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.CHAPTER "lWO

EARLY SCHOOL LIBRARIES TO 1800

Librarie s have e xi s ted in English schools at l east since the

e i gh t h cent ury , notably a t Canterbury , York , Winchester and Hexham,

where t he y were c l o s ely associated wi t h .re l igious f oundations . !

These schoo l libraries have developed and chan ged i n r esponse t o

deve lopments in e ducati on and in the fi eld o f l ibrari anship ove r the

l a s t t wel ve hundred years . In t his Part the hi sto ry of s chool

libraries wil l be t r aced from the e a r l y church schoo ls of Yorkshire

i n the mid -eight h centur y to the twentieth century schools of the

United Kingdo m, the United State s o f Ame r i ca , and AustralLi.

When Aelbert, an eighth century English secular priest a t York

Minste r who was active i n educa t ion and church admi ni s t ration in

Northumbria, wa s appointed Archbi shop o f York in 766,2 he chose his

close friend Alcuin t o succeed him as head o f the episcopal school ,

givi ng him "the s phere of wi sdom, the school , the mas ter 's chai r , the

books , which . . . Lhe ] had collect ed from all side s, piling u~ gl o r ious

1. Sheila G.
p .lO.

2. Arthur F.
p. 59.

Ray , Library 'Se r vi ce ·t o SchoQl s , . (2 nd edn, Loridon , 1972) ,

Leach; The Schools o f Medieva l Engl and , (London, 1915) ,
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treasures under one roof".1 Thi.s Ls the best; early evidence we have

for the existence of libraries.. in or associated with schools in

England. 2 Born at Xork. Ln about 735 ', Alcuin was educated at the

cathedral school under Aelbert, with whom he later travelled to Rome

to search for books arid manuscripts, Because of his considerable

reputation as a scholar and teacher, he was invited by Charlemagne in

780 to come to his court to play a part in the revival of learning

under the Franks. Alcuin founded a new school at the Frankish court,

which he organised along the lines of the school at York. 3 In order

to supply it with books, he persuaded Charles to send a number of

copyists to York to reproduce some of the most famous books there.

The letter in which Alcuin put his case to Charles still survives:

I have need of the most excellent books of scholastic learning,
which I had procured in my own country, either by the devoted
care of my master, or by my own labours. I therefore beseech
your majesty . . . to permit me to send certain of our household to
bring over into France the flowers of Britain, that the Garden
of Paradise may not be confined to York, but may send some of
its scions to Tours. 4

What the "flowers of Britain" were at this time, Alcuin has told us

1. Alcuin, Of the Bishops and Saints of the Church of York. This
poem was written when Alcuin was schooln~ster and librarian of
York Minster, probably between 776 arid 780. The poem is now only
known from , a transcript made in 1690 from the original MS in the
monast.e ry of St. Theodoric, Rheims, which was destroyed in the
French Revolution. The transcript has been edited by James Raine,
History of the Churches of York, (Ross Series, No.71), (London,
1879), p.390, aQd this quotation is taken from Arthur F. Leach,
Educational Charters and Documents 598-1909, (Cambridge, 1911),
p.l7 .

2.· In her article liThe Schoolmaster-Librarian", 'l'he School Librarian,
7(1954), p.162, Miss S.M. Allenby Moore, mentions that this is
"one of the earliest" refe~ences to a school librarian which she
has been able to trace, and that this was "one Of the most dis­
tinguishe&'libraries.

3. John L. Thornton, Selected Readings ·i n ·t he 'Hi s t o r y of Librarian­
ship, (London, 1966), p.16.

4. Quoted by Ernest A. Savage, in Old English Lib,aries, (London,
1911), p.36. Another translation of this passage, from Alcuin's
Epistle xxxviii, appears in James Westfall Thompson, The Medieva~

Library, (New York, 1967), p.56.
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i n hi s l ong Latin poem, Of -the Bis hops -and Saints of t he _Churc h of

-Yor k . -The books i n the library a t Yo rk , he -s aid; i ncl uded

. . . The volumes that contai n
~ll the ancient f athers who remain ;
The r e a l l t he Lat i n_writers make the i r home
wi th those that gl or i ous Greece transferre d to Rome , ­
The Hebrews drew f rom t heir_celesti al s t r eam.
And ~frica i s brigh t with l earning 's beam . }

Then f o llowi ng what has been called2 a ca t a l ogue in verse , which

l i s t e d the names o f f or t y wri t e rs , includi ng Jerome, Hi lar i us ,

Ambros e , Augustine , Gregory, Pope Leo, Aldhelm, Be de , the ancient s

Pl i ny , Aristo t le , Cicero , Virgi l , Lucan , grammarians Probus a nd

OOnat us . And Alcuin concl uded his l isting with the r emark that "many

othe r ma s t ers emine n t in the s c ho o l s , in a r t , and in oratory, who

have wr i tten many a vo l ume of sound sense " could be found in the

l ibr a r y , but the writing o f t heir "name s in vers e woul d take l on ger

t han t he us a ge of t.he pen a l lows " . 3 Al cuin speaks wi th some p r i de ,

for t his rep r e s en t s a s ubs t antial co l lect ion of manusc r ipt book s for

t he e i ghth century ; i t was a co l l ect i on wh i ch would have been o f

gr ea t value t o a s choo l .

Tho ugh Alcuin was - the most famous teacher of his age , and Yo rk

1. .Quoted by -Sa vage., i n Ol d 'Engl i sh -Li b r a r i e s , p.36.

2 . Edward Edwa r ds , Memoirs o f -Li bra r ies , (London , 185 9) , Vol. l , pp .
104-105 ; _ Leach , School' s of Medieval 'Engl and , pp .60-61 .

3 . Quo ted by Leach , Educationa l Charte r s and -Document~, p . 17 .
Alcui n 's list i s, however , marred by two seri o us defects , both of
which s tem f rom the metr ica l f orm i n which he wrot e . Firstly , he
names only the authors and na t the speci f i c works which t he
library held. - And second ly , "i t i s ce r tai n that e xi ge ncies of
me tre compel l ed Alcui n t o omi t the name s of writers who were cer­
t ainly repr e sent ed t o some e x ten t in t he l i b r a r y, f o r example ,
Isidore o f Se ville " . M.L .W . Lai stne r , "The Library o f the
Venerable Bede ", -i n A. Hamilton Thompson (ed.) , Bede , -Hi s li J;e ,
Time s a nd Writing~ Es sa ys -i n Comme mo r ation ; -o f t he Twelf th
Centenary o f his Death , (New York , 1966) , p .237 .
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~as then renowned as a place of"learning , it i s certain that many

ot he r s chools existed with collections of book s , sacr ed and secular ,

fo r t eaching purposes . Al cui n himself in 797 wrote to Bishop

Et hel ber t and the congregation a t Hexham that t hey shoul d cont i nue

to

. .. t each the boys and young men diligently t he learning of books
in the way of God , that they may be come worthy succes s ors in
your honours and Lnce.rces aors for yo u .• •For the increase of t he
f lock" is the glor y o f the s hephe r d , and the multitude o f l earned
men i s the s afe t y of t he world. 1 "

Cer tai nl y a l ibrary had been e stabli shed at Hexham a t least half a

cent ury earlier , s i nce Bede tells us that when Acca succee ded Wilfrid

a s b ishop there in 709 , he built "a very l a r ge and most noble library ,

as s i duous l y col l ect i ng hi s tories of the passions of the martyrs as

wel l ·as other ecclesiastical books " .2 In Winchester in the ninth

cent ur y there was apparently a s choo l s erving the cour t of Ki ng

Alfred "nlich had a collection of books f or the use of the pupils . I n

Ass e r ' s Li f e o f King Al f red , 3 a r omance written about a cen t ury later

than Alfred ' s time , there i s Some evidence that Alfred 's youngest son ,

Ethe l war d , "was sent to the granunar school (ludi s literariae

disciplinae) wi t h nearly a l l the children of nob l e birth and many no t

s o noble , under the diligent ca r e o f mas ters . I n that schOol (s co l a)

1. Quoted by Leach , Educational Charter s "and Documents , p .21.

2 . Be de , in Bertram Colgrave and R. A. B. Mynor s (~ds ), "Be de ' s
"Ecc l e s i a s t i ca l Hi sto r Y "o f t he En<;tlishPeople , CV. 20 ) , (Ox f o r d,
1969), p.531.

3. Available in t wo editions: Ass e r ; 'As s e r i us de Rebus 'Gestis
[ Ass~r ' s Life o f Kin q Alfred] , edited by W.H . Stevens on , (Oxford ,
1904); a nd As s er ; "As s e r ' s Life of Ki ng Al fred , translated by
L.C . J ane , (London , 1908 ) .
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books in both Lanquaqes I Lat in a:nd Saxon, were r e ad cont i nual l y . . . Itl

Lea ch, i n dis c us s ing a mid-t enth ce n tury' l is t i ng of a col lection of

sc hool books. given to the .monas te r y a t Can t e rbury , argues that "the

'casual way the l i s t is en tered " , on the f ly- lea f o f one of the

books , "affords a convi nc i ng proof of the commonness of school

books .•. among the Engl i sh a t the time it was made. ,,2

In t he peri od fo l lowing the Norman Conque s t there are i sol ated

r efe r ences to librar i e s associated wi th ·s choo l s . Early in the

twel fth cent ur y3 Richa r d de Bel mei s confirmed Hugh t he Sc hool master

o f St . Pau l ' s Londo n , and his s uccessors , as ex offici o libra rian ,

granting t o "hi m a lso and to the pr i vilege o f t he s chool the cust ody '

1. As ser , Li f e of Ki ng Alfred , wr i t ten about 1001 . Quoted by Leach,
. Schoo l s of Medieval Engla nd, p . 73. While there i s evidence t ha t
tnis r omanc e 1S highly inaccurate a bout Alfred ' s l ife and' t i mes ,
Leach claimed ' t ha t it can , in thi s passage quoted , be taken as a t
least accurately ref lecting grammar school educa tion in Winc hes­
te r at the time it wa s written . I b i d. , p.74 .

2 • . Leach , Schoo l s of Medieval Eng l a nd , p.94 . Leach 's a rgument here
i s , howeve r , d i f f i cu l t to accept . Thi s list i s certai nly proof
that a schoolmaster at thi s time co uld accumulate a col lection
of books · for us e in s chool . . But the fac t that the list i s
e nte r e d · in a "c a sual way" on the f ly - leaf of o ne o f them i s .
probabl y more indi~ative of the scarcity a nd high cos t of s ui t ­
able mate r ials o n which to write, t han o f the "c o mmonne s s " o f
s cho o l book s . The f ac t that a lmost every scr ap of parchment o r
ve l l um was' us ed, (and often re - used i n bindings ) , meant that
,i mpo r t a nt catalogue s , l i sts , ins truc tions , and so on , we r e often
written on unus ed end pages of book s . The lis t of schoo l boo ks
in this col l e ction i s wr itten on t he f ly - leaf of on e of t hem,
I sidore 's De Na tura r e r um, whi ch i n t he f i f teenth century
be longed to S t . Augustine 's , Canterbury ~ a nd i s no w in the
British Libr ary. (Co t t. Dom., I . f ., 55b) . The modes t book s
appea r t o ha ve bel on ge d t o a s choolmaster call e d Athestan, who
when he r etir ed or died l e ft them t o the mona s t e r y , rat her t han ,
as Savage claims, (S a vage, Ol d Engli sh Librar i es , p .40) , t o Ki ng
Athe lsta n . The list inc l uded grammars , an ari thmet ic book ,
histor i e s , as we l l as "The Apocalypse ll

• Tho mp s on a lso agrees
t hat the book s co ul d not have belon ge d to Ki ng Athelstan , but
were more likely, on t he evi dence o f the handwriting, to have
be longed t o a n e l e ve nt h cent ur y c leric , p r obably a t Canterbury .
Thompso n , The Medieval Lib rary , . pp . 121 -122 .

