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Abstract 

“Ageing in place” has gained dominance in policy worldwide for more than one and a half 

decades.  This paper explores the significance of place in ageing, in particular within the 

context of globalisation and immigration. In order to promote the value and participation of 

older ethnic people in communities, the New Zealand Government has acknowledged cultural 

diversity in ageing in place policies. However, the concept of ageing in place is based 

predominantly on middle-class and Euro-centric values. The policies based on such 

understandings may not be as applicable to the ethnic Chinese. Moreover, ageing in place 

policies sometimes simply appear to ignore the fact that cultural norms (such as parent-child 

co-residence in the filial piety practice) may have changed when the migrant is affected by 

acculturation processes in a Western cultural context. These issues indicate that more 

culturally attuned research is needed about ageing in place among older Chinese immigrants. 

Using a Chinese case study conducted in New Zealand, the present research is designed to 

explore older Chinese migrants’ experiences of ageing in place. This paper answers the 

following research questions: 1) why did the participants immigrate to New Zealand; 2) were 

they relatively permanently settled; 3) why they moved; and 4) what are their current living 

arrangements. 

 


