




















in migration to the offshore islands and, being re­
stricted in territorial expansion by neighbors to the 
west, had little choice in traditional economic terms 
but to expand their spectrum of targeted food re­
sources. The dramatic increase in shell midden 
deposits after 1,200 BP could very well represent the 
beginning of such an intensification process, as could 
the purported increase in both the discard and the 
range of fish taxa posited by Walters (1989, I 992a). 
The concurrent increase in the numbers of bevelled 
pounders, stone artefacts almost certainly used in the 
processing of femroot (Hall et al. 1989), would also 
bolster an argument in favour of the instenification of 
production. 

In this connection we note that the only two 
Aboriginal cemeteries excavated in the study region 
date to this time period. The Broadbeach Burial 
Ground has been radiometrically dated from about 
1,200 BP (Haglund 1976) and the Double Island 
Point site (McNiven 1991b) is speculated to date to 
within the last 900 years. Following Pardoe's work 
(1988, 1995) we are willing to posit that such ceme­
teries represent relatively sedentary populations who, 
although maintaining social ties with other such 
groups, practice societal exclusion rather than inclu­
sion (see Pardoe 1995:709), in much the same pat­
terns as witnessed at European contact in this region. 

Conclusion 
A re-examination of the chronology of pre-European 
Aboriginal occupation in southeast Queensland is 
critical because changes in site occupation and use 
modelled by researchers in the region are viewed as 
part of wider processes of alterations in subsistence 
and settlement strategies in many areas of Australia in 
the late Holocene (e.g. Lourandos and Ross 1994). 
Interpretations of the archaeological record of south­
east Queensland have assumed an important role in 
academic discourse on late Holocene cultural change 
in Australia. Both proponents of intensification 
arguments (e.g. David 1994; Lourandos 1993; 
Lourandos and Ross 1994) and their opponents (e.g. 
Bird and Frankel 1991; Hall and Hiscock 1988) have 
cited archaeological evidence from southeast Queens­
land to support quite different interpretations of 
prehistoric cultural change. 

The radiocarbon chronology presented in this 
chapter provides evidence for Aboriginal presence in 
the coastal lowlands throughout the Holocene. The 
number of occupied sites increase throughout the 
region over the last 6,000 years. An accelerated rate 
of coastal occupation is evident in the last 1,200 
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years , although this trend may be exaggerated by the 
analytical techniques employed it may also signal 
emerging intensification processes and broad-spec­
trum resource targeting. 

In this paper we have deliberately focused on 
trends and patterns in quantitative data at the regional 
(macro-) level. Equally significant are qualitative 
changes in site use at a smaller (micro-) scale. 
Techniques employed in the construction of regional 
chronologies from radiocarbon dates playa signifi­
cant role in defining archaeological trends concerning 
prehistoric human behaviour. To delineate changes 
in prehistoric social and economic strategies we must 
effectively discriminate between long- and short-term 
processes (see Bird and Frankel 1991; Lourandos 
1993, this volume) . 

In closing we wish to emphasise that analyses of 
the type presented here which attempt to correlate 
dates, numbers of sites and initial occupation dates in 
order to define archaeological trends, are not ends in 
themselves. They represent but one aspect of an 
attempt at explaining the archaeological record, and 
a coarse-grained one at that. In short, while such 
results permit us to build quite rational scenarios 
about past human behavioural change, they can - and 
have - resulted in quite polarised interpretations, 
none of which are a great deal better than the others 
at satisfying the requirements of a knowledge claim. 
Because such polarity of view can never be resolved 
at this level of analysis and discourse, dynamic 
ethnograghically-based models need to be developed 
which may be archaeologically tested through 
carefully-constructed research designs. For our part, 
we are currently developing a socio-economic model 
for the southeast Queensland study area. 
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Appendix 1. Radiocarbon dates (n= 149) from archaeological sites (n=58) in southeast Queensland. 

