Woodward and R.A. Christophers, TIle Chained Library of
the -Roya l Grammar ·School ; Gui1dford, Catalogue, (Guildford, 1972).,

5. Westminster School, Westminster School Library, (London, 1933).
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has a general introductory history of the Scott Library, with some

information on the Busby Library, on the School Library Committee,

on the - fitt~ng out of the: Scott Library, and on the librarians, but,

· i n contrast to Christophers' history of the chained library at

Guildford, more than half of the volume is devoted to a detailed

bibliographical description of the contents of the libraries in the

school, including the incunabula in the Busby Library. The same

approach can be seen in the histories of some other old school

libraries. In John E. Bailey's history of Leigh, Lancashi.re,

Grammar School and its library, written in 1879,1 after a general

intrOduction on the history of the library, wrongly described as

"the only relic of its kind in Lancashire", 2 the books remaining

were then described in some detail; the histories of Kendal Grammar

School Library, by Charles Sayle,3 The Burnley Grammar School

Library by J. Longfield ward," and The Library at King Edward VI

School, Bury St. Edmunds, by A.T. Bartholomew and Cosmo Gordon,S all

written between 1880 and 1910, follow a similar pattern. Even in

a booklet on Cheltenham· Ladies' .College Library, published in 1914

and unusual in describing the library of a girls' school which was

also a cOmparatively recent foundation, dating from the 1860s, much

of the text is devoted to a description of Some of the more rare or

1. The Grammar School of Leigh, Co. Lancaster, and its Library: A
lecture delivered to the. members of the Leigh Literary Society,
lOth February 1879, [reprinted from the Leigh ·Chronicle],
(Leigh, 1879).

2. Ibid., p.5.

3. ([Kendal, 1902]). LA reprint of an extract from The Kendalian,
2(October 1902).]

4. The Burnley GralrunarSchoolLibrary: A paper read before the
Burnley Literary and Scientific Club, February 22nd, 1881,
(Burnley, 1881).

5. [Reprinted from The Library, January 1910]. (London, 1910).
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more attractive voLumes i n the library ; 1

The sixteenth cen t ury lib~ary a t Sh rewsbury School, howeve~ has

r e ceived rather di f f erent t r eatment from i t s more recent historians ,

partly becaus e of the extensive library record~ ot he r t han catalogues,

availabl e to those h i s t o ria ns at the library. Paul Kaufman has

studied the borrowers ' r egis t ers a vai lab le f o r the period 173 7 to

1826 f or an a r t i c le "Communi ty Reade rs a t the Shrewsbury School

Library " i n his vol wne Libr aries 'and their ·Users . 2 An article on the

general history of the library , by a f ormer' Librarian, J.B. Oldham,

"Shrewsbury School Library: I t s Earl i e r History and Organis ation" , 3

based on the s urvivi ng seventeenth century catalogues of the library

and o ther docun~nts , i nc l udi ng foundation deeds , a l so deals generally

wi th the library in i ts earlier year s , i t s mana g e ment , organi sation ,

fi nances , accommo~ation , and its r e l a tionship to t he school of which

. i t was a part . However in a no t her article on t he hi s t ory o f t hi s

library , in The Library, titl ed "Shr e ws b ur y School Library" , 4 Oldham,

t oo,di scus sed the contents of the l ibrary i n some detail , paying some

a t tent ion to the manuscr i p ts a nd incunabula , as well as other uncommon

and valuable books .

The publi shed c.at a l o gues of old s choo l lib r a rie s <;:1eneral ly have

an historical ~ntroduction gi vi ng some details about the es t abl i shme nt

o f the l i br a r y. Not surpris i n 91y , howe ver, · the emphasis in t hese

1 . Cheltenham Ladies ' Co l lege , Che l tenham Ladies " co l l ege .Libra ry ,
(London, [1 91 4] ).

2 . (London , 1969) , pp . 128-133 . Thi s a r ticle also appeared a s "The
Loan Records o f Shrewsbury Schoo l Li b r ary " in The Library , f i f th
seri es, 22 (19 67) , pp .252-256 .

3 . The Library , fourth serie s , 16(19 35) , pp .49-60 .

4 . Fifth ser i e s ,14 (1959) , pp. 81 - 99 .
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i nt r oductions t ends to be on a discussion of t he nature o f the book

col lections t hemselves , often providing considerable det a i l impo r t -

a nt to the bibl iographer but of ' less r e levance for the l ibr ary

~istorian . Exampl es o f such catalogue s i nclude P .J . Lee 's 1965

cata l ogue o f t he Foundation Lib r ary: a t Gre sham' s Sc hool , l Paul Yeats-

Edwar ds ' 1967 ' catalogue of t he Select ,Li br a ry at King Edward VI

Schoo l , Sout ha mp t on , 2 and Wendy J. Sherrington 's unpub l ished t hesis

catalogue of the chained l i b r a ry a t Bolton s choo l . 3

Far fewer published histories o r catal ogue s o f American s chool

l ibr ar i e s a re avai l able than f or t he English s c hoo l lib r a ries,

what are available a r e generally i n t he form of short journal

articles . Example s inc l ude a di s cuss ion of a nine t e enth c e nt ur y

common s choo l l i bra r y in Milwaukee i n a sho r t article by Graham P .

