SELF-DRIVE TOURING

by lan Glover & Len Zell

- Comprehensive guide to
Australia’s deserts

- 28 Desert 4WD treks featured

- Detailed inset maps for every trek

- Plants and Animals Guide

v - Complete Great Desert Tracks Atlas




Joint publication by:

Hema Maps Pty Ltd

PO Box 4365

Eight Mile Plains 4113 Qld
Ph: +61 7 3340 000D

Fax: +61 7 3340 0098
manager@hemamaps.com.au
www.hemamaps.com

and

Wild Discovery Guides ®
PO Box 1636

Townsyille 4810 Qid
www.wilddiscovery.com.au
www.lenzell.com

15t edition

2nd edition 2010
ISBN 978-1-86500-542-3

Copyright

Text

® [an Glover & Len Zell® 2010
Maps

® Hema Maps Pty Ltd 2010

Topographic base data
® @eoscience Australia

Ehotographs
® Photographers, as indicated 2010

Authors: lan Glover & Len Zell®
Publishers: Rob Boegheim,

lan Glover Et Len Zell®

Production Manager: Gavin James
Editor: Natalie Wilson
Cartographers: CartDeco &

Paul van-Cuylenburg

Graphic Designer: Debbic Winfield
Printed by: Sing Cheong, Hong Kong

®Schaol of Marine & Tropical Biology
James Cook University

Photographs
Front cover: Near Windarah
photo splitimage.

Copyright: All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced, stored in or intro-
duced to a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
farm or by any means [electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording ar otherwise), without
the prior written permission of the publisher of
this book,

Disclaimer: The publisher cannot accept responsi-
bility for any errors or omissians in this bogk. The
representation on the maps of any road or track is
not necesserily evidence of public right of way.
Publisher's note: Every effort kas been made to
ensure the information in Lhis book is accurate at
the time of going te press. Please be aware that
conditions constantly change and no respoasibility
Is accepted by the authors or publisher for any
decisions or actions taken on the basis of informa-
tion contained in this publication.

Corrections: The publisher welcomes feedback and
suggestions for corrections. IF you find 2ny infor-
mation has changed, then please write or amail
and let us know so we can update the information
In subsequent editions.

Nationa! Library of Australia
Calaloguing-in-Publication entry

Author: Hema Maps [Firm)

Title: Australia's great desert tracks atlas & guice
[cartographic material] / authors, Len Zell, lan Glover
and Wild Discovery Guides; photegrapher,
Elizabeth Sakker.

Edition: 2nd ed.

Scale: Scales differ (E 154 -E112/59~5 24),
ISBN: 9781865005423 {pbk)

Motes: Intesim CIP recard

Includes index.

Bibliography.

Subjects: Roads - Australia - Maps.
Roads - Australia - Guidebooks.

Roads - Australia, Centra! - Maps.

Roads - Australia, Central - Buidebooks,
Deserts - Australia ~ Maps.

Deserts - Australia - Guidebooks.

Deserts - Australia, Central - Guidebooks.
Australia - Maps, Tourist, .
Australia, Central — Maps, Tourist.
Australia, Central - Guidebooks.

Australia ~ 2010 - Maps.

Australia, Central - 2010 - Maps.

Other Authors/Contributors:

Zell, Len,

Glaver, lan (lan Thomas), 1949-

Sakker, Elizaheth.

Wild Discovery Guides [Firm)

Newsy Numher 91792

e e T = g [
TIMOR
TIMOR SEA
L FENE0rS Feed —
I N D I
O C E A
16"
Jae
|__TROR OF CAPRRDEN_
e
CT dasca perrut | bﬁ
ik Hkog /:fa.._ Ii /,'
£, S 200-201
[ AT
ﬁ/fj [~
2l Py
anre Regy / n !
i @m_ﬁ%ﬁﬁ_@ '0&{:.19
i Lk =
] ) v | GREAT %
S r%q'om DEBER
0y mﬂ_\}\a’:'*"'b ' el
G/ fritibons
i 1L LARBTR—
7
A
. -
| L8
i T MR y
Capa Malueads? i i (e Pingry A I, R Fark
Marganst Rive{ fF s = Rl - ?p'n
ot fiteig = 2l | (gt er i Cspe At
3
nmark
Patacast Pt ggi!:.'bmnr
18-
[
|
SCALE
i 0 109 m_ ac 0 8Om0 |
& Hema Maps Pty Ltd 2010 www, hemamaps.com
LEGEND
Nationas Highway == Natlonal Route Number ~IB~32~
Main Road/Huy ~— e = National Park / Reserve I - SO U T H
Minar Road — - SsEh River, Creek — |
National Hwy Number e Laka / Dry Lake | S Ty |
l'llr lIL JP ﬁ_f |_If_