3. About t he year 1111. Leach; Schools of Medieval England , p.llO.
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The tenth c~ntury s choo lmaster ' s books , given to the l ibrary of St.
Augustine' s mon a stery, 'Can t er bury . This lis t was written on t he

, fly- leaf o f one of t he volumes, which is now i n the British Library
(Co t t . Dom, , I. F., 55b) .
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of a l l t he books of our chur ch" . l The s chool master wa s t o ,ha ve c a r e

of "the books in the cupboards . '. .by the al t a r " which had been made

specially t o s tow them. The se vo l umes were , in f r ont of the b rethren

o f the Chur ch , to be hande d over ' t o him a f ter t hey were l i s t ed in an

i nden t ur e , one copy o f which was to be placed in the Treasury a nd t he

o the r hande d t o t he s choo l maste r . ' I n addition t o ca r ing f or the

books , he was to supervi s e l e nding, maki ng "dil i gent inqui ry unde r

pai n 0 4 ~xcommunication whether a ny of the books , e i ther secular o r

theological , had bee n t ake n out by anyo ne , and i f the r e ha ve been , •. .

[ t o] orde r t hem in vi r t ue of their obedi e nce t o be retu r ned" .2 Th i s

means t hen t ha t Master Hugh i n Nor man London was performing t he same

j o int f unc t ion o f s chool mas te r and libr a r i a n as Al cuin ha d performed

a t Engl i s h Yor k f our hundr e d years before . Howe ver St atute s made a t

s t . Paul 's i n about 1250, near l y a ce nt ur y and a ha l f later , i ndicat e

that t he Chancel l or , who wa s r e sponsible fo r appoi nt ing the gramma r

school ma s t er, again had ch a r ge of the aumbr y in whi ch the school books

,o f t he church were kept. 3 During the fourte e nt h cent ury , two of t he

a lmoner s r e s ponsibl e f or l ooking afte r t he young boys who boa r ded in

t he cathedra l a lrronry i n order to re ceive i ns truc t i on in "grammar ll
I

t ha t i s , Latin language, a t the cathe dral schoo l , beque a thed l arge

colle ctions of books t o a s s i s t these boys i n thei r educati on . I n 1329

Wil l i am ~ulleshunt l eft a l l hi s grammar books f or t he i r use in ,s choo l ,

includi ng the wor k s, of pr i scian , I s idors, and Hugutio . He als o l eft

1. Arthur F . Leach. "St . Pa ul ' s Schoo l ';' , J our nal of Education ,
40 (J une 1909) , p . 503 , citing Mun . St . Pau l 's , Lib . A. f . xxvi i i .
See 'also Le ach, Educat ional Charte r s a nd'Documents , pp . 80-81 .

2 . I b i d . , pp . 80- 81 .

3 . Leach , Schools of Med i e va l Eng l a nd , p . 1GO.



72

books on logic, law, and medicine, which were to be available for

their use if they went on to university.I In 1358 William Ravenstone

bequeathed an even larger collection of books to the library avail-

able to these boys. This gift consisted of forty-three volumes of

grammar and poetry, both classical and medieval, including all the

major authorities like Priscian, Peter Helias, and Hugutio, often in

more than one copy.2

In the thirteenth century Bishop Grosseteste left either his

library or his writings to the Grey Friars at Oxford. It is possible

that U,is gift formed part of two collections of books existing in

the fifteenth century in the same friary, one the convent library,

open only to graduates, and the other the Schools library, for secular

clergymen and laymen living amongst the brethren for the sake of the

teaching they could get. In these collections there were many Hebrew

books, which had been bought at the time of the expulsion of the Jews

from England in 1290. 3

During the medievalperiod"libraries in monasteries, churches,

and cathedrals, contained books deemed necessary for grammatical study

in the schools, as well as other hooks, chiefly the Church Fathers,

which were regarded as proper literature for the priest or monk. The

variety of books which Alcuin listed for the library at York in the

eighth century, including as it did histories ancient and modern,

gr~mmars, works of theology, rhetoric, art, poetry, and oratory, was

1. Arthur F. Leach, "st. Paul's School Before Colet", 'Ar chaeo l ogi a ,
62,1(1910), pp.220-222.

2. Nicholas Orme, 'Engl i sh Schools ' i n the Middle Ages, (London, 1973),
p .125.

3. Savage, Old English 'Li b r a r i e s , ,pp.53-54.
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char ac teristi c o f 'wha t is known of me die val l i b r a r i e s generally . l

Such s chools and such librari es were chiefly for the, gl o ry o f God

and the incr ease q~ the clergy andre~igious ,but they supplied a

genera l educat ion fo r thepupils~ For their value in t e aching

"g r anunar" , and as models o f literary s t y l e , cla s sica l authors ,

e s pec i a l l y Virgil, Ovid, Cic ero , Horace , and Juvenal, were v iewed

1. Laistner , in a n attempt to r econstruct a l ibr ary of the ear l y
Middle Ages , ha s examined Be de ' s writings to deter mine' the
sources availabl e to him in his working library . He a dmi t s that
i t would be "un j ustifiab l e t o assume that a l l t he book s con­
s ul ted by Bede th r ou ghout a l ong l ife devote d to scho l arsh ip were
a ctually to be f ound in his day in t he librarie s o f Wearmouth and
Jarrow" whe re he worked . Book s we re occasionally copied, even in
pa r t , f or him in other places , and he bo r rowed books from o t her
cen t res f or co ns ul tation or copying . But it i s ,e vi de n t from his
writings that Be de di d have readi ly ava i l able , and us ed a ga i n a nd ,
again" some c l a s s ica l (Latin) work s, t heo l ogi cal t reatis e s,
Biblic al commentaries , grammat i c a l wo rk s , inc luding the g ramma r ­
ians o f t he l at e r Roman i mperi a l a ge, histori c al works, and
nat u r a l history t reat ises . .Laistner, liThe .Li b r a r y o f the'
Venerable Bede " , pp. 237- 266 . Other l ibrari e s , eve n s ma l l ones ,
show some t h i ng of this variety. For e xample , Abbot AElfword gave
to his abbey of Evesham, abo ut 10 35, many books on grammar a s
well as s acred books . Savage , Old Engl ish Li b r a ries, p .44 . The
t enth cent ur y co l lec t i on o f fourt e en s chool books given to St.
Augustine 's monas tery , cante r bur y , by At hes tan , shows the same
range of conten t , with grammars , an arithmet i c , Bibl ,ic al works.
Leach , Schools o f Medieval England , p .95 . This general impress ­
i on of t he medi eval l ibrary is confirmed by t he work of R.M.
Wi lson , whose a rt i c le liThe ' COn t e n t s o f the Medi e va l Libr a r y " , i n
Franci s Wormald and C.E. Wright (e ds) , The Engl i sh 'Li b r a ry Before
1700 , (London , 195 8) , pp . 85-ll l , i s ba sed on a de t a i l e d s t udy of
medieval library catalogue s . He f ound that most librarie s were
l ikely to poss e s s r eligi ous works i ncluding ps a l ter s , rule s ,
co pies o f the Bible , works of the Eastern and We stern 'Chur ch
Fathe r s , works o f t he Engl i shmen Bede , J ohn Of Cornwall , a nd John
of Salisbury , and l i ve s of saints; works on l ogi c, i ncl udi n g
Aristotl e ; beoks on ' canon l aw and ci vi l l aw; the cla~sics of
Gr ee ce and Rome ; works of Cicero ; historie s a nd natural history
a nc ient and medieval ; gr ammar i a ns ; some schoolbooks , a nd wor ks
l i ke Aesop 's Fab l e s , often us e d in school s ; man y librarie s would
have had adequa te col l e c t i ons too of s cience , a r i t hme t i c ,
geometry , mus ic , a stronomy , and medicine.
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a s supplementary o f ten to t he earl y La t i n Chri s t i an poets ,l as wel l

as to the g rammatical works . of "Dona t u s , Victo r inus , Macrobius , "a nd

Pr i s c i an, and were s t udi e d .by .rel igious and in schoo ls throughout the

Middle Ages . From time to time the us e of t he cla s s i c s .in schools ,

~nd their "presence in associat ed libr arie s, was condemne d , but with

no e f fect i ve resul t , s ince they were nee ded fo r teaching purposes ,

e vi l though thei r conten t may have · been consider ed by some . 2

The evi dence for l ibrarie s , pa r t i cul a r l y for s chool libraries,

which · has s ur vi ved f rom t he Middle Ages , i s in most cases fra gment ary.

This i s chie f ly a r e s ult o f the ge ne r a l de s t ruction o f book s and

records and the dispe r s al o f library col lect ions , a t t he t i me of t he

dissol ution of the monasteri e s, a nd the upheaval in ecclesiastical

ins t i t utions during the Reformation period. However the o l de s t

s chool l.i b r a ries havi ng a conti nuo us h i story t o the pre sent , the

Col l egiate l ibrarie s a t Et on and Winchester , date f rom t he late

Middl e Ages . These libraries we r e developed in the fi f t e enth cen tury

fo r t he use o f "the Fe l lows of t he Col leges·; . their COl l ectio ns , having

s urvived t he s ub s equent r el i gi ous upheavals in England largely inta ct,

were buil t up and e xtended i n l ater ce nturies.

Winchester Col lege was f ounded in 1382 by Wi l l iam of Wykeham,

Bi shop of Winchester from 1366 t o 1404 and twice Lo r d Chancellor under

Edward I I I a nd 19-.chard II. He was also the founde r o f New Col lege ,

1. For i nstance, Rede 's own knowl ed ge of the c l assical authors was
"slight" an d "mos tly acquired t.h.rouqh intermediate sources " , but
he had r e ad widely in t he Christian poets , particularly of the
fourth and fi f t h. cen t.uz -i.e s, Laistner, "The Librar Y of the
Venerable Bade", pp. 242- 243.

2. Savage , Old EllglishLibrarie s, p. 214.
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Oxford; his Winchester college and the Oxford college were

designed as complementary institutions to cover the years of s choo l

and university education . .· The original College conununity at

Winchester numbered 115.people, including a Warderi and ten Fe llows

who were to be the Governing Body and whose duties were to include

the advancement of learning and re~igion; two schoolmasters;

seventy scho l a r s , who were to enter around twelve years of ~ge, and

pass on in due course ·to Oxford; t hree Chaplains ; t hr ee Lay Clerks

and sixteen Quiristers who were to form the choir . In addition to

these f oundationers, ten others , the forerunners of the present

commoners, were allowed to share at their own expense the education

provided. The e xampl e of William of Wykeham was f ol l owe d elsewhe r e

by other founders , including Henry Chichele , Archbishop of Canter-

b ur y , who founded the College school at Higham Ferrers in Northamp-

tonshire i n 1422 and the College of Al l Souls at Oxford in 1438 , 1

and especially by Henry VI with his double foundation of Eton and

King ' s College , Cambridge.

The Warden and Fellows ' Li br a ry , which has a continuous history

from t he fOlli~dation of Wi nche s t e r Col lege , was intended for the use

of the then r e s i den t Fel lows and Chaplains. William of Wykeham was

the firs t bene fact.o r ; giving a life of Thomas Becket by William oJ;

Canterbury , and a copy of Higden'SPOlychronicon;2 he also

encouraged others to make donations. The first catalogue Of the

library was produced about 1432 by Robert He ete , a Fellow of the

1. Leach ,SchoolsofMedieval ·En gl and , p.253.

2. Paul Yeats-Edwards , "Portrait of a Colle ge Lib r a ry : A Brief
History of the Warden and Fellows' Library of Winchester
College" , Antiquarian ·Book ·Mont h l y Peview , 3(1976), p . 172 .
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College from 1421/2 to 14 32/ 3 , and entered by h iro into the College 's

- -Li be r -Al bus . 1 This records around 230 items , almost a l l of them

individually valued; it a lso shows that there were forty-three

~onors, a reflection of the founder's activity in s o l i ci t i n g gifts~

The -Libe r -Al bus gives -a comparativel y elaborate cla ssification of the

book s, with eighteen classes used. It is probable , however, that

this did not r epres ent a shelf arrangement, since the classifications

us ed in inventory lists prepared in 1405 -and 1421 are much simPler ,

while no classifi ca tion at a l l is used i n an inventory in 1432, which

lists t he books i n a di fferent or de r from t hat of the ea r l i e r l ists .