Site 14C Age Lab. No. Sample Reference Calibrated Age/sa 
Aranarawai Beach Ridge II 1880 ± 80 Beta-24538 charcoal Neal 1989 1939( 1735) 1551 
Bishop' s Peak 1420 ± 60 Beta-16298 charcoal Edmonds 1986 1380(1290)1174 

2620 ± 90 Beta- 16299 charcoal Edmonds 1986 2852(2742)2357 
Boonah Shelter 1300 ± 60b Beta-25205 charcoal Morwood pers comm 1291 (1174) 1005 

1960 ± 110b Beta-21276 charcoal Morwood 1987 2124( 1866) 1568 
3240 ± 50 Beta-25204 charcoal Morwood pers comm 3540(3392)3276 

Booral Homestead Midden 2400 ± 110 Beta-38414 charcoal Frankland 1990· 2743(2348)2122 
2420 ± 80 Beta-32045 charcoal Frankland 1990 2723(2352)2157 

Booral Shell Mound 980 ± 60 Beta-37394 charcoal Frankland 1990 954(904,853 ,835,806,797)720 
1750 ± 60 Beta-36303 charcoal Frankland 1990 1730( 1603 , 1590,1576) 1503 
2480 ± 60 Beta-36304 charcoal Frankland 1990 2736(2460,2384,2377)2341 
2660 ± 60 Beta-38415 charcoal Frankland 1990 2844(2750)2507 
2790 ± 80 Beta-38242 charcoal Frankland 1990 3063(2846,2819)2744 
2950 ± 60 Beta-32046 charcoal Frankland 1990 3216(3061,3050,3013)2865 

Bribie Island 9 200 ± 80 Beta-56565 charcoal Smith 1992 421 (267,205,143,17,0*)0* 
3280 ± 80 Beta-56566 charcoal Smith 1992 3634(3462)3270 

Broadbeach Burial Ground 26 ± 86" V-161 charcoal Haglund 1976 278(0*)0" 
450 ± 70 ANU-67 charcoal Haglund 1976 543(488)299 
1086 ± 91 " V-157 charcoal Haglund 1976 1221 (969)786 
1156 ± 1I0c V-162 charcoal Haglund 1976 1290( I 061 )796 
1290 ± 70 ANU-68 charcoal Haglund 1976 1294(1171)982 

Brooyar Rockshelter 2650 ± 60 Beta-23344 charcoal McNiven 1988 2794(2748)2496 
Brown 's Road 2030 ± 70 Beta-3077 charcoal Kelly 1982 2116(1931)1747 
Bushranger's Cave 700 ± 60 Beta-42843 charcoal Hall pers, comm. 681 (648)539 

1980 ± 70 Beta-42844 charcoal Hall pers, comm, 2009(1874)1710 
2090 ± 90 Beta-18897 charcoal Hall & Hiscock 1988 2307( 1989) 1814 
3460 ± 80 Beta-44134 charcoal Hall pers, comm, 3865(3683,3670,3638)2467 
4720 ± 100 Beta-485I charcoal Hall & Hiscock 1988 5607(5447,5404,5328)5050 
5540 ± 100 Beta-4852 charcoal Hal l & Hiscock 1988 6481 (6294)6036 
5820 ± 110 Beta-42845 charcoal Hall pers, comm, 6855(6624,6590,6566)6313 
8090 ± 110 Beta-42846 charcoal Hall pers, co mm. 9252(8979)8551 
9270 ± 100d Beta-42847 charcoal Hall pers. comm. I 0435( I 0278,1 0261,1 0 195)9984 

Cameron Point Site 62 190 ± 50 Beta-34400 charcoal McNiven 1991c 293(264,212,141,21,0*)0* 
950 ± 60 Beta-3440 1 charcoal McNiven 1991c 937(788)675 

Christmas Creek 1000 ± 70 Beta-54588 charcoal Bonica 1992 978(913)720 
1990 ± 90 Beta-54589 charcoal Bonica 1992 2116(1878)1635 
3270:!: 60 Bela-44841 charcoal Bonica 1992 3577(3460)3345 

Cribb Island 390:!: 50 Beta-3227 shell Ward & Hacker 1981 modem 
1300 ± 90 Beta-3226 shell Ward & Hacker 1981 1035(857)654 

