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OIAPTER -THREE

SOIOOL LIBRARIES I N THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

I n the e arly nineteenth century an i mportant s urvey looked at

school l ibraries i n England , almost a cen t u r y and a half afte r the

grammar school s urvey cenduc ted by Christophe r ~lase. Thi s new survey

was the wor k of Nicholas Carlisle , who in 1818 publ ished his two-

volume a cco un t of 475 e ndowe d gr a mmar schoo l s in England Wa l es . He

us ed t he work of Was e, but he a lso ext ended it, particularly ask i n g

more de tai l ed questions about f oundat i on de eds , statu tes , : rul es ,

e ndowme n t s , and trusts, about curr ent school regulati ons and books

us ed -i n the school s . By 1818 some o f t he schools Carlisle descr i bed

h ad c e ased to be f1 grammarll schools , having deteriorat ed into

II wr i t i ng " or "Engli sh" ( t h at i s, e l e men t a r y ) s c hools ; o the r s had

f a llen i nto di s use; s til l others had f a i l ed t o answe r the au thor 's

letters , so that l ittle information could be give n about t he m. l

car l isl e l isted forty- s ix school s as hav i ng librarie s, r anging

f r om Shrewsbur y whi ch had i n 1815 spent the enormous sum of e 1860

r e building its library, "wit h a most e legant Gothic r oo f a nd windows ,,2

t o house its "ve ry valuable cwl lec t i on of books in e very depa rtment

o f Litera t ure", t o Bishop Stor t fo r d , where less ons were no l on ger

be ing given in the rui ne d cl a ssroom, and whe r e the libra r y, depos ited

1 . Ni cholas Car lisle , A concise -Des c r i pt i on -o f- the -Endowe d Gramma r
-School s of England -and Wales , (London, 1818).

2. Ibi d . , Vol .2 , p.379.



An exterior view, dating from the early nineteenth century, of the
new library at Shrewsbury School; the library comprised the top
s ection of the wing on the right, wi th the t all Gothic window.
(From Nicholas Carlisle, A Concise Description of the Endowed Grammar
Schools of England an d Wales, (Vol .2, London, 1818), p.396. The
illustration was supplied to Nicholas Carlisle by Dr. Butler, the
Head Master of the school.)
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at the Vicarage , was reported to be "goi ng to de cay" . 1 Li ke Wase' s

survey , Carlisle ' s was far fro~ compl ete; not included in his l is t

are many grammar s chool s of the time · which ar e known to have had

libraries r - including the Lord Weymoutb Schoo l , Warminster , 2 and Sir

John Deane 's Gra mmar ·Schoo l , Northw~ch .3 . In a long de s cription of

Rugby School , Carlisle does no t ment ion a library , though a cata

logue of the school lib.rary there exists from before 1794;4 likewise

i n the ac coun ts of Kendal Grammar School, Abingdon School , Bo lton

School, Bury Grammar School , Bristol Grammar School , and Appleby

Grammar School , libraries known to exist are not mentioned . S

A much mor e . compl e te s urvey of grammar schools in England - ·

e ndowe d , private , and propri etory schools - was ca r ried o ut by the

Schools Inquiry commiss{on , the results being pub l ished in twenty- .

one vo lume s in 1868 in what is ge ne r a l l y known as the Taunton

Repo rt . 6 This r eport , coming exactly half a century after

carlisle 's survey , refle cted , in i t s s cale and comprehensiveness,

1 . Ibid . , Vol .l, p .554 .

2 . Rober t Hope , A Hi story o f ·the Lord Weymouth School , Warminster ,
(Br adford, 1961 ) .

3 . Harjorie COx , ·A History ·o f Sir J ohn ·Deane · s Gr ammar School ,
· No rthwich , 15 5 7 -~908 , (Hanche s t e r , 1975).

4 . Rugby School , HS paper book catalogue titled "Headmaster 's
School Library List" .