Contents

Introduction 7 Vehicle spares and tools 36
Preface 7 Fuel and water 38
The Authors 8 Recovery gear 38
Acknowledgements 8 Com_m“mcmm:‘s 39
Using the maps 2 Mcdl'cal —first aid 40
Use of scientific and common names for animals and plants.....8 S“m‘f'ﬂ EYRIEwS : 44
The Wild Discovery Guides story 8 ("jmpmgiacem_mmodanon 40
The Hema story o Food and cooking 40
Clothing and packing 41
s Times of year to t.ravel - 42
All about deserts 11 1“5“"‘“1_‘:“ —vehicle, contents, house while aWay ... d2
3 Money issues 42
What is a desert? 11 Generators, fridges, gas 2
Nammg" and mlsnam]r"tg our des.erts 4 Toilets, washing, showers and hygiene 42
Australian deserts - an introduction 14 Photography, laptops, data storage s
Auystralia’s aridlands, desert climates and weather...........cc..... 16 Loading the vehicle .3 .
Desertification and how it can happen 20 Planning activities for all - kids too e
Geological origins of the Australian deserts 21 Permits and legal issues e
Recent geomorphology 22 Respecting property 43
Human discovery, naming and use 25 Quarantine 43
‘Major habitats 25 )
“On Track” - researching the four-wheel-drive tourism GHAFTER FRUS
industry in Desert Australia 28 Our deserts that aren’t 45
Big Desert 45
CHAPTER TWO Ijtﬂe Desm )Eﬁ
Desert safety 29 Ninety Mile Desert 48
Desert safety in Australia .29 Pinnacles Desert 50
Fire in deserts 31 CHAPTER FIVE
Desert travelling technigues 32 Deserts that should be 55
CHABTER THREE The Eastern Desert 55
The Far Western Desert 6
Preparation 35 3
P X The Great Central Desert 7I
The vehicle (4\WD} 35 Nullarbar Plain 8
Navigation and navigation systems 36

g
8
g
£



CHAPTER $1X

Gibson Desert 89
Gibson Desert 89
Gary Junction Road 90
Gary Highway 94
Eagle Highway. 95
Sandy Blight Junction Road 96
CHAPTER SEVEN

Great Sandy Desert 101

Great Sandy Desert ror
Wapet Road 103
Telfer Mine Road 104
Canning Stock Route 104
CHAPTER EIGHT

Great Victoria Desert 113
Great Victoria Desert 113
Anne Beade]l Highway II5
Gunbarrel Highway 120
Connie Sue Highway 125
CHAPTER NINE

Little Sandy Desert 127
Little Sandy Desert 127
Talawana Track 127
CHAPTER TEN

Moon & Painted deseris 131

Moon & painted deserts 131
CTHAPTER ELEVEN

Pedirka Desert 135
Pedirka Desert 135

WI3HD309 BOH

CHAPTER TWELVE

Simpson Desert 138
Simpson Desert 138
French & QAA lines : 140
RigRoad 143
Other routcs 43
Strzelecki Desert 147
Strzelecki Track 147
Sturt Stony & Tirari deserts 151
Birdsville Track 152
CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Tanami Desert 155
Tanami Road 156
Atlas Legend 161
Great Desert Tracks Atlas 162
Guide to desert plants 243
Guide to deseri animals 249
Important contacts 255
Books to read and maps to use - 259
Index 261
Camping checklist 272

Atlas Legend — inside back cover

Dedications

To my father Trevor who introduced me to travelling, camp-
ing and instilled in me a greal love of the open spaces of
Australia. My wife Sharon, very early in our marriage, insisted
on a desert trip, and together we have visited every desert
(both real and imaginary) on this great continent. My sons
Brecon, Tyrer and Leigh car't wait for their first real desert trip
(the Great Sandy is a frequent request). To all of them, this
book is dedicated, and to Len Zell, who gently prodded me into
writing something I should have done years ago.