Though the founde r made provisi on f or a l i b r a r y r oom in the

origina l plan f o r the building o f New College , he did not at Win-

che s t er . From 140 9 t o l4il a makeshift libr ary was furnished and

de co r ated , probably i n the Audit Room in the Excheque r Tower, 2 to

cater for the ne eds of the Fellows . This r oom had some lighting , and

J._. -
Audit Room, whi ch f ormed
the Library 1412-1446 .
(After Wal t e r Oakeshott,
"Winchester Col lege Library
Before 1750" , The Librar y ,
f i fth s eri e s , 9 (19 54 ) , p . 7 ,
plate IV(b » .

1 . Winches t e r Col lege , Liber Al bus , College Muniment , Che s t 1 , No. 48 ,
fo U os 31 to 36-. Thi_s was a lso publ ished in the Archae logical
J ournal, 15(1858L pp .59-74 , by W.H. Gunner. ,Four other e arly
f ifteenth_centu r Y libra ry inventorie s exi s t in the Col lege ar ch ­
i ve s dated 1405 , 1421 ,1431 , and 14 32. Accor di ng t o Walter
Oakeshot t in an a r t icl e "Winchester College Li b:r:a r y Before 1750"
i n The Libra ry , fifth_series , 9 (1954 ) , p . 2 , Heete 's Ust in the
Li ber Albus_ follows the or der o f the 14 31 i nve n t o r y.

2. Walter Qake shott , "Winchester College Library Be;J;ore 1750" , The
Library, Iifth s eri_es , 9 (1954 ) , p. -7 . -
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there were some pre s s e s or de sks with chai ned books, so t ha t ,

al though not a l toqe t her suit able, it could be us ed as a r e ading

r oom. The i nve ntor y l i st of ·1432 , which has also s e rved as a

bo rrowers I book, i n i t s · preaInble ment ions "book s chained " and

"books not chai ne d " . In t he l atter · l ending sect i on of the library

there were t wenty-three book s , some of t hem noted as being i n c i s ta

·i n ·l i b r a r i a , a grea t iron~bound · chest i n the Audi t Room.

In 1446 the f i r st . r oom specia l l y designe d t o house a library

was built at Wi nches t e r . This was the upper room o f Fromond ' s

Chant r y , built in the Cl o isters o f the Col l ege by the e xe c utors of

John Fr omond, Steward o f the Col lege Manors , who di ed in 1420;

masses were ·t o be said i n i t fo r the r epose o f his soui and t he

soul s of hi s wife a nd fr i ends. However . though the upper .r oom was

intended fo r a library ; i t wa s no t a c tua l ly used as s uch until

r e cently, when it wa s r estored to hous e the collection of book s and

documents r ela t i n g to nhe hi story of the s chool.! The plan fo r this

l i b rary reflect s the mid-fifte enth century development of chant r y

l i br aries, i n whi ch the chantry p r i es t bot h sai d ma SSe s and opene.d

t he l ibrary a t cert ain ho urs . This f orm o f libr ary occurs o ften

enough in s u rvi vi n g library fOtmda t i o n deeds to suggest that i t was

a common f orm. In Bishop Carpenter 's foundat ion at Worcester , for

instance , in 1464, books were to be kept chai ned in the chape l and

made access ible f or f our hours daily; i n addi t ion, a public l e cture

was t o be delivered once a week..2 I t i s possi ble that chai ned book s

may have been .move d into the l ower s e ct i on of Fromond's Chantry, the

Chapel , f rom 1446, as we l l as i n t o the College Chape l after t hat da t e.

1. Wi ncheste r Colle ge, ·Wi nches t e r ·Col l e ge ; A Gui de, (Winchester ,
19 77), pp .8-9.

2 . J .W . Cl a r k , The ·Ca r e o f Books , (Cambridge, 1901), pp . 12 1 - 123 .
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Certainly at the Reformation the whole library was transferred to

the Chantry Chapel when masses ceased to be said there. At some date

before 1609 the Chantry Chapel was set up as a reading room with four

sets of shelves with seats on each side a t right angles to the walls.l

- --- - - -

, I I

1

I

-

Winchester COllege: Plan of
the Chantry in 1669 showing
shelves and seats.
From: Oakeshotrt , IIWi nche st e r
College Library Before 1750" ,
plate IV (d) .

At Eto~ too, the founder, Henry VI, wanted to have a good

library. Chapter 44 of the Statutes of the COllege, drawn up after

the Charter of Foundation in 1440 and before the formal opening in

Decembe r 144 3 , indicated that the founder intended that there should

be a COmmon Library (libraria communis ), in which the bOoks were to

be chained . But in addi~iQn there was to be a separate collection of

books which could be distributed, a common arrangement in College

.libraries of the time and, as we have seen , an arrangement adopted at

Winchester in the same period. Each borrower entered books taken out

i n small indentures · (indenturas ·pa r va s ) ' . giving the first words of

the second folio, to be kept by the Provost or Vice-Provost. Sir

Robert Birley, however, in his Hi s t o r y of Eton ·College Libr a r y2 said

1. Oakeshott, "Winchester COllege Library Before 1750", p . 7 ;
inventory list of 1609 in the COl lege r e cords .

2. (Eton, 1970), p.3 .
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t hat he co u l d f i nd no evidence t hat t h is dis t i nc t i on was actua l ly

c arried o ut i n practice at Eton ~

The . me thods o f housing these ea r ly libraries a t Winchester and

Eton illustrate widesp r ead developments i n this f ield .during the

Middle Age s . As well as referring to a collection of books stored

i n a variet y of ways , including che s ts , aumbr ys , and on shel ves and

desks , t he t erm "li brary" c arne to mean a lso the room in which the

book s were hous ed. The need t o keep c l os e check on val uable vo l umes ,

and the relat e d pract i ce of chai ning books which developed in re-

spons e t o t his need , l e d t o t he us e o f t he same r oom fo r storage and

r eading. Rel iabl e detai l s of library r ooms in t he Mi dd le Ages a re

e ven more s p arse than f or col l e c t iQns of bo oks . However it is c lear

t ha t by the e nd of the thirteenth century books had co me to be

de al t with i n f our mai n ways in the communal l i f e of mon a s teries.

There was t he l e ctern or desk to which one or more books were

cha i ned ; there were almeries and chests in which books cou l d be

l ocke d up; there was the r ow of ca r r els, lat er developed as part o f

the str uct ur e o f the clois t er at Gloucester Cathedral around 1400,

in whi ch books taken from adj acent a l meries , could be r ead in a goo d

light in a semi -public p l ace under some s upe r vi s i on ; and there was

also, in a few monasteri es , a r oom set apa r t for books , though not

nece s s arily adapted t o o r used . fo r r eading them. 1

1 . Burnett Hi llman St r eete r , ·The Chained ·Libr ary , '-London , 1931),
pp . 5 -6 . The provis ions variously made for storing and using
books i n monasteries a re a lso di scusse d by .Francis Wormal d , "The
Mona s t i c Li brary" , · i n Wormal d and Wrigh t , The ·Engl i s h .Library
Before 1700 , pp . 17-20 . This a r t i cle quotes t he Rites o f Dur ham
and the Cus t oms of St . Augustine 's , Cante r bury , to illustrate
the 'use of a lmeries a nd carre ls , and prov ision made for super­
vision o f readers .
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It cannot be assumed that provision for r eading s p a ce evolved

according to a pattern which could b e app l i e d to a l l librarie s.

However the u s e of the library as a store room ,i s an older form.

The Norman Library ,a t St. Swithun's Priory, in us e about 1100, a

long n arroW r oom with a r ch e d book cupboards, i s an example of this

t ype . Th e j oint u s e of the libr ary as a s tore and reading r oom a t

The Norman Library, St.
Swi thun ' s Pr i o ry . The window
plan shown i s not ear l i e r than
1500: nothing i s known o f the
ear l i e r wi ndows on t h i s s i de
of the r oom. (After Oakeshott,
"Winchester Col lege Libr ary
Be f ore 1750", p l a te IV(a».

~inche ster in 1410 s hows a development o f function. And by 1446 the

r e adin g );Oom was a common form of library . Oakesh ot t sugges ts l t hat

t.h e -lar ch i t e ct o f the room above Fromond' s Chant ry which was planned

as a libra ry f or Winchest e r in 1 446 intended t hat it be a readin g

room with s i x p resses to b e b u i l t out into the r oom a t r igh t angle s

to the wal ls , three down e ach s i de b etwe e n the wi n dows. He also

1. Oake shott , "Winche s t er College Li brary Before 1750", p. 9.
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s ugges t s that the idea may have come to Winche ster from cante r b ury ,

where Ar chbishop Chicele' s l ibr a ry had been built a few years

before. It is also certain though that the idea of the library a s

,Wi nche s t e r COllege, t he room
above Fromond ' s Chantry . Plan
o f the she l vi ng as presumed
p lanne d i n 1446. -(Af t e r
Oake s hott , '~inchester Col lege
Lib rary Be f ore 1750", plate
IV{ c » .

s i mpl y a place where b ooks a re stored wa s one which was not compl e te-

l y abandoned; s uch librari e s were created in s chools for cent ur i es

aft er thi s 14 46 at t empt t o p l an a lib r a ry as a r eading r oom.

In the s ixteen th and ear ly s e ventee nth centur i es t he re was a

change in the t ype o f e ducationa l instit ution bei ng founded or main-

tained, and a change i n the purpos es and emphas i s of education. l This

was e special ly evi dent i n the r e-foundation, r e-endowment, a nd enlarge-

ment of ol d schOOl S , and t he establ ishment , e ndowment , and e r e ct i on of

1. J ohn Lawson and Harold Silve r;A ·Social Hi s t o r y ·of Education i n
·En gl and , (London, 1973), p .93 .
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new coll ege s and school s , particularly. grammar schools , 1 so t ha t by

the end o f Queen Elizabeth 0 s .reign (1 60 3)" i t was reported that t here

was ~ grammar school sufficiently endowed to provide f o r a master

and an usher i n almost every corporate town i n her kingdom. It

shoul d be noted though that the grammar schools were an old inst itu-

tion in England, ha vi ng a pre -Reformation ecclesiastical origin i n

the chantry schools of the fourte e nth, fifteenth , and sixteenth

ce n t ur i es , and i n lay or secula~ grammar schools at~ached to monas -

t eries and taught by secul a r c l ergy or o ccas i onal l y by l a y teachers .

In the sixteenth and sev e nteen t h centuries grammar s cho o l s were mos t

o f t e n founded by the benefactions of rich citizens , often by London

merchants, 2 or by churchmen , bo th'of whom , in earlier time s, might

have l e f t the i r we al t h t o the Church . 3 Such schools were often

furthe r endowed , or r efounded, by Tudor mona rchs , with many refound-

a t i ons pa r ticul a r ly being credited to Henry VI , as the Roya l Grammar

School at Guildford was . 4 The se s ch oo l s came into being under the

the inf l uence of the Renaissance , and of what was referred to as t he ·

1 . Leach , Schools o f Me di e val England , p .235 . Leach's work is
genera lly r e ga r de d as greatly exaggerat ing the institutionalised
provision o f education in the Midd l e Ages , and in parti cular it
is claimed that he "is much i mpress ed by the antiquity of t he
i mme mo r i a l grammar school tradition in England ... Il

; s ee W.E.
Tat e , A. F. Lea ch· as ·a Historian of Yorkshire Educ a t ion , (York,
1963 ) , p .6 . Never theles s he does d raw attent i on to the an t i q u i t y
of many f oundations which ha d previously pas s ed unrecogn i sed as ·
p re -Reformation schoo l s . ThOugh he is a lso aware o f Leach 's
weakne s s es as a historia.n, Nicholas Onne says o f his work: "He
created the mode rn study o f the subject [o f s choo l history] and
his writings remain i ndi sve ns able f or i t s pursuit" . Nichol<ls
ormo , Englis h ·Schoo l s ·i n t he Middl e ·AgeS , (London, 19 73), pp .4 - 5 .

2 . Foster Watson , ·The Ol d Grammar Schoo ls , (London, 1916), pA6 .