Decept ion Bay 1 1000 ± 140 U-949 shell Kelly 1982 833(563)322 
Deception Bay 2 760 ± 140 U-95 2 shell Kelly 1982 627(420)0 
Deception Bay 3 995 ± 70 SUA-1257 shell Nolan 1986 683(558)472 
Deception Bay 4 650 ± 130 SUA-1256 shell Nolan 1986 517(280)0 
Deception Bay 5 755 ± 135 SUA- 1255 shell Flood 1981 619(410)0 
Double Island Point I 160 ± 90 Beta-34059 charcoal McNiven 1990 309(248,232,131,90,33,0*)0* 
First Ridge 1150 ± 70 Beta-1946 shell Kelly 1982 869(680)557 
Fraser Island 217/15 1960 ± 110 Beta-1698 shell Kelly 1982 1788(1510)1274 
Fraser Is land 796/54 1835 ± 85 Beta-1701 shell Kelly 1982 1562(1356) 1214 

1965 ± 100 Beta-1700 shell Kelly 1982 1767(1513)1287 
Fraser Island 799/54 1270:!: 80 Beta-1699 shell Kelly 1982 970(797)649 
Gatton Shelter 1090:!: 70 Beta-5897 charcoal Morwood 1986 1070(945)788 

3030:!: 90 Beta-5898 charcoal M orwood 1986 3375(3203 ,3192,3162)2876 
3820 ± 120 Beta-15811 charcoal Morwood 1986 4508(4142,4104,4097)3831 

Hope Island 1500 ± 80 Beta-20800 charcoal Walters el at. 1987 1524(1331 )1256 
2600 ± 70 Beta-20797 charcoal Walters el ai. 1987 2778(2734)2362 
3720 ± 70 Beta-20798 charcoal Walters el al. 1987 4228(3984)3780 
4350:!: 220 Beta-20799 charcoal Walters el al. 1987 5566(4860)4277 

Kabali Road Scatter 70:!: 70 Beta- 19424 shell McNiven 1990 modem 
King 's Bore Site 97 2290:!: 80 Beta-30402 charcoal McNiven 1992 2359(2314,2224,2213)2016 

3560 ± 100 Beta-255I 0 charcoal McNiven 1992 4082(3824 ,3785,3749,3734)3488 
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Vim and Hall 

Site 14C Age Lab. No. Sample Reference Calibrated Age/s· 
Little Sandhi lis 102.1 ±0.7% Beta-1947 shell Robins 1983 0*(0*)0* 
Maidenwell Shelter 1210 ± 100 SUA-1915 charcoal Morwood 1986 1288(1064)918 

4300 ± 70 Beta-6924 charcoal Morwood 1986 4980(4835)4571 
Maroochy River 2 610 ± 70 Beta-27085 shell McNiven 1989 423(260)0 
Marooch y River 4 170 ± 60 Beta-27087 shell McNiven 1989 modern 

840 ± 60 Beta-27086 shell McNiven 1989 550(474)313 
Minner Dint 520 ± 75 1-11095 charcoal Hall 1980b 641(514)319 
Moon Point 1470 ± 80 Beta-2609 shell Kell y 1982 1206(995)841 
New Brisbane Airport 1120 ±60 SUA-2179 charcoal Hall & Lilley 1987 1080(966)913 

3910±80 Beta-23345 charcoal Hall & Lilley 1987 4513(4277)3994 
4830 ± 110 Beta-33342 charcoal Hall pers. comm. 5738(5577 ,5511,5493)5296 

NE Moreton Is. I 430 ± 60 Beta-24473 shell Lilley & HaJI 1988 modern 
NE Moreton Is . 5 380 ± 60 Beta-24470 shell Lilley & Hall 1988 modern 
NE Moreton Is. 16 400 ± 60 Beta-24471 shell Lilley & Hall 1988 modern 
NE Moreton Is . 21 A 320 ± 50 Beta-24472 shell Lilley & Hall 1988 modern 
NE Moreton Is . 27 440 ± 60 Beta-24474 shell Lilley & Hall 1988 modern 
NRS Site 8 470 ± 60 ANU-3336 shell Richardson 1984 264(70, J 0)0 
NRS Site 19 450 ± 60 ANU-3337 shell Richardson 1984 modern 
NRS Site 22 410 ± 50 ANU-3338 shell Richardson 1984 modern 
One-Tree J 620 ± 60 Beta-3073 charcoal Hall 1982 1570( 1491,1472,1440,1419) 1328 
Platypus Rockshelter 560 ± 60 Beta-3076 charcoal Kelly 1982 643(529)476 