5. Charle s Sayl e , Kenda l Grammar Schoo l Library , ([Ke ndal, 1902]) ,
p . l ; Jame s Townsend , A Hi s t ory of ·Abi ngdon , (London , 1910) ,
p .100; \1.E. Brown and F . R. Posk i t t , The Hi s t ory of Bolton
School , (Bolt on, 19 76), p . 63 ; Alan lIi t ch, Books i n Bury: A
lIi.story of Li.b r arie s in Bury, La ncas hi r e, to 1900, (F .L .A .
thesis , 197 2); C.P . Hi l l , The History o f Brist o l Grammar
School , (Lon don , 1951 ) , p . 14; Edgar Hinchcliff e , Appleby
Gr ammar School · ~ From Chan try to Compr ehensive , ·(App l eby , 19 74).

Conuniss i on-.Schools I nq ui r y Commission , Rep:.:o:.:r:.:t:-:o::.:;f_·..:t;:.h:;e:-:.:o=====:.:.
vols, London , 1868) . (Ta un t on Report ).

England .
~, (21
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the gr owt h in the i nte rim of the ce nt r alis ed bureaucracy which i s

one o f t he di s tinctive f eatu r e s of the mode r n stat e . The Commis s ion-

ers r epor t e d the results o f their · investigation into al l aspect s of

educati on .i n the e ndowe d , .p r ivat e , and proprietory s chools , and i nt o

t he s tanda r d of t he ir fac i l i t i e s, agai n pa yi n g particul ar at tent ion

t o endowment s and funds. The schools were also a sked, i n a general,

questionnaire , whethe r they had a l i bra ry, and ~hether it was open

to all , or t o boarders onl y . In t he Report o f the ·Commis s i one r s t he

r e s ults were tabl ed scho ol by s chool unde r counties . Wi thi n t he

counti e s , t he s chool s we r e cla s sifi e d into t hr ee t ypes : "Cla ssi cal

School s " whi ch sti l l gave a tradi t ional gramma r s choo l educati on i n

the c lassics and pe rhaps mat hemat ics and some sci ence o r history , to

s tudents who a i me d t o en te r t he unive r si t i e s and s o the pzofe s s Lon s j

"Semi - cla s sical s c ho o l s " which t aught s ome classical and some

"mo de rn" s ub j e c t s i ncl ud ing mo dern l anguage s, scie nces , English , and

perhaps trade co urses ; and "Non-clas sic al an d e l e men t a ry achooI s "

which had .usual l y be gun a s tra diti onal gr ammar schools , sometime s

centurie s ear l i e r , but ha d .lostthat s t at us for l ack of local

s uppor t . The standard of l i b r ary p r ovision was shown t o be very

diffe r ent in each o f t he se types of s chool . Overal l , forty per ce nt

of a l l endowe d grammar school s in En gl and had ·l i b r a r i e s in 1868,

t hough t here we r e wide diff e rences arro ng the t hree t ypes: t wo

thi rds o f c l a ssical .s choo l s had l ibrari es , but onl y one t hi r d of "the

semi - c lassica l and one quarte r o f the non - c l a ssica l and e l ementary

s chool s .
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TABLE I

LIBRARI ES ·I N ENDOWE D ·GRAMMAR SCHOOLS I N ·ENGLAND; 186 8 1

Number of Number o f % o f
Schools Schools School s

with wi t h
Libraries Libraries

Classical Schools 219 147 67 . 1%

Semi-classical 1 70 59 34 . 7%
School s

Non-classical a nd 317 78 24 . 6%
Elemen t a r y Schools

It shoul d be no ted t hat the qual i ty o f l ibrary provision var ied

wi de ly from·school to school : some s choo l s had librarie s of seve r a l

t ho usand volumes, with a l ibrarian in charge, while othe r l ibrar ies

were very small. In no n-classical and e lementa r y school s l i brar y

p rovision me ant i n s i x ca se s acce s s f or s ome o r a l l o f the pupi l s to

the local Sunday school library, in three case s access to a vi l lage

subscr i p t ion l i b r a ry , in one acce ss t o the par ish church l ibrar y ,

and in one s chool pup i l s could use the he admaster' s personal

library~ In the respons e s from t he c lassical schools , t here are

f ewer i ndications of r e l i a nce on outs ide sources f or books f or us e

i n t he schools .

