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"ENCOURAGING THE LOVE OF GOOD BOOKS" :

THE SCHOOL LIBRARY AS .A CENTRE FOR RECREATI ONAL READING .

While many school ~ibraries during the last twelve hundred years

hav e been e s t ablished t o supp or t the i ns t r uct i onal programme of the

school, others, particularly since the l ate eighteenth cent ury , have

been establishe d as a source of r ecreational and l eisure .reading for

pupils. But while many libraries of f iction and rec r eational reading

materials in s c hool s have sough t ' to e nco urage c hi l d re n t o I1s e e k in

beok s a pleasant r ecreation",l s uch l i braries have al so been s een as

encouraging the crea t ive an d wc r t hwhi le use of l e isure time, Z devel~p-

ing a dis criminating t a s te in beok s,3 encouraging "the r eading habit" ,It

and building the character of the pupils through exposure to

"wholesome"S or "healthy" literature. In the nineteenth cent u r y and

in t he early twentiet h century, though school l i braries were promoted

"for purposes of en j oyment " , 6 it was taken for granted that "the love

1. New Sout h Wales Minister for Education, 1938. From New South
Wales, Educati on Gaze t te , 32(1938), p.39l . . Quot ed by Alan George
Shea rman , The Development of Depa r t ment al High School Libraries in
New South Wale s, (Post-gradu<;l.te Diploma in Librarianship thesis, .
Un iversi ty of New South Wales, 1963) ,p.J2.

2. Cha r les C. Certain, ' "Public Schoo l Libraries", Library Journal,
43 (1917), p.J61.

3. Library As sociation of Australia. Children' s Libraries Section,
Standards and Ob jectives for School Libraries, (Melbourne, 1966),
pp. 6-7.

4. Repor t of Mr . Inspector Walker, Braidwood District. New South
Wales,Public Instruction Gazette, 30 May 1908, p.332 .

5. Henry Farr; Library Wor k Wi t h 'Childre n , (Cardiff, 1910), p.4.

6. Certain, "Public School Libraries", p.361.
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of . r e adi.ng ll I 1 lit he ze add.nq habit It, or ' lla love of. good books I~ ,2 was

a sel f - evident good which r equi r ed no justification , and which,

indeed , could be used t o j ustif y the provision of "s chool librarie s

fo r purposes of enj oyment " . 3 So while t eache r s were encouraged tCi

remove "all handicaps .. which mighti/llpai r the enjoyment of r eading", "

t his en joyment was not often se en as an end in i t s e l f, but r ather as

a means of deve l oping "str ong mot i ve s f or and permanent inte r est in

reading IJ ,5 of encouraging the "pro f i table use .. . of l e i s ure t i me II , 6

and even of providi ng a s t r ong moral influence in the school . ?

The s chool library as a source of r e cr e at i on and r e ading for

pleasur e is a newer concept of s chool l i br a r y service than that of

the school library as a source of suppor t fo r and enrichment of

t eaching and learning wi thin the school , if only because t he pub l ish-

i ng of books designed to give children pleasure and entertai nment

came rathe r l ate r t han the production o f books designed to i nstruct

them . Because few boo~s we re produced with the deliberate aim of

giving children pleasure until t he eighteenth century ,S children ' s

libraries t o cater for leisure reading did not develop unti l the

l ate r years of t hat century . And even when t hey di d begin to

1. H. T. Cox , "London Schoo l Board Libraries ", ·The ·Li b r a r y
Chroni c le , ~ ( 1887 ) , p.169.

2 . Farr , Li br a ry Work With ·Children , p.4.

3 . Certain , "Publi c Schoo l Li brari es", p . 361.

4 . Cec i l De Wi tt Boney; A ·Study ·of Library Reading ·in ·the ·Primar y
Grades , (New York , 1933) , pp.58 -59 .

5 . I b i d .

6 . Library Association of Australia . Children 'S Librari es Se ction ,
Standards ·and Ob j ect i ve s ·f o r ·SchooI Li br a r i e s , p. 6 .

7 . Farr , ·Li b r a rv Wor k With Children , p . 4 .

8 . F . J. Harvey Darton; Children ' s Books ·i n ·Engl and : . ·Fi ve Cent ur i e s
·o f ·Soc i a l ·Li f e , (Cambridge , 1932) , p .l.
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develop, adults had mixed feelings about them . The Puri t an influence

caused many t o doubt that what children en j oyed could po s sibly be

goo d f or them, while the strong didacti c t radi tion in books pr oduced

~n Engl ish for chi l dren WaS evi de nt even in t he works, speci f i ca l l y

de signed, from t he eightee nth centur y onwards, to gi ve pleasur e .

Both t hese tradition s influenced strongly the ear l y r e creational

libraries ,e s tabli shed for schoo l children. The assumption that

fiction had t o be good f or chi ldren l ed in the nineteent h cerrtury to

a stress on the r ole of t he f iction librar y i n ,deve:l.oping "the

r e ading habi t" in children : if t he contents of the works r e ad wer e

no l onger necessari ly de s igne d t o i mprove and instruct , t he act of

r e ading was i tself s een t o have an educationa l value independently o f

those contents. The didactic an d moral tradition s t i l l influences

s~hool l ibrarie s ' and their col lect ions t oday, principal l y in ,t he form

o f pressure appl ied by outsi de groups wanting t o exclude par t icular

types of books or to prescribe par ticul a r value s in the se lecti on of

r e ading matter.

For several cent ur i e s bef o re the development of printing with

moveable type in t he fi f t eent h centurY, ,book s were p r oduced for the

ins truction of ch i l dren , usually written by schoo l mas t e rs , whether

, monks , secular clergy, o~, mor e rare l y , laymen. The s e were l esson

books, generally intended f or the children of wea l t hy families, with

the text usually i n rhyme or in questi on-and-answer ("catechism"l

f orm. Both these f ormats remai ned popul ar with writers f or chi l d ren

into the nineteenth century. None of these books was meant' t o gi ve

delight to the young: the usual topics they t r e ated were ,r e l i gi ous

pre cepts, natura l science , t he ' dut y of children , ,an d manners an d

customs ("courte sy books"l. The book s of ma,nners we;t;e a t first
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des.igned for "be Le habees", o r noble youths , and were concerned as

much wi t h etique tte and correct behaviour as with piety and morals .

La t er simi l ar books were p roduced in the vernacular for chi ldren of

hlunbl er rank: one such wa S 'The Babe e s 'Book , written i n about 1475-

s o t hat "all of tender yea r s may receive instruction i n courtes y and

virtue".! I n additi on to the se, purely ' instr uctional wor ks wer e

produced, from the ear l y Middle Ages , "for buddi ng grammarians,

novitiates of t he Church , or courtiers -to-be" . 2

Apart f rom these instructional works , howeve r I "chi.Ldz-en I s

li t era t ure" as defined by Harvey Dart on - "wor ks produced ostens i b l y

t o give ch i ldren spon t aneous pleasure and not primarily t o teach

t hem, nor solely to make them good , no r to keep t hem prof itabl y

quie t ,,3 - di d not exi s t du ring t he Middle Ages . Wil liam McMunn

claims that "during t he medieval per iod , there wa s no literar y ge nr e

de signed expressly for the en t e r t a i nment o f childr en,, ;4 while poi n t -
"

ing out that children would have be en fami liar with the orally trans-

mitted l egends and heroic tales which wer e availabl e to all , and t ha t

thos e who could r ead would have had 'access to the written Li.t.e r-e .

a t ur e gene r a l ly ava i l ab l e to adults and chi ldren . S Al len M. Bars t ow

ha s also s uggested t ha t while i t i s doub tful whe the r any l i t erature

was written solely for childr en in the Middl e Ages, "it is quite

plausible to say t hat all v~rnacular fiction was directed towar d an

1. Anonymous , The Babees Book , edited by Edi th Ricke r t , (n.p."
1908).

2. Mary F. Thwai t e, From Primer 't o Pl e as ure in Readi ng , (Boston,
1972), p.3 .

3. Darton , Childr en's 'Books i n 'Engl and , p.l.

4. Wi l l i am Rober t McMunn , "The Literacy o f Medieval Chi l dren " ,
Chi l dren 's Li terat ur e , 4 (19 75) , p. 36.

5. ' I b i d . , pp. 36 - 41.
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aud f.ence that contai'ned children " , in an e ra when childhood was not

seen as a pe r iod of life in whi ch a person had di f fe rent needs ;

emotional and physical , from those of adul t s. l

After the development of pr i nt i ng in Eur ope, edi t ions o f adult

works, pa r t i cul a r ly r omances, which obviously had some appeal f or

children , began t o appear and we kn ow that t hey were in fact read by

children in search of entertainment . 2 Wil liam Caxton, England ' s

f i r s t printer , issued a series o f s uch books i n t he 1480s ', incl uding

Aesop 's Fables i n English (1484) ; Sir Thomas 'Ma lory ' s Morte d ' Arthur

(14 85) , 3 The Hi s t or ye of 'Reyna rt the Fox (1485 ); 4 and The Recuyel l ,

, of the Hi s ,t oryes of Troye (1475) • All o f thes e are in f ac t s t i ll

r e ad, in "modern e di t i ons , by many childr en t oday. But t he y woul d

have been more l ikely to 'be in ad ult book col lections in the Middle

Ages than i n coll e ct i ons owned , or us e d only , by chi ldren . Howeve r

amongst Caxton' s ear l ie s t publishi ng ventures were works designed

specifically for children: cour te sy bo oks and pr ime r s writ t en for

their ins truction an d t r aining. I n 1477 Caxton published the Book

of Cur t as Ye of Ly t yll J ohn, wr i t ten in verse by an unknown monkS an d

1. Al l en M. Bars t ow, "The Concep t of the Child i n the Middl e Ages" ,
Children ' s Li terature , 4(1975), pp . 41-44. '

2 . Bennett A. Brockman , "Children and Lit e r atu r e i n Late Medieval
England " , 'Chi l d r en ' s Literature , 4 (1975) , p.59.

3. This work was completed by Malory as a series of self-contained
s tories ; i n 1470 , and read i n manuscript unt il it was printe d ,
s lightly a ltered by Caxton into a con t inuous narrative , i n 1484.
Cornela Meigs , in COrnelia Meigs , Anne Thaxter Eaton , Elizabet h
Nesbitt , and Ruth Hill Viguer s ,A Cr itical History 'o f Children's
Li t e r ature;-( New'York, 1953), p. 29 .

4 . Caxton 's own t rans l a tion of a Dut ch romance an d s atire by the
poet Wil lem . Meigs, Eaton , Ne sbi t t , and Viguers, 'A 'Cr i t i ca l
'Hi s t or y of 'Chi l dr en ' s 'Li t e r at ur e , p . 33. '

5. I bi d. , p .32.
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contain i ng i nstruction f or boys on manne rs, directions for saying

prayers on r ising, on how to dress appropriately , on behaviour at the

table , and even on walki ng L~ the street .

Though not technical ly a "bo ok ", having no pages to t urn, the

hornbook was t he first l e s son book which would have been available to

a l l children who received instruction, since many wer e i nexpens ive.

These hornbooks, which appa r ent l y f i r s t came i nto use before t he

middle o f the sixteenth century , l wer e little wooden paddles on which

lesson sheets of vel lum or parchment were pasted . Over this sheet

was l aid a piece ·of t r an spa r ent ho r n to protect it from dirt and

damage. The i llustr ation on t he fol lowing page shows a hornbook of

fa irly common type. 2 Most were about seven centimetres by ten or

. twelve centimetres; whi le they were generally made fa i r ly roughly.

of wood , some very beaut i ful ones s ti l l exist in l ea·t he r, r a r e

car ved wood , even s i l ver filigree. 3 The l e sson sheets of the horn -

book, as in t he one illustrated , began with a cross (+ , "Chr i s t' s

cross" , _ II Chr i st:-c ros s", "criss-c ross" ) fo l l owed by the alphabet i n

smal l and large l ett e r s; then t he vowe l s; the vowels in combination

wi t h consonants; sometimes t he nine digits ; t he invocation "In the

name of t he Father , and o f the Son , and of the Holy Ghost, Amen";

and the Lordls Prayer .

Around 1746 another .kind of l ess on book , known as the bat tledore,

1. Though Tuer claims t ha t "the truth probably is t hat the horn-book
was i nve nted at an ear lier period than this , but t ha t it was not
genera l ly us ed until towards t he close of the sixteenth century" .
Andrew W. Tue r, Hi s t or y of ·t he Ho r n-Book, (London, 1897), p . 5.

2 . From Tue r , Hi s t o r y of ·the ·Horn~Book , p .304.

3 . Beulah Fol msbee , A ·Little ·History ·ofthe ·Hor n -book , (Bos t on , 194 2) ,
p .43.
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A seventeent h - century hor nbook. (Fr om an i l l ustration i n Andrew w.
Tuer , Hi s t o r y of t he Ho r n -B o o k , (Lond o n , 18 9 7) , p. 304 .)
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came into use . This consisted of a cardboard sheet f o l ded three wa ys

and printed with the alphabet a nd numerals . In addition i t often

included i llustrations , poems , sho r t s entences to r ead, and s o me

entertaini?g matter . It t oo , however , remained pr i mari l y a device

for instructing children in the basics of reading .

The hornbook and t he battledore were t he forerunners of t he

alphabet books which have been p r oduced s ince the seventeenth cent ur y .

The ear l ies t were purely didactic , usually consisting o f letters of

t he alphabet i n various forms , both capital and s mall , in r oman and

ita lic , and often in "black l e t t e r " · too . From the early eightee nt h

cen tur y many a l phabet books showed a l e t t e r with a woodcut picture

be low or beside it , as on the battledores .Often the l e t t e r illu-

s t r a ted appeared several times in a rhyme beiow t he picture , t ho ugh

s omet i me s not , as i n this example from the press of J. Kendre w o f

York , printed i n about 1830. 1

10 J.\e " A,..n .I'LL.

o 0 I' I'

Then tIlt"next thint:
Thl'.'" mad e a s",inJ;.
nut Jill sri up a l>i;:;- err.
For the swin:: enve way.
10 t ile mid st of tile pb}',
And threw her Jillo the pie-sty.

1. From a copy in. the Unive rsi ty o f Not tingh am Library' s Briggs
Colle c tion.



46 7

Other early books available t o children were those s ol d by

chapme n ,l t he itinerant merchants , hawkers , o r peddlars of the

seventeenth and eighteenth century , who travelled a r ound t he co un t r y

wi th packs' of trink e t s and household goods , including t he s e cheap

~ittle books which could be bought for as l i t tle as a penny .2 The s e

, "chapbooks " perhaps originated as ball ad sheets o r broadsides , fo lded

to make a boolet of e ight or twelve paper s . Later they assumed t he

fami l iar f orm of a miniature booklet, with s i xt een to thirty-two

pages , in a format of around t en ce n t i metres high by s ix cent imetres

wi de . Binding was ve ry s i mp l e : though sixteenth cen t ur y chapbooks

wer e p r obab l y crudely bound as a rule , later chapboo ks had no cover

a t all , or were bound in r ough sugar bag paper with no l ettering, 'or

in "dut ch " paper, an attractive multi - col our ed paper p articular ly

used on the sma l l format children 's chapbooks . 3

The se little books were original ly pr odu ced for adult s ; they

we r e often frowned upon by the educa t ed uppe r c l asses , but the common

people o f England bought them in great numbers . Whi le they may have

been passed r ound by hand to numerous r eaders , both t heir format a nd

their content would have r endered t hem unsuitable for inclusion i n

t he few lib r arie s of the t ime. Their subj e ct.s included traditional

tales , folklore stories combining his t o ry and l e ge nd, magic , and t he

old wives ' tales which "gave the reader consolation , entertainment:,

1 . For a discussion of chapbooks and the chapmen who so l d t hem, see
Victor E . Neuburg, 'Popul a r Education in Eighteenth Century
England , (London , 1971), particularly Chapte r 5, "Chapbook s :
origin and Distribution ", (pp . 1l5 - l25) ; Victor E. Neuberg , The
'Pe nny Hi stories , (Ox f or d , 1968) , pas sim .

2. Thwaite; 'Fr om 'Pr i me r 't o 'Pl e as ur e , p.40 .

3. Peter scockham , "Coll e c t i n g Chapbooks"; Antiquarian 'Book Monthly
Review , 3 (19 76), p.2 39 .
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and practi ca l advice".! They i nclude d medieva l roman ces s uch a s the

Arthurian l egends, l e gendary t a l es like °J ack ot he oGi ant - Ki l l e r ,

romances wi t h a factual founda t i on like Dick Whi t t ington, and

stories of other heroes o f l owly birth like Wat Tyler and JackoStraw.

There were collection o f riddles, dream-books, and humorous ota l es ,

o f t e n crude and r i bald, which still r ead i n an e a r thy , lively way.