Hawks ,4 a two -page a r t i c l e in a l ocal journal on ,t he library a t

Greenville Hi gh SchOOl, Mi s s i s s i ppi, from t he 1880s, 5 and an

article on the h i s t o ry from the l ate nineteenth century o f Evanston

Township High School 's lib r ary in a special "Hi s t ory o f School

Li br arie s " i s sue of Illinois Lib r arie s in 1968 . 6 The ear ly founda -

t i on dates o f the s e thr ee l i b r a r i e s go some way t owa r ds contradicting

1. A Ca t a l ogu e 'o f ' t he Founda t i on Libr a ry with note s and an Hi s t or i cal
Introduction , (Holt , ' Nor folk , 19 651 .

2. Catalogue of the 'Se l e c t 'Li br a r y ; King 'Edwa r d 'VI SchOOl , 'Sout hamp ­
ton , (Sout ha mp t on, 19671.

3 . , A Catalogue o f the Chained Library at Bolton School, (M.A. thes is,
Unive r sity of Sheffield, 19791.

4 . "A Ni neteenth Ce ntury Schoo l Library: Ea r l y, Years in Milwa ukee",
Journa l of Lib r a ry History r 12 (1977), pp . 359 - 363.

5. Mable Gaston , "GHS: Miss i ssippi 's Oldes t Schoo l Library?",
Mississippi Library 'News , (Ma r ch 19 73) , pp. 29 -30 .

A Hi s t or y of
Li braries ,

Leora Kathryn Tay l or I "A T·rad.iti~n o f I nno va t i on;
Evanston Township High School 's Li bra r y", .::I.::l.::l;.:i"'n:.:o:.:i:.:s:.....:==-=.==-=­
50 (1968 ) , pp.907 -924 .

6.
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the idea t ha t the s chool library i n the united States o f America i s

a t wentiet h centur y development .

There are al so , as in America , very f ew publ ished histories

available o f indi vidua l Austr a l ian school libraries . Pr obabl y . the

most comprehensive i s an article on the "Methodist Ladies ' College

Library 1882-1967 " by J . Cook i n the Aus tralian School ·Li b r a r i an ; !

but whi l e many t echniques of school l i b r a r i ans h i p new to Austral i a

were pioneered in this library , there are older s chool l i br a r ies here

whos e historie s have not been written . Thi s library i s also dis-

cus s ed , along with the library of Pre sbyterian Ladie s 0 College in

East Me l bour ne , in Fairlie Taylor 's monograph Pion eering School

Li b r a r y Se r vi ce 1933 . 2 Short a r t i c l e s on i ndi vidua l Australian

s cho o l librarie s whi c h p rovide an h i s tor ica l a c count , howe ver bri e f,

o f t he development o f the l i b r ar y i nc l ude "Th e Stow Memoria l Library

in the Collegiate School of St . Peter , Adelaide, South Australia" by

M.A . Ketley in 1951 ; 3 "A Sc hoo l Library i n Tasmania" (Hobart High

School ); by Margaret Higgins , also in 1951 ; 4 "Sa i nt I gna t ius'

College Library , Riverview" , by the Rev . John W. Doyle in 1964 ; 5 and

"The Carlisl e Francis Longmore Library, Scot ch College" . by Keith

Darling in 1966', 6 In none of the s e a r t icles is library deve lopment

.be f o r e the present century dis cussed .

1. pune 1967}, pp, 17 -21.

2 . (,Melbourne, 1972).

3. The Schoo l Libra ry Review ·and Educati onal Record, new s e r i e s ,
5 (19 51}, p . 80 and p . l l O.

4 . The Schoo l Libr ary Review ·and Educat ional ·Recor d , new s e r ies ,
5(1951} , p. 125 a nd p . 157 .

5 . Australian Library Journal ; 13(1964} , pp .156 - 158 .

6. Aus tralian .Library .Journal , 15(1966} , pp.52-58 . .



* * *

59

* * *

Published biographies of school librarians or people associ-

ated with school libraries are particularly rare, a situation which

reflects the low priority .generally given to school libraries in

the past both by educationists and by professional librarians. No

major critical biography, .such as W.A. Munford' s Edward Edwards

1812-1886 1 on the eminent British public library pioneer, has been

produced on a person associated with school libraries. Occasional

long obituary notices in the professional journals may give an

outline of a prominent school librarian's career and perhaps an

assessment of his work, though this, of course, is usually highly

personal, and seldom objective. 2 There are few biographical

articles in the journals. The most substantial is an article by

M.A. Bloomfield in Library History on Sir John Ballinger, whose

pioneering work on school library provision in Cardiff in the late

nineteenth century through the Cardiff Free Library was well-known

because of his speeches and journal articles. He was better known

later, however, as the first National Librarian of Wales. 3 Another

British public librarian whose nineteenth century pioneering work

in school library provision was well known, J.J. Ogle of BootIe

Free Library, has been the subject of a biographical study by E.J.