Ian Glover

To my daughter Sarah and her husband Peter Onions for their
continuing enthusiasm for deserts and the assistance in the
book's development and to their families for being them. To
Donald and Patricia Hood for all they have done. To my father
Andy Zell, who came with me for the shakedown stages, of life
and the deserts.

Len Zell



CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

Preface

Our purpose with this book is to help you discover our
Australian deserts, how to explore them safely following the
right rules and what life lives there - all underpinned with
their geology, geomorphology, habitats, human history and
uses. The atlas component provides the best possible mapping
available for safe navigation in these areas with additional
hints and information. We have included some pictorial
guides to the most commonly seen plants and animals with
information about each.

For the purposes of this book we have concentrated on
those ‘deserts’ recognised by the official names given by the
Geographical Names Board. There are 17 such named desezts.
The other deserts - whether real deserts, small areas of so-
called deserts or similar —we cover as well but in less detail or
explain our coverage. There are several massive arcas of un-
named deserts and we offer a remedy to that situation as well.

We are preat believers in the idea of using conumon sense in
any driving expedition. Qur experience shows that generally
only those who fail to plan the basics suffer at the hands of
nature or themselves. Our hints, checklists and suggestions come
from a combination of more than 6o years of motoring expezi-
ence in all parts of Australia. Whilst we have attempted to be
totally comprehensive wessiill find people in situations that defy
description of how they got there — please don't join that list!

Our lists are based on the minimum required and for many
items, such as clothes and food, that is all that is needed
deserts are not places for fashion shows, especially when you
overload a vehicle and reduce your safety, Our priority is to

prepare you well by not compromising on safety. Any time
you add more to the vehicle you equally increase the risks
unless it is a safety required item — balance it carefully.

We often will ‘signpost’ a site or piece of information allow-
ing you to explore it yourself, ideally enhancing your personal
discavery process, Many we have left out because they will be
obvious or there wasn't enough space. So always maintain an
eye out for places not mentioned or only signposied in this
book. There are many more places out there than are covered
in the book.

This book is the condensation of our combined desert expe-
riences and we often: chat around the fire about how humbled
and awed we are by the ‘immensity’ of our deseris. We often
get thissensation as we experience the desert environs, watch
sunrises and sunsets and the incredible subtle changes hap-
pening oul there every minute of each day. You will only see
itif you stop and look and this will take experience in how to
see iL. ‘Reading the landscape’ is an ability that lets you see the
geological, geomorphological and climatological features and
habitats and their associated living organisms in this massive
changing series of processes called Australia. Once you devel-
op some of these observational skills you too will be similarly
humbled by the desert world. That is when their power will
envelop you, as it has done us,and many others. Soak it in and
place high values on the privilege to be able to do so.

So get out there, Iearn to look, be humbied and above all go
safely and sensibly and ideally leave our deserts in better shape
than how you found them,

Red sandy dunes are typical of Australian deserts, some still a little mobile and others stable, fossilized and vegelated.
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Introduction — The Authors

The Authors

lan Glover

Ian is an automotive/remote area
travel journalist of some 30 years
standing, beginning his career with
Overlander Magazine, which he
later edited. Over the years he has
contributed to such diverse titles as
the Sydney Morning Herald, Wheels,
Indian Auto journal, 4x4 Japan and
4x4 International, though now
much of his time is spent on the
family farm Pyingerra® (in mid-
western NSW), inherited after his
father died in 2008. Here he is establishing a number of
Australian native food crops and related value-added products.
However, he still finds time to write for Overlander ¢ WD, the
Sunday Telegraph, Top Gear Australia and a personal favourite,
RM Williams Outback Magazine. Jan is also working on anoth-
er travel-related book and three novels.