In many s chools which had librar ies , access wa s r e s t irc t ed to

a par t icular group of people . Over a l l three t ypes of schoo ls , much

the l a r ge st propor tion - near ly t wo t h i r ds - h ad l ibrarie s open to

a l l , but the next large st group in a l l cate gories comprised t hos e

1. Figures taken from: .En gl and . Schools Inquiry Comnis sion,
Report of t he Comnission ers, (21 vol s i London , 1868) , passim.
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ope n on ly to subscr i bers . In a l l t hree categori e s there wer e also

some open onl y to a sele ct group o f the seni o r students , or to

boa r dor s. The subs t an t ial numbe r of "cla s sica l schools" which had

~ibraries open only t o boarde rs - more than twenty percent "- doubt~

l e s s r eflects t he gr e a t e r i mpor t ance o f boarde r s i n this type o f

s chool . There " i s no i ndi ca t i on given in the r eport o f school

l i b r a r y us e by the gener a l pub l i c , though s ome of these libr a rie s

did in fact serve people other t han pupi ls and mas ters .

TABLE II

GROUPS SERVED BY LI BRARI ES IN ENDOWED SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND , 1868 1

Cl as s i ca l Sem- Non - Total
Sc hools Cl a s s i c al Cla s sica l "

Schools and
El ementary

Lib r a r y open t o a ll 92 38 57 18l

Lib r ary open on ly
to t op c lasses ,

"p re fe cts , f ounda -
t i oners , etc . 9 2 8 13

"Li b r a r y ope n onl y
t o boa r ders 20 6 2 28

Library open "onl y
"t o" subscr ibers 26 13 11 50

Tot a l Li b r a rie s 147 59 78 284

No library 55 73 79 20 7

No answe r to
quest i on 17 38 160 215

Total Schools 219 170 317 706

1. Figures taken from: "En gl and . Schools I nqui ry Commission ,
Repor t of "t he Commis sioners ,pas s i m. Note th~t i n the r i ght
han d total co lumn , Sunday school and vi l l a ge o r parish
l ibrarie s us ed by the schoo l chi l dre n ha ve been e xcl uded .
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The pie graph which follows shows the overall picture of

groups served by the school libraries of all endowed grammar schools

throughout England. Nearly two thirds of schools which had a

library service of some sort had libraries for the free use of all

the school population, while a further one sixth of the school

libraries were subscription libraries. l

TABLE III

LIBRARY PROVISION IN ENDOWED GRAMMAR SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND, 1868

(a) Library open to all the schoo l popul ati on.
63.7%

<0 Pupi ls had access to local

1~~~:::::::::::====~1 Sunday school library. 2. 11%(I)
(e) Pupils had access to village

subscription library or parish
church library. 2.11%

(d) Library open.only to selec t
group - top classes. prefects, etc.
4.5%

(b) Library open ( 0

subscribers. 17.6 %

There were nine important English endowed schools which were

not included in the Taunton Report, since these - Eton, Winchester,

1. Detailed tables showing information collated from the Taunton
Report on school library provision throughout England in the
"classical", II s e rni - c l a s s i cal ", and tl non-classical and elementary"
endowed grammar schools are included as Appendix A.
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Westminster , Charte rholls e, s t . Paul 's , Merchant Taylors~ Harrow,

Rugby , Shrewsbury - had a lready been described by the Pub l i c

Schools Commission in its Clarendon Report o f 1864 . 1 The

Commis sioners ' survey asked the ques tions "Has the s chool a l ibrary

to which t he boys have access ? And ,if so , unde r what conditions -ar e

t hey permi t t e d t o u se i t? ". It is appa rent f rom the answe r s of the

he adma s t ers and t rus t e e s that these schools were general ly served by

t wo t ypes of library : a ge neral s chool l i brary open to certain boys

only ; and house librari e s open to a l l i n t he boa r di ng house , a nd

u sua l l y containi ng r e c r ea t i onal and general r efere nce works.