3. Lawson and Silver , A Social History of Education in ·England ,
p.103 .

4. D.M. Sturley ; The Royal Gr ammar School, Guildford: A Brief
·Hi s t or y , (Guildf or d, 1970), p . 4 .
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New Learning; they aimed to provide a thorough grounding in Latinl

and at least an introduction to Greek so that sons of the local

gentry and townspeople could gain entry to the inns of court and the

universities and thereby to the professions. 2 There is evidence of

library development in grammar schools in the sixteenth century, with

book collections being provided sometimes for the 'mas t e r , sometimes

for the pupils, and sometimes for the use of educated members of the

local community.

While it is certain that there was a library in the Royal

Grammar School at Gui1dford from 1573, t.he re is some evidence that a

library was provided in the school even before this date . The school

had been founded through the will of Robert Beckingham, a Freeman of

the City of London and a member of the Grocers' Company, apparently

unconnected with Cui1dford except through his friendship with Thomas

Polstead, of Stoke parish, whom he made one of his executors. His

Will having been proved. in 1509, a free grammar school was opened in

1512 with "a sufficient schoolmaster" provided for by rents on the

properties he 1eft. 3 The first information we have about a book

collection in tlle school comes from the year 1575, when John Parkhurst,

Bishop of Norwich, died. He had been educated at Gui1dford Grammar

School, and by his Will, dated 1573, he gave "to the Lybrarie of the

same Towne joyning to the Schole the most parte oJ; all my Latten

bookes whereoJ; sha]be made a catalogue as shorte1ie as I maye God

1. Orme, English Schools in the Middle Ages, p.70.

2. Lawson and Silver, A 'Soc i a l 'History Of Education ' i n England,
pp. 92-93.

3. Stur1ey, 'The Royal 'Gr a mma r School, Gui1dford, p.4 .
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sendinge me lief": 1 Parkhurst as a young man went from the Grammar

School to Merton College, OXford, where he took his M,A. in 1533.

When Mary succeeded to the throne he exiled himself to Zurich, where

he began to build up the. Latin Library which is now at the school.

On his return to England, former colleagues in zurich continued to

send him books, most of them bearing the imprints of printers in

Zurich, Basle, Geneva, and the surrounding area . The greater part

. o f the collection now remaining is made up of the Fathers and the

Biblical commentaries of the Reformers, excluding Luther. It was

for such loyalty to the Protestant cause that when he returned to

England after the succession of Elizabeth, he was made Bishop of

Norwich . 2 After a prolonged legal dispute with his successor as

bishop, the books, or rather some of them, reached the school where

tney were housed in the newly finished gallery which George Austen

says he "conuerted to a library wherein all the bookes •.. geven by •..

John Parkhurst ... and diuers other bookes geven sithens by others

hereafter mencioned are nowe remayninge J1. 3

R.A. Christophers in the "Historical Introduction" to his

Chained Library of the Royal Grammar· School, Guildford, Catalogue, 4

suggests that there may have been SOme library provision in the

1. G.C. Williamson, . The Royal Grammar School of Guildford, 1509, a
record and review, (Lqndon, 1929), p.97 .

2. R.A. Christophers, "Unfamiliar Libraries XVIII: The Chained
Library of the Royal Grammar School, Guildford", The ·Book
Collector, 22(1973), p.20.

3. Austen papers, Guildford Muniment Room, BR/OC/7!1, p.49. See
also Malcolm Seaborne, The English School: Its Architecture and
Organization 1370-1870, (London, 1971), p.19. The plan of the
school on the next page shows this library.

4. Gwendo1en Woodward and R.A. Christophers, Chained Library of the
Royal Grammar School, Gui1dford, Catalogue, (Gui1dford, 1972),
p.2.
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TIlE roYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL, GUI L DFORD, 1557-15 86

SChool Room
1557

Main Entrance
High Street

Ground Floor Plan

Great Chamber
1557

Library
1571-86

First Floor Plan

o 5 10

n.IUl---J
metres

Master's
House
1569-86

The ground and first floor p lans o f the origi na l buildin g, the front
of which is shown in the illustration which follows. The first floor
library shown is t he ga l l e r y convert ed by Geor ge Aus t en to house the
books given by Pa r khur s t and othe rs .
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s choo l even ,be f or e this col lection was given 'in 1573, s i nce the

wording o f Parkhurs t' s \~ill, :' I >gyve to the Lybrari e of the same

Towne joyning to the Schole . .. .. aeems to i mply the existence of a

lib r a r y. This would appear to have been a l ibrary a ttached t o ,the

school a nd servi ng the t own. Chr istophe rs specul a tes that this could

have bee n t he r e mains of the l i brary of the Dominican Friary of

Guildford , the s urvivi ng Pooks of which were cat a l ogued by Nei l Ke r

in his Medieval Li brari e s o f Great 'Br i t a i n . ! However mos t of the

Friary 's lib r ary would ha ve consisted o f manuscrip t s , wherea s the

schoo l l i b r ary today i s a l most exclusivel y o f printed books ; there '

i s a lso no i ndication on t he books themselves that they ever belonged

to the Friary .

Austen in the l a t e s i x t een t h cent ur y made the earliest known

l i st of t he books ,i n the Gui l d fo r d Grammar School library , sevent y -

three in number. 2 He a lso proce s s ed t he co l l ect ion , which t oday forms

a ,l a r ge proport i on of t he book s s til l chai ned . I t i s probable t hough

t hat a l l of the books acqui red in t he s ixteent h century , be ing large

fo l i os', were cha i ned a t f i rst . Books , chiefl y foli os , continued to

be chained a t Gui l d ford i nt o t he seventeent h cent ury , possi b l y to

dis t inguish thos e books which coul d be bo r rowed from t hose whi ch could

not; possibly becaus e t he school 's rulers woul d have had l i t t l e

knowledge o f current practice in othe r and newe r libraries . 3

1. Neil R. Ker, Medieval Librar ies 'o f Great Br i tai n , (London , 1963) .

2 . Repr i nted as Appendix 0 to Wood'Nard and Chr istophers , The Chained
Library of t he Royal Grammar 'Schoo l , pp . 78 - 79 .

3 ~ The bookcases shown in the photograph o f the librarY in the l ate
1960s we r e built i n the ' ni ne teent h century . The y were probably
ve r y s i mi lar to the mid- s eve n t ee nth cent ury case s built from eight
oaks given by Arthur Onslow in 1650 .
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Above : The Royal Grammar School , Gu i l dford, in about 1 750. This
bui ld i ng in the Hi gh Street is s till u s e d by the s~hoo l, and the
chained librar y is hou s e d i n the r oom over the central door .
Be Low r Th e c ha ined library i n the late 19605 , sub s t a n t i a ll y as
it is today . (Pho t o g r a ph s from t he Royal Gramma r School, Gui. Ld fo r c .
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The libr a ry a t Shrewsbury School also dates back t o the end of

t he s ixteenth centur y . It owes "its existence to a p r ovision in the

Schoo l Or dinances of 157 8, "drawn up under the Queen 's authori t y by

Thomas Ash t on, ass umed to be the "first Headmas t er, which gave high

priority to t he establishment of a -l ibra ry i n t he s chool. After

house s for the masters had been provi ded , the Ordinances speci f ied

that t he re should be built "a librarye and gallerye f or t he sayd

s chol e , f urnished with a l l manner of book es, mappes, spheres ,

I nst r umentes of Astronomye, and a l l ot her Thinges appartayni nge to

l e a rninge, which maye be e ithe r given t o the s c ho l e or "p r oc ur ed wi t h

t he scho l e moneye " . 1 I n 1587 the Bai l iffs of Shrewsbury asked per-

mis s i on o f St . John ' s Col lege , cambr i dge , as t hey were r equired to

do by the Ordinances , to use the money in the schoo l chest fo r

car r ying out t his p rovision , though the actual building was not

begun until 1595 . It wa s finished i n t he f ollowing year , and pro-

vided space f or reading as well as s t o r age space for t he collection.

~he fi rst r ecorded gift t o t he l i bra r y, "Mullinax, his t e r r e s tiall

globe, in a " fran~ with a s tandinge bas e co vered with greenish

buckrome", wa s made in 1596 when the libr ary "opened. 2 Other

It spher es II we re added l a t er, as we l l as some maps , a r eminder that

even as early as thi s a l i b rary wa s not seen as pure l y a r epository

J.. Quoted f r om the Qrdinance s in the Schoo l by J.B. Ol dham,
"Shrewsbury School -Li b.l;<J.r y " , The Library; fifth series , 14(1959),
p.8l.

2. Shrews b ury School Lib.l;ary Be nefac t or s' Book, }~, from 1596.
Though this list goes "back t o 1596, i t was not wr itten up until
163"4, a l l these p revious hene fact ions being written i n t he beauti­
ful hand of one cle rk, f rom a collection o f s ki ns o f var i ous
sizes on whi ch early r ecords were kept. Maintained by
subs equent headmasters , i t include s a pressmar ked lis t of
books and other dona t i ons each yea r , p r e ce de d by an alphabetical
list o f t he donor s .
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Shrewsbury School Library Benefactors' Book , which records donations from
1596. This shows the f i r s t page, with instructions to the per son making
the entries, a nd the first don at i on , "Anno Domini 1596, Thomas Lawson,
bachelaur in divinity and pub l ic preacher of the towne of Shrewsbury, his
qi fte, Mul l i na x his terre stial l globe in a frame wi t h a standinqe base
covered wi th gr eeni sh buckr orne ."
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The first page of the 1613 catalo u
(Shrewsbury Borough Library, deedgN~.~i3i~)~wsbury School Library.
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for books , but for all "i mple ment s of l ea r ni n ge". However no

"instrumente of astronomye " appears to have -been provided un-til 1740,

when the writing master gave the strange combined gift of "a fire­

engine and a tellescope wCh are placed in the Galery" .1 The first

known catalogue of the library dates from 1613,2 indicating that

attempts to organise t he co l lection and to classify it so that

material could be located. easily, were made in the very early years

of the l i b r a r y' s existence . So not only was the building of a

library given high priority by the founders of the school; there

was a lso an early emphasis on the management of the collection to

faci litate its use . This 1613 catalogue was written in a parchment

book, which also contained a later 1636 catalogue , and some Latin

exercises in the back. The catalogue is arranged in five broad

classes : IlLibri theologici " with around ninety-five entries; II Li bri

juris" with ten entries; "Li.b r.i, med .i.ci " with two entries; "Li.bz'L

philogici " with approximately seventy-eight entries; and "Libri

mathematici " with t'venty entries; giving a total of approximately

205 works . 3 By 1634, when the library 's Benefactors' Book was

wr itten up, there appear t o have been 704 books in t he library,

including thirty-seven manuscripts - a very s ub s t a nt i a l collection.

~n1ile many volumes were donated, the school also allocated sums of

1. Shrewsbury School Library Benefactors ' Book.

2. Shrewsbury Borough. Library deed No.11385.

3. J .B. Oldham, "Shrewsbury School Li b r a ry : lts Earlier History and
Organisation" , The Library , fourth series, 16(1935) , pp .49..:50.
Oldham , a former librarian of Shrewsbury, indicates that a t the
time he wrote the article the library was "fortunate enough to
possess five catalogues of its contents made in the seventeenth
century , and two in t he eighteenth". The 1613 catalogue was dis­
covered after he wrote t h i s, with the papers of a former head­
master , by the present libr a r i a n , Mr. James Lawson , in 1964.
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money to be spent on library hooks , including t he very l a r ge sum of

/.100 in 16 16 . 1 The library, like t hat a t Guildford, Has chained ,2

minutely detailed instructions f or cata loguing , chaining , and press-

marking t he books being, given on t he page at t he beginning o f the

Benefactors ' Book.