A sell-confessed ‘seriphile’ (lover of arid areas), he has tra-
versed every one of Australia’s deserts —both real and illusory

- preferring the Great Sandy and the Gibson above all others.
He cites the Simpson as being ‘too crowded".

In 4WDs, Ian has followed the paths of many explorers,
both here and overseas: John Oxley’s trek to the Macquarie
Marshes (1978); O’'Donnell and Carr-Boyd in the Kimberley
(r985); Lawrence Wells (the Discovery Well Expedition in
1992 and the Calvert Centenary Expedition in 1996); David
Carnegie (Patience Well Expedilion in 2004); even the
Carthaginian general Hannibal over the French and Italian
Alps in 193! Other personal highlights were an exploration
of the Channel Country back in 1981, when very few people
went there, a solo trans-continental desert crossing from
Broome ta Sydney in 1987, participating in the Great Divide
Expedition in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado (1989), trav-
elling across ten Aussie deserts from Melbourne to Broome in
1990, and finally taking his family (wife Sharon, sons Brecon
(14) and 12 year-old twins Tyrer and Leigh) into the Great
Eastern, Strzelecki and Sturt Stony deserts in 2007.

Tan is interested in feedback about this book and can be
contacted on ianglovera@bigpond.com.

Len Zell

Len is a graduale biologist with
more than 35 years' experience in
marine and coral reef research, edu-
cation, management and eco-
tourism. He has travelled over
much of Australia in a variety of
vehicles and for many reasons.

He has written and illustrated
several books including Truth
Prevails (with Leonie Zell), Lonely
Planet Diving and Snorkeling
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, Wild Discovery Guides Kimberley
Coast, Wild Discovery Guides Shark Bay Ningaloo Coast and
Outback Pathways (with Susie Bedford) and Wild Discovery
Guides Australian Wildlife Roadkill. He also edited and pub-
lished Andy and Dulcie —his parents' biographies.

Len is an adjunct senior lecturer in the School of Marine &
Tropical Biclogy at James Cook University in Townsville, At

the University of Queensland he was instrumental in the
establishment of AustraLearn and Travel.earr.

He has two species of coral named after him for his contri-
butions to Marine Science, is a respected field guide with
experience throughout Australia especially North
Queensland, Great Barrier Reefl, Kimberley and Shark Bay-
Ningaloo as well as the South Pacific.

Len has travelled as a lecturer and field guide on many ter-
restrial expeditions by foot, 4WD and coach and marine
expeditions on super yachts, small private vessels, expedi-
tionary ships and luxury cruise liners. He has consulted for
and appeared in Australian documentaries, news and current
affairs programs as well as for Discovery Channel, BBC,
Ushuaia Nature (France) and Fox. He chaired Dive Queensland
for two years, was on the Council of the Australian College for
Seniors and worked for six seasons on the wreck of the HMS
Pandora with the Queensland Museum. His work as a stills
photographer/videographer has contributed Lo the success of
many books and expeditions.

He can be contacted at websites www.wilddiscoverycom.au
and www.lenzell.com, or via email on len@Ilenzell.com.
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Using the maps

Hema Maps produces an enormous variety of maps both for
Australia and overseas. This book is an expansion of their Great
Desert Tracks, Pilbara and Mid West WA maps. Each text section
contains an inset from a Hema map that is relevant o the
desert being covered. Each map in the atlas section at the rear
of the book has the adjacent page numbers allowing you to
navigate from one page to the next. You can also buy the map
sheets or CDs, and the maps are also available on Hema's GPS
unit, the Hema Navigator.

Use of scientific and common
names for animals and plants

We have not used any scientific names of the plants or ani-
mals, unless absolutely forced to do so! If we use capitals on
the name of an animal e.g. ‘Red Kangaroo' it means that it isan
identifiable species. If we dor’t use capitals, such as kangaroc;,
it means it is more than one species or it is unidentifiable to
species level in this use.

Making the Guide —
The Wild Discovery Guides story

Highly accurate and informative text and images are Wild
Discovery Guide’s primary service. Their philosophy is simple
to stimulate your imagination rather than satisfy your curiosity. To
meet this philosophy we hope to leave you asking more ques-
tions at the end, rather than at the start of a trip.