Unti l 'e a r l y in the nine t eent h century the whole course of s t udy

at the s e s chool s had consis t ed of two classi ca l l anguage s wi th a

l ittle history and geography a nd some r eligious instruct ion . By t he

1860s the curriculwn had been expanded to include arithmetic a nd

mathemati cs. At every school except Eton i t included one mode r n

l angua ge; at Rugby both Fr e nch and German we r e available, as was

the opt i on of nat ural science . At Me r c hant Taylors' School the

curr i cul um i ncl uded Hebrew and dr awi ng. The general school l i br a ries

r efl ect t his broade ni ng o f the cur ricula together with t he cont inu i ng

dominance of t he classics over the newer s ub j ec t s . The col lections

also r eflected t he fac t j:hat " t he means by whi ch classical schol a r -

ship [was] a cquired-Iwere] t he s t udy of Latin and Gr e ek grammar , t he

dai l y construing and t he occas i onal tra nsla tion i nt o Engli sh o f Latin

a nd Gr eek wr i ters , the r epe t i tion of passages , chi e fly Latin and

1. Engl and . Depart ment o f Sta te . Publ i c Schools Comtission, Public
-School s and Colle ges, Report o f He r Majes t y ' s Commissioner s
appointed to inquire i nt o ' t he Revenues and Management o f Certain
Colle ges and Schools, and the s t udi e s pursued and Ins t ruct i on
given therein ••• , (4 vols, London , 1864).
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Greek poetry, which had been l e arnt by he art, the pra c tice of compos-

ition in -ve r s e and prose .. : l ", g:r:ammars , edi t ions of and conunentaries

on cla s sica l wr iters , and a ids to c omposition are p r omi nent .

St . Pa ul' s Schoo l in its r eply. to the commissioners ' question-

riai.ze c l a i me d to ·have . "an excellent "l i b rary " open to the s enio r class

out of s chool hours, with a co llec t i on o f "the best s tanda r d French

wri t ers" and "lite ra ry and scienti f i c works ll
•
2 The He ad Master o f

Charterhouse speci f ied "a school l i .b r a r y consist i ng o f .philological

and clas sical works".. 3 Eton had "a very good library, to which the

s i xt h and upper middle division s o f the fi fth f orm" had a ccess , on

payment of a s ubsc r ipt i on ;4 Winche ster had "a good library i n the

college for the pre f ects , t o whi ch the commoner prefe c t s a lso " had

access , and a smal ler library belonging t o the commoner· p r e fect s

only ; 5 wh i le Westmins t e r had "a l ibr ary conta i ni ng a lar ge number

of o l d c l a s s i ca l and mathematical volumes", though most of them were

"o.f l i t t l e inte r est or value now " . 6 The Merchant Taylors ' Company

claimed that its s chool had a "valuable " l ibraryj 7 Shrewsb ury had a

"good classical and s t andar d English library" for t he upper forms

and a gen eral l ibrary for the mas t e r a nd schol a rs ;S while the

Trus t ees of Rugby merely c laimed a " t o l e r abl e libra r y ", a l ending

l i b r a r y available f a.r all ba.ys ,9 which ne vertheles s had a printed

l. I bi d . r Va.l.l , p .13 .

2 . Ib id . , Vol. 2 , p .24l.

3 . Ibid. , ve i , 2 , p . 224 .

4 . Ibi d. , Vol .2 , p .115 .

5. I b i d. r Vo l . 2 , p . 187 •

6. Ibid . , Va.l. 2 , p . 203 .

7. I bid . , vci . 2 , p .250 .

8. Ibid . , Vol. 2, p . 322 and p .3 26 .

9. I b i d. . , vc i. , 2 , p. 309 .
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catalogue listing s eve r al thousand volUmes.!

Though many of the se school libra rie s wer e very substant i a l , . and

several , incl uding thos e of Eton a nd Wi nchester, were ver y o l d

l i b r a r i e s with va l uable collecti ons , the use of the m was ge nerally

ext remely r estricted. At Harrow, for i nstance , the us e of the

libra ry was freely available only t o fifteen monitors : "I f a boy

l ower in t he school wi shes to enter t he library , he wi l l ask a

monitor to l e nd him hi s key ; o r if he wish to t ake out a book . he

wi ll request a monitor t o take i t out for him. " Understandably , "it

seldom happens that a boy below t he sixth form [would] make t his

r equest . ,,2 At Westminste r the schoo l library was in t he p r incipa l

c lassroom, us ed by the sixth fo rm and b y drawing clas s e s ; ·t ho ugh

the boys could us e it for r e ading when it was unoccupied, the s e

periods were r are, and t he r oom, f urnished with forms illld desks , was

uncomfortable and ill-adapted fo r that purpose . 3 At St . Pau l ' ~ too.

the l i brary, in t he se~ior r oom, could only be us ed outs i de schoo l

hours.~ The boy s at Merchan t Taylors' School had t o ask t he He ad

Mas te r for ·books f rom t.he school l i b r ary; whi le he claimed he had

" f r equent app.l.i.cat.Lona '", 5 the re was no catalogue from which the bo ys

could reques t books . 6 The subscription library at Eton , administered

by t hr e e King 's Scholars and three Oppidans , had a complicated an d

1. Rugby School , Ca t alogue ·o f t he ·Arno l d Li br a ry, Rugby Sch~9l ,

(Ruqby , 1860).