I t i s probable that t his l i b r a r y, a ga i n l i ke tha t a t Gui ldford ,

Has intended at l east partly fo r the us e of t he townspeop le . I t Has

de scribed on the f ly- leaf o f a book in the col l ection a s "t he l i b r a r y

in Shrews bury " in 170 8 , with no me ntion o f the wo r' d "s chool ". 3 And

the p r es entation inscription of ano t he r vo lume refers to "The Pub lic

Library of Shrewsbury Schoo l s " . 4 Earlier , in the s e venteenth century,

t he simple name "Bi b l i o t e c a Salopiensis" was apparen-tly used to

de scr i be the l i b r a r y . S These woul d a ll seem t o indic ate a wi de r us e

t han j us t by the schoo l communi ty . Th i s provision f or wider us e

co uld be r elated to t he f act that t he school , t hough p l aced under the

s uper vision of ,St . John 's Col l e ge by the founders , was owned and con-

trolled b y t he' people of the t own under the Bai li ffs . 6 ce r t ainly by

1. The s hre wsb ury School a ccounts at t his time show that in the
period 1606-1634 , the average price o f volumes bought was almost

21. 01dham , , "Sh rews bur y School Library " , p. 83 . '

2. The library was unchained and made into a borrowin g l i b r a r y in
l a t e 1736 . New books received afte r about 1688 had not been
chained . Sh r ewsbury School Library BorroHers ' Book, MS . begun
January 17 36 . Ol dh am, ",Shre wsbury School Library" , p. 86 , r ef\lrs
to the "de c ha i ni ng" as "e v i de ntly part of t he reo.rganization ... in
1736" when a new catalogue was made and the borrowing re gister
begun.

3. Volume CVI 18 in the col l e ct i on . Notes in t he Library at Shrews ­
bury Schoo l by a f ormer libr a r i an, Stacy COlman.

4 . Vo lume Al II 14 in the col l ectio n .

S . Pa ul Kaufman, "The Loan Records of Shrewsbury Schoo l Li b r a ry",
The 'Li b r a r y , 22(19,67 ) , p.2S 2" cite s St acy Co l ma n for this
i nformation .

6. Oldham, "Shrewsbury School Li bra ry", p .82.
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1736 when the library had been unchained and a borrowing register

started, citizens of the town of Shrewsbury, and visitors, were

making considerable use of the library.l

Shrewsbury and Guildford were by no meanS the only schools

maintaining and developing libraries in the sixteenth century. By

the will of Nicholas Thorne, who died in 1546, Bristol Grammar School

received his books, with i30 sterling, to "make a library". From its

very beginnings this library, like that at Shrewsbury, included

material other than books, since he also left to it his "astrolabia",

his "poticary, ·wi th cartes and mappis 11, and his instruments "belong-

. ing to the science of astronomy or cosmografia". 2 Though we have no

evidence of the way in which this library was organised or used, it

is probable that it too was used by some townspeople in addition to

members of the school. 3 st. Alban's School had a library before 1587,

since "a note of those books as are geven to the librarie in the tyme

of Thomas Wolley and Thomas Rocket governors of the free gramer

schoLe"; bears that date. 4 The list of books for 1597-1598 indicates

that the books of the library were kept in "a great standing deske

1. Shrewsbury ·Schoo l Library Borrowers' Book, MS, 1736. See also
Kaufman, "The Loan Records of Shrewsbury School Library", pp.252­
256, for a discussion of this Borrowers' Book.

2. C.P. Hill; The ·Hi s.t or y ·o f Bristol Grannnar School, (London, 1951),
p.14.

3. "A Catalogue of the Books. belonging to t.he G.ra,mrnar School in the
Bartholo·mew.s, taken September ·23id, 1725 ••. " Reprinted in Walter
Adam Sampson, A History of the Bristol ·Gr amma r School, (Bristol,
1912), pp.108-112.

4. St. Alban's School, Catalogue of the Old Library of St. Alban's
School, Xerox. In the Bodleian Library, 2590c St. Albans 1;1.
Bound in this volume is a 1966 insurance valuation of the library,
and eight lis.ts of books., variously dated from 1587-1589 to 1754.
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wi th Curtins, chaynes of brasse and claspes with an houre glasse • • •"t

the other furniture of the "library included a IIdeske" I a "stocle" I a

table, and a "forme" I wh i ch would have provided some cornfort for

readers. Other school libraries established in the sixteenth century

included that of King Edward VI School, Bury St. Edmunds in 1552 or

1560,1 and that of Rivington Grammar School in 1571. 2 What these

libraries had in common'was that they were, with the exception of

Shrewsbury, whose foundation Ordinances made provision for a library,

the gift of wealthy citizens associated with those towns in some way,

men who in pre-Reformation days would have supported chantries and

chantry schools with their wealth. The Shrewsbury library too was

gradually built up through the donations of such men. The libraries,

like those in the Middle, Ages, consisted chiefly of works on theology,

the classics, and the standard reference tools for the study of

"granuTlarlt. 'rhis is understandable in view of the fact that a

knowledge of the classics in this era of the "New Learning" was still

the basis of all learning and the key to entry to the professions.

And in the Reformation and post-Reformation age of theological debate

and dispute and of lay participation in theological enquiry, the

emphasis on theology was also understandable, though it was included

in the school libraries of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries for

reasons different to those which' governed the development of monastery

library collections of theology in the Middle Ages. In addition,

theological works st.Ll.L fo rmed the basis oJ; much reading in the

schools, and many of the schoolmasters, who would have inJ;luenced the

1. A.T. Bartholomew and Cosmo Gordon; The 'Li b r a r y at 'Ki ng Edward VI
School, Bury St. Edmunds, (London,19l0).

2. Richard Copley Christie, The Old Church and school Libraries 'o f
Lancashire, (Manchester ,lBB5), p.lB9.
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selection o f books , were c lergymen . Though the o r ganisation and the

catal ogues of the grarrmar school l i braries varied considerabl y , they

were usually at least partly chained , and provided some r eading

accommodation for us e r s •. Most o f these l ibraries appea r t o have

been i nt ended for the mas ter of the schoo l , and for the use of some

of the pup i l s ; they a l so appear t o have admitted as users the

educated merrbers o f the l oc al commun i t y .

n le first known survey wh i ch l ooked at schoo l libraries

throughout England was conducted as ea r l y as the 1670s by Christopher

Wase , and the documents gene r a t e d by it provide considerabl e inf orma-

t ion about librarie s an d e duca t i on in t he seco nd half of the seven -

t e enth century . Inf ormati on abou t schoo l libraries before t his time

comes from a variety of di fferent s ou r ce s , including foundation

deeds , wills , l etters , catalogues , wh i ch often r efer to l ibra ries

only i ncidentally , and whi ch date from different periods . But here

in this s urvey , f or the firs t time, we have a ma s s of information ,

gathe r ed within four years , wi t h one p ur pose , and by th~ same person ,

a nd s o that ·t he r e i s the possibi lity o f get t i ng a r eliable ove ral l

vi ew of .school librarie s i n the 1670s . ·The r e is a s ense in which

t his s ur vey marks t he be ginning o f the modern period o f s choo l

library deve lopment , wi t h. l ibraries bein g treate d systematical l y as

an accep t ed par t o f ·a school wi t h. an accepted p lace in t he process

o f educa tion . This i s borne out by t he appearance , c lose to· this

da t e , as wel l as in t he s urvey itsel f, of systematic advice on

l i b r ary management and orga nisa tion.l

1 . The survey do cument s a r e pr eserved in the l i brar y of Cor pus
Chr isti College , Oxford, a nd a re made available t o researcher s
t h rough the Bodleian Library: . Bodleian Library , MS .CCC. Oxon . ,
390/1 to 390/4 .•
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Wa s e, Bede l l o f Civil Law at Oxfo r d Universit y, began collect-

ing data i n 167 3 wi th the a im of ,p ub l i sh i n g a detailed gu i de t o

c lassical schools . In t his Was e had a pol i tical ~Dtive. Dur i ng the

years of Par l i amenta ry power and the Commonweal th t he gove r nmen t had

been s ympat het i c to the, gramma r s chools , though not unnaturally

teachers who were s t r on gl y and publ icly r oya l i s t ran some r isk of

losing t heir jobs. l with the Restora tion , the 'gr amma r schoo l s f ell

under some initial suspicion s i nce the y h ad nurtured t he late

r evolut i ona ries, i nc l uding Hampden and Cromwel l , so t hat it was

feared in the schools that the gove rnment might move t o s uppr ess

them. Was e , a convi nced r oyalis t who had been he admas t er firs t o f

Dedh am and t hen o f Tonbridge Schoo l before IOOvi ng t o Oxford , and who

had written several works used in s chools , including an. English-Latin

and Latin-English dictionary ill 1675 and translations of and notes on

classical wor ks , t ook up t he cause o f the schools . Hi s purpose in

beginning hi s r e s earch was t o demonstrate that the grammar schools

wer e p laying a r ole i ndis pens able t o t he wel f a r e of the country.

But by the t ime his s urvey wa s pro ducing r e sults t he danger had

receded , as had the ne~d for an apologia for the grammar school s . In

1678 he publ ished an uncontroversial book Cons i de ra t ions Concerning

Free-Sch ools, as sett led in England,2 whi ch was partly based on

material he collect ed during the s ur vey .3 The papers which he collect-

ed a nd trom whi ch h e compiled this smal l book still sur vive at Corpus

1 . This r isk could not have been too gr e a t , however , because Busby ,
headmaste r Of westminster : School tram 164 0 to 1695 , and others
like him who made no secret o f their v i ews, remained in office .

2 . "Printed a t the Theater in Oxf'oxd , and a r e t o be had there .. •And
in London a t Mr. Simon Mil ler 's at the signe o f the Star near the
West end of S. Pauls Church . Anno 167 8" .

3 . Ce cil A. Stott , "Schools and School Libraries over Two Centuries:
1 " , The School 'Li b r a r i a n , 19 (1971 ) , p.18 .
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Christi College, Oxford. 1 Wase's survey is important in the

his t ory of school libraries b ecause the last of his seven

questions dire c ted to the .schools concern~ng the ~ounderf the

"endowment, the masters who had held office, the, governors and

visitors , asked s i mpl y "what libraries in them and what; NBS"?

Much of the correspondence in the Wa se Colle ction i s related to

' hi s attemp t first o f all to identify and l o cate the gramma r s cho ols

so that a copy of his questions could be sent t o e a ch . To this end

he wrote to dio ce san office s, local councils, clergymen, to f ind out

whether any schools were known to them. He wrote t o Gui l ds and City

Compani e s who might h ave s uppo r ted or be en trustees of schools . Nld

he wrote to universitie s and college s which accepted e xh i b iti one r s

from the grammar s choo l s . He followed up information gi ven in let te r s

from f r iends and f amily, including brothers and cousins . And he had

them, and travelling friends and students, check Lnfo zmat.Lon when

they visited dis t ant towns, and particularly when they visited a rea s

wher e he -nad no con tacts . He received-de scriptions of more than

s e ven hundred schools2 in the course of his four ye ars investigation,

Wase sent his shor t que stionnaire to the s choo lmasters of the

grammar school s he could locate, and o f ten wrote to others to check

the in f ormation given by masters: t o ministers, bishop s, London

Guilds and City Companie s, and to the universities and colle ges. lie

1. Bodleian Libr ary , MS. CCC . oxon , 390/1 to 390/4. Though the
papers are at; Cor pus Christi, they are made avad.LabLe to r esear ch­
e rs through t he Bodleian I,ibrary"

2 , D.K. Shearing, "Aspects 'o f Seven t een t h cenc ur y Gr anunar School
Librarianshi p", The School Librarian, 23 (19 75) , p.305 , j>.J.
Wal l is , in h i s r eview of t he documents in the Was e Col lect ion ,
"The Was e School Collection", The Bodleian Lib.a r y Record,
4 (19521. pp . 84 , 86-104" gave ,the number of s chools a s 704 .
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The t itl e p age of Chr istopher Wase ' s COns iderations Con cerning Free­
School s , .• • , published in Oxfor d i n 167 8. (From a copy i n the British
Lib r a r y , 1031. d . 3). The "Theater in Oxford " is the Sheldonian.
Designed by Wren in the 1660s , it staged Uni ver s i t y ceremonies and
also housed the Universi t y Press in its at t i c s and 'galleries . The
rather curious circular wi ndows s ho wn i n the r oot were t o ~ight the
printers at work . The Press, was housed i n the Clarendon Building next
door about a century later, and t he attic windows disappeared in modi­
fications to the r oof made early i n the nineteenth century .
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wrote again and again when ,s chool ma s t e r s tailed to answer a l l ,h i s

que s t i ons . And he colle c t ed , copies ot school foundation deeds and

other documents . He used, in fact , remarkably modern re s e a r ch

t e chniques and col l ected a great deal of i n forma t i on in an age ,when

trave l was ditficult and s low , when ·the r e was no centralised po s t a l

system, and when schoolmasters, supervisi~g several c l asses in one

r oom for up to nine hours .a day , were badly overworked by our

s t andar ds , and so pre sumably with l i ttl e t ime fo r such co r r e sponde nce.

