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convey. The Male Dancer concentrates less on the general
phenomenon of male dancing and the body, the twinned subjects of
its title, than it considers specifics of theatre dance history that
remain densely obfuscatory to a generalists of gender studies. With
its focus on the spectral absence and renegotiated presence of
male dancers in classical theatre jazz and ballet during the 19th
and 20th centuries, this book requires a sustained interest in the
history of Western theatrical dance which this reader did not share.
Recent phenomena such as the wildly popular So You Think You
Can Dance? series alongside general scholarly studies of the male
body, such as Susan Bordo?s book of that name might encourage
a reader to think of dance as an accessible way to understand the
negotiation of gendered cultural constructions. But this seems to be
a case of a highly specialised book hitting the market with good
timing and a bad aim. The Male Dancer remains ultimately unable
to address dance within the popular purview that might create a
relatively broad market for it in the first place.

However, for readers better guided than this one, who actually do
take to heart warnings about judging books by their covers, and
who are not seduced by the wide-reaching scope promised by
these titles, there are many redeeming features. Within a niche
readership of scholars of dance studies, The Male Dancer makes a
very considerable contribution to performance history in a gendered
context. Ramsay begins the book with a striking anecdote about the
low status of male dancers in the nineteenth century, and sets out
to examine how this came to be. Contravening formalist and
modernist accounts of dance that have overlooked gender and
sexuality as relevant objects of study, Ramsay succinctly argues
that dismissive attitudes about male dancers can be traced to
general ideas about the male body circulating through culture more
broadly. Readers more interested in the cultural construction of the
male body and the role of spectatorship than in dance history will
find themselves engaged enough in Ramsay?s observations about
cultural constructions of the male body to transpose these insights
into other contexts. In close readings of the choreography of
Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch and others, Ramsay relates their
performances and the reception of them within the social, political,
and artistic contexts in which they are produced. Readers
interested in the book?s broader insights into male corporeality
might find themselves skimming these dense sections on
choreographic ?auteurs,? but even in the chapters that focus on the
classical canon of choreography, those without a dance
background can still glean fascinating insights. The problem here is
that the book straddles two book markets: dance history scholars
and gender studies scholars. For the latter group, the social and
political contexts are not elaborated enough.

Readership is a problem for Images of Bliss, too. For some reason,
judging by this book?s title, a reader might actually expect a fun
romp through the cultural history of its subtitle: Ejaculation,
Masculinity, and Meaning. Indeed, it seems one very disgruntled
Amazon.com reviewer felt that way. Bitterly disappointed by the
lack of fun-stuff he proclaims in his caveat to fellow Amazonian
browsers: ?Do not be seduced by the title of this book. It is the most
boring and irrelevant piece of academic hoo ha | have ever seen.?

The most fun aspect of this book is its very brief discussion of a
Metallica album cover and a chapter that analyses the cum shot in
pornography. Otherwise, it sticks very sternly to a corpus of dusty
old men and their ideas about semen: Aristotle, Jacques Lacan,
Roland Barthes, Georges Bataille, Jacques Derrida, and Marcel
Proust. To some extent, this is a random survey of the ?seminal?
contemplations of great men and Aydemir takes his reader on a
supposed pleasure-tour through history, psychoanalysis, art,
literature, pornography, and philosophy. But Aydemir?s pairing of
Cuban American contemporary artist Andres Serrano?s ejaculation
art with Arictntle <iime 1in tha kind nf randoam?let me <av
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Aristotle as illustrated or enacted by Serrano; the Framework
Serrano as provoking a re-reading of Aristotle. (4) of Desire

The logic of this comparison is never clear to the reader, though it

seems so to the author. Certainly Serrano never explicitly cites ARTICLE
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Aristotle?s intimate contemplations of spermatozoa. At one point, Avera )
. . . ge Score:

Aydemir observes that Aristotle?s observations of sperm occur at 5

the level of extreme close-up, ?so close up to his object [that]... [h]e Votes: 1

must be nearly rubbing his nose in it? (13). One can only presume

this is true of the author as well, for his intense focus on the topic of

sperm does not pull back far enough to place his object of study

within a satisfyingly broad or focused logical context. Please take a

second and vote
Aydemir?s style of writing and research method seems to owe as for this article:
much to the dense poststructuralism of the Amsterdam School for
Cultural Analysis as it does to the approaches of Judith Butler.
Indeed, much of this book seems indebted to Butler?s Bodies That
Matter. Fans of Butler?s writing will perhaps have more stamina
than this reader to persist with the book?s opaque and rarified
writing style. To this reader, the impenetrability of the text was a
terrible tragedy for the subject matter. As Aydemir argues
convincingly in his introduction, citing Luce Irigaray, a ?reckoning
with sperm-fluid? is long overdue (xvi), especially in consideration
of how much attention the phallus and the female body in general
have received in Western culture and critical theory.
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