2420 ± 90 1-11094 charcoal Kelly 1982 2736(2352)2151 
2480 ± 70 Beta-3075 charcoal Kelly 1982 2743(2460,2384,2377)2334 
3850 ± 170 SUA-1502 charcoal Kelly 1982 4809(4221,4207,4153)3698 
4540 ± 80 Beta-3074 charcoal Hall & Hiscock 1988 5444(5246,5186,5122,5056)4867 

Polka Point 765 ± 45 Y-22 charcoal Bermingham 1966 719(663)567 
1560 ± 80 Beta-28487 shell Neal 1989 I 279( I 107)924 
1750±90 Beta-28488 charcoal Neal 1989 1826( 1603, 1590, 1576) 1402 
3020 ± 100 Beta-24540 charcoal Neal 1989 3380(3200,3197,3154)2860 

Saint-Smith Midden 260 ± 60 Wk-3424 charcoal Hall 1995 430(284)0* 
960 ± 60 Wk-3423 charcoal Hall 1995 940(886,875,823,817,791 )693 

Sandstone Point 103 ± 0.8% Beta-15808 charcoal Nolan 1986 modern 
320 ± 50 Beta-158061 A charcoal Nolan 1986 469(303)0* 
340 ± 50 Beta- 15806/B charcoal Nolan 1986 479(309)0* 
500 ± 50 SUA-2358 charcoal Walters 1987 546(509)334 
620 ± 95 SUA-478 charcoal Kelly 1982 674(550)472 
740 ± 50 SUA-2357 charcoal Walters 1987 705(657)554 
740 :!: 80 Beta- 15809 charcoal Nolan 1986 737(657)539 
780 ± 95 SUA-479 charcoal Hall 1982 899(666)542 
810 ± 80 Be[R-16837 charcoal Nolan 1986 899(672)557 
1190 ± 100 Beta- I 5805 charcoal Nolan 1986 1283( I 059)800 
1500± 110 Beta- I 5807 charcoal Nolan 1986 1554(1331)1167 
1600 ± 80 Beta- 16838 charcoal Nolan 1986 1611(1412)1296 
1990 ± 60 Beta-158 lOlA charcoal Nolan 1986 2000( 1878) 1726 
2290 ± 100 Beta-158101B charcoal Nolan 1986 2469(2314,2224,2213) 1990 

Seary-Broutha Site 100.5 ± 0.9% Beta-I 9423 shell McNiven 1990 modern 
Spitfire Creek 450 ± 70 SUA-2082 shell Neal 1984 modern 

560 ± 70 SUA-2081 shell Neal 1984 331 (230)0 
5t Helena Island 1370 ± 60 Be[a-6140 shell Al fredson 1984 1050(916)754 

2240 ± 70 Beta-6141 shell Alfredson 1984 2008(1834)1647 
Talgai Skull 4560 ± 70 R2526/13 soil Hendy el al. 1973 5444(5258,5176,5 I 35,5075)4875 

4730 ± 40 R2040/4 carbonate Hendy el al. 1973 5573(5450.5373,5330)5307 
7890:!: 110 R2526/17 soil Hendy et al . 1973 8985(8560)8377 
8300±115 R2526/21 soil Hendy el al. 1973 9480(9242)8955 
9160±85 R26181l carbonate Hendy el al. 1973 I 0298( I 0037)9936 
9530 ± 335 R2526/25 soil Hendy ec al. 1973 11896(10534,10519 ,10479)9867 
9590 ± 490 R2526/33 soil Hendy el al. 1973 12463( 10794,] 0758, I 0560)9494 
9790 ± 60 R204015 carbonate Hendy el al. 1973 11005(10967)10682 
11650 ± 100 R2618/2 carbonate Hendy el at. 1973 13851 (13538) 13285 
12400 ± 300 R2526/29 soil Hendy el al. 1973 15406(14450)13681 