Wa s e 's investigations indicated that a schoo l l ibrary i n the

l a t e seve n t ee nt h century wa s becomi ng a not unusua l feature ; he says

t hat "in divers late Foundations a Room f o r Book s hath been annex 'd

to that of the School : e l s ewhere desks or Pres s e s . .• '", 1 Convinced

that "the great est benefit to Le a r ne rs aft e r the Maste r , i s a good

Li b r a r y", 2 he went on t o de s cribe an ide a l library , which would con-

sist no t "o f pr omis cuous Book s,,3 but of books r e lated t o the s t Udies

carried on in the schoo-L, t or use bo th by ,the master and by the

pupils . In r elating the contents o f a library so close ly to the

s chool 's curriculum, he wa s in accord wi t h the e ducat i ona l ideas o t

writers l i ke dlar1es Hoole, who in his ANew Dis covery of the Ol d Art

of Teaching Schoole , publ i shed i n 1660, only about t hi r teen years

before Wa se began his s ur vey , considered that a well-stocked library

was essen t i a l for t he provi sion ot a c las sical educat i qn , and s U9ge s t -

ed Wa yS in which t he pupils CQuld be encouraged to read widely in t he

proce s s . of acquir i .nq , II gramma r II • Wase justifies his comment that It a

1 . Chri s t opher Wase , 'Cons i de r a t i ons Con cerning 'Fr ee - Schoo l s ; 'a s
'se t t l e d i n England , (Oxf o rd , 1678), p . l 04 .

2 . ' I b i d . , p .97 .

3 . Ibid. , p.98 .
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library would e ve n a t the pre s ent be reputed a necessary membe r o f

a School-Hous e " , 1 for although a pup i l can be provided b y his parents

wi t h p r inted books "s uch a s a re cheap and por t ab l e f or his p r e sent

use as he 'proceeds i n Lea rni ng , ye t t he r e a re vol umi nous Authors ,

pi l lars of a Library , which would highly a dvance Study, yet a re not

the purchase of every one that i s mos t studious : and therefore best

able to us e them". 2

h~i le it is apparent from Wase ' s survey that s choo l l ibr a r i e s

were not unusua l , it i s no t possible from the s urviving mat e r ial t o

ca lcula t e the number and proportion of school s with and without

l i braries. It i s s ometimes di f f i cult , fo r instance, t o identify

s chools whi ch returned compl eted que sti onnaires or which are de s cribed

i n t he s ur ve y do cume nt s, be caus e of c hanges i n the name s, or the

spel l i ng o f names ! of towns and schoo l S , or be cause there may have

been similar l y named places in se ve r a l counties. Some di ffi culties

in i dentification are c~used s imply by i l l egi b l e handwr iting , or the

poor state o f perservation ' o f some o f the l e t t e r s . So it i s some-

time s ha r d to tel l if a school de scr i bed in a l e tte r by a c l ergyman,

or a civi l o ffi c i a l , or a Gui l d co r r e sponden t , is in fac t the same

as the s choo l with a s imil ar name which had r e turned a ques t ionnai r e

completed by the schoQlmaster . The same school mi gh t be various l y

de scribed as lithe. grammar s choo.l o f ... It , lithe s choo l in .. ,. ", and lit he

f ree schol e i n. ,.. .. , 3 a nd e ven t he same villa ge name may not always be

1. Ibid . , p . 98 .

2 • Ibid . , p , 97 •

3 . The schoo l , at Newport, 'the 'tr ustees of which were the Habe rdash ­
ers Company of the city of London , is descr ibed as t he "Gr ammar
Schoo l , Newport I Sa Lop , II, .an d. "Newport Schoole II, Ms. ecc . oxon ,
390/ 2 " fo1. 145(146 , and '390/ 3 " fo1.140, (verso) •
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used con sistently ·to describe a .school. There are times when ·it is

unclea r whether the library .be i ng described is a par ish library

avai l able to the · schoo lmaster at the church , a t own l i b rary , or a

s choollibrary.l However given· these l imi t ations, the .replies Was e

re ceived to his quest i onna i re do seem to indicate that about one

school i n twenty ha d a l i b r a r y or book colle ction which it considered

to be ·worth r eporting .

The schools r e porting l ibra ries , whether sepa r ate rooms or

l i b r a r y co l l e ctions housed in the s choolroom or e lsewhere , were

s cattered throughout England , and varie d e normous ly in age and s ize .

The y r anged · from·s chools l ike Shrewsb ury , repor ted t o be the l argest

s chool in the country around the year 1600 , with f our hundred pupi l s ,

a maste r and three ushers;Z t o smal l on e - master schools with t wenty

or so pupi l s in i solated vi l lages . The standa r d of equipment i n t he

school s , including the librarie s, a lso va r ied greatl y. Sh r ewsbur y

of cou r s e had a f amous libra ry built up du ring the ear ly seventeen t h

century , though Wa s e did not i ncl ude it i n his survey. He did, how-

ever , include t wo othe r l a r ge and wel l -known school s . In his book he

prais ed the example o f the Merchant Taylors ' School, London , whose

benefa c t ors had "e rected a f air library , and r eple ni sh'd ·it with a

1 . Louth Schoo l : "The r e ha ve been fo r merl y belonging to the schoo l s
a cons i de r able number of book s kept in t wo pre s s e s fo r the us e of
the scho l l a rs . • . there i s adjoini ng t he School a ~air Libra ry f o r
t he use of the Masters , a nd Ministers of the Town . ...There is
al so for the Minister a Library belonging to the Qui r e ... '",
MS.CCC. Oxon . 390/2 , fol.4 9 .
Free Schoole at Kings Lynne : "There i s a Libr a rY a t St.
Margaret ' s ye Great Church. ther e . • •. The Usher o f .ye ~ree Schoole
i s ge ner a l l y made choice o f f or ye Library-Keeper • .. " . MS .ccc,
Oxon . 390/ 3 , f ol .201 (verso).

2. Camden , quote d b y Stott , :'S·chools and Schoo l Libraries over Two
Centuries : 1" , p. lS.
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The s ea l of the Free Grammar School i n Louth , Li ncolnshire, founded
in 1552 , shows ·the Master with the implements o f his pr o f e s sion , t he
birch and the bo ok . .With.books be i ng us ed by those pupils who are no t
being chastised , and o ther vo lumes s t or e d on wall shelving , this seal
shows something-of the book p r ovisi on " f or t he use of the s c ho l a r s "
whi ch Was e f ound a t Lout h and i n some of t he o t he r schools he sur ve yed.
(From Ni cholas. Carlis l e , A Concise Description o f t he Endowed Grammar
Schools of England and Wales , Vol . l , (London, 1818).)
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stor e of choi ce Books , some contrib uting 50 po unds othe r s t oo very

cons iderable s ums towa rds it". These books were r e s c ue d f r om a

disastrous fi re in t he · s chool in ·1660 , "thr ou gh the grea t i ndustry

of the Mas te r " , 1 who , regar dless of his own s a f ety , carr ied th.em

f r om the bu r ning l ibra r y . At St . Paul ' s School , London , t oo, there

was a l i b r ary "compet ently provided wi th us e full Books , and Globe s "

which was de s troyed i n the London fire , but which had s i nce been

r e stored to a thrivi ng condi t i on "by ye l iberality of ye Me rcers , o f

ye Scholars ... and ot hers " . 2

But no t a ll older or wealthy schools had l i bra r i e s, whi le some

of the s mal l e r and more precarious f o undations were r elative ly well

provi de d for by bene fac t i ons o r dona t ions . At Hesk in , fo r i nstance ,

then a smal l t own in La ncashi r e, t he r e was i n 1673 - 1674 a library in

t he Free School , ho used i n a "s t udy " $ 0 that it co uld be eas i ly us ed ,

and "cons i s t i ng o f some 80 volume s " . 3 These wer e chiefl Y s t andard

wor ks l i ke "Sr. Waltr : .RawLe Lqh t s Historyof ye Wor ld" , Scapula's

Lexico n , Co o per ' s Dicti onary , the "Co r nu c opia ll Le xico n (Pe r o t t us ),

edi t i ons of and commentaries on the works o f Greek a nd Roman writer s

s uch a s Horne r , Plutar ch 's Live s I Vir gil , Hora ce , Juv e nal, and

"s e vera ll other s choo l e books , & others ve r y us eful both f o r ye

Schollars & MasterS" . 4 .The. grea te r pa r t; o J; thi s co Ll.e c t.Lon had been

l e f t t o the schoo l in 1623 by the Ma s ter , Richard Ri'\dcl i£fe , who a lso

1. Wase , Co ns i derat ions Concerning · Free ~Schoqls r p . 105 .

2 . MS .CCC. Ox on , 390/2 , £01. 68 .

3 . 115 .ccc . Oxon . 390(2 , £01.8 .

4. Ibi d .
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l eftL7.17.2 to purchase further , "s chool-books ". ! A catalogue of

the l ibrary was made i n 1653 in the s ch ool Minute Book , by which

time a further twenty-two bo oks had b een added to the colle cti on . 2

The re were 'more a ddi t ions t o the ' library, 'fr om bo t h ' donations and

pur cha s e s , in the 1660s and 1670s . 3

Other l ess wel l -known schoo l s which report~d app a rent l y s ub -

stant ial libraries were the gr a mmar schools a t Glouces t e r and

Newpor t . The Glouceste r School library sent a copy of i ts catal o gue

which indica ted a considerable book co l lection of more than t wo

hund r ed titles . 4 The Mas te r of the Grammar Schoo l at Newport ,

Shrops hi re , wrote that his schoo l wa s "furni she d wi t h a v e ry fino

Library wherein are many e xce l lent and very choice booke s o f a l l s o r t s

e special ly fo r humanity " (tha t i s" the classics ) .5 The schoo l was

also the pos s e ssor o f "o ne f air Manus cript" i n Greek . Wa s e obviously

checked thi s account , for there is a later l e t t e r from the Company o f

Haberdashers o f the City o f London con f irming that there was i ndeed

" a considerable Library belon gi n g to thi s Schoole ", and t hat i t was

" a f a i r Library o f ye Cl a s sik Authors a nd Lexigraph " .6 No further

de tai l was s uppl i e d , however , about actua l t i t les in the collec t i on ,

nor is there any indicati on of how t h e library was housed. Ot he r

schools indicating t hat they po s sessed librari es i ncl ude d Colchester

1. Chris t ie , The Ol d Church , a n d School Libr a r i.e s ot Lanca s hire ,
p . 171 . Chr.is t ie pri nte d , on pages 172-175, a f ul l lis t o f the
books l eft to the school by 'Radcliffe.

2 . Ibid . , P .176.

3. Ibid . , pp . 1 76- 177 .

4 . NS. CCC . axon. 390/3 , f oL , 205/20 6 •

5 . !1S.. CCC . a xon. 390/2 , fo l : 145/146 .

6 . NS . CCC. axon. 390/ 3, f o1.140 (y e r s o) •
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School i n Essex with a library "left b y ye .• . Bishop at York";!

Ottery St . Mar y Grammar School , in Devon , which had "many Books

p rocured by L~e pr esent .schoole-master fo r 'Ie use .of 'Ie SchoOl ~; 2

and t he Free -Schoo l ot Ki ngton · i n Hereford which ha d "a .bout at).

Hundred bookes", 3 though no l i .st of .t i tIes in the col lect ion was

given.

There were a lso , i n add i tion t o schools which had libraries in

167 3/4, many schools which s ent sad tales o f loss to Wase , indicati ng

t hat l ibraries had at some time e xisted in or been planned f o r them .

Whi l e this could indicate an ear lier more general provision of s choo l

lib r arie s than actually existed a t the t ime o f Wa se' s s ur vey , i n fac t

new school libraries were being es tab l ished in the 1670s,4 though the

nu mber be i n g created may not have balanced t he numbe r being destroyed.