The r e is much evidence that children bo ught and r ead t hese little

books , 2 ~d though as early as I S63 a f ew specia l ly wr i tten chapbook s

were being produced f o r them, i t was not until t he l ate seventeent h

and e a r ly e ight eenth century that a l a r ge chapbook literature

developed spec i f icall y for them. Many of the earlier chapbooks would

have been sui t able fo r both adul t s an d ch i l dr en ; later alphabe t

books, moral and r eligious tales , and s mal l instructional manuals,

were p r o duced for t he ch i l d r e ader. Ta l e s like The Tr agicall Death

of an Apple Pie, J ack J i ngle, Cock Robi n , and Thellis t ory of Little

Tom Tucker3 (an illustrat ion from whi ch is given full s ize below) ,

1 ; Peter St ockham, review of R. Thompson (cd . ) , Samuel Pepy's
Penny Me rriments , (London, 1976), i n Ant i quar ian Book Month l y
Revi ew, 9(1977), p.2S . ° -

2. Percy Muir , Engli sh Children 's °Books 1600 t o 1900, (New York,
1969), p.27.

3. From a copy print ed by J. Kendrew, Colliergate, York, in the
early ni neteenth °cen t ur y , i n the Briggs Collection , Uni ve rsity
of Notti n gham Librar y. This double page illustration shows
pages 2 and 3. The illustration on the l eft i s t ot ally un r elated
t o the t e xt, and was s imply us ed by the pub l i she r as a space
f iller. I t had previously appeared i n another chapbook i s sued by
tho s ame publi sher; °The °Hous e ot ha t oJ ack oBui l t , where i t was used
t o show the °"Priest all s haven and shor n " ; s uch r epetition of
illustrations from book to bo ok was typical of t he methods of
the chapbook publishers.
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r

TOM: TOCI:J£B.;'·

••

Little T«D Tucker,
Sillj' fnt y(>Q.f IJUpper•

What .tlall J aingfor1
White bread and wtler.

Ha. sh&1l J cvt it,
Wrtbnut. knife;:

ADd bvw .baIl I -"1
WtthoGt rnr-a~ t .-

@M:~rJAI

were among the first tales written to entertain and amuse as well as

to instruct children. These small and inexpensive booklets,

disdained by educators and the upper classes, have their successors

in the various forms of sub-literature available to children today,

including cornics and popular periodicals.

Puritan influences were strong in England in the seventeenth

century; though the chapmen were peddling large nwnbers of their

lighthearted, often lurid stories, there were very few conventional

books published for children which did not reflect the conviction

that religious beliefs form the basis for the whole of human life.

The authors were fully aware of the importance of indoctrinating the

young, and moral tales were written to cultivate in children an

abhQrence of sin and to reinforce the Puritan socia~, economic, and

re1igi.ous ideals. While these stories seem morbid and terrifying

tqday, with. their emphasis on martyrdom and death, they were written

frQl1l an earnest desire to make .. children h"ppy: tihat; is, secure in

the "voidance of " very vividly depicted Hell and in the "ssurance

of Heaven , However their method of te"ching was to instil in
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ch ildren a de s i re t o do- good base d on a f ear of Hell should they do

otherwi se, and i n drawing vivid pictur es of the consequences of sin

the y of t en produced passages of violence and horror whi ch woul d

general ly be considered most unsuit able for chi ldren today .

One such book, _ l ong popular with those paren t s and t eachers

whose chief a im wa s t o save ch i ldr en 's souls and to r e s cue them from

t he c l utches of Satan , was A Token f or Childr en: Be i ng an Exact

Account of t he Conve rsion , Holy an d Exemplary Lives, and J oyful

Deat hs , of Several Young Children, written in 1671 by a Puritan

cle rgyman, Jame s J aneway .l I n this gl oomy book thirteen e xe mplar y

chi ldren spent their live s trying to r eform, improve, and conver t a l l

t hose whom they encounte red . They devoted considerable t i me to

brooding o n sin and eternal t onnent and t he state of t heir own sou ls , _

befor e dying young , s o earning early the i r j ust r eward in Heaven.

Percy Muir has commented t hat "death might indee d be a -happy release
I

f rom the r egime enforced by the i nexorable author " who requi red in hi s

characters "a ri gid abstinence from all f orms of secular en joyme n t , -

courage t o r ebuke fri volity i n ot hers , espec ial ly t hose near est and

dearest " , while they wer e t o "s oberly re j o ice a t the funerals of the

ble s sed, cons tantlY• . . r emind [themselves] o f the inherent t endency to

s in , an d t o be on guard agai ns t the wi les of Sat an ".2 The book opens

with_a brief exhor tat ion t o parents , who were r esponsible f or the

conversion and sal vat ion of t heir children . "Is not your duty clear?

and dare you neglect s o di r e ct a com.~d? Are the souls of your

ch i l d r en of no value? Are you willi ng that t he y shoul d be Br an ds of

1. The t itl e page i l lustration on the next page come s f~om a copy in
the Bodleian Libr a r y, ~0 .R .97.Th .

2. Muir; -Engl i s h Chi l dren's -Books 1600 -to -1 900 , p .30.
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A·

T 0 1( · E" N
. . FOR'

CHI L D R·E'N.
BEl N G

, ,

An Exact Account of the' Com..cr-'
Don, H oly: arid E xemplary , Lives

. and Joytu I Deaths of Ievcral young
Child ren. '

By JAM E S JA N E WAY,

M inijier of tb« Co!pel.
•

. '...
To which is added,

\ A TOKEN for the CHlr,OREN .
of NEW-ENG LAND.

o R,
Some Examples of (hildren. in whom the

. Fear of GOD was remark-Ely Budding be.
fore they died, in Ieveral P arts of ,N F. W.
E NGLA ND. .,',

Prr(rrv-d and pu~ Ii Cl.d (or rbe Enco..ra~eme"t of P'i,.".',
. in other Chiidrr.n. . .

Wi·h N... Addiriort.

B o S 'T 0 N. Pr inled :. · .
13 H JLA lJ E LPHI A, Re-printed, and fold hr. ;, i

B. fal>~Jtl.H :, .IDd D. HALL, MDCC%Ll~. · . i
;1
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Hell ? .. Shall the Devi l run away with them without controul?"!

J aneway r equired them to pray wi t h and for the ir ·chi l dr en , and to

e ncourage t hem to r ead right thr ough this book.

As part of t heir normal instruction, chi l dren were requi red to

memorise catech isms s uch as that o f . John Cotton, produ ced in England

i n 1646 an d in print for over t wo hundre d years : . Spiri tual Milk f or

Boston Babe s in e i t her England, drawn from the Breasts of both

Testaments fo r thei r Soul s' Nourishmen t . 2 He us ed a question - and -

answe r appro ach, wi t h such questi ons as "How di d God make you?" an d

the aocompanyi.n q answer trr wa s conceived in s i n and born in iniquity"

to d rive home Puritan t eaching. Pri mers used for elementary instruc-

t i on i n schools , an d gi ven t o chi l dren as i mproving l eisure r e ading,

were s i mil a r in purpo s e an d con t ent. One such work was Ben jamin

Harris I The Protestant 'rutor , Ins t r ucting Chi ldren t o Spel and r ead

Engl ish , and Groundi ng Them in t he True Prote stant Reli gion and

. . \
D~ scover~ng t he Er r ors an d Deceit s o f t he Papi s t s, written in 1679 as

par t o f h i s running campaign against t he "e vils" of ·Roman Cathol icism.

I t does cont ain an a lphabe t , r ead ing e xe rcise s , praye rs , and les s ons

f or chi l dren , but the bul k of the books is a vigorous anti-Catholic

tract gr aphical ly illustrated wi th pi cture s of people bei ng tortured

by the Papists. 3 A typi cal illus t r ation from it is shown on page

474.

1. J ames Janeway, A Token For Children , (fa csi mile edn , New York ,
1977), n .p.

2. The title page i l lust rat ion on p .473 is from a copy in t he
Ros enbach Collect i on of t he Free Libr a ry of Phi l ade l ph i a .

3 . The illustration s show torture by , among other met ho ds , boiling
vi ctims a l ive , hangi ng them by the hair , bu rning them at t he
stake , h aving them torn ap a r t hy wi l d dogs, and str an g l i n g t hem.
Ben j amin .Ha·rr i s ; The Protestant Tutor , . (f acs i mile edn, New York ,
1977). The illustration r ep r oduced is f rom page 62.
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Another work, similar in intent and just as popular, was The New

England Primer, which from 1680 waS studied by children learning to

read.! I4 too,included the alphabet, with illustrations, pages of

syllables, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, and a

Catechism.

These compilations, and others like them, were honestly intended

"as light literature to bring joy to the hearts of their young

readers" ,2 and the authors were undoubtedly sincere, since they could

conceive no greater joy than in saving souls from damnation. 3 It is

not surprising, however, that children turned to the chapbooks for

1. It has been estimated that in the period 1680 to 1830, between
six and eight million copies. of .The New England Priroer were
printed. Daniel A. Cohen, preface to Anonymous; ·The ·Ne w En g1 and
Priroer ·En1arged, r~acsimi1e edri, New York, 1977), p.vi.

2. Muir; English Children's ·Bo oks.·.'1600 ·t o 1900 , p.33.

3. Gilliam Avery; ·Chi 1dhood ' s .Pattern , (London, 1975), p.104.
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lighter ' r e ading. 'So by the end of the seventeenth century two major

literary tradi tions had deve l oped f or childr en: ser ious bo oks with

a didactic and moral pur pose i and lighthearted and more ephemer a l,
literature in the popul a r tradition. The former were frequently used

in the actual instruction of chi l dren', and " hi l e ' t he more popular

titles later came t o f orm part of the s t ock of the Sunday school, and

some t i mes the nation a l s chool, library, t hey were genera l ly seen in

the seventeenth cen tury as having a more ser ious purpose than that of

pr oviding l eisure r e ading: t he l atter, were ne ver r e garded as sui table

'f or libraries. 1

At the 'begi nning ,o f t he eighteenth cent ury , t hen, li t erature for

children consisted a l most e n t i re ly of t he Purit an-inspired devotional

manuals and wor ks de signed to l ead chi laren towards salvation , books

on behaviour (or courtesy books) , and bo oks f o r class room use. 2 In

addi t i on t he r e wa s the sub- l i terat ure o f t he chapbo oks; some adul t

books whi ch chi ldren read an d enjoyed , i ncl ud ing cl assics like Defoe ' s

Robi nson Crusoe and Bunyan 's Pilgrim 's Progress; and edi t i ons of

, f o l k t a l e s , one of t he earlie st of which wa s Charles Perrault's

Hi s t oir e s ou Contes du Temps Pass.f , first pub l ished in Par 'is in 16 97,

1. Though ' chapbooks did net fo rm part of t he s t ock of l i braries,
theY,had, as we will ,see , a great inf l ue nce on l i terature for
chi l dren during , the e ighteenth and nineteenth cent uries , hence
t he discuss i on of them in t hi s chapt er. However, s i nce it is
school l ibraries, an d not chi l dren 's l iterature, whi ch forms the
subj ect o f t his chapt e r , othe r forms of sub-l i t erature for
children - pennY, dr e adful s, comics , children 's per iodi cals - whi ch
sel dom or neve r appea r i n l ibraries, wi l l no t be discussed .

2 . William Sloane i n the 1950s p r oduced a detailed and s cho lar l y
study of works pub l i s he d f o r chi l dren between 1557 and 1710,
excl ud i ng educational works; he f ound that ne a r ly all t he books
were directed t owa r ds mor al improve ment o r r eligious t e aching.
Wi l l iam S loane , Children 's ' Books 'i n 'Engl and' and America ' i n ' t he
17th ce ntury : A 'Hi s t or y 'and a Che cklis t, toge ther wi th "The
Youn g Chri s t ian's Library", the fi r st pr i nted cata l ogue of books
for childr en, ,(New York, 1955).
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and available from the 1730s in English as Tales of Mother Goose . 1

During the eighteenth century the two major tradi tions in

literature for children - the Puritan-inspired manuals , and t he

chapbooks - gradually became less distinct , each having an influence

on the other~ This gradual merging of the two traditions was aided

by a we akenInq: of the Calvinis t doctrine of total infant depravity;

the emergence of the idea that children l earned bes t when en joyi ng

themselve s (an idea s ys temat ised in the work of philosopher John

Locke ) ; and the comme r cial acumen of pub l ishe r s who s ough t to t ap

t he child market r evealed by t he s ale of t he chapbooks, while s t i l l

appealing to parent s ' des ire for respectability.

John Locke , in the 1690s , wrote that a chi ld , r a t he r than being

furced t o learn t h r ough a fear of damnation if he did not, shoul d

"be cozen'd into a Knowl edge of the Letters " through games and "s ome

e asy pleasant Book, su i t e d to his Capacity •••wherein the Entertain -

ment that he finds might draw him on , and reward his Pains in Read - '

ing ~ . 2 Locke 's influence is apparent on John Newbery , one of the

earliest publ i shers for. ch i l dren whose work showed this "shi f t from

stern morality to amus ing instruction" .3 Newbery quoted Locke 's

advice , for the benefit of parents, in the preface to his A Li t t l e

Pretty Pocket-Book , first i s sued in 1744 ,4 a work whi ch has been seen

as revolutionising "the methods and outworn ideas associated wi th

1. Eric Quayle , "Early Chi ldren ' s Books, Part One", Antiquarian Book
Monthly Review, 7 (1 980}, p . l 77 .

2. Quoted by Mary Ann Nels on, A 'Comparative Anthology 'of 'Children 's
Li t erature, (New York, 1972} , :p . 9 .

3 . I bi d . , p .9.

4. John Newbery , A 'Little 'Pre t t y 'Pocke t - Book , a facsimile edition
wi th an introductory e ssay an d .bi b l i ogr aphy by M.P. Thwaite ,
(London , 1966) , pp . 55 -57.
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what the adult world considered s uitable books for the young " . l

Another e a r l y publisher whos e work shows , the influence of Locke was

Thomas Boreman. In a note a t the beginning of h i s miniature book

~e Gigantick History of the Two Famous Giants . • . , published, i n

1741 , Boreman 's a i d that "during t.he- I n f ant - Age", when a chi ld was

"ever busy and always inquiring , t here is no f ixing the attention 'o f

the mind , but by amusing it " . 2 He went on t o provide a fast-moving

\

but highly moral story b a s ed on the old chapbook tales of .the , giants

Corineus a nd Gogmagog , printed in very s mal l dwarf books that a child

could handle e a s i l y , as s hown by the ful l-size r eproduction of the

title page and frontispiece .

G UI Ln n AL L G I A:"T ~.
I

~

T U J:

Giganrlck Hiner)'
Of the uvo :~m .,'H

G IA N T S,
And other

C u n rosr T I E.'

I
t Ll G/IiMb.fl/t London.

i I!h !r~ Eclit!~~l.•_ ~?~·r(.{I.c: :. .

! , Print:d I~,r 1"h~ .!J~""IfJ". rli9""kfeller,nm rhe rwc!I ghnu in GuNdlu!i. Lou·
:foll. lNl. [Price Pi.t. - - . ..t.

While Newbe~~ was not the f i r s t publisher of att ractive and

1. Eric Quayle , "The Earliest .9'J i 1d r e n ' s Books"; 'Ant i qua r i a n 'Book
Month1y'Re view , 2, 12(19751., p .9 .

2 . Thomas Bore man, 'Th e Gi gan t i ck 'Hi s t o r y of 'the '~vo Famous Giants,
'and Ot her 'Cu r i o s i t i e s i n ' t h e Gu i ldhal l , London; (London, 1 741) ,
[P . i) .
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l i ght he a r t e d books f o r t he young ; l he waS probably the most success 

f ul . 2 In his pre face to The 'Chi l d ' s New Plaything , one of his

earliest children 's books , he wrote ' '' ' Ti s hoped the whol e wi l l be

seen rather an Amusement than a Task " ; this sentiment wa s the ke y 't o

all h i s "publ i shing fo r .children . " A p r ominent word on the title p age

of his Little Pretty Pocke t-Book is "amusement ", t oo; the chi l d r e n who

r ead it were not on ly to be instructed, but a l so to be entertained . 3

Sold f or the price o f s ixpence , this book came i n a t t ract i ve gilt and

embossed paper covers , and with the f r ee gifts of a ball and a pin-

cushion , " t he use of which will infallibly make Tommy a good boy , and

Polly a goo d girl " .4 The book cont ai ned t wo l e t t e r s purpor t i ng to be

from a ve ry mor a l J ack the Giant-Killer, giving mild l ec t ur e s on good

1 . , I n 173 6 Thomas Boreman prin~ed A Description o f a Grea t Variety
o f Anima l s , and Ve getabl e s, ..•Es pecially fo r t he Ente r tai nmen t of
Youth , and i n 17 42 pri nted The Hi story of Cajanus , t he Swedish
Gi ant . See ,Mui r , English Children' s Books 1600 to 1900, p.60.
Muir believes that there were a lso other pub lishe rs active i n
this field at this t i me , some of t he m basing thei r publications,
as did Boreman with the se cond title ,mentioned , on the ol d chap
book tiadit:ion. One such writer was II T.W. " , who in Queen Anne's
reign i s sued a s mal l twelve-page book entitled A Littl e Book for
Childr en, cons i sting chiefly o f a lphabets , including the r hyme
be ginning lIA was an Archer , a nd shot a t a Frog ". Without sermons
o r moral i s i ng , i t wa s me ant to instruct in lI a plain and p leasant
Way " . Mary F . Thwaite , in her I nt r oduc t i on t o Newbery , A Li t t l e
Pretty pocket~BoOk, pp.12-13 . Another pub l isher/wr i te r was Mrs .
Cooper , who in 1744 iss ued Tommy Thumb's Song-Book for a l l
little Masters a nd Misses : to be s ung to t hem by t heir Nurses

' t i l l the y can sing them thems elves . By Nurse 'I.ove chi l d ; . . .

2 . I n agreeme nt with this, Mary F. Thwaite, i n her Introduction t o
the 1966 edi t i on of A Little Pre t t y Pocket-Book by Newbery, noted
that though "se ve r al books had appeared be fore the 'Pocke t - Book to
show that publishing fo r children was pois ed for great s t r i de s
forward ... it wa s Newbery who had s uf f i c ien t energy and judgement
to expl oi t t he situation fully , and to make a steady success i n
the r egular production of books for the young." (p.12 )

3 . John Rowe ,Townse nd , written f or Children, An OUtline of English
Lan guage Chi ldr e n 's Li t e rat u re , (Harmondsworth, 1976), p.31 .