2. England . Depa rtmen t of State . pub l ic Schools commis s ion , Pub l i c
Schools and Col leges , Vol, 2, p. 27 9 .

3.

4.

5.

6.

I bid. , Vol, 2 , p. 203.

I b i d. , Vol, 2, p.241.

Ibi d . , Vol . 2 , p. 267 .

I bid . , VolA, p.126 .
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somewhat discouragin g admiss i on p r ocedure . l Rugby had the onl y

s chool l ibra r y generally avai l abl e to t he who l e school population :

it was ope n twice a week f o r an hour , when the wri ti.ng master was

t he re t o help t he boys to f ind the books they wanted . 2

In most of these s chools , including Westminster , Chart erhouse ,

Harr ow, and Rugby , l i br a r i e s i n t he boarding houses supplemented t he

s chool libr arie s, catering t o the needs of a greate r propor t ion o f

the schoo l population . In t he seni o r assistant 's boarding house at

Westminster t he r e was "a l i b r a r y of above 600 vo l ume s , ca reful ly

s e lected , in almost al l c lasses of l i t erature", s upported by ·a pay-

ment of ten sh i l l ings a year f rom e ach boarde r , to which acce s s was

unre s tricted : 3 In Mr. Evans ' ho use a t Et on a library o f ove r 1400

v o l umes had been built up f rom t he constr i but i o n s of lIo 1d tnma t e s lf

and i ncluding "excellent works o f h i s t or y and book s o f r e f e r ence "."

At Cha rterhouse there was a l i brary in the house o f t he f oundat i on

scholars and i n each of ' the boarders ' houses t he r e was "an excellent

lib r a r y of modern l i terature and wor ks o f r efe r ence" , organised by

a monitor , under t he supervisi on o f the house mas ter . Every boy paid

an e n t r a nc e subscr ipt i on p lus lIa s mall subscriptio n every t enn f or

the mai n t e na nce · of the l i b r a r y i n his own house . "S The or ga ni sation

o f the house lib r arie s a t Har r ow depended on the house ma s ter, but in

1 . Ib i d. , Vol. 2, p .lls . The s i xt h f o rm and upper and middle
divi sions o f t he fifth f o rm p aid four shi llings per s chool -ti me
(t e rm) fo r access . Any boy be l ow these forms who wanted t o be
admi t t ed to the library had t o appl y to the thr ee fi r st King 's
Scholars and the firs t t hr ee ·Opp i dans. If t hey shoul d r e f use his
reques t he was at libe r ty to appea l to the head master .

2 . Ibi d . , Vol. 2 , p . 309.

3 . Ibid ·. r Vol .2 , p . 20 3 .

4. I bid . , Vol .3, p .264 .

5. Ibid. , Vol.2 , p.224.
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Rugby School: An i l lustrat ion , dating from 1842, o f "Uppe r Bench" ,
formerly Dr . Arnold 's form room , and used for t e a ch i n g a nd as a
c lassical l i bra r y by him; this libr a ry , opened a r ound 1820,
s upplement e d t he later Temple Reading Room co l lection . (From C.W.
Radclyffe , Memorials of Rugby , (Rugby, 1842».



133

eu q b y Schoo l : l\ ninete enth cen tury v i ew of the Temp le Reading Rco m • ..vh i c !
ope n e d i n the 1830 s , when i t hous ed t he mai n scho o l li b rary . Th e rOO !Ji

ab o v e i t , originall y des i g ne d a s a mu s eum , i s shown in the second
oho t .oq raph a s i t \"'M; l a st c e ntu r y ; t oday t his r o o m f o r ms t h e uppe r t- e ~"lC't J w.'