1. (London, 1963).

2. Examples include: Anonymous, "The Late Elizabeth Hill",
Australian Library Journal, 7(1958), pp.81-82; and E.W. Morris,
"Cecil Ainsworth stott: An Appreciation",The ·School Librarian,
27(1979), pp.315-318. Elizabeth Hill was the first Officer in
Charge of t.he New South Wales Department of Education's School
Library Service; Cecil Stott was school librarian at Aldenham
School, Elstree, a foundation member and office bearer of the
School Library Association, and author of a much-used manual of
school library practice.

3. 3(1973), pp.1-27.
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Hunter . However Hunter 's work , produced as a thesis f or the Fellow-

ship of the Libr a r y Assoc i a t i o n , is an "appreciation II of .Og l e ' s

caree r, prov i d i ng a de t a i l ed description of t he work o f BootIe

Library in adult educat i on , museum organis ation, a nd book provision,

rather than a critical biography of Ogle himself. l

. The only published monograph which wa s brought t o light after

a literature search for biographical material on school librarians

was the second vo l ume of the a utob i ogr aphy o f the Aus tralian school

l ibr a r i a n Fairlie Taylor , Time Reca l led. 2 In the 1930s Fairlie

Ta yl or was Vi c t or ia 's first full-time t eacher-librarian , initially at

Pres byteri an Ladies ' Co l lege , a nd later at Methodist Ladies ' Coll ege;

she was also a f oundation member of the Library Associa tion of

Austral ia , Thos e f ew biographies o f school librarians which a re

acce s s i ble , then, a re a l l · of people who were promi nent as public

librarians , within the library profession gener a l ly , or as educators ,

a s wel l as being notable pioneers of school library ser v i ce .

* * * * * *

The writing o f school library history has not be en taken a s

seriously as writing on the history of ot her a spects o f educa t ion , or

other t ypes o f librarianship . The school l i brary ha s gener a l l y be en

seen as a subsidiary part of the educational proces s or a minor part

1 . The Apprec i ation of the Career of J ohn J. Ogle , First .Li br a r i a n
and Cura t or of the BootIe Free Library and Museum , (F.L.A .
Thesis, 1966).

2 . (Sydney , 1978 ) .
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of the public library. This has also influenced the way in which

the school library has been treated in the. general histories of

education and of libraries and librarianship. Since promotion

opportunities within the field of school librarianship are few, and

since the position of· school librarian has often been seen as

requiring less professional expertise than that of either a teacher

or a public librarian, f ew outstanding people have been able to make

a li:fetime career as a school librarian, and there is little bio­

graphical material on people noted only as school librarians.

The writing of the history of school libraries has also been

limited by · the restrictive definitions of school library service

which school library historians have themselves adopted. These

definitions,which have tended to describe only the one type of school

library service with which the particular writer was familiar, have

caused these writers to ignore much of the earlier school library

development and to see school libraries as a more recent phenomenon

than they really are. Those who were accustomed to school libraries

as curriculum materials "laboratories" failed to see even earlier

curriculum-related school collections as "libraries", and they

tended to ignore completely school-housed libraries serving the

public, or libraries designed solely to meet the recreational read­

ing needs of the pupils. school "libraries" past and contemporary

which did not relate to their ideal they did not acknowledge as

schOOl libraries; instead of enlarging their concept or definition

of the school library to cope with the different varieties of ser­

vice, they simply excluded many types of school library service

:erom consideration. This .has meant ·that school library historians

generally have failed to seek in the school libraries of medieval

England, in those of the grammar schools of the sixteenth and seven-



62

teenth century , in those of the voluntary s chools , t he public

e l ementary and Sunday schoo l s of the nineteenth centur y , the

or i gins of ~~e present-day s chool libraries which have be come s uch

an accept ed part of educational p rovi s ion . Where t he ea r l y his tory

o f an old schoo l library has been wr i t ten , it h as t e nded t o be done ·

by a bibliographe r i nterested in the o ld and rare book s in the

co l lect i on , rather than by thos e interested in e du cational oz.

libra ry hi story.

This su r ve y of the historiography o f s choo l libraries ha s shown

t ha t no ge neral history o f s chool l i br a r i e s i n the western world :.ha s

be en written ; nor has a comprehens i ve history of school l i b r a r i e s

been written· for even a s i ngle count r y . What brief treatment is

given to school librar ies in histories of e ducation, of in~ivi.dual

schools , and of l i b r a r y ser vices , i s usually perfunctory in its

covera ge . Where the histo ry of schoo l libraries i s di s cussed , the

emphasis t ends to be p l aced on coverage of recent de velopments ­

sometimes very recent indeed . Neverthele ss the total quant i t y o f

h i stori ca l materia l avai l ab l e is f ormidable; patchy in coverage ,

uneven in standard , a nd varyi~g in i t s emph a s i s though i t is , it

does cons t i t ut e a cons i de rabl e mas s o f mater i a l us abl e by writers on

the hi story of s chool libraries, a nd it is unquestionably e nough t o

demons t rat e the inadequacy o f t he t reatment o f the s ubjec t i n general

studi e s so f ar published .
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