4. Newbery , A Little 'Pr e t t y 'Pocke t -Book , title page .
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behaviour, ask i ng Polly, for instance to continue to be "a good

gi r l , that every body may still l ove you".! The se were fo llowed by

an alphabet s e ct i on wi t h p i ct ures o f games , a more or l e s s

appropriat e rhyme, and a moral "rule o f lif e". In t he pict ures the

.ch i l dr en fly k i tes , play marble s, dance r ound t he May~pole , play

shut t l e - cock - a far cry from the work of J aneway, who woul d have

r egarded s uch activity .as a sinful waste of time whi ch could have

be en spent in r e ading the Bi ble and in prayer . The alphabe t sec t ion

i s followed by a l etter from J ack the Giant-Kil l er t o Tommy and

Poll y on their du tie s an d the import ance of l earn i ng; t he n a series

o f pictures of chi l dren at prayer, and reading; illus t r ated po ems

about t he seasons ; and s ome pr overbs . Much of this mat e rial is

s t i l l highly moral and· didact ic by t we ntieth century s t andards, but .

the maxims a r e "made mor e romant.Lc and pala·table by the s i gna t ur e

o f Jack the Gi ant - Ki l ler " . 2

\~ile pub l isher s like Newbe r y and Boreman success f ul ly us ed

device s like f ree gi f ts an d very small p ubl ishi ng formats, as well

as folk heroes and chapbook character s , to a t t ract t he child r e ader,

their works s t i ll partly r eflected the Pur i tan tradition out of

which they had grown. This i s pa r t i ucl a r l y apparent in t he need

they felt t o justify the f r i volity in their boo ks as an aid to

instruction. Their success . must have been an encouragement to otper

publishers; certainly many other bo oks for chil dren were publis he d

after A Little Prett y Pocket-Book, r eflecting, as that work did,

both the desire to · enter tai n and the desire t o instruct. One of

1. Ibid., p.70.

2. Zena Sutherlan d and May Hill Arbuthnot, Chil dr en and Books ,
(5th edn, Glenview, Ill., 1977), p .43.
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A LillI< Pretty

poe K E T ~ BOO K.
Int ended fer the

1N$T~U·CT.ON and AMU!!"'N~
o •.

LITTLE MASTER cr 0 M M r.•
ANI>

PRE.TTY MIss POL L r.
With Two Letters from

J A C K the GIANT-KILLER;
A.I ALsO

A BALL and P.lfCU .... ON·,
'th. Ur.orwhleh..in inhllibly maker.mmJ

a good Boy, ahd PIJlI.! :L good Girl.

To which is added,
A LITTLE SON G - BOO K,

B liN G

A Nt'UJ AI/tmpt to teach Children the ur. of
. th~ :Englijb A''"£tl, byW~'1 cf Di'fttl'ion.

LONDON,
:Plinted for J. NIWBU. V, at the !JiM, ~"J Su

in St. P4111', Cb"h~'·"rd.. 1167.
{Puce Six·rtntc bound,)

The title page and frontispiece of John Newbery's A Little Pretty

Pocket-Book.
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the se was the well··known Renowned History of Li t tle Goody Two Shoes ,

a j uveni le novel, published i n 1765 , which told the story of Mrs .

Margery Meanwell; an extremely virtuous child who survived the

tribulations of great poverty as an orphan , educa t ed herse l f , and

became first a governess and then the mis tress of her own school.

Before the end of the e i ghteent h century there had emerged

writers who specialised in producing literature fo r chi ldren , once a

demand had been e s tabl ished. It is t o the period f rom the l 770s

onwards tha t the earlie st s chool librari e s designed to cater to

children' s l e i s ur e r eading interests be l ong. The major writ ers of

the per iod , whose work formed a cons i de r able pa r t of t he collections

i n such l i br a r i e s , were women , many of whom produced juveni le

novel s which were i n keeping wi ,th the didactic and mora l t radition . l

They included Mrs ., Darbauld , Mrs. Tr i mme r , Lady Eleanor Fenn , t he

Taylors , Miss Edgeworth, and Mrs. Sherwood . Thomas Day was one of

the f ew notable mal e wri ters for chi l dren in the l780s; his novel

Sandford and Merton (1783) r emained popular into the l a t e nineteenth

century . Al l o f the se wr iters were to some e xtent influenced by the

phi losophy o f 'Rousse au , whose book Emile2 had been pub l i shed i n 1762 .

Rousseau 's ideas on education were based on allowing the ,ch i l d to

develop according to his natural instincts , leaving hi m free t o learn

through his senses rather t han through formal s chool i ng . Rousseau ' s

theories should have f r ee d children 's l iterature from didacticism;

i n f ac t fol lowe rs s eized upon the i dea t hat a child's spontaneous

interests should be used f or instructional purposes, so that

1. Muir , English Chi l dren ' s Books 1600 t o 1900 , p .179.

2. J e an J a cque s Rousseau , ' Emile, t ranslated by Barbara Foxley , with
an Introduction by Andre Boutet de Monvel , (London , 1911).
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children's books becam~ a tool for the· teaching of facts. 1

A book which ·is in many ways typical of those produced by

educators in the l at e e ighteent h century is Evenings at Home, by Dr .

Aiken and his sister Mrs. Barbauld , and published from 1792 . The

structure of the book i s based on small groups of r eadings selected

t o provide an . eveni ng 's e nt e rta i nment . There is some variety in

each group: for the first e ve ni ng , for instance , a dialogue, two

. f ables , and a story of a traveller, a re provided. In introducing

the stories the tutor/ narrator cont r ived a s i t uat i on which would

lead to question-and-an swers . Aiken' s r ealis ation that knowledge in

a palatable form is more readily diges t ed led him to s uggest , in the

i nt r Oduc t i on to the book, ways of making learning more a t t ract i ve .

Hi s s torie s , arising out o f common s ituat i ons , were design~d t o

appeal to the chi l d , while at the s ame time encour a gi ng h im t o look

1. Even books which w~re advertised as light-hearted amusements had
this purpose . An advertisement for Memo i rs of Dick the Little
Pony, "supposed to be written by himself , and published for the
instructi on and amusement of girls and boys ", quoted a notice
from the Critical Review:

Children s houl d have books of amusement a s well a s their
parents; and when s uch compositions are made the means , as in
the pre sent instance , of combi ni ng a hi s tory of human life
with important mor al observations, a mos t valuable point of
education i s obtained . We can hearti ly r ecommend this "Litt l e
Pone y to our young mas t e r s and misses , as a plea sing companion
a f t e r the ir s choo l hours, and have no doub t that he will
afford them . an agreeable .evening's excursion . "

This was printed at t he back of [Mar i a Edgeworth], Idleness and
Industry Exe mplified, in the History of James Pre ston an d .Lazy
Lawrence, (Philadelphia, 1804) .•

For an analysis of Rouss eau ' s influence on ch i l dr en ' s book
authors , see S .W . Patterson, Rousseau ' s Emile and Early Chil
dren 's Literature , (Metuchen , N.J., 1971). Patterson had
pointed out that in their enthusiasm to use books to further
the educa t i on of the ch i l d , t he writers of the late eighteenth
century broke two o f Rous se au ' s rule s : firstly, they wrote for
an audience which Rousseau said was too young t o be r e adi ng;
and s econdl y , they were , in effect , telling the children thei r
l e s sons r a t he r than a l l owi ng the children to experience for
themselves and at their own pace.
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at his own s ur r oundi ngs , and to learn from them.! The didactic

intent of wor ks s uch as this remained very appa rent .

I n the nineteenth century the body of literature avai l able f o r

childr en incre ased gre atly in si ze and variety . Public librarie s were

established i n England and America, and from the 1850s, wi th schoo l

libr aries, t hey c r eated a de mand f or more books for chi ldren on a

greater variety of s ubjec t s . The Sunday School Movement encouraged

reading and the dis tribution o f books , and by the end of the nine-

t eenth cent ury Sunday schoo l librarie s on bo t h s ides of the At l antic

included a l arge propor t i on of non-religious fic t i on. Didactic

stori es p reachi ng good behaviour cont inued t o be of ma j o r impo r tance ,

but p l ay carne to be r e cognised as an acceptabl e part of a chi l d ' s

life.

Fr om t he ear l y nineteenth cent ury many s t o r ies were be i ng

wr i t ten f or boys an d girls without any ove r tly didactic purpose.

Such works included Captain Mar ryat 's The Chi l dren o f the ·New Fores t

(1847) an d !1asterman Ready (184~) ; W. H. G. Kings ton 's Pe ter the

Whaler (1851); Charles · Kingsley's we s tward Hal (1855); Thomas

Hughes' ·Tom Br own's School Days (1856); and Char lotte M. Yonge ' s

The Dai sy Chai n (1856). Or iginal works of f antasy whi ch p layed upon

the child' s imagination became popular : J ohn Ruskin' s The King o f

the Golden River (1851) r W.M. Thackeray' s The Rose and t he Ring

(1855), Lewi s Carroll's Alice i n Wonderland (1864), and Geor ge

Macdonal d 's At t he Back o f ·t he Nor t h Wi nd (1871), are exampl e s.

Edward Lear's Book of Nons ense (1864) r ecognised the child's love

1 . John Ai ken and Hrs . Anna Letit i a Barbauld, Evenings at Home, (6
vols, London, 1792-1796).
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of humour . Folk and f a i ry t ales and e di tions of myths were popular,

a s t hey had been in ear l ier cent u r ies . The stories of Jacob an d

Wilhelm Grimm we r e tran slated i nto English by Edgar Taylor in 1823;

the f a iry t ale s o f Hans Chr istian Ande rsen appeared in England in

1846, tran slated by Mary Howitt • . In. the United State s the Gr e ek

myths we r e introduced to childr en through t he wo r k of the novelist

Nat haniel Hawthorne i n his children 's books A Wonder- Book f or Gi r ls

and Boys (c . 1852 ) an d Tanglewood Tales for Girl s and Boys (1 853); in

England they were r etold for chi ldren by Charles Kingsley i n The

Heroes i n 1856 .

Fami ly s tories increa s ed in popularity thrcugho ut the century .

Many re al i s t i c s t or i es f or gi rl s were written in America in the

1860s and 1870s, deal i ng with home l i f e ; the bes t -kno'Nil of the se i s

Loui s a M. Alcott ' s. Little Women, publ ished i n 1867 , and its sequels .

Severa l s uch book s were written in late ninetee nth century Australia

t oo, i ncludi ng El la M. Chaf f ey 's The Youngsters of Murray Home in

1896 and the much more f amous Seven Li t tle Austr alians by Ethel

Turner in 1894. For boys , the adventure s tory was an i mportant

sour ce of r eading for p i e asure;! many boys' school f ict i on libraries

in the second hal f of the nineteenth century contained few books

1. Adve n t ure stories were usually written chiefl y t o ente r tai n , but
e ven i f the a uthor had no wish t o inculcate "corre ct atti t ude s "
(whi ch was by. no means a lways t he case) , he had to be careful
not t o appear to bre ach or i gnore t hem; in p ractice it often
mean t that they were i ncl uded anyway. In any event the succes s 
ful aut ho r of such books usually shared t hos e atti t udes fully,
and often gloried i n the "healthy" i nfluence they exe r cise d .
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which did not f a l l inbo thi s ca t e go ry ; ! Popular books included

Swi s s Fami ly Robi nson by J.H . Wys s (1 814), J ame s Fen imor e Coope r's

The Last of t he ·Mohi cans (1826), and works by Captain Mar ryat , R. M.

Ballantyne, G.A . Henty, and W.H.G. Kingston. The boys' adventure·

s tor y was i mportant in the history o f nine t eenth century Austr alian

children's literature : Edward Howe' s book The Boy i n the Bush ,

published in 1872, in which the characters exper ience drought an d

bush f i r e and f lood , are lost, mee t hostile natives, and join the

r ush to the go ld diggings , among othe r t hings, i s t ypical of the

genre .2

Desp i t e the numbe r of works wr itten without any over t l y

didactic purpos e in the nine t eenth century , child r en' s bo oks in t he

Pur itan tradition did no t cease to b e circulat ed , or even wr itten .

Writers influenced by the t e achings of Evangelical churchmen p ro-

duced many childr en's novels and devoti.onal manuals, some of which

continue d to be repub Lished f or more t han one hundred years . 3 At

the beginni ng of the century Mrs. She rwood (1775-1851), who had

taken up writing primarily for the opportunity it affor ded f or moral

t ea ching, p r oduced over four hundred di fferent .t i t l e s , includ ing

books , tracts, magazine se r ials , t extbooks for s chools, a r t icles in

1. For example , the libra rie s e s tablished at Townsville Grammar
School in 1888; at Toowoomba Gra mmar School in t he 1890s; at
Fort Stree t Boys ' Hi gh School in the l a te nineteent h century.
See "The Librar y", Towns ville Grammar School Magazine , (1 897),
p . 4; "Libra r y", Toowoomba Gr ammar School Magazi ne , 1,2 (1904) ,
pp . 24-27 ; Alan George Shearman , The Deve lopment of Depart mental
High School Li brarie s in New South Wales , (Pos t-graduate
Diploma in Librarian ship t he sis, Uni ve rsi ty of New SOUG~ Wales ,
1963) •

2. Edwar d Howe, The Boy i n the Bush, (London, 1872).

3. For a survey o f s uch. works , see Margare t Nancy Cut t, Mini ster
ing Angels : A s tudy of Ninet een t h-century Evange l ical writing
f or Chi l dren , (Broxbourne, Herts., 1979).
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periodicals , chapbooks , and Sunday s chool r ewards. l Wel l known

among these we r e Little ·Henry and His Bearer (1815), a s tory s e t in

Indi a , o f the conversi on of a boy of five o r s ix years o f age , and

· o f his at t empts (be f ore he died at t he age of e i ght) t o convert his

I ndian s e r van t , an d The His t ory of the Fairchild Family (1 818), in

which children are given a prayer and a hymn at the end of each

s t or y . One of these children' s hymns sums up t oe whol e tone of

the se books:

Lor d, I am v i le , conceiv 'd in sin ,
And born unhol y . and unclean;
Sprung f rom the man whose guilty fall
Corrupts hi s race , and taints us a l l . 2

La t er i n the nine teenth century Ma ria Loui s Cha r l e sworth was a l so

i ntere sted in promoting the religi ous education of chi ldren through

lit erature; her best-known book, Ministering Children , was first

publ i shed in 1854. 3

Afte r the l 830s the Tractarian Movemen t in the Church o f England

h ad some influence on chil dren 's l i t e r a ture, t hough never to the

ext ent o f that exerc ised for more t han t wo centurie s by the Pur i t ans .

The Tractar i an s ' insistence on Apostolic succe s sion and on the

individual's submis sion t o the authority of the Church, their r evival

o f practices which they attributed to the "primi t ive" Church of early

Chri s t i an centuries, their emphasis on the s ac ramen t s of the Church,

and on the i mpo r t an ce o f Holy Communion in the lif e o f a Chri stian,

are reflected i n the work of several wri ters i nfluenced by t he Oxford

1 . Margaret Nancy Cutt, Mrs . Sherwood and he r Books f or Chi ldren .
(London, 1974), p . i x .

2. Mary She rwood, The Hist ory of the Fairchild Family , (facsimile
e dn , New Yo r k, 1977), p. 44.

3. Maria Louis a Charle sworth, Ministering Children, (London, n .d.).
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Movement. One of: the most prolific of these was Charlotte M.

Yonge,l author of around 150 books for children, young people, and

adults. Profoundly influenced in her churchmanship by John Keble,

-one of the instigators of the Oxford Movement and a friend cif her'

family,2 she published many novels in which much of the plot centres

on the spiritual conflicts experienced by the protagonists. Among

these books was The Castle-Builders; or, The Deferred Confirmation

(1854), a novel directly concerned with doctrinal matters, in which

the importance of confirmation and Holy Communion, and the need for

adequate preparation before participation in these rites, is

stressed.

Other writers used children's fiction to expose contemporary

social evils, and to agitate for reform. The Anti-Slavery Movement

waS publicised by Uncle Tom's Cabin, a novel written for adults but

read by children, and by a variety of Abolitionist tracts with an

avowed didactic purpose of showing the horrors of slavery. Charles

Kingsley's The Water-Babies argued the cause of the young children

who worked as chimney sweeps, a multitude of "temperance tales"

showed the evils brought about by alcohol, 3 and books like "Hesba

Stretton's" Alone in London (1869) or "Brenda's"J, tale of Froggy's

1. Robert Lee Wolff, Gains and Losses: Novels of Faith and Doubt
in Victorian England, (New York, 1977), pp.117-140.

2. Ibid., p.117.

3. "Hesba Stretton" (Sarah Smith, 1832-1911) produced several
temperance tales, including Brought Home (1875) and Nellie's
Dark Days (1870). In the latter, the drunken father pawns his
child's doll and sells her mother's funeral flowers to buy
gin; when all seems utterly hopeless, he is converted by a'
noted Liverpool street preacher. For a discussion of temper
ance literature, see Norman Longmate, The Waterdrinkers,
(London, 1968).

4. "Brenda" was Mrs. G. Castle Sniith. See Margaret Mortimer's
Preface to the 1970 facsimile edition of Sarah Smith; Little
Meg's Children.
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Little Brother pointed to the need for children's hospitals. 1

The influence of Rousseau I s work and the "new didacticism" in

children's books which it inspired, carried over into the nineteenth

century. The "tutor", often a parent or guardian, who could ask

questions of the reader and interpret the stories for him, became a

stock character in these works; a sympathetic version of this tutor

is the most important character in the first children's book to be

published in Australia, A Mother's Offering to her Children, by "A

Lady Long Resident in New South Wales", in 184i. 2 In the common

question-and-answer format of so many nineteenth century works which

aimed to improve the knowledge of the reader, the book tells stories

of early life in Australia, of ti,e indigenous plants and animals, of

shipwreck, murder, and trouble with natives, in conversations between

a mother and her four children.