·The hi gh r ate of lOSS of schoo l libraries i n the period be fo re Wase 's

survey r eflects the turbulent pol i t i cal condi t i ons of t he times, as

well as t he pre valence D f natural ha zards , and instance s of destruc-

tion throu gh negl e ct . Peter Woodn o t h , Schoo lmas t er. a t No rthwich ,

r eported that the library t he r e was . "destroyed in 'Ie t ime of war" , 5

and Lincoln School lis t ed books lost or "pilferred in the tilOOs of

warr e " •6 Books had been bequeathed to the "Freeschoole o f Durs t on" ,

Herefordshire , by the founder, but t hey were "purloyned" by his

1. MS.•CCC . Oxon . 390/1 , f o1. llS . .

2. MS:CCC . Oxon. 390(1 , fo1. 103 . ·

3. MS . CCC . Oxon . 390(1, f o l .201 • .

4 . . For e xample , Mary Box, who . with her husband Henry t ounded wi t ney
Grammar School in 1660 ,. gave her .husband 's books to the s choo l t o
f orm a library in about ·1674 . Mar y A. Fl e ming , Wi tney Gr ammar
schoo l 1660 -1960, (Oxford, 1960) , p.19.

5 . · MS .CCC . oxon , 390/1 , fo1.67•.

6 . MS.CCC. Oxon . 390(2 , fo1~49. :
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Northwich School : Pete r Woodnoth ' s r eply to Christopher Was e ' s
que s t i onna i r e , mid-1670s. (Fr om the Bodleian Li b r a ry , MS .CCC . Oxon .
390/1 , fol.67 ) . (Repr oduced by courtesy of the Pr e sident and Fe l lows
of Corpus Christi College , Oxford) .
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executor s . l The s choolmaster .. at Rivington also t old a stor y of the

co l lection o f books l eft t o ' the ' school bein g "reduced t o a smal l &

i nconside rable number" t hough..he ·di d not know e xact ly how this had

happened . 2 .

Though it is apparent that many schools a t some s tage had

l i brarie s, the papers i n the Wase co llection al?o suggest t hat t here

were many s chools 'wh i ch owned very f ew books . Ormski rk school had

"no l i b r ari e s o r manuscr ipts ,,;3 the Free School o f Upho l land had

"no e libraries in o r - near it"; 4 while t he Fre e Schoole in Idsal 1 ,

Shrops hi re , s i.mp Ly sai d "librarie s no ne ".S Some s c hools admit ted to

hav ing on ly on e or t wo books , usual ly s tandard refe r ence . works .

"Cyrence s t erll School, Glouc estershire , had Cooper 's Dictionary;6

Huyton , Lancashire , had Rider' s Dictionary;7 and Leyland School ,

Lancashire , had Gol~n ' s Di c t i onary ,8 bought by the Chur chwardens

" for the use of the Schoo Le " ; whi le others had two o r three such

works . Other s chools answered the ques t ion by expressing the hope.

t ha t there woul d soon be a l ibrary, though there was "yet no ne " . 9

Was e a l s o turned his attention in Considerations Concerning Free­

School s t o the ~rganisation of t he school l ibr a r y . The Librar y-Keeper

was t o have charge o f a " t hr ee f ol d Book the Register of Benefacto rs :

I. MS.CCC. Oxon . 390/1, fo l ·. 199 .

2 . MS .CCC. Oxo n . 390/2 , fol. 24 .

3. MS.CCC. Oxon . 390/2 , faI.22 •

4 . MS .CCC. Oxon . 390/2 , f ol. 28.

5 . MS.. CCC . Oxon . 390( 2, f aI. 150.

6. MS.CCC. Oxon . 390/1 , fol.l36'.

7 . MS ; CCC. Oxon . 390/2 , fo L I O.

8 . MS.CCC . Oxon . 390/2 , f ol.l3 •

9. MS.CCC. Oxon . 390/1 , faI.94 , r eply from Kingsbridge School.
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the Catalogue of Books : and a no t e o f what of them are lent ou t on

what day"l and he was t o keep · the s e r eco r ds up t o da te. He was t o

be pa i d a salary t o ope n the libr ary daily. Wase s uggests that this

Keeper coul d be a boy f rom "tihe uppermost f orm" a nd t hat he shoul d

be "s t udious I f aithful and discree t " . 2 The rules wer e not t o be ' lisa

r i gi d a s to debar a ll l endi n g forth of any book", no r ye t "s o l axe

a s wi thout o ccasion , wi thout me mo r ial , to par t wi t h them". He was

to s ee tha t the books did not "r e ce i ve the wounds o r flouri shes o f

e very mal i cious or wanton pen " , t ho.ugh lithe Mast er ls occasi onal

Animadvers ion , the very t race o f whose ha nd is s upposed t o l ea ve some

us e f ul direction" , 3 wa s to be t olerat e d.l The r e were very f ew works

a va i l ab le on librar i anship i n this period ; the best-k nown i s t hat by

J ohn ~lry , The Reformed Librarie-Keeper, published in 1650. Believ~

ing , as Wase did, that it was poi nt less to make a vai l able a multi tude

of book s without a l ibrarian t o assist peop l e to use them, Dury

offered practical s ugges tions t o this person. He r egretted that

l i brari a ns usually acted a s "guardians" , protecting the i r books f rom

the ·us e r s , o f who se i ntent ions they we re mos t suspicious, instead of

encouragi ng people to use t he col lect ion . If well-paid, highly

respect ed people were cho s en as l i bra ria ns, he f elt that t he y woul d

be able t o 'encour a ge people t o r ead, and to a s sist i n promoting

"un i ve r sal l e a r ning". 4 Dury also suggested t hat t o a i d users, bOoks

should be divided into "the s ub ject a m ma teriam whereof t hey t reat "

and furthe r s ubdivided i f necessary by title. The catalogue , which

1 . Wase , Considerations ·conce r ni ng Free -Schoo l s , pp . 105~ 106.

2 . Ibid . , pp . 10 5- l06 .

3 . ·I bi d . , p.106. ·

4 . John · Dury, The Re fo r med ·Librar i e - Keepe r • . . , (London , 16 50) ,
·pas s i m.
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was to be kept up to date, was to gi ve an indication of the location

of the books in "t he i r shelvs or repositories".1 That this sort of

organisation was not merely an impossible dream in this period is

shown by the previously described1613 broad subject divided

catalogue of Shrewsbury School, among others. And Thomas Plume,

Archdeacon of Rochester and late seventeenth century builder of '

Maldon School, which incorporated a public library, was able to

direct that his librarian b e a Master of Ar t s and that he be paid to

organise and maintain the library from the profits of a farm left to

the school to s upport both it and the library.2 Many o f these s c hoo l

librarie s were conside r ed general ame ni t i e s for the whole community,

with t he grammar scho o l maste r often taking the addi t iona l appo i nt -

,mont of librarian. The ~ster a t Abraham Colfe's, Lewisharn, which

housed a shared library, was qa.ven five s hi Ll i ngs from 1656 for his

s ervices a s librarian, while the usher at King' s Lynn Free School

received payment of one pound a year for looking after the local

chu r ch library, founded in 1631. 3

Large though Christopher Wase's survey was, there were many

schools in posses sion of libraries in 1673 which were not included,

or which did not r e spond to his questionnaire. Reginald Bainbrigg,

s choo l master at Appleby Grammar School for thirty-two yea r s , left his

library of; 295 Volumes to . th.e schoo l, in 1613; a "perfect cat.a.Loque

of; them was made in 1656 by Robert Edmundson, headmaster of that

1. I bid .. p.19.

2. Shearing, "Aspects of Seventeenth. Century Grammar School
Librarianship", p .309.

3 • Ibid., p. 308 .
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time.! A linguist, writer, and .an t.i.q ua r Lan , Bainbrigg left a

co l lection which included a manuscr i p t and his own no tebooks , as

wel l a s t he o l o gi ca l and philosoph ica l wor ks , and gramma r s a nd tex t s

i n La tin, Greek , and Hebrew. At Ki n g 's, Norton , schoolmaster Hall in

the 1660s l eft a col lecti on of 750 books fo r the use of the schoo l -

masters and the minister, and left a further 270 "s choole bookes",2

ma ny of whi ch h ad be en li s t e d as desirable by Cha r les Hoole, t o f orm

a s chool library, 3 The "c a t alo gue" he ma de o f t he s e school books

contains de tai l s o f t he pr ices o f the books, and shows tha t Hall

va l ue d hi s library at ..(4 00 . When it i s con s i dered that Wi l liam Laud,

Archbishop o f Can t e r bury, an ass i duous book col l ector , h ad his

lib r a ry va l ued a t only .!140 , 4 this Ki ng 's Norton library mus t be

s een as a very s ubstant ial one i nde e d. The l arge a nd we l l - known

Libr a r i e s at Eton and Shrewsbury a r e no t i nclude d i n the s urvey ,

s i nce they f aile d to resp ond t o Wase's q uest ionnai re f u l l y , Othe r

schoo ls not mentioned by Wa s e wh i.ch h ad librarie s a t this t ime

incl uded Br istol Grammar School with a library establ i s hed in 1546;5

Ki ng Edwa r d VI Schoo l , Bur y St . 'Edmunds , 155 2 or 1560;6 ' St . Al ban 's

1. Edgar , Hinchcli f f e, Appleby Gramma r Schoo l - F rom Chan try t o
Compr e hensi ve , (Appleby, 1974), pp. 35 and 37. And from a MS
cat a l ogue in the schoo l , compi led b y Robe r t Ed.,nllndso n in 1656,
"A perfec t Cat alo gue o f the booke s b e l onging to the schole o f
Appulbye .•. " .

2. Ki ng 's No r ton School Librar y c a t a logue , in Dr. Williams' Libra ry,
London , MS .Gl. l . (Baxt er MS ) .

3 . Jo hn Edward Vaughan ; 'The Parish Church and Ancient 'Gr a mma r Schoo l
o f King 's Norton , (j t h edn , Gloucester , 1973), p,23.

4. I bid ., p, 23.

5. C.p . Hill, The Hi sto ry 'o f Bris t o l Gr ammar School , (London, 1951 ) ,
p . 14 .

6 . ' .A. T . Bartho lomew and Cosmo. Gor do n ; The 'Li b r a r y 'a t 'Ki n g Edward VI
'Schoo l , Bury St . Edmunds , (London , 191 0), p .3 .
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The cover illustration from John Edward Vaughan's The Parish Church
and Ancient Grammar School of King's Norton, (7th edn, Gloucester,
19731. This school boasted a .substantial library collection in e,e
seventeenth century.
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School, 1587,1 Sir John Deane's Grammar School, Northwich, also

known as Witton Grammar , which. had a library in 1631;2 Bury , 1636,3

Gresham's School , 1640,4 Wigan Grammar School , 1647;5 Abingdon

School, 1656. 6

Wase's survey of schools and thei r libraries was a very wide

one , even by modern standards; survivi?g evidence i ndi c a t e s that

the information he collected can be treated as very reliably reflect-

ing conditions in late seventeenth ..century English schools. He..went

to a great deal of trouble to identify and contact as many schools

a s possible and he appears to have included a large proportion of

grammar schools in existence at the time. Estimates of the number of

grammar schools vary, from that of P.J . Wallis 7 who suggests a total

of two thousand in the seventeenth century , many of which. would not

have been in existence during the whole of the period, to that of

W.A.L. Vincent, who suggested that just over twelve hundred grammar

1. St. Alban 's School, Catalogue of Nle Old Library of St . Alban 's
School, Xerox. Bodleian Library, 2590c . St . Alban's 1.1.

2 . Marjorie .Co x , A History of Sir John Deane's Grammar School ,
Northwich, 1557-1908, (Manch ester, 19 75), p .68.

3. Christie , Old Church ·a nd School Libraries of Lancashire, pp.
139-1 40 , and Alan Hitch, Books in Bury: A History of Libraries,
in BUry, Lancas~ire, to 1900, (F .L.A . thesis, 1972) , p.8.

4. P.J. Lee , A Catalogue of the ·Founda t i on Library, (Ho l t , Norfolk ,
1965), p.4:

5. Christie , Old Church and School Libraries of Lancashire , p. 192.

6 . James Townsend, A History of Abingdon, (London , 1910), p. lOO.