Teewah Beach 5D 100.1 :!:0.9% Beta- 19422 shell McNiven 1990 modern 
Teewah Beach 26 340 ± 70 Beta-30401 charcoal McNiven 1991a 504(309)0* 

950±100 Beta-255 II charcoal McNiven 1991a 984(788)659 
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Site I·C Age Lab. No. Sample Reference Calibrated Age/sa 
Teewah Beach 26 1070 ± 70 Beta-30399 charcoal McNiven 1991a 1065(936)782 

3140 ± 100 Bela-30400 charcoal Mc Ni ven 1991 a 3540(334J ,3281 ,3278)2994 
4780 ± 80 Bera-25512 charcoal McNiven 1991 a 5642(5562,5549,5468)5299 

Tin Can Bay 75B 700 ± 70 8era-19421 shell McNiven 1991c 485(313)158 
Toulkerrie 310 ± 80 Beta-32049 charcoal Hall & Bowen 1989 502(299)0* 

350 ± 80 Beta-32796 charcoal Hal l & Bowen 1989 512(312)0* 
370 ± 75 1-11096 charcoal Hall 1982 515(425,392,319)0* 
2150 ± 80 Beta-32048 charcoal Hall & Bowen 1989 2323(2063) 1878 
2290 ± 80 Bera-32047 charcoal Hall & Bowen 1989 2359(23 14,2224,2213)20 16 

Wallen Wallen Creek 1070±50 SUA-2461 shell Neal & Stock 1986 7 19(637)530 
1230 ± 50 SUA-2465 shell Neal & Stock 1986 906(755)654 
1520 ± 70 SUA-2236 shell Neal & Stock 1986 1241 (1058)91 I 
2120 ± 70 SUA-2462 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 2303(2007) 1874 
4290 ± 90 SUA-2466 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 5027(4833)4531 
6950 ± 80 SUA-2343 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 7693(7673)7656 
9760 ± 140" SUA-2467 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 11319(10957)10390 
9810 ± 130" SUA-225I charcoa l Neal & Stock 1986 1 1488( I 0977) 10480 
11990 ± 70b SUA-2344R charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 [4233( 13931 )13672 
13040 ± 220" SUA-2463 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 161 J 3(15437)14661 
13650 ± 240" SUA-2342 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 16925(16307)15609 
16420 ± 260d SUA-2464 charcoal Nea l & Stock 1986 20044(19279)18712 
17500 ± 900" SUA-2235 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 18549(20770)0* 
20560 ± 250" SUA-2341 charcoal Neal & Stock 1986 no calibration possible 

Webber Swamp 100 101.1 ± 0.8% Beta-19425 shell McNiven 1990 modern 
White Patch Site 3< 450 ± 90 SUA-480 charcoal Crooks 1982 553( 488)287 

Notes 

670 ± 95 SUA-481 charcoal Crooks 1982 721 (640,5 97,565)504 

Dates were calibrated using the following procedure (after Stuiver and Reimer 1993): 
1. Conventional radiocarbon ages were calibrated using the CALIB (Vers ion 3.03c) computer 

program (S tuiver and Reimer 1993). 
2. Atmospheric samples were calibrated using the bi-decal atmospheric calibration curve with no 

laboratory error multiplier. 40 years was subtracted from atmospheric samples to correct for 
14C variations between northern and southern hemispheres. 

3. Marine samples were calibrated using the marine calibration model with a llR regional 
correction value of -5.0 ± 35.0 (Stuiver and Braz iunas \993 ). 

4. The calibrated ages reported span the 2 sigma calibrated age range, 

Excluded from analysis. See tex.t. 

These dates were corrected for isotopic fractionation using a correction estimate of -24 ± 2, as 
recommended by Stuiver and Re imer (1993). 

Excluded from analysis - calibrated age/s over 10,000 BP. See text. 

Also referred to in the literature as Blibie Island Site 3. 

0* Represents a 'negative' or 'modem ' age BP. 
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