-oom o f t h e en large d s choo l l ibr a r y . ( Fro m: Rugby School )
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most ho us es ·each boy wa s requ~red to pay a s mal l amount i n order to

provide new books a nd bind old .ones.1 The house librarie s at Rugby ,

which the Head Mast er claimed were us ed " c on s t.antLyv , 2 were also

. subscription libr aries , mana ged by the sixG~ form boys , but acce ss~

i b l e to all . 3

Despite t he cla i m t hat the l i br a r y at Rugb y was heavily us ed ,

fo rme r pupi ls o f several o f t hese s chool s , when ques tioned by the

Clarendon Commissioners , admi t ted tha t the y did little general r e ad.

i ng . A former pupil of Rugb y f e lt that t here was "not much t ime f o r

private r eadi ng" at the school , and that the boys spent what t i me

t here was available in r e ading novels . 4 The Classical Master at St .

Pa ul.' s School , in responding to a question about t he l ack of inte res t

shown in the French l i b r a r y , a lso c l a i me d t hat t he boys "had no t much

s p ar e time . Our great want he r e is time . "S An Old Etonian ques -

tioned f elt that mos t of the boys of t hat s chool "read not hing at all

except novels and books o f t ha t sor t " , pa r t i c u l a r l y cheap nove l s ,

ofte n in railway editions . 6 A di sgrunt led former mas ter a t Eton

comp lai ned t wenty years l ater that Etoni ans were "ir r e t ri e.vabl y

unintellectual. They know little , they hate books . " 7 Some people

who appeared before t h e commissioners spoke o f the nee d for more

i ,

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

I b i d . , Vo l . 4 , p .lS3 .

I bi d . , Vol . 4 , p. 266.

Ibi d . s , Vol. 2, p . 309.

I bi d . , vei .». p . 302 .

I bid. , VolA, p .SS .

6 . I bid . , Vol.3 , p .249 . "Ra i.Lway editions " were cheap edi t i ons of
popul a r novel~often on poor quality paper and with lurid cover s ,
de signed to attract the les s discerning buyer (particular ly the
tra·veller) •

7 . H.S. Salt , " Con f e s s i.on s of an Et a n Master ", Ni nete enth Century ,
17(1885 ) , p .179.
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library provision than currently existed as a way of remedying this

situation. A former Second Master at Westminster School stated that

there was "much needed a library for the boys' own use, to which

they might have access at all ti.mes, and to be themselves keepers of

it, containing books of reference, historical and some scientific

works which should thus offer encouragement to the studious boys and

fill up spare time profitably."r The Head Master there also thought

that additional library accommodation was desirable, particularly if

it could be "fitted up properly" and did not have to be used for

other purposes as well. 2 Sir John Taylor Coleridge suggested improve-

ments to the College Library at Eton,3 inclUding the appointment of a

sub-librarian who would be there constantly; others felt that that

library should be more widely accessible, particularly to members of

the teaching staff. 4

Popular late nineteenth century school stories, written by

authors who had themsel~es been at public .schools in the mid-

nineteenth century, or who had been masters at them, tend to reflect

the view of those former pupils who told the Clarendon Commission

that libraries played an unimportant role in these schools.

Frederick Farrar, who had been a schoolmaster at Harrow in 1855, wrote

a boys' school story three years later, Eric,o~·Little ·by Little,

which exemplifies this. Eric, ~n disgrace after a misdemeanour, is

allowed to sit with a master in the school library at "Roslyn School";

1. England. Department of State. Public ·Schools ·Commis s i on , Public
Schools and Colleges, Vol.2, p. 78.

2.

3.

4.

Ibid. , Vol. 3 , p .436.

Ibid. , Vol. 3 , p.197.

Ibid. r Vol. 3 , p.205.
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I...!J

An illustration by George Cruikshank from a mid-nineteenth century
school story, showing the careless disregard for books of which some
of the witnesses before the Clarendon Commission complained. (From
F.E. Smedl ey , Frank Fairlegh, or Scenes from the Life of a Private
Pupil, published in 1850).
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otherwise it does ' not appear to be open to him. l And the boys are

pictured amusing themselves in t he dormitories "by reading novels or

making a r ow". 2 Rudyard Kipl ing's well-known school story, Stalky