Harvey Darton suggests that children's books designed primarily

for leisure reading, as distinct from schoolbooks, moral and didactic

treatises, alphabet books, prirne,rs, and spelling books, ."did not'

stand out by themselves ·as a clear but subordinate branch of English

literature until the middle of the eighteenth century". 3 Even after

. 1. Charles Dickens also ,wrote a story on this subject: "Between
the Cradle and the Grave", All the Year Round , 1 February 1862,
pp.454-456.

2 . Anonymous, A Mother's Offering to her Children, By a Lady Long
Resident in New South Wales, (facsimile edo, Milton, 1979). The
authorship of this work is discussed by Rosemary Wighton in her
Introduction to this facsimile edition. It has also been the
subject of several articles, including: Lorna Rudduck, "A Woman
and her Book", Royal Australian Historical Society Journal,
48,4(1972), pp.255-269; Lorna Rudduck, "A Mother's Offering and
the Enigma of its Authorship", Reading Time, April 1980, pp. 4-5.

3. Darton, Children's Books in England, p.l.
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the appearance of s uch books, the numbers written and publis hed

grew only s lowly f or the be t t e r part of a century . However i n the

s e cond half of the nine t e e nth "c ent ury they "formed a l a r ge part ,

second only t o fiction , of Engl i sh publishing . By the e nd of the

nineteenth century t he r e was also an enormous "r ange and variety in

the type of books being published for children's l e isure r eading

contras t ing sharply with the mor e l i mi t e d provIsion i n e a r l ier

centuries. Many were stil l d idact i c i n intent, and often highly

moral . Ne ve r t he l e ss a great many wor k s , i ncluding adventure

stories , fami ly s t o ries, works of fantasy , and humorous books , were

being produced primarily for the entertainment of children . I t was

partly t he growing numbe r of the se books which made pos s ibl e t he

deve lopment of r e c r e at i qnal l i b r arie s in schools .

I t was , t he r e f or e , during the l a t e eighteenth and the nineteent h

centuries that shcool libraries were first developed to cater for
i

chi ldren 's recreational or "home reading It needs. The increas e in

children ' s fiction libraries, however , was not entire ly a function

of the increasing supply o f s ui t abl e "t i t l e s : there can be l ittle

doubt that i t also r eflected newer educational theorie s , including a

view of the chi ld as h aving spe c ial r eading needs and interests

r elated to the development of his i magi na t i on and creat i ve powers

whi ch could b e f ulfill ed only through r e a di ng i magin ative li t e r a t u r e.

Probably the development of scho ol l i brari e s in the Sunday schools l

as much as in the d ay and boarding schools , actually helped t o create

"a demand "for children 's fiction which l e d t o mor e writing and

1 . Avery, Chi ldhood's Pattern , p .6S .
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publishing of such books,l as did the increasing rate of literacy in

the chi l d population. While a generally literate urban middle class

had evo l ved as a consequence of the Industrial Revolution, Alec

J::llis has claimed that "t he most substantial increase in the rate 6f

production of chi.Ldeenvs books in ni.neteenth-century Britain occurred

in the 1880s, and co-incided with the growth in literacy which took

place following the Elementary Education Act of 1870" .2 Since Alec

Ellis has also shown that "for most of the Victorian period the

working people could not easily afford to buy new children's books",3

t he very increase in the number and range of titles available may

have be en a f actor in encour agi ng the development of fiction

libraries in s cho ol s which served the needs of working class

children.

* * * * * *

One of the e a r l i e s t secondary school libraries designed for

r ecreational reading was that at. the Manchester Grammar School in

the late eiqhteenth century. A library collection had existed in

this school from around 1680; by 1740, as a result of donations

from several townsman, it had gro\Yn substantially, with a

"liberality of thought and width of outlook" guiding the choice of

1. A parallel with this is the phenomenon of adult novels
especially written for circulating libraries, particularly from
Regency to Victorian times.

2. Alec Ellis, "Influences on the Availability of Recreational
Reading for Victorian Working Class Children", Journal of
Librarianship, 8(1976), p.18S.

3 • Ibid., P .186 •
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books.! Its benefactors a r gued that through the library the boys

would be able "to cul tivate "their nat ural i n t e r e s t s and powers "

during their l eisure t ime; it woul d provide them with opportunit ies

for "t he free and voluntary exerci s e" of t hei r t a1ents, 2 particu- "'

l arly in are as not r elated to the curr i cu l um. It was claime~ too,

that a recreational library would enabl e them to overcome the

limitat i ons o f s chool life, and t o t ake an i n t e r e s t in the wi der

civic li f e a round them . Some of the works listed a s belong i ng "to

ye school l i b r ary" were works of fiction, includi ng Gul l iver 's

Travels , Robinson Crusoe , Don Quixote , and the works o f Addison . 3

The age of the pup i ls i n the se condary school woul d , howeve r , have

prec luded t he inclusion o f much of "t he new j uven i le f i c t i on whi ch

was becomi ng avail ab le "i n the l at e e i ghte enth cent ury , and would

explain the relian ce on populaL ad ul t fi c t i on i n buildi ng up the

collection . While a few work s in the libr ary were Eng l ish trans-

l ations of t he class i cs , including Ovid's Works , Plutar ch's Li ves,

Homer, an d Aesop 's Fables, and the col l ect ion included a Greek

l exicon, Bennet' s Hebrew Grammar and Littleton's Diction ary, the

bulk o f t he col lect i on consisted of works which woul d have been

classed as r ecre ational r eadi ng , s i nce t he grammar school cur ricul um

in the e ighteenth centur y consisted a l most entir e ly of the s t udy of

classical l anguage s wi t h some re lated s t ud ies , and divini t y . There

were wor ks of Eng l i s h lite rature, including Mi l ton ' s Pa radi s e Lost,

1. Alfred E. Munford , The Manches t e r Grammar School 1515 - 1915 ,
(London, 1919), p.522.

2. Ibid ., p . 522 .

3. "An Account of t he Books Bought With the Money on the Other
Si de and of al l the Books Such as Be long to Ye School Library",
undated , afte r 17 33. Fr om the Mancheste r Schoo l Regis t e r s , now
r eprinted i n Mun f or d , The Manchester GrmNMr School 1515- 1915 ,
pp . 525-526 .
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Dryden's Fables, Sir Richard Steele's Plays, and works of Pope and

Swift; histories like Camden's History of England, Herrera's

History of America, Peter Kolben's History of the Cape of Good Hope;

and books on geography, travel, politics.1 That these books were by

at least some of the pupils is shown. by the impression De Quincey

records of the conversation of his fellow pupils when he joined the

school in 1800. The first evening was spent in'discussion of

Grotius' Evidences of Christianity; subsequent discussions on other

matters showed considerable ability and knowledge on the part of

these young men. 2

In the late eighteenth century some attention was also being

paid to the education of girls, and the selection of books for them

in schools. Erasmus DarWin in his Plan for the Conduct of ~emale

Education in Boarding Schools,3 written in 1797, suggested that the

main aims of such educational effort were the uniting of

health and agility of body with cheerfulness and activity of
mind; in superadding graceful movements to the former, and
agreeable.tastes to the latter; and in the acquirement of the
rudiments of such arts and sciences, as may amuse ourselves,
or gain us the esteem of others; with a strict attention to
the culture of morality and religion.4

Very few girls' boarding schools of the time would, in fac~ have aimed

1. Ibid.

2. De Quincey was a boarder. at Manchester Grammar School from 1800
to 1802. See Autobiography from 1785 to 1803 in The collected
Writings of Thomas De Quincey, edited by David Masson,
(Edinburgh, 1889), Vol.l, p.378. The discussion of Grotius is
recorded in some detail in Confessions of an English opium-

cEat e r , in The Collected Works of Thomas De Quincey, edited by
David Masson, (Edinburgh, 1890), Vol.3, pp.260-263.

3. (Derby, 1797).

4. Darwin, Plan for the Conduct of Female Education in Boarding
Schools, p.10.
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e ven a s hi gh as this; at bes t most , in Jane Austen 's wor ds ,

des cribing the 'school at which Ha r r i e t Smith was a par lou r -boar de r

in Emma , bu t als o desc r i b i n g a similar s chool a t which she herself

had been a 'pup i l , l we re pla ces whe r e "a reas onable quanti ty of

a~complishments wer e s ol d at a r easonable p r i ce , and wher e gi r l s

might b e sent to be out of the ,way and scramble t hemse lve s int o a

li t tle educa t i on , wi thout coming back prodigie s ""',2 At the ot her e nd

of the s ca l e t here ,wa s the Cowan Bridge School , attended by Mar ia ,

Eli zabeth , Emily, and Char l o t te Bronte , descr ibed by Mrs . Gaskel l in

, he r b iography o f Cha r lot te , 3 and, disguised as Lowood School , by

Charlot t e in J an e Eyre , 4 where t he ch i l dr en were ill-hou s ed, ill-fed,

ill-war med, and pun i shed unrea s onably while acquiring an education in

re ading, English grammar" ,geogr aphy , history, arithmetic, and

needlework.

Darwin recommended that girls in boa r di ng schools shoul d, 'i de a l l y,

r e ad "such books ... as j o i n amusement with i nstruction, and thus

lighten the fat"igue o f continued app l i cat ion " , 5 but at thi s e a r l y

1. Br ie f description s o f the Abbey School at Reading , a t t ended by
Jane Austen and her ' s i ster Cassandra , which make i t c l ear that
this s chool was similar t o that de scr ibed i n Emma , may be found
i n Joan Rees , Jane Austen , Woman and Writer , (New Yo rk , 1976),
p .24 ; Jane Aiken Hodge, The Double Life o f , J an e Aus t en , (London ,
197 2), pp. 21-23; ~~rghanita Laski , J a ne Austen and he r Wo r l d ,
(London , 1969), p . 24. The se ,account s r ely heavi l y on a de s cr ip
tion o f t he s choo l given by Mrs . Sherwood , who a t tended i t five
years after the Austens , "and who subsequently achi e ved fame as ' a
wri t er. See above pp. 485-486, fo r a di scussion of her work.

2 . J ane Austen , Emma, (penguin, Ha rmondsworth, 1973), p . 52 . Fi rst
publishe d in 1816.

3. Mrs. Elizabeth C. Gaskel l , The Life o f Charlot te
introduc t i on by Clement Short er, (Oxford, 1978).
lis hed in 1857.

Bronte, wi til an
First pub-

4. Charlotte Bronte , Jane Ey r e , (Pe ngui n , Harmondswor th, 1966).
Fi rst published in 1847.

5. Darwin, Plan for the Conduct of Female Education, p .13.
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date he had real difficulty in naming books which met his clearcut

criteria of suitability. He suggested titles like Thomas Day's

Sandford and Merton (1783), Maria Edgeworth's Parent's Assistant

(1795), and John Aiken and Mrs. Barbauld's Evenings at Home (1792);

~ll highly moral and didactic works; but ones which were neverthe-

less written, in the late eighteenth century, to amuse children as

well as to convey facts', and to develop a Christian character in the

Puritan tradition. Darwin also suggested that novels or romances,

serious and humorous, could form part of the reading of girls,

though he felt that "the amorous of these" should "be entirely inter-

dieted" •1 Titles he recommended were The Children's Friend, 2 Tales

of the Castle,3 Robinson Crusoe, Edward by "the author of Zelucca".4

And to these could be added "other modern novels, the productions of

ingenious ladies, which are I believe less objectionable tpan many

others; as the Evelina, Cecilia, and Camilla of Miss Burney; the

Emmeline and Ethelinda of Charlotte Smith; Inchbald's simple story;

Mrs. Brook's Emely Montague; and the female Quixote ;" all of which

Darwin listed "from the character given •••of them by a very

1. Ibid., p.33 • .

2. The Children's Friend (1786). Translated by the Rev. Mark
&,thony Meilan in 24 volumes. (The first English translation of
Berquin's L' Ami des Enfants. (1782-1783) .)

3. I have been unable to identify the work referred to here by
Darwin. .

4 . The writer referred to here is Dr. John Moore (1729-1802). His
most popular novel, Zeluco, appeared in 1786, Edward in 1796,
and Mordaunt in 1800. A Scots physicia~ he travelled widely in
Europe, wrote several travel books, and was the father of Sir
John Moore, who led the retreat to Coruna in 1808-9. Zeluco is
an adventure story describing the misdeeds of a Sicilian
scoundrel of good family, actuated in all his doings by cruelty,
selfishness, or revenge.



495

ingenious lady", lest anyone should suspect that he had been spending

his time reading ladies' fiction. l These were all novels about the

lives of young and very well-behaved heroines who could be emulated

by the young ladies in their daily lives. 2 Darwin also recommended

the supplying of Some humorous novels, because they conveyed

instruction as well as enjoyment, as far as they imitated real life;

his suggested titles included "Le Sage's famous 'nove l of Gil BIas"

and Fielding's Tom Jones , with the qualification that neither was

suitable for very young girls. 3

Not all of these books received Darwin's unqualified r e commenda-

tion, despite his listing of them; in this he was in accord with the

educational thinkers influenced by Rousseau who viewed most purely

enter t a i ni ng fiction wi t h a certain suspicion. He claimed that there

were

•.. f ew books which delineate manners, whether in prose or poetry,
however well chosen, which have not some objectionable passages
in them. In reading the fables of Esop, Mr. Rousseau well
obse r ves, that the e f f e ct on the mind may frequently be totally
different ' f r om that de signed by the author; as in the fable
where the fox flatters the crow, and gains the piece of cheese,
the moral was de signed to show the folly of attending to
flatterers; but may equally be supposed to applaud the cunning
of the fox or flatterer, who is rewarded.~

In the same way he also criticised Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, a book

which had been recommended, though with reservations, by Housseau. 5

l.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Darwin, Plan for the Conduct of Female Education, p.33 .

The golden-haired heroine of Miss Burney's Evelina was envied as
a model of virtue by Ethel Turner's early twentieth century
Australian heroine Miss Bobbie, more than one hundred years after
the book Evelina was written . Ethel Turner, Miss Bobbie,
(Sydney, n.d.).

Darwin, Plan for the Conduct of Female Education, p.34.

Ibid., p.35 .
, .

Rousseau, E~le. pp.147f.
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The book, Dazwin felt, could inculcate "a childish superstition

concerning the intimations of future events, somewhat like the

second sight of the highlands of Scotland is frequently inculcated";

he also objected to "the use of rum or brandy •.. as an infallible

cure in all maladies"in the story.l These "faults", however, had

been "corrected" in The New Robinson Crusoe, the purchase of which

Dazwin recommended. This was actually a German rewriting of the

Defoe story by Johann Heinrich Campe, Robinson der jUngere - (1779),

in which all "objectionable" material was removed. It was subse-

quently translated into French from the German, and then into

English by J. Stockdale in 1788. 2

While Dazwin genuinely intended that the books he recommended

for the boarding school should amuse the girls there, nevertheless,

in keeping with the moral and didactic tradition so evident in late

eighteenth century literature for childre~he was also concerned

that they should learn from those books - or, at the very least, not

be led astray by them. If his suggestions had been followed in

stocking a girls' school library, the collection would have been very

different from that for boys at Manchester Grammar School, where the

intention was also to supply leisure reading for the pupils. In the

-girls' school library the words would have been generally less

serious, with much more fiction, including novels, romances, and

other works sometimes regarded as frivolous, with instruction and

moral development being seen as related to enjoyment. In the boys '

library at Manchester, however, the newer books reflecting the

1. Darwin, Plan for the Conduct of Female Education, p.36.

2. Johann Heinrich Campe, Robinson der jlingere, (Hamburg, 1781).
Johann Heinrich Campe, The New_Robinson Crusoe; translated by
J. Stockdale, (London, 1788).
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didactic and moral tradition were less in evidence, and factual

books were seen as providing recreational reading, along with SOme

novels.

In British secondary schools in the eighteenth and nineteenth

centuries, general libraries developed with the object of encouraging

leisure reading, like that at Manchester Grammar School, were few.

Most libraries of this kind were attached to the houses in which

pupils of the boarding schools lived, under the supervision of a

master. This was particularly true of the independent "public"

schools of England. Responses by these schools to questions asked

by the Public Schools (Clarendon) Commission in 1864 showed that

Westminster, Charterhouse, Rugby, Eton, and Harrow had libraries of

this kind, open to the boys who lived in the house, usually upon

payment of a subscription. 1 Esdaile Arundell, writing almost fifty

years later, reported that many of t.he larg",r public schools still

had, in each hous"" coll"'ctions of fiction and other books design",d

sol.eLy -t .o amuse , generally un reLat.ed to t.he curriculum of the

1. England. Depazt.merit; of State. Public Schools Commission,
Public Schools and Colleges, Vol.2, p.203; . Vol.2, p.224;
Vol.2, p.309, Vol.3, p.249, q.7385, Vol.3, p.264, q.8088;
Vol.3, p.436, q.1140, Vol.3, p.474, q.2421; Vol.4, p.183,
q.598; Vol.4, p.266, q.859.
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school . 1 The s e house l ibrari es varied in s ize : at wes t mins ter in

1864 t he library in the senior .ass i s tant ' s house cont a i ned over s i x

hundr ed vo lumes , while another libr ary i n a newe r house had rather

l e s s t han that nurnber ,2 a t Eton, the library in Mr. Evans' ho us e '

had "about 1400 volumes" .3

In some s chools ' these l i brarie s we r e built up l argely t hrough

the ' donations of the boys thems e lve s; 4 in others t he boys had some

s ay in the selection of books purchased wi t h the mone y r aised

t hrough t heir subscrip tions . S Mr. H. M. Butler, Head Mas ter of

Harrow, de scribed the libra r y in his house a s cons i sting l argely of

nove ls , though no t "the mere or di nary novels that co rne out, but any

works that seem. .•works of r eal genius , and at the s ame time not

1. Es daile Arundell, "Public School s and their Librar i es" , The
Library, new ser ies " 7(1906), p . 367 . W. Kennedy a l so wrote ' in
1906 that "some time s each hou s e, or dormitory, has its own
l i b r ar y o f no vels and ot her popul a r books, while the school
librar y was r e s erved f or work s of a mOre so l id c haracter " . W.
Kennedy , "Li bra rie s", in Anonymous (ed.), The Public Schools
from Wi thin : A col l ectlon o f Es sa ys on Public School Educa t i on ,
Wri tten 'Chi e f l y by Schoolmas ters , (London, 1906), pp . l l 3- 114 .
Kennedy on pp . 116 117 gave a lis t o f t he books which had
r e cently bee n borrowed f rom two o f t he ten hous e libraries in
his school , which i l lustrat es the l e i sur e reading charact e r of
t hese libraries, this l i s t is r ep r odu ced as Appendi x H.