7. Wallis, "The Wase Collection", pp.84 , 86 -104 . Later \'lallis wrote
that more recent research indicated that the number might be even
larger, but in this new total of almost four thousand he included
private f ee-paying establishments . P .J. Wallis, "Hi s t or i e s of
Old Schools: A Preliminary List for England and Wales" , British
Journal of Educational Studies , 14(1965), p.49 , footnote .
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sch ools were in ex iste nce in the ..period 1600 to 1660 . 1 Ret ur ns from

seven hundr ed out o f a p robabl e t otal of a round t welve hund r ed

s chools is a very r e s pe c table sample indeed . The. great car e Wase

t ook t o c ross c heck answ~rs to his ques t i o nna i r e from o ther sources ,

points t o a high de gr e e of r eliabilit y. Despi t e the f act that he

hims elf was an ent husi ast f or schoo l librar ie s , he did not i nc l ude

i n his s ur ve y a number of ,s choo l s which had e x ce l lent l i b r aries ,

while he did co l lect informa tion about many wi th po o r l ibraries or

none at a l l . And while in the book which r esulted f rom his s ur vey

Wase was ent hus i a s t i c about t he value o f a wel l -organised library i n

a school , he did not e xagge r a t e t h e r eality o f the actual provision

in s c hoo ls , no r did he g ive an a c coun t o f any school not warranted by

the evidenc e i n tile s ur vey manuscripts .

Was e ' s s ur ve y was r e stri cted t o English s choDl s , but t here i s

other evi de nce t ha t in Scotl and, t DO, t here we re some s ub s t a n t i a l

s chool libr aries i n e,e 'se venteenth century . One of the earl iest was

that of the Hi gh SChODl of Edinbur gh , whe r e the establ ishment o f a

l i bra ry for the benefit o f t e a che r s a nd p up i l s wa s r e comme nded to t he

Town Council by the Has ter , Mr. JDhn Muir , in 16 58 . As "fautDrs and

favourers of nurserie s of l e a rning" , t he Counci l approved the i de a and

requested that the Treasurer s upply presse s an d shelves fDr the books .

This "us eful and highl Y pri.ze d appe nda ge Df t he s eminarY" was

established ini.t iall y wi.th. donations ~rom the t e a che r s and vo luntary

cont r i b utiDns from the pupi~s and ci t izens . 2 This l i br axy continue d

1. W.A.L. , Vincent, The State 'and SchDol Edu cat i on ; ' 1 640~1660 ; in
Engla nd and Wa les , (London , 1950 ) , pp . 12 0 - l35 .

2 . Dorothy H. White , The Deve lDpment o f SchoDl Librari e s i n Scotland ,
1658 - -1970, eM .A . ·thes i s , University of St rat hclyde , 19 73), p . l.
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to grow , s o that b y the mid-nineteenth century Wi lliam Steven could

report! tha t one h alf o f the · matr icu l a t i on fund was approp r i at e d t o

the l ibrary f unds , and that there were 6400 volumes , inclUding "the

best Greek and Lati n Lexicons , the ' be s t e di t i ons o f the classics ,

several Encyclopaedias , an d a valuable col lect i on of a nt iquar i an ,

hi s t or i ca l a nd geogra phi cal aut hors". The Grammar School of Gl a sgow

had a l i b r a r y by 1682, 4 and i n 165 9 bo oks ·t o form a l i b r a ry were

given to Aberdeen Gr anunar School . 3 Montrose Gr iur.mar School , now

Mon t rose Academy , poss e s sed a library i n 1686, which was the date of

the first catal o gue . 4 This libra ry , whi ch inc luded many theological

a nd c l a ssica l works , served as a t own l i br a r y wi t hi n the s choo l . S

Eighteenth century Scottish foundations i nclude d Lana r k Granuna r

School , which in 1 769 r eceived all the boo ks belon ging t o a Dr.

Smell i e . These were us ed i n 1775 to e stabl ish a library i n a room

imrr~diately above t he school r oom. I nstructions for the care o f t he

libr ary left by the doctor reflect ve ry closely the practice o f

seventeen t h and eight eenth century Engl i s h s chool l i b r a r i e s. The

s chool master , who wa s to be t he l ibrarian , was to give a cco un t t o t he

Ba i l l i es , . and Mini ste r s of the Pr e s b yt e r y of Lanark , "once a yea r a t

vaca t i on time " , Of hi s stewar dship o.f the library . Accommoda t ion wa s

to be provi de d fo r r e aders , and Dr. Sme l lie l e ft hi s "l ar ge readi ng

de sk, with t he t able f lap that h~gs to i t . . . wi th the l e a t her chair,

1 . William Ste ve n , His t ory ·of the Hi gh 'S choo l o f Edinburgh ,
(Edi nburgh , 1849 ) , p .64 .

2 . IVhite , The Deve l opment o f School Libraries i n Scot l and , p . l .

3 . ' N. Boyd , "The Li brar y of Aberdeen Granunar Schoo l "; The 'Schoo l
Librari an , 14 (1 966 ) , p.266 .

4. T.W. Johns , "The Library o f t he Grammar Scho ol o f Mont r o s e " , The
School Librar ian , 10 (1961) , p .396 .

5. Mon t r os e Gr anunar School , MS Borrowers ' Book , at t he s choo l .
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a nd smoaking little chai r •. •as also t he high s t eps there to take

down the books , which must be contained in locked ,tirli sied doors ..... )

In 1758 t he Governors o f t he Trade s Maiden Hos pit al founded a

l i br a ry for t he gi r ls part ly f i nanced in a no ve l way by e xtrac t i ng

fine s f rom deacons f or non~attendance a t mee tings . 2 In 1782 the Town

Council o f Ki r kcudbrigh t made a contri but i on o f ten pounds s ter l i ng

't owards books in i t s school ; i n 1786 i t r equired that the school -

master produce a catalogue for t hem, which was t o be deposited with .

the Town Clerk .

In t he sevent eenth and e i ghtee nt h .ce nt ur i e s , chained librarie s

i n s chool s became l e s s popu l a r , par t ly because, with gr eater numbers

o f books being p r od uced, a nd produced mor e cheaply , a nd .with

librari e s becom i ng l arger, i t was impo s s i b l e to s tore and ma Ke

ava i lable to readers chained books without us i ng vast ,amoun ts o f

space fo r ca s es and desks . I f pupi ls ac t ual ly needed t o us e a varie ty

of books in t heir l e s sons , . i ns t ead o f , or in conjunct ion wi th a t ext-

book , as Hoole and othe r 'writers suggest , books had to be more f reely

avai lable than chaini ng al lowed. Moreover , many of the seventeent h

and eighteenth cent ury libr a r i e s we r e mainly l endi ng l i brari e s, in

1 . Quoted by M. Mackintosh , Education i n Lanar kshire: A Hi s t orical
Sur vey on the Ac t of 1872 f rom Original and Cont empor ary Sources ,
(Ph . D. the s i s , unive r s i t y of Glasgow , 1969 ) , p . 386 .

2 . White , The Development of School Libraries i n Scotland , p . 3 .

3 . White , The Development of School Libraries i n Scot l and , p . 3.
IVhite a l so lists the l i b r a r y at Dunferml i ne Gr ammar School as an
eighteenth century foundation begun with a cont r i but i on of ten
po unds from the ToI<n Co unci l i n 1711 . This i s based on informa­
tion i n D. Corrie; "The 'Hi gh 'Schoo l 'o f 'Dunf e rml i ne : An Essay i n

, 'Loca l History , ' (Dunf e rml i ne, 1902), p.24 , but in fact this
i n i tia t i ve of the Town Council wa s neve r f ollowed up , and nothing
came of the ' proposal to form a libra r y. Se e Alexander Anderson ,
The Old Librari e s of !:'ife , (roneoed t ype script , 1953 ) , p . l.
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whLch chains had no place except perhaps to preserve the moat; valu-

able reference books and ensure their availability to all. Many

schools de-chained their libraries during this period w,d there are

reJ;erences in library and school records to aaLes of "old iron that

was in the library". 1

However at leas.t one school library went a?lainst the common

practice of the period: Bolton School, now in Greater Manchester,

actually chained up its school library in 1735. The books so chained

consisted of an earlier library in existence in the school, together

wi.t.h books which had survived from the Bolton Parish Church

collection, a chained library dating from 1653-1655. This )Tlixed

collection was chained, probably as an antiquarian exercise, by the

schooL governors led by Henry Eskricke, in a case on "aLmery " given

by "James Leaver Citison of London [in] 1694". This library still

remains in the school, with the case restored; it appears not to

have received much use as a working collection after it had been

chained. 2

School libraries ~ere in existence in other European countries

by this time. Libraries had developed in the late Middle .Ages in the

Danish cathedral schools, including that oJ; Roskilde. Sor¢ Academy,

now one of Denmark's largest boarding schools, began in 15B6 in a

1. Oldham, "Shrewsbury School Library", p .86.

2. A catalogue oJ; this library was prepared in 1979: Wendy J.
Sherrington, A Catalogue. Of the Chained Library at Bolton School,
(M.A. thesis, Universi.ty o f She:Uield, 1979). Earlie.>; lists of
the contents of the library had been made, including: W.H.D.
Sculthorpe, The Chained Library of Bolton School, Bolton, Lancs.,
(unpublished pamphlet, Bo.Hon, [1948J). And see also a list of
"Books belonging to Bolton Schoole, Feby.13th, 1735", in

·Hi s t o r i ca l Gleanings of ·Bolton and District, first series, (lBB1),
pp. 39.3-394 •.



Bolton School's chained library in the late nineteenth century. This illustration formed
the frontispiece to Richard Copley Christie's Old Church and School Libraries of
Lancashire, (Mancheste r, 1885). The case is st~ll at the schOOl, though restoration has
removed the signs of wear and tear.
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medieval Cistercian monastery when .the latter was taken over by the

King after the Reformation. A library has existed in this school

from its very earliest days. The monks had collected manuscripts,

and these were added to,. but t.he eighteenth century in particular

saw the. ·growth of a considerable · collection of books.} Polish school

libraries began also with collections in the cathedral and convent

schools of the Middle .Ages . 2 In the e i.qht.eeritih ' century. tool there

were particularly rich collections in Polish secondary schools. In

the late eighteenth century, beginning in 1772, Poland was partitioned

among its neighbours in three stages, disappearing altogether as a

nation in the last partition of 1795, until revived by the Treaty of

versailles in 1919. In that part .o f Poland which went to Prussia,

including Poznan, extensive library collections were developed in the

leading secondary schools, the gymnasia, often based on earlier

library collections. The eighteenth century library of the Mary

Magdalene Secondary School, Poznan, was incorporated into the main

library of the Adam Mickiewicz University there (Biblioteka G16wna

Uniwersytetu im Adama Mickiewicza) at its foundation in 1919. So too

Wd.S the library from the Kaiser \qilhelm Secondary School (Biblioteka

Gimnazjum im Cesarza Wilhelma), much of which had been built up in

the eighteenth centuzy , 3 The academic strength of these school

collections is shown by the fact that the libraries could form the

1. L.· Balslev, "The Library Of So.rl'i Academy, Denmark", The School
Library Revie'" and Educational Record, 5 (1951), p.60. Unfortun­
ately all these books were lost in a great fire in 1813, but the
collection served as a pattern for the present libra.ry, the build­
ing up of which was begun soon after the fire.

2. Information supplied by . the Biblioteka Norodowa, the National
Library of Poland,17. December 1979, on "Polish Libraries".

3. Alfreda Luczynska and Krystyna Remerowa; ·Li b r a r i es in Poland:
·I n :t'o r ma t i on Guide, (Warsaw, 1961), p.149.
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the basis of a university library collection. In Prussia itself,

too, by the mid-nineteenth. ce nt u ry , the. gymnasia owned large and

well-organised library collections . l

1 . Rudo l f Schwarze; Die Al ten Dr ucke a nd ·Handsch r i ften der
Bi b liot hek des ·Kon i g 1. Friedrichs~GYmnasiums, (FrankfUJ;t A.O . ,
1877), pp.l-lO.


	PART II : An Outline History of School Libraries
	Chapter 2 : Early School Libraries to 1800