Some educational writer~ howeve~ suggest ed that l i braries in the
houses i n which the school boarders lived should a lso "c a t er to
the more ser ious int e r e s ts" o f t he pupi ls , r a t her than l e aving
t ha t provision sole ly to t he · general s chool l i b r ary . Cyril
Norwood and A.H . Hope , ".School Li braries", i n thei r The Hi gher
Educat ion<>fBoys in Eng l and , {London, 1909~ p . 482 .

2. England. Depart ment o f Stat e . Public Schools Conanission,
Public 'School s and Colleges, Vo l.2 , p . 203 .

3 . Ibid. r Vol. 3 , p . 264 , q.8088 .

4 . Ibid. r Vol.3 , p . 264 , q . BOBB, and Vo l .4 , p .266, q .9B59 .

5 . I bid. , Vol.4 , p .183, q .598.
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objectionable ". l However he delegated to the boys thems e lves t he

r e sponsibility for choos i ng books , only .checking the final purchase

list before it was s ent out. This l ibrary cont ained all the

Waverl ey novels of Scott, seve r a l of Fenimore Cooper 's novels, .Geor ge

Eliot ·s .Adam Bede, Thackeray 's .Vanity Fair , and many novels o f

Di ckens. 2 The questions of the Commissioners regarding library pro-

vi sion for leisure r e adi ng in the eight public schools indicate their

concern that the pupils s houl d have access to a collection of approp-

riate fiction: s eve r a l e x-pupi l s were asked about the nove ls read by

the boys , particular ly a t . Eton3 and Rugby ,4 and the Commissioners

s ugges t ed t o the He admaster of st . Paul ' s School that a Fr ench Library

contai ning what he had described a s · "amus i ng " works by Chate aubriand

and ot he r s in French , might not amuse the boys or provide them with

s uitabl e l e i s ur e reading mater i a l . S

While t he s e house libraries usually suppl ied r e cr e at i ona l read-

ing materials to boarders in the public and grammar schools in the

nineteenth century, wi t h the general s choo l l i br a r y .concent r a t i ng on

the provision .o f curriculum-relat ed or scholarl y books ; general

school libr a r i e s were e s tablished in some secondary schools to serve

the l ei sure reading needs of the pupils . At Cl i f f-House School near

Dover, which t aught "Gr eek and La t i n class ics on the Eton System",

t ogether with mathematical and scientific subjects , and wher e "young

gentlemen" were "boa r ded and instructed in every branch of useful and

1. Ibid . r Vol .4, p . 183, q .601.

2 . I bid. , VoL 4 r p .183, q .602.

3. Ibid. , VoL 3 , p. 249 , q.7387-7402, and Vo1.3 , p .2S8 , q. 7B64 • .

4 . Ibid. , VoL 4 , p .294, q . 1914- 1926 .

5 . Ibid. , VolA , p .BS , q .373-3B3.



500

other polite literature", a school library had been f ormed, consist-

ing o f "wor ks of amusement and instruction, .whi ch are l ent out to

engage the mind, 'when e i t he r the i nclination or the weather may

induce t he St udent t o f ore go his cust omary r ecreation".l At King

William ' s Co l l e ge , on the Isle of M4n, boys wer e encouraged to r e ad

novels thr ough a l i b r ary of more than 3000 volumes, three hours a

week i n wi nte r t e r m bei ng .set asi de for r e ading from the l ibrary.2

A lib r a r y had been establ i shed a t Roys tone Gramrrar School in 1858 "to

cultiva t e a taste for r e ading amongst the pupi ls in t he i r leis ure

hours", 3 seve r a l other schools , i ncluding Bedale s School, Pe ters-

f i e l d, Hampshi r e , 4 and Aberdeen Grammar SchoolS had Substant i a l

fi ction l ibrary collections by the 1890s .

I n many Aus tralian secondary schools , too, library col lections

for recreationa l r eading were bui lt up in the l ate nineteenth and

e a r l y twenti e t h centurie s . This wa s true of both government and

i ndependent schools, far both boys and gi r l s , thr oughout the count ry,

as the following examples will show• . The library a t Townsville

Grammar School , begun in 1888, consisted by 189 7 o f 250 bo oks on

s hel ves i n the dining hall, with the principal aut hors r epresented

being .t he adventur e story writer s Henty , Marr yat, Haggard, Ains worth,

an d Bal lantyne ,6 Rolf Boldrewood' s Robbery Under Arms and Marcus

1. Cliff -House School , Pr ospec t us , (Dover, n.d.).

2. King wi l l i am's Col lege , Isle of Man, 'Pr ospec t us , (n.p., June
1889) , p .2.

3 . University o f Leeds Museum of the Hist ory of Education,
Advertisement AD13l f or Roys tone Grammar School , near Barnsley,
in t heir colle ction o f school adver tisement s .

4. Bedales School, The Bedale s Record , No.l(1894), p . 12.

5. Aberdeen Grammar Schoo l , The Grammarian , No. 1 , 12 Apr i l 1899 ,
p .5.

6. "The Library", Townsville Grammar School Magazi ne , (1897), p.4.
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Clarke's For the Term of His Natural Life were especially popular.

Other books in the collection included Scott's Ivanhoe, Kingsley's

Westward Ho!, and Thomas Hughes'Tom Brown's "School days . 1 At

Toowoomba Granunar School the library, established in the late 1890s,

and having 335 volumes when a complete list was published in the

school magazine of May "1904 , was also chiefly a fiction library,

containing only twenty-five non-fiction volumes in all. 2 This

library,to~had many nineteenth century adventure stories, and books

by Dickens, Scott, Charlotte Bronte, and Kipling. The Southport

School magazine's lists of additions to the school library throughout

1908 show that eighty-eight fiction titles and only four non-fiction

titles were added to the collection in the whole year, indicating a

library overwhelmingly of fiction books,since acquisitions in other

years at the beginning of the century seem to have followed the same

pattern. 3 Other secondary schools with predominently fiction

library collections in the early twentieth century were the Convent

High School, The Range, Rockhampton,4 where the reading of fiction

was encouraged during special lessons spent in the library;5 the

Glennie Memorial School, Toowoomba, where the library of 130 books

in 1910 included works of Ethel Turner, Dickens, Scott, Lytton,

Reade, and others;6 -the Methodist Ladies' College, Melbourne, where

L Ibid., p.5.

2. "Library", Toowoomba Grall'lnar School Magazine , 1,2 (1904), pp.24
27.

3. The Southport School, The Southportonian, May 1908, p,7, and
November 1908, p.17.

4. Convent High School, The Range, Rockhampton, Convent High School
Annual, (1907), p.39; ibid., (1911), p.7.

5. £bid., (1911), p.64.

6. The Glennie Memorial School, Toowoomba, The Glennie Gazette,
1,2(1910), p.20; ~., 1,3(1910), p.18.
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the library, begun in 1914, had a collection consisting of "all of

Dr . Fitchett's books 1 and very many adventure stories - mostly by

Ballantyne,,;2 arid Br i s ban e State High School, where "one of the

chief functions" of the school's library was "providing members with

a means of recreation " . 3

* * * * * *

While secondary school libraries were . seen a s having a role in

the provision of recreational reading materials in some schools from

as early as the 1790s, it was in the elementary school libraries of

the nineteenth century that l ate eighteenth and early nineteenth

century developments in the writing and publishing of leisure reading

materials for children were most strikingly apparent. Given the

close parallel in school library development in Great Britain, the

United States of America, and Australia that has been demonstrated in

earlier chapters, what can .be shown of primary school libraries in

Australia, for which a great deal of information is available, is

probably very similar to what happened in other countries.

1 • . The Rev. William Henry Fitchett, B.A., LL.D., (1842-1948),
author, educationist, and Methodist minister, founded the
Methodist Ladies' College at Hawthorn, where he became first
Principal, holding that po sition for forty-two ye ars. The
author of numer ous newspaper articles and lectures, he also
wrote popular histories, chiefly of England at war, including
Deeds that Won t he Empire (1896 on), Fights for the Flag (1898),
How England Saved Europe (1899), Wellington's Men (1900), Wesley
and his century (1906) • The Methodist Ladies' College had a
collection of h i s works as an adjunct to the fiction library .
For a brief biography see Percival Serle, Dictionary of
Australian Biography, (Sydney, 1949), Vol.l, pp.297-298.

2. J. Cook, "Methodist Ladies College Library 1882-1967",
Aus tralian School Librarian, (June 1967), p.17.

3. Brisban e State High School, Magazine, 1,5(1923), pp.12-13.
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The primary school libraries of the eastern Australian states

in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, described

in Chapter Five, were almost exclusively fiction libraries, heavily

stocked with the works for children which had become. available in the

nineteenth century: adventure stories, family stories, fantasy,

fairy tales, with a few works of didactic or religious fiction. Much

of the purchased stock consisted of titles available in cheap "school

reader" fonnats put out by many Australiari and British publishers

from the 1860s onwardS, with conventional editions of popular stories,

and sunday school "reward" editions generally of older titles,l being

added to the collections by donation.

While these libraries were designed to supply leisure or "home

reading" materials, their aims were closely related to the .gene r a l

aims of education of the time: it was an era when the inculcation of

"the reading habit,,2 was seen partly as an educational objective in

itself, and partly as a "character-building· defence against any

tendency to moral decay in the community. In their ·1909 reports many

New South Wales School Inspectors, who were asked to supply infonna-

tion on the libraries in the schools G~ey visited, made comments

which indicated their reasons for further encouraging the establish-

ment and develop~ent of school libraries. Mr. Acting-Inspector

Noble, of the Bathurst District, among others, suggested that much

1. But not exclusively: many adventure stories, including the
works of Henty and Ballantyne, appeared in such editions.

2. New South Wales, Public Instruction Gazette, 31 May 1910, p.168
(Mr. Inspector McCoy, Lismore District); 31 May 1910, p.166
(Mr. Inspector Fraser, Yass District); 30 April 1913, p.87 (Mr.
Inspector Campling, Broken Hill District); 31 May 1909, p.125
(Mr. Inspector H.S. Sm~th, Tamworth District) •
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could be done by the school l i b r a r y "to cultivate a t a s t e for

reading" among the pupil s; I Mr. Inspector Walker, of the Wagga

~agga District , further c ormr.ented t hat if this 11 taste f or readi.ng ~1

was t o be formed , the pupils needed "to be taken in hand at an early

age , and suitable , attractive s t or i e s placed within .t he i r reach" .2

However the teachers ' ob l i gat i ons did not end ther e; t hose who

believed t hat when a s chool l i b r a ry had been establ ished t hei r work

had terminated, and who gave "li t t l e or no encour agement to foster

and deve l op a taste for r e ading" were criticised. 3 AS a r e sult of

this attitude , said the Inspectors, there were school s i n which onl y

those who had "a general bent f or l iterature " e xperienced "the bene -

fit s of the establi shment of a s choo l library" and non-re aders were

not encouraged . ~

Many of t he Inspectors were a l so concerned , though some only i n

a vague and general way , t ha t the qual i ty of the r ead ing mate rials

s uppl i ed by the libraries should be high. The phrase "healthy

l i t e r at ure" to describe what they saw a s desirable , r ecucs frequently

in the reports , wi thout .any qual ifica t i on , as i n a comment by Mr .

Senior -Inspector Nol an , of the Goul bur n District , that the school

library could be "a powerful factor i n s t i mul a t i ng an abi di ng l ove

1. New South Wale s , Public Instruction Gazette, 31 May 1909 , p.128.
Also Mr. Inspector Dennis, Dubbo Distri ct , ibid . , 31 May 1910 ,
p.165; Mr . Inspector Corni sh , Bowral District, ibid . , 31 May
1909, p.12 3 ; Mr. Inspector Reay , Mudgee District, i b i d . , 3~

May 1909 , p . 12 3 .

2. Ibid., 31 May 1909 , p . 122 • .

3 . Mr . Inspector Conne l ly , Young Dist r i c t , i bi d., 31 May 1909,
p . 123 .

4. I b i d ., 31 May i 909 , p.123.



505

and taste fo r healthy literature" . 1 Some I nspec t or s were a lit t l e

more specific: Mr. Inspector S.H . Smith wanted books that would

give pupils "a sane and wholesome outlook on life" , by which he

appeared to mean adventure stories which encouraged children to

emulate sterl ing British heroes. 2 He wanted to eliminate ' f rom

schoo l libraries what he called "trashy literature - ami abl e

t waddle a nd well-intentioned nonsense" - though he was unfortunately

no t specific about the titles he was c r iticising . 3 Mr. I ns pec t or

Fraser also commented that "a f ew teachers fill their schoo l

libraries with goody-goody, wishy-washy stories of impossible

morals, undesirable per fec t i ons , and extremely a ttenuated i nt e r e s t ... 4

What was wan ted , he s aid , were "character-building books tl
, not "thin-

b looded , f labby things of the i nvertebrat e order ", but "books wi th

1. Ibid ., 31 May 1909 , .p . 120 . Al so a remark by Mr. I ns pec t or .
Wright, We l lington District , that .. . .. a taste for r eading
healthy literature" was developed by the libraries , ibid. , 31
May 1909, p .123; and later, Mr. Inspector S.H ; Smith , North
Western Syd ney Dis t r i c t , who s aw s choo l libr aries as the "bes t
means of encour aging a love o f literature of t he right kind" ,
ibid . , 31 May 1911, p.1Sl. Si mi l a r comment s were made by Mr.
I nspector Cotterill , Kempsey District, i bi d . , 30 Apr i l 1913,
p . 86, and Mr. Seni or- I nspec t or Hunt , Dungog District , ibid. , 31
May 1910, p . 161. The Queensland Department o f Public
Instruction expressed the same idea in a different way: "It is
very desirable t o c r eate i n our pupils a t a s t e and desire f o r
good l i t e r a t ure " . Queensland State Archives , Department of
Public Instruction , Library Various, No .. 1, Memora ndum , "Sc hool
Libraries" , 422 7, 10 March 1909 .

2. New Sout h Wales; Pub lic Instruction ' Ga~ ette , 31 May 1910 , p .167.

3. I b i d., 31 May 1910 , p. 167 • .

4 . I b id . , 31 May 190 9 , p.1 2S.
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the backbone of healthy human interest, real flesh and blood

creations".1

Some Inspectors saw the encour a gement of the reading of fiction

as having wider implications in the development of the pupil than

just the promotion of a love for healthy books. Fraser felt that

the reading of such works as fairy tales, fables, fantasy, and other

stories "ar ouses the emotions, stimulates the imagination, kindles

thought, inspires ac t i on .• • " , 2 which he and others saw as desirable,

particularly in coun t r y children whose horizons were very limited.

Other Inspectors saw the reading of fiction as "a valuable aid in

the acquisition and development of ideas". 3 Mr. Inspector Cotterill

claimed that reading opened tip to pupils "new worlds", and that

"their ment.al, horizon [was] broadened by their incursion into the

fields of adventure and well-told history", while "their moral sense

1. Ibid ., 31 May 1909, p.125. He was not alone in this. In a
Victorian Education Department publication of only three years
later, E. Morris Miller said:

. • •the ·t hi ng that vitally ·mat t e r s [as an object of education]
is e f f i ciency to confront the hard facts of life with courage
and foresight, and e f fect ivel y resolve them. Though visions
may come, alluring the s oul to soar - "In ever-highering e ,,-gl e 
circles up to the great s un of glory" - yet the constant
performance of duty in one' s "a l l ot ted field" or station in
life; will fit these as . instruments t owards a more intelligent
and fruitful aspir~tion. Action withal requires mental endow
ment and the careful cultivation of one ' s reading provides no
small portion of tile equipment and extends the range of power.

E. Morris Miller, School Libraries and Reading, (Melbourne,
1912), p.l. In addition to maki ng public statements and writing
on l ibraries and education, Miller was act i ve in professional
associations as a librarian a t the Public Library of Victoria and
subsequently a s a lecturer in philosophy and economics at the
University of Tasmania; he also achieved some e~nence in .
Australian bibliography. See John Thompson, "E . Morris Miller
and the Writing of Librari es and Education"; Australian Library
Journal, 29 ,3(1980), pp.138-l44.

2. New South Wales, Public Instruction Gazette, 31 May 1909, p.125.

3. Mr. Inspector Cotterill, Kempsey District, ibid., 31 May 1909,
p.128.
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is developed by the recorded deeds of their favourite heroes" .l

others hoped that these s chool libraries would "elevate the

literary tastes of the common peopl e " . 2 Fraser suggested that the

"humanitarian spirit" embodied in these collections, would "bring

genuine culture to the less-favoured classes of the community". He

saw as progress the fact that "the masses of the people, who now

read with relish many of the popular but poor novels, could not r ead

at all a generation or two ago", and felt that "good literary taste"

was "a thing of s l ow growth in the masses of any nation", whose

"long hours of hard labour leave them little time for literary

leisure". There was no hope , he said, for "the nation that does not

read" I but "step by step, the desired advance II would come . The

s cho o l l ibrary was Hanly one f actor" in lithe essential work of

moulding and making national character", but it 'vas "a very important

factor", and so school fiction libraries merited encouragement. 3

The schaal libraries which were established with the support of

these Inspectors were generally .collections of fiction books housed

in cupboards in the school. While there were a few collections of

up to eight hundred or so books in the larger schools,4 most appear

to have had around two or three hundred books, 5 and some were s mall e r : .

Balmoral State School in Queensland, for instance, in 1910 had sixty-

five books for the fourteen boys and four girlS who attended the

1. Ibid., 31 May 1909, p.128 .

2. Mr. Inspector Fraser, Yass District, ibid. , 31 May 1909, p .125.

3. Ibid., 31 May 1909, p.125 .

4. Report of Mr. Inspector CQtterill, Kempsey District, ibid., 30
April 1913, p.86.

5. Ibid., 31 May 1911, p.153.
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s chool . " Most of the comments about thes e collection s in t he

I ns pec t or s' r eports a r e refer ence s to defici enc i e s in book provision ,

particularly r elating ~o t he lack of sui t able reading mat t e r often

provided for the yo unge s t children2 and f or girls .3 ~he .f ew

s ympa t he t i c comments a re about the qooks which had proved most

popular with the c hi l d r en ; t he se included works dealing with travel ,

adventur e , and f amous l i ves, 4 and parti cularly the nove ls of Henty

and Ba llantyne. s It was noted,too ,that very few children r e ad

poetry , and that "even by the more advan ced s chol a r s " , Pi lgrim 's

Progress , Robinson Crus o e , Don Quixote , Gul liver's -Trave ls , anp o t her

"old-time f'avou.rdti e s " were less read,G as on the whol e were the works

o f Dickens an d Scot t by Aust r a l ian pupils, despite t heir f airly

1. Bal mor al State School , "Book s in Library 1911 " , Queensland St a t e
Archives , Education Department , Lib r a r y Various A-C (Clo se d
School s ) , 20 March 1911 .

2. New South Wales, Public I ns t r uction Gaze t t e , 31 May 1910 , p . 16 4 ,
Report of Mr. Inspector Dennis , Dubbo Distri c t .

3 . The provision o f f~ction for gi r ls had created p r obl ems f or
school librarians in America,too,in the e a r l y twenti eth ·cent u r y .
Lu t i e E . Stearns , o f the wiscons i n Free Li b r ary ' Oomrni s s i on,
addressed a summer s c hoo l a t Madison , Wisconsin, in 19 0 2 on "The
Book for the Gi r l " , beginning with t he wo r ds "No gr e ate r p r obl e m
confronts t he l i b r a r i an than t he problem o f the book for the
girl . . . " . Lutic E. Stearns , "The Book for the Girl " , Public
Libraries , 7(1902) , p .408 . She s ub seque nt l y attempted t o
addr e Ss thi s prob l em by publishing a bibliography of books for
girl s and young women. Lutie E. Stear ns , "The Proble m of the
Girl ", Library J ourna l , 31 (1 906) , pp . l 0 3- 106 . Australian
e duca t o rs a lso consi de r e d the p r ovision of book s for girls i n
t he same pe r iod , as for e xample , Tere s a .Magne r , "The Training o f
the Australian Girl", Third Austr a lian Catholic Congre ss
Proceedings, (Sydney, 1909) , pp . 202 - 208, reprinted by Beverley
Kingston , The World Move s Slowly : A Document a r y Hi story of
Austral ian Women , (Sydn ey, 1977) , pp.179 -180 .

4. New South Wale s , Public Instruction ·Ga zette , 31 May 1910 , p. 164,
. Repor t o f Mr. I ns pe c t or Byrne , Braidwood Distr ict .

5. Ibid . , 31 May 1910 , p.164 , Report · of Mr. Inspector Dennis ,
Dubbo Di s t r i c t.

6 . Ibid . , 31 May 1910, p : 164 , Repo r t o f Mr. Inspector Dennis ,
Dubbo District .
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lavish r epr es e nt a t i on in most libraries . 1

I n 1912 a surve y was carried out b y t he New South Wales

Departmen t o f Publ ic I ns t ruc t i on i n which teachers in the l arger

schools in several districts of the s tat e wer e asked to i ndica t e the

type of books whi ch boys and girls i n their class l iked bes t , and

the title s o f thos e works which had been "most eager l y sought after

by the childr en" from the l i br a r y . The ' r ep l i e s r ece ived were incor -

porated into a l i st showing "t he books most generally r ecommended by

the t ea chers f or incl us i on i n t he s chool libr a r i e s ", published i n t he

Pub l ic Instruct i on Gaze t te . 2 This gives a lis t o f approximately

twenty titles for boys and fo r girls for each class from I nfants

t hrough to Sixth Class. It i n some cases include s se ries titles

without r e fe r r i ng to specifi c books , which make s fo r difficu l t y in

compa r i son with t he actual contents of libr aries, since catalogues

i n school s gener a l ly listed books by specific titl e rat her than

ser i es; e xample s are the lis t ing o f "A.L. Serie s" fo r Inf ant s, an d

"Told t o the Chi ldren" Series for Second Class , both series includ-

i ng r ewritten popular ch i ldren 's f i ction stories . 3 Ot her problems

are created by t he f a i l ur e to r ecord authors; t hi s i s par ticularl y

inconvenient when it i s obvious from the list that a part i cular

t itle i s refer red t o in ~ simplified ver sion - as in the l ist ing o f

Robinson 'Crusoe and "Swiss 'Fami l y 'Rob i nson f or Inf ants. If Thi s list

, has been include d in Appendi x C and , since i t contai ns titl es wh i ch

'1. ' I bi d . , 31 May 1910 , p . 164 , Repor t o f Mr . Inspec t or Byrne ,
Brai dwood Dis trict.

2. "Books for School Librarie s", Lbd.d; , 15 October 1913, pp . 30 7
308. See Appendix ,C.

3. Ibid., 15 Octobe r 1913, p.307 .

4. Ibid.
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both children and teachers liked, it has been used as a basis for a

comparison and evaluation of actual primary school library

collections .1

The listing itself is almost entirely of fiction; such non-

fiction as appears consists of rewritten biographies or biographical

stories of men like Captain James Cook, Nelson, Raleigh, Livingstone,

and Drake, and the "Peeps at Many Lands" series of stories about

other countries. For Infants and !irst Class there were fairy

. tales, Aesop's Fables, and the old chapbook title, Jack the Giant-

Killer, rewritten. Rewritten classics like Uncle Tom's Cabin, and

children's picture books like Ethel Pedley's Dot and the Kangaroo

were added in Second Class. By Third Class a clear difference

between the listings for boys and for girls was apparent: for boys

there were adventure stories like R.M. Ballantyne's Coral Island and

Martin Rattler, and W.H.G. Kingston's Peter the Whaler; while

stories of family life like Susan Coolidge's What Katy Did, L.M.

Alcott's Little Women, and Ethel Turner's Seven Little Australians,

were listed for girls. By Sixth and Seventh Class, the lists

included such classics of English fiction as Dickens' Old Curiosity

Shop, Tale Of Two Cities, and David Copperfield, and Scott's Ivanhoe

and Kenilworth, along with the adventure stories and the ·f ami l y

stories. What is striking is that there are no highly moral,

1. The format of the list has, however, been changed to suit the
format of the composite Table. Books are not listed by school
class, as ·they were in the issue of the Public Instruction
·Ga ze t t e , and double listings (a book listed as suitable under
two or more class headings) have been reduced to one mention of
the title, since all the books, regardless of the class for which
they were listed as suitable, would have been placed in the one
school library. The listing by class was simply to ensure that
the interests and reading ability of all age groups in the school
were considered in book selection.
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didactic, or religious works on the list at all; fifty years

earlier it would have been almost impossible to stock a recreational

reading library for children without including at least some. While

these school libraries were seen as aids in promoting "the reading

habit", they .were clearly also designed for enjoymen t , !

Three early twentieth century Queensland primary school library

collections, the accession lists for which have survived in the

Queensland State Archives, are compared with this list of recommended

titles in Appendix C. Each of these &±col libraries had fewer than

one hundred books at the time their first accession list was made;

each of the · libraries,howeve4 served only a small school. Allawah

Provisional School, whose library owned forty books, had four boys

and six girls enrolled in 1913, though in age they ranged from seven

to thirteen. 2 Balmoral State School, which had fourteen boys and

four girls in 1910, with the oldest pupil. a girl aged ten, had a

school library of sixty-four books. 3 Kandanga Township State School

was, however, somewhat larger: fifty-six children were enrolled in

1918 when the accession.list showing seventy-five books in the

library .was compiled. Since even as late as 1924 sixty-two percent

1. The final column in the Table in Appendix C gives a list of
sixty books "in great and steady demand" in London elementary
school libraries. Of those books, twenty-seven also appear on .
the New South Wales Department's list; and of the twenty-three
others, most appeared in at least one of the Queensland primary
school library accession lists to be reviewed below. Great
Britain. Board of Education, Memorandum submitted by ~~. A.E."
Palfrey on the scheme for the circulation of books in London
elementarY schools, in The Teaching of English in England .••
report of the •.•Boar~of ·Education, (Appendix III, London,
1921), p.375.

2. Queensland State Archives, . Department of Public Instruction,
Library Various, Memorandum, "Allawah Provisional School,
Particulars of Pupils".

3. Ibid., Library· Various, A-C (Closed Schools), "Balmoral State
School, Books in Library", 20 March 1911.
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of Queensland state schools were small one-teacher s choo l s , l these

collections are probably reasonably r epresentative of school

libraries generally in the state . The accession lists were compiled

for the Department of Public Instruction preparatory to building up

existing collections, they are, then, for school libraries which

were about to be improved . This helps to explain why these three

collections fall below the two hundred or so bo oks noted earlier as

being the general size of primary school library collections at this

time .

It could also help to e xplain the fact that each of the se three

library collections contained relatively few of the recommended

books from the New South Wales list. At Allawah Provisional School

the library possessed only five titles which appeared on that list,

these representing 12 .5% of the collection; a t Balmoral State School

seventeen books, or 26 .5% of the COllection, were r ecommended works;

at- Kandanga Township State School fifteen books or 22.6% of the

collection. Once the libraries began to expand in response to the

Department of Public Instruction's urging, purchasing, as instructed,

only from the Queensland Department's list, their collections woul d

have improved in quality and shown a greater similarity. The initial

collections, however, as represented by these acces sion lists, were

mixed. At Allawah Provisional School most of the library books, with

eight exceptions, were readers from publishers' series, including

Blackie' s "Empire Series" in which each book dealt at an elementary

level with one country of the British Empire, Bell 's "Nature Books

Series", and Collins' "Biographical Series" . The collection at

1. G.S. Browne (ed.); -Educa t i on i n Australia, (London, 1927), pp.
102, 104, 266 .
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Balmoral State School included adult historical works like

Prescott's Conquest of Peru, apparently donations, along with

adventure s t orie s of .varying quality, family stories, and fairy

tales. At Kandanga Township the col l e ct i on also included several

readers from publishers' series, adventure stories, fantasy, and

books for very young children, including fairy tales, Little Girls

and Boys, and My Baby's Book. The miscellaneous nature of the three

collections suggests that they had al l been built up from readers

supplied through the Department of Public Instruction, and donations

from the children themselves, with occasional adult works, probably

acquired as a r esult of a parent's spring-cleaning .

The first Departmental list of books from which Queen sland

teachers coul d choos e works to build up their sclYDl library collec-

tions was publ ishe d in the Queensland Education Office Gazette in

1910. 1 All the 161 books recommended were from publishers' school

s eries; many were s chool readers. The s~lection did, however,

include eighteen titles in the "Blackie's Coloured Picture Story

Readers" for young children and thirty-seven titles in the "Blackie' s

Story Book Readers" s e r i e s . Of the remaining titles, seventy-nine

. repre sented works of fiction: the Australian novels for young

people by Ethel Turner, Seven Little Australians and The Little

Larrikin, family stories like L.• M. Alcott's Little Women, adventure

stories like W.H.G. Kingston's Peter the Whaler and R.M. Ballantyne's

Dog Crusoe, classics of English fiction like Dickens' Pickwick Papers

and Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare. The selection also included the

"Blackie's English Texts" series, with titles like The Spanish Armada,

1. "School Libraries", The Education Office Gazette, March 1910,
pp.63-66, with a supplement, "School Libraries", in the May 1910
issue, pp.157-l58 .
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French in Canada, and Napier's Battles; and the "Jack's Story

series" with biographical stories of "children's herces" , including

Nelson, Roberts, ' Li nco l n , and Cook.

In all, with its emphasis on fiction, but with some historical

and biographical stories, this list strongly resembled that prepared

in New South Wales in 1913 by the Department of Public Instruction. 1

The result of this similarity in lists of recommended books was that

primary school libraries throughout eastern Australia from the

second decade of the twentieth century came to have a certain uni-

formi ty in their book collections. Horeover, as we have seen, they

usually served similar purposes: they aimed to introduce children

to good leisure reading in the hope of encouraging "the reading

habit" •

* * * * * *

Many school libraries established in Great Britain, the United

states, and Australia in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries

to cater to the recreational reading needs of pupils, underwent a

change in the 1920s and 1930s, gradually becoming more closely

related to the school curriculum, and to the instructional programme

Of the school. Examples of such libraries may be found in both

1. The list of books recommended for Fourth Class boys in New South
Wales schools,for instance, contained twenty-five titles, of
which nineteen also appeared on the Queensland list; the list
for Fifth Class boys contained twenty-six titles, of which
t",enty-two also appeared on the Queensland list. See "Books for
School Libraries", New South Wales, Public Instruction Gazette,
15 October 1913, PP.307-308; "School Libraries", The Educ:.ation
Office Gazette, March,19l0, pp.63-66.
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primary and secondary school s; it was i n t he secondary schools ,

however, t hat t he t rend was f i rst manifest .

Ear l y i n the t went i e t h century the General Library! a t the

Br i s tol Grammar schoo l i n t he wes t o f England was one of t he more

ca r efully organi sed of ·the .secondary s choo l librarie s which a i med to

provide books for l eisur e · r ead i ng . I n i t ially a clos ed access libr ary ,

housed in a c las s room, it moved in 1928 t o its own l arge room where

open access could be organi sed . 2 A ca t a l ogue of this library was

fi r s t printed i n 1918, when t he col l ec t ion numbered some two thousand

books. 3 The 1925 pr i nt ed cat a logue , 4 a rranged a l phabetical l y by

author , ga ve only t he title o f each work to gu i de boys i n t heir cho i ce

of reading , with an a cc e s s i on number whi ch wa s us ed to orde r t he book

r equ i r ed by t he user . The library cont a i ne d 2887 vo lumes , the vast

majority works of ficti on; as in similar l i braries in England and

Aus t r a lia, very many of t he title s were adventur e stori e s and s t i r r i ng

t ale s of war and the Emp~re . The col l ec t i on i ncluded s i xty adventure

books by Henty, fo r instance, thirty-three by Herbert strang , twenty

by W.H.G. Kings t on, and thirty by F.S . Br e reton , a s well as twent y-

seven novels by Sir Walter Scot t and t hirty works by RUdyar d Kip l i ng .

While t here wer e separate schoo l l ibra r ies i n t his schoo l f or the

1. So called to-dist i ngui s h i t f rom t he Ca l dicott Libra r y o f
c lass i ca l books f or r efe r ence , whi ch had been e s t ablished in 1860
by the headmaster withL 5 , and which maintained i t s own identity
until the l at e 1920s. C.P . Hill, The His tory of Bristo l Gr ammar
School , (London, 1951 ), p.85. An ea r l ier l i br ary, built up f rom
the seventeenth cent ury, had disappeared wi thout a trace by the
nineteent h century . ·I b i d . , p. 4 6.

2. · ·The ·Br i s t ol·Gr ammar ·School ·Chr oni c l e , 3 ,3 (1928) , p.137.

3. Hi l l , The ·Hi s t or y ·o f ·Br i stol ·Gr ammar ·School, p . 197.

4. Bris t ol Grammar School , General Library ; ·Ca t a l ogue , (Bristol,
1925), p. 2.
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'c l a s s i c s , for s cience , for Fr ench, a nd for the us e of t he Middle

School, this ge ner a l libra ry d id include some non- spe cialis t general

interest non-fiction , much of i t o n t opical subjects like cur r ent

issues i n s c ienc e a nd ne w d i s cov e r i es in s cienc e and techno~ogy.

Examples of such titl es 'include J . A; Fleming ' s Wire l e s s Telegraphy ,

H. Golding 's Wonder Book o f Rai l ways , S . Graham' s Russia in 1916 ,

A. E. Dudene y 's Amuse ments i n Mathema t i c s , T. Corbin 's Romance of

Submarine Engineering , a nd C. Flammar i an 's Ast ronomy for Amat eurs . 1

I n December 1929 t his general library was i ncor porated i nt o a

newl y op ened open-access l ibr a r y, housed in i t s own "large and we ll

l i ghted r oom" , f i fty fee t by thi r t y f eet, which was equi pped "wi th

a l l of the , neces s ary lib r ary f i t t ings"; at the time of its ope n i ng ,

this library, shown in the photograph on the f ollowing page , wa s one

of the outstanding school l i brarie s of Great Br i tain . 2 The new room

provided shelf space for 7500 books ; separate libra r i e s stil l housed

the c l assical col lec tion a nd the s c i e nce and geogr aphy books .

Despite ' its s i ze , a nd the r a nge and variet y o f its hold i ngs - in

wh i ch some previously sepa r a te col l ec t i ons had been incorporated -

this libr ary was used i n the late 1920schiefly a s a source o f

f iction . The Tables whi ch fol l ow show s t udent borrowing by form i n

,t he first term of 1928 and fo r t he f i nal term of 1929 . I n t he 1928

t e rm fiction books compr ised 82.3% o f all books borrowed ; i n t he

1929 t erm, after the r e - organisati on o f the l i b r ary collections and

t he opening o f the new a nd extended general l i bra r y, f i c t i on books

sti l l account ed fo r 68 .07% o f borrowi ng s , despite t he greate r r ange

of subject choice provi ded ;

1. Bristol Grammar School; Gener a l Library, Catalogu e ; passim.

2. Hill, The Hi story 'o f 'Br i s t o l Gramma r 'School , p.l97.
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Bristol Grammar · Schoo l : The genera l l ibrary i n 1 9 36 . (F r om :
Ca r n e gie Uni ted Kingdom Trust. Committee Appointe d tc Inqu ire
into the Provi s i on o f Librari e s i n Secondary School s , Librar ie s
in Se c ondary School s , A Report . . . , (Edinburgh , 19 36 ) ) .
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TABLE XXI

BRISTOL GRAMMAR SCHOOL :

BORROWING 'FROM THE GENERAL 'LI BRARY, 'TERM ONE; 19 251

Class of Books Form Totals

6c 6m 6L 5 4 3 Prep Staff

A. General - 1 - - - - - - 1

B. Philosoph y 1 I , - - - - - - 2

C. Antiquities; - 1 1 - 1 - - 1 4
Biography

o. Hi s t ory IS 15 5 4 6 34 1 3 S6

F . Fiction 60 131 309 271 316 367 150 20 1624

G. Geography 2 7 10 3 2 7 - 2 33

H. Economi cs - - - - - ' - - - -
J . Politics - 4 - - - - - - 4

M. Music - 4 - - - - - - 4 , '

N. Fine Arts 1 11 3 1 1 2 - 3 22

P . Lite r a ture S 20 13 3 1 - - 1 46
,

Q. Science 1 2 S 5 S 5 3 - 32

T . Engi neeri ng , 2 S I S 7 4 1 3 2 - 54
, Sport

u. Army 1 1 1 7 9 7 6 - 32

v. Navy - 1 2 5 3 14 3 - 2 8

Totals 94 207 370 306 351 449 165 30 1 9 72

1 . The 'Br i s t o l Gramma r 'Schoo l Chronicle , 18, 4 (19 29), p. 18S .
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TABLE XXII

BRISTOL ·GRAMMAR SCHOOL :

BORROWI NG ·FROM THE GENERAL LIBRARY , FINAL TERM; 19291

Class of Books .. . "Fo rms · Totals

·6c · ·6m· 61 5 · 4 3 Divs Prep Staff

A. Genera l 2 - 4 .- 5 - - - - 11

B. Religion and - 1 1 - - - - - - 3
Philosophy

CDE History, e tc . 36 33 19 11 14 20 17 38 4 192

F . Fiction 23 · 32 125 287 276 149 78 324 6 13 20

G. Geography 3 4 26 13 3 6 12 17 - 84.
HJ Politics, etc . 12 2 2 2 1 1 - - 3 23

M. Music 1 - - - - - - - - 1

N. Art 12 7 8 1 1 1 - - 1 31

P. Language and 24 27 16 3 2 - 3 - 11 86
Literature

Q. Scie nce 13 1 b 4 3 17 5 13 1 63

T. Engineer i ng , - - 11 5 19 22 13 35 1 106
etc .

UV Army and 1 - 6 4 2 - - 3 - 17
Na vy

z. Bibliograp.hy - - - 1 - - - - - 1

To tals 127 107 224 331 327 216 128 430 .27 1939

In t he years which immediately fo llowed , the numbe r o f books in

the general l ibrary .increased , as did the borrowing f rom i t, as the

Table of annual i s sue s below · s hows . 2

1. . The Br i stol Grammar ·School ·Chr oni cl e , 18, 6 (1929), p . 291.

2. Ibid., 22 ,1 (1940) , p .24 . The Table has been collated from
information given i n a shor t article on the l i b r a r y.
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TABLE XXI II

BRISTOL GRAMMAR SCHOOL:

ANNUAL BORROWI NG FROM THE ·GENERAJ. LIBRARY

year Number of Books I s sued

1935 6340

193 6 6730

19 37 6950

1938 7900

1939 845 0

In t he Chr is t ma s term of 1939 the number o f book s issued was a school

r ecord of 309 3 . At the same time, t he p roportion o f fi c t i on borrowing

t o non - fict i on gradua l ly de c r eased as the library became more c l osel y

.i nt e gr a t ed with the instructional pro9ramme of the school , particular-

ly afte r the recommendati ons of the Carne gie Uni t ed Kingdom T~ust

Re po rt o f 1936. 1 Thi s wa s e spe c i al l y noticeable a f ter 1939, when.

r e gular libr ary' periods, in which pup i ls wer e i nstructed on the

arrangement s of the library , the use of books , and efficient use of

r efere nce sources, were ~ommenced .2 This libra ry co nt i nued to be

us ed un til 1973, whe n a ne wly-built library opened wi t h f ive thousand

square f eet floor area, nearly twice the Library Association's

recommended r equirements for a school of one thous and pupils . 3

1. Ca rnegi e Uni t ed Kingdom Trust. Corrmi.t .t.ee ' Appointed to Inquire
i nt o the Provis ion o f Librari e s in Secondary Schools , Librarie s
in Secondary Schools : A ·Report; • • •

2 . The Br is t ol Gr ammar Schoo l Chronicle, 21,7(1939), pp. 172-173.

3. This had a bookstock o f 30 ,000 vo lumes and s eating f or one
hundr ed p upi l s . Chris Col ley , The Social Context and Management
o f Libraries Project : The Staf fing of School Libraries, A Case .
Study base d on Br i s tol Gr ammar School 's Libra ry, ( t ype script ,
1977) •
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The changes wh ich have conver t e d Bristol Grammar School ' s

General Libr a ry during the t wentie th century , f rom a library

s upplyi ng mai nly fiction f or l eisure r e ading, to a l ibrary r e sources

centre c losely r ela t ed to the cur r iculum of the schoo l and its

i nstructional programme, i llus tra t e the f act that a l i brary est ab-

lished in a school f or one r ea son may corne, over the year s , t o be

mainta ined an d organised t o sui t anot her purpose . In Chapter Three

we saw libr a r ies whi ch had been established to suppor t t he t eaching

given in Sunday schools in Great Britain and the uni ted State s of

Ame r ica gradual ly change i n charac t e r as they began to supply book s

f or r ecreational reading; i n p r ima r y and secondar y schools in the

twentieth century t he general t rend has been in the reverse direction ,

to integrate t he librari e s rnoreclosely with t he instructional pro-

~rarnrne of the s chool , while s t i l l attempting to meet some l eisure

r eading requirements with fiction collections smaller in r el ati on to

non-fiction . It has been po ssible for school librari es to concen-

tra t e l ess on fiction for le isure reading partly because in the

twen t iet h century publ i c l ibraries have generally assumed r e sponsib-

ility for supplying such r e ading mater i a l s in the urban areas of

Great Britain , the United State s of Amer i ca , and Aus t ral ia . I

In t he history of t he library of Aldenham School , Elstre e, the

change from a fiction libra r y to a library c l osely rel a ted to curric-

ulum needs is clearly apparent . This boarding school of approxi-

rnat e l y 350 boys be gan in the s i x t eent h cent ur y as Aldenham Gr ammar.

School, and expanded considerably in the nineteenth century. The

s chool library was est ab l ished and organised as a subsc rip t i on

1 . Alec Ellis ; Library Servi ce s ·f or ·Young ·peopl e ·t n England and
·Wal e s , (Oxf or d, 1971) , pp .3-4 , · p.l7.
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library by 1881,1 when games, including chess and draughts, as well

as books, were bought for the use of the boys in their leisure time. 2

In 1883 the library was catalogued,3 with the books arranged in

twelve classes according to subject. 4 The collection was housed in

various roomS around the school until 1924, when it moved into its

own specially designed library room, waS recatalogued, reclassified

according to the Dewey system,S and completely re-organised on

professional lines by Cecil Stott, librarian in the school _for forty-

three years, and one of the founders of the School Library

1. Aldenham School, Cuttings Scrapbook, in the school library.
Cutting- dated April 1883, from the school magazine. There is
evidence that considerable care and planning went into this
library. In 1881, 1882, and 1883, subscriptions were used to pay
for stationery, books, binding, newspapers, shelves and shelf
labels, and printing.

2. Ibid., cutting dated August 1881, from the school magazine.

3. Aldenham School, "Aldenham School Library Catalogue, 1883", MS,
at the school library.

4. These were:

1. Classics
2-. Fiction
3. ~iography

4. ~istory

5. ~oetry

6. Travel
7 ; Science
8. Miscellaneous (Including English literature and

criticism, except poetry, and also including books on
religion) _

9. Q. (Magazines)
10. Athletics
11. F (Continued)
12. if (Continued)

The books were given running shelf numbers within these classes,
as, for example,

C.l. The Roman Poets of the Republic, W. Sellar
C.2. Peloponnesus, W.G. Clark
C.3. Gallus, Becker

5. Aldenham School, Cuttings Scrapbook, cuttings dated November 1924
and April 1935, both from the school magazine.



Th e Lib r a r y , Aldenham
School, El s t r ee , i n
19 3 7 , with a po r t r a i t
o f i t s l o ng -servin g
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(Photograph of t he
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Association. 1 In the 1920s a great deal of modern fiction was

bought for the library,2 partly in response to demands from the

pupils. 3 Not only did the proportion of fiction books to non-fiction

books in the collection increase during this period, but the overall

stock of the library .i nc r e as ed rapidly: when the library moved into

its permanent quarters in 1924, 1800 books were transferred; only

four years later the total stock was around 4500 titles. 4 The

record of books borrowed from the library illustrates clearly the

change from a library chiefly for leisure reading materials in 1925

to a library used predominantly for curriculum-related materials by

1937. The graphs which follow show this development, from 1925,

when eighty percent of the borrowings were of fiction books, to

1954, when eighty percent of the borrowings were of non-fiction. 5

1. C.W. Harris "Cecil Ainsworth Stott: an Appreciation ll
, The

School Librarian, 27 ,4(1979}, pp.315-318; Anonymous, "Aldenham
School, Elstree':, The School Librarian , 27,3 (1979), p. 204.

2. Aldenham School, Cuttings Scrapbook, cuttings dated July 1921,
from the school magazine.

3. Ibid., cutting dated December 1919, from the school magazine.

4. Ibid., cuttings dated November 1924 and March 1928, from the
s chool magazine.

5. Figures taken from Aldenham School, Cuttings Scrapbook, cuttings
dated 1925-1955, from the school magazine.
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TABLE XXI V

ALDENHAM OSCHOOL LIBRARY:

°FICTION °AND NON-FICTION °BOOKS BORROWED; °19 25 - 1 954
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TABLE XXV

°ALDENHAM OSCHooLO LI BRARY:

PERCENTAGE OF NON-FICTION BOOKS BORROWED TO°TOTAL °BORROWI NGS . 1925 -1954
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several. factors, over and above the general .trend already noted,

may account · for this. Firstly, it appears ·t ha t after 1924 stott

him self, while encou~aging the development of a quality. fiction

colle ction in the main s chool library, saw the library as a vit~l part

of the scholarly life of t he school, . so ·t ha t his own pclicy would have

encouraged the development of the non-fiction collection. l Secondly,

fiction bo oks were inconveniently shel ved in a crowded bay of the ·

library near the door until 1954, and then housed in an even less

convenient location i n the former Master s ' Common Room. Thirdly,

five hou se libraries, consisting chief ly of fiction, were established

around 1945 and were well-used in the 1950s; much of the fiction

read by boys would have come from them r ather than from the general

library. Perhaps too, t hough it would be difficult to verify this,

the boys' r eading tastes changed, with a preference increas·ingly

being · shown for factual books over fiction for leisure reading;

there is certainly evidence . from elsewhere for such a change. 2 In

this period,too, fiction r eading as a l eisure activity found increas-.

ing competition from other forms of ent e r t a i nment - films, radio, and

by the 1950s television, Although their direct impact on a boarding

school pcpu~ation would have been limited, it is probable that

change s in r eading habits in the general pcpulation ·which occurred as

a result of the availability of these new leisure activities would

1. Ibid., cutting dated Novembe r 1924, from an article by Cecil
. stott, on the aims of the library, in the school magazine • .

2. Al ec Ellis, for instance, quotes a Sheffield survey of children's
r eading preferences in 1938 which showed that even at that stage,
while girls generally preferred fiction, boys actually read more
non-fiction than fiction. Ellis, LibrarY ·Services ·forYoung
·peopl e , p.71. He also suggests that this trend . could be the
r esult o f the ava i l ab i l i t y of increasingly attractive non-fiction

. for children in t he 19305, with a wider coverage of subjects for
most age groups. ·I bi d . , p~71. . . .
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, have been r eflected t o some degree in boarding ,s chool s . 1

While showing the increasing proportion of non-fiction books to

fiction books borrowed, the first graph also shows that total borrQw-

ing s from the main library, of both fiction and non-fiction,

increa sed dramatically between 1925 ,a nd 1931, then gradually tapered

off until a r ound 1940, when they seem t o have stabilised at around

3500 books a year. It is possible that changes in the physical

environment of the library t ended to r educe borrowing after 1931:

l onger openi ng hours made it l ess nec e s sary for boys ,t o borrow books

t o use outside; and with the installa tion of heating and comfortable

furniture, the library became a much more pleasant place in which to

r ead. We know that blackout conditions imposed du ring the Se cond

World War l ed to a further decline i n borrowing, particularly during

1940. 2 At about the time that total borrowings began to decrease

markedly, a teacher who had been at the school many years, and who

had e f fec t i vel y encoura~ed the us e of the ,l ibr a r y , r etired; the

influence of teachers on pupil use of the library has been demon-

s t r ated in several s t udi e s , so that his leaving t he s t a f f may have

1. Ellis, Library 'Se r vi ce s for Young People, p.92, mentions
librarians who, l ate in the 1950s, questioned the idea that
t elevision was a bad influence on children' s r eading habits.
However a maj or coun t r y - wi de survey of English children's volun
tary r eading habits, carried out by t he Schools Council from
1969 t o 1974, did produce ev i de nce t hat heavy tel evisi on viewers
(t hat i s, more t han three hours viewi ng per week-day evening)
f ormed a higher pr opo r t i on of the non book r eaders than of
medium or heavy book readers. Frank Whitehead, A.C. capey,
Wendy Maddren, and Alan Wellings, Children 'and their Books,
(London, 1977), p.58.

2. A,total of 2047 for the Chris t mas t erm 1939, but onl y 1142 for
Christmas t e rm 1940, with the average daily number of issues
dropping from t wenty-four in 1939 t o fourteen in 1940.
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meant a general l e s s ening o f i nterest in t he library.l

The libr a r y i n t his school today , s t i l l i n i t s 1 923/1924 r oom,

but with modern extensions buil t in 197 8 , has a collection of a round

23 ,000 books . The fiction books , removed to another r oom in' 19S4 ,

have been returned to t he main libr ary, where they are hous ed in a

new r oom used also fo r the periodicals col lection and casual readi ng .

The library now, however , as t he borrowing f i gu r e s show ,2 chief ly

serves to support the c ur r iculum- relate d t each ing and l e arn ing act i v -

ities i n the schoo l .

This cha nge in purpose , so clear l y apparent i n many English

school librarie s, i s a lso e vident i n Some Australi an secondary schoo l

libraries in the twentieth cent ur y . The Glennie Memorial Sc:hoo l , an

Anglican Girls' boardi ng s chool founded in 1908 in Toowoomba, .

Queens land , had a library in 191 0 of "over 100 wel l -bound , green -

covered book s". 3 The a ut ho rs r epre s ented in thi s embryo collec tion , .

whi ch had been bui l t up by donation , and whi ch was hous ed i n t he

dining room," i ncluded Thackeray , Scot t , Di ck ens, Ly t ton , Reade',

. Mason, Merriman , Crocket t, Marion Craw f or d , Bar r McCutcheon ,

Gertrude Pa ge, Nicho lson , and Ethel Turner . 5 The l ibrary increa s ed

. 1. For example, Er nest Roe i n South Austral ia found that " • • •
ce r ta i n i ndi vidual l ibrar ians and t ea che r s signif i cant l y
infl uence children ls, education through l i brarie s ". Roe , An
Examinat ion o f t he Inf l ue nce of Librarie s on t he Education of
Seconda ry School Childre n in SOuth Aust ral ia , (Ph . D. t hesis ,
Uni versity of Adelai de , 1963), abs t r ac t .

2. I n 1966, for i nstance, o f the 1154 book s bo rrowed i n Christma s
t erm, only lIS were f iction .

3. The Gl enn i e Gazet te, 1, 2 (1910), p.20.

4. Ibid., 1,3{19l0), p.lS.

5 . Ibid., 1,2 (19101, p.20.
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steadily in size after i t s e s t abl i shment ; by 1920 there wer e 1000

vo lumes l fo r a s chool of around one hundred pupils . By 1926 both

the r e f erence library and the f i c t i on library were hous ed in their

~wn rooms, but while hope was expres sed in the school magaz i ne that

"the shelves for r efe r ence books will soon be as well filled as t he

- f iction ones" ,2 the fiction library remained the most he avily used

f or some time to come . Some of the funds from the girls ' library

subsc r i pt i ons were allocated for the first time i n 1926 to buy

"reference" or non-fiction books ; after this the reference l i brary

gradua l l y grew in size . The initial purchases of non-fiction ,

howeve r , were he avily oriented t owards English literature , wi t h only

three of -the f irst fi fte en purchases being works on other s ub jec t s :

Griffith Taylor' s Meteorology -in Austral ia ; Lawrence' s Movements i n

European History; an d Mor r i s and Wood 's The English Speaki ng '

Nations . 3 Ten years later the fiction and r eference libraries were

a l mos t equal in s i z e ,4 with t he r eference l i br a r y showing an increas-

ing variety i n its s t ock ; by 1939 there were more non-fiction books

t han fiction . 5 By 1951 , the s t ock of the r eference l ibrary was more

than double t ha t of t he fi cti on library . 6

1 . ~bid . , 7, 23 (~92Ql , p .17.

2 . -I b i d . , 13,35(19261, pp .9- 1Q and p. 12 .

3 . - Ibid . , 13 , 36[19 261, pp . 6- 7 . The other purchased works were :
Sidney Lee - Life of Shakespear e ; Oxford -Book of Eng l i s h Prose;
Me redi th 's Poems; Henley 's Engl i s h Lyrics ; Herbert ' s Poems ;
De Quincey 's Essay s ; Swi nburne : Cresc ent Moon ; T~gore;

Mil t on ; Hi story of -Art and -Literature - 3 vol s.

4 . Ibi d., 25 ,56 (1936) , p. 18.

5. I bid. , 28,62 (19 39) , pp .20~21 .

6 . Ibid. , 39,81(1951) , pp . 14- 1S .
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TABLE XXVI

THE GLENNIE SCHOOL, TOOWOOMBA:

. ·THE ·GROWTH OF .THE LIBRARY COLLEC'rrONS1

.Yea r Fiction Library Non-~iction Li b r a r y .Tot a l
Books Books

1920 1000

192 3 1100

1932 1700

1936 1020 >1000 >20 20

193 9 >1000 10 70 >2070

19 41 1035 1130 2165

1951 943 >1900 >284 3

The combi ned school l ibra r y today , in a new bu i l ding erected with

Aust ralian Government assistance and opened i n 19 71 ,2 has a

co l lect i on o f 5000 or more vo l umes fo r the 130 girls enr ol led . This

colle ction , l i ke t hose qt Bristol Grammar Schoo l and Aldenham School

i n Engl and , is no w pr i mari l y organis ed to suppor t the classroom work

of the school , wi t h · some ·a t t e nt i on being paid t o bui lding up the

fiction a nd general non~fiction sec t ions of the col lection t o cater

to t he recreati onal r e ading needs of the p up i ls , par t icular l y

boa r de rs .

Othe r Aus t r a lian s chool librari es show t he s ame development .

The l i s t o f fifty new books added t o the l i b r a ry o f the Southport

Schoo l , Queens land , in the half year t o May 1908, when t he school

1. Fi gure s t ake n from art i c les in the school magazine , ·i b i d . ,
i s s ues 7,23 (1 920), p . 17 ; 9, 29(1923), pp .17- 18; 20 ,48 (19 32) ,
p. l3 ; 25 ,26 (1936) , p . 18 ; 28 ,62 (1939) , pp . 20-21 ; 30 ,65 (1941 ) ,
pp .lO-U ; 39 ,81(19 51 ) ; pp . 14-15 .

2 . I b i d . , 51,95(1971) , pp .3l-33 .
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magazine carried the first such list , included only three non-

fiction titles, tWQ of which were histories and one a book on s por t . l

Thirty-one years later, the accessions list in the December 1939

issue of the magazine showed that while seventeen fiction titles had

been added in the half year , twenty-eight non-fiction titles were

listed, including ten history titles, seven travel books, and eleven

works classified broadly as "art, literature, blography, etc .".2 In

1924 the form libraries at the Church of England Grammar School, East

Brisbane, were amalgamated to form a school library, chiefly of

fic tion books ;3 the writer of an editorial in the October 1925 issue

of the s chool magazine, with regard to the aims of this library,

suggested that "the true function of books is the giving of pure

pleasure; that unsullied mental recreation available in no other

form". If Even by 1927 this was no longer a true description of what

this school wanted in a school library; an editorial of that year

announced that a new library would be built to "provide a good

general library for the whole school, and an excellent reference

library for se ni or boys and masters",5 as well as to supply leisure

reading materials. 6

1. The Southport School, The Southportonian, May 1908, p.?

2. Ibid., December 1939, pp.16-l7 .

3. The Church of England Grammar School, The Viking, April 1924,
p.l3.

4 . Ibid., October 1925, p.l.

5. Ibid., September 1927, p.4.

6. Other Australian school libraries in which this trend is appar
ent include Somerville House (The Brisbane Hi gh School for
Girls), The Some r vi l l e House Magazine, issues from 1900; the
I p swich Girls' Grammar School, I p swich Girls'Grammar School
Magazine, issue s from 1912 on; and Toowoomba Gr amma r School,
Toowoomba Grammar Schoo l Maga z i ne , issues May 1904 on, and
particularly November 1913, pp .5-6.
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Thi s gradual change i n s o many school libra r i e s, f rom be i n g

predominently suppl iers o f fiction f or home or leisure reading to

~roviding curriculum-relat ed , non-fiction, has me ant that mos t s c hool

librari es now have collections in which non -fiction books great ly

outnumber t he fiction. ,The graphs below, based 'on inf ormation given

in the -1 972 Commonwealth Se condary School Libra r i e s Resear ch Pr o ject

Report , Secondary School -Librarie s i n Austr a l ia ,l show t hat in the

637 government secondary school s throughout A~stralia whi ch wer e

surve ye d, and in the 627 non-government schools , the books t ock of

fi ction was s i gnificant ly smal ler than the non - f i c tion s t ock . I n t he

case of the gove rnment schoo l s , the mean fiction col lect ion consisted

of 1762 books and the mean no n - r i ction col lect ion o f 4111 books ,

while for non -government schoo l s the mean coll ections were 843 a nd

243 0 res pectively .

1. (Brisbane , 1972), pp . 4l -44 .
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The following Table, showing books bought by the 637 Australian

government schools with the Commonwealth funds which were allocated

to them between 1969 and 1971 under the States Grants <'Secondary

School Libraries) Act, 1968, further illustrates this trend: the'

number of non-fiction titles bought was more than double the number

of fiction works over the three year period.

TABLE XXIX

AUSTRALIAN SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES:

BOOKS BOUGHT WITH COMMONWEALTH FUNDS 1969-1972 BY 637 SCHOOLS l

'rype of Book Total Books Average Number Average Number
Bought of Books Bought of Books Bought

per School per Pupil

F::'ction 175,066 275 0.41

Non-Fiction 360,984 567 0.84

Total 536,050 842 1.25 ,

1. Table based on figures given in the Commonwealth Secondary
School Libraries Research Project report,ibid., p.40. The
average number of books bought per pupil, given in column four,
is based on an enrolment figure of 428,461 pupils in the 637
schools. '
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While t his situation was commonl in Australian secondar y

schools by t he 1970 s, t here were sti l l many p r imar y schools , par t ic-

ula r l y in Queensl and, where the book collections were bas i ca lly

fiction, though the School Libr a r y Association o f Queens land f elt

tha t a _r a t i o o f fiction to non-fiction of 40 :60 wa s more de sirable

and endea voured to e ncour age col l ec t ion - bu i l d ing a long these lines. 2

A survey con du c t ed in 1972 of t hirteen of the t went y s tate p r ima r y

school l i brarie s in t he Centra l Quee nsland city o f -Rockhampt o n

showed , however , t ha t t he overal l r atio of fiction t o non-fiction i n

those libraries wa s 63 : 37 , with individual s choo l s showing ratios a s

high a s 18 : 3 . I n s ome infants sec t i ons of those primary school s

there were no non-fiction books at a l l in t he libra r i es. The Tables

bel ow a r e adap t ed from table s g iven in the r eport o f this s t udy .3

1 . In Western Austr a l ia , fo r instance , as earl y a s 1958, nine o f the
state secondary schools had book col lections in which t he r e were
more t han t.~ non-fiction books to every f iction book , and a
further seven such schools had more than one but fewer than two
non -ficti on books t o every fic t ion book . But nevertheless in no
fewer than f ou r t ee n junior high schools , f i ction books s t ill
outnumbered non-fiction books in t he library col l ections. The
fu l l high school s ,then,tended to ha ve collec tions pr edomLOent l y
o f non- fiction , while t he l ower- sta tus j unior high schools had
collect i ons wh i c h wer e l a r gely fiction. Paul L. Duncan , The
Secondary Schoo l Libr a ry: a sur ve y o f t he need f or secondar y
school libra r i e s, a nd their aims , p r ov isi on , and s taf f ing ,
especi a l ly in relat i on to state high schools in Western Aus tralia,
(B.Ed. -t he s Ls , University of We s t ern Australia, 1958), p.72.
Th i s phenomenon was a l so noted by B. Lamar J ohnson t wenty-five
years ear l ier i n t he United States. He att ributed i t partly to
t he pol icy of headmast ers in junior secondary schools who, ha vi ng
mos t l y primary s chool e xper i e nce , concentrated on suppl ying books
for l eisure r eading ; and pa r t l y t o a l a ck of adequate publ i c
l i br a rie s for l eisur e r eading mat eri als i n the r ural areas where
these schools were o f ten locat ed. B. Lamar Johnson, The
Se con dary- School -Libr a r y , (Wa sh i ngton , 1933), p. v i . ---

2 . School Libr ary Associat ion o f Queen s l a nd.
"Survey o f Print Mater ials in Rockhampton
Li braries", Journal o f -the Schoo l -Li brary
-l a nd , 5,3(1972), pp . 14 - 18 .

3. -I b i d . , pp.16 a nd 17.

Rockhampton Branch ,
St a t e Pr imary School
Association -of -Que en s -
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TABLE XXX

ROCKHAMPTON, QUEENSLAND, , BOOK COLLECTIONS ' I N GOVERNMENT

PRIMARY 'SCHOOLS , '1 9 72

School 'No . of Pupils 'Fi c t i on Books Non-Fic tion Books Re f e r -

To t al Number Fiction Fiction
.ence

Non~ Non - Book s
Number of for for Fiction Fiction
of I nfant Infa nts Ot h ers f or fo r
Puoils Pupils Infants Others

Al lenstown 900 24 2 810 119 2 78 1688 162
.

Frenchville 813 236 500 1326 - 800 16

Berserker st 76 1 295 700 19 72 50 800+ 1 20

Pa r k Avenue 600 201 150 200 200 820 100

Mt. Morgan 495 137 200 700 50 850 8

Hall 46 8 1 9 2 985 1 200 50 660 140 .

Cresce n t 442 119 400 800 1 50 400 -
La go on .

Lakes Creek 305 97 66 500 , 4 290 50

Depot Hill 149 45 54 500 - 328 65

Glenmore 97 29 150 250 50 250 3

Nerimbera 55 22 56 1100 - 1 6 2 7

Ka1apa 41 13 90 360 - 100 1 9-

Pa r k hur s t 83 29 40 200 - 40 4
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TABLE "XXXI

ROCKHAMPTON; QUEENSLAND: ". BOOK COLLECTIONS "I N "GOVERNMENT

"PRI MARY SCHOOLS, "1972

School Infant School Ratio of Ratio of
Fiction: Non-Fiction " 'Fi c t i on : Non- Fi c t i on

in Primary School
Collecti on "a s a whole

F:N -F F :N.,.F

Allenstown 10: 1 20:19

Berserker 70:5 8:3

Bers erker Infs. 14 :1

Frenchville 500 :0 9:4

Park Avenue 3 :4 1:3

Mount Morgan 4: 1 18: 3

Hal l 20:1 5: 2

Crescent Lagoon 8 : 3 2:1

Lake s Creek 16 : 1 5: 3

Depot Hi ll 54:0 4 :3

Glenmore 3:1 4:3

Ne.rimbera 56:0 l :l

Kapala 90:0 4 :1

Parkhurs t 40:0 4 :1

In the s e primary schoo l s a feature of the l i b r a r i e s is the

heavy provision of fiction books for inf ants chi l dren . In England i n

the 1970s"another trend was apparent in s econdary col l e c t i ons : th~

provision of comparatively l a r ge" fic tion collections for less academ-

i c ally able pupi l s , with onl y small fiction collections being pro -

vided in independent and academical l y-oriented s chool s . Several

r ea sons could account for this: firstly , the belief that ~any less

abl e pup i l s had r eading int erests and needs more akin . to thos e of

primary pupils than . of academic secondary pupi l s; secondly, t he
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belief that children of l owe r academic ability need to be enticed

into reading , in contrast to academic pupils who a r e mor e motivated

to read ; thirdly , the belief that fiction would be less r eadily

available in the homes of less able pupils; fourthly , the belief

. that the more i nt e l l i gent pupils are likely to borrow fiction from

the l oc a l public library , while non -academic pupils would be l ess

· l ike l y to venture there; fifthly , the belief that fiction i s easier

to read than non-fiction , and so more suitable for l e s s able

children . I n addition , t he re has been a t endency to provide very

little fiction for the ablest pupils because they are unde r most

pressure t o work for publ i c exami na t i on s , and are therefore seen as

having lit t le time for recreational reading . Whatever the reasons

for t his phen omenon, the following Table s hows that while of t he

f~ve Lancash i r e secondary schoo ls for which figures are given ,. no ne

had a col lection consisting of more than twenty percent fiction , the

two comprehensive schools, Bur n l e y Grammar School and Bury Grammar

School , had s ignificantly gr e a t e r percentages of fiction in their

collections than the academi c schools , with Manchester Grammar

School, fo r instance, having only s ix percent fiction .
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TABLE: XXXII

BooKSTOCK BY SUBJECTS OF FIVE ENGLISH SECONDARY SCHOOLS , 19 7 8 '

(expressed as pe r ce nt age s of total stock )

School s

Manchester Merchant Bo l ton Burnley Bury
Grammar Taylors ' School Gr ammar Grammar
School School , (Boys' Schoo l School
(Academic) Crosby Di vi s i on ) (Compre - (Comp r o-

(Academic) ( I ndepend- he ns i ve ) he n s i ve)
en t )

% % % % %

Ge ne r a l Reference 2 4 2 3 10

Engli sh 18 Incl. 15 12 16 8USA

Fine Arts 4 Art and 4 Art and 4 6 I nc l . 3Music Music Recre -
a tion

Music 2 1

Sport a nd Pastime s 1 1 3

Classics 5 (Latin 2 5 4 2 1(Greek 3

Geology and 2 4 9 5 ~ 4
Geography

Ma t hematics an d 10
Genera l Sc i ence

Ma thema t ics 3 2 3

Phy sica l Sc iences 3 5

Applied Sc iences 2 1 3

Natural Sc i ence 3

Pure Sciences 7 6

Economics and 4 5 6 6 4~
Social Sciences

Languages . 1 1

German 11 3 6 3~ 4

Russian 1 1

French 5 5 10 4 3

Spanish ~

History 23 1 8 20 20 18

Biography 8 1

The ology 2

Phi losophy a nd 6 (Philo s ophy 2 . 5 5 3
Re ligion (Religion 4

Gene ral 2
Literature

J un i or Non-Fiction 9

(F i ction) 6 1 2 9 19 20

1 . The f igures for this Table wer e take n from J oan M. Po t t e r , Ola School
Lib r a r i e s of Lancashire: A continuea History 1885-197 8, (M .A. thesi s ,
Louqhborough Univer sity o f Technology, 1979).

For no two schools was it po s s i b l e to use exactly the same subject
d ivi sions in the Table , s i n ce f igures, given t o Mr s . Potter by t he schools
themselves , were based on the subje c t divi s i on s of t he i r own library class 
i f i cat i on schemes and s t ockt ak i ng records . The Dewey De c i ma l Classifica
t ion (not wi t hout local adaptat ion) was used by Burn ley Gr amma r School ,
Manchester Gr amma r School , a nd Me r c han t Taylors ' School , Crosby : Bury
Grammar Schoo l u s e d the Brown Clas s i f i c ation; a nd Bolton School us e d a
modifi e d Dewey s ys tem, but with the books shelved by school subjec t
depar tments rather than by bro ad Dewey clas s e s .
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Despite t he range in fiction provision i n these schools , of from

six percent t o t went y percent of t he collection, f iction was not a

l arge .compo nent of any of the se collections , e speci ally when they are

seen in rel ation to the primary school libraries in Que ens l and in the

, s ame de cade . The provision of fict ion in the English schoo ls was

s een to be more important for l ess able pupils , but their libraries,

too , were still predominent l y non-fiction and curriculum-related .

The concept of t he school library as a s our c e o f r ecreational

r eading has been declining i n popularity during the t wentieth cent ur y ;

wi th some except i ons , the emphas is today i n school library development

i s on the l ibrary as a source of support and enrichment for curricul~

r ela t ed teaching and l earning ac t i vi t i e s in the school, and/or for the

s chool l i brary a s a school and community r e sour ce. Leisure r eading

materials have been incorpora t ed into the general scho ol l i b r a r y as a

f i c t i on sect ion , with a stock generally much smaller than t he non

fiction and r e f e r ence sec t i ons . Part of the r esponsibility fo r

s upplying r ecrea t i ona l reading materials has passed during this

cent ur y to the childrens ' and young adult departments of public

libraries; generally , however, fiction forms a l arge r part of t he

coll ections of pr ima r y s chool libraries than of seconda r y school

l i br aries today , while within the s ec onda r y schools t hemsel ves t he

provision of fiction ·is generally seen to be more i mportant i n

s chool s which have a s ubstant ial enrolment o f less abl e pupi~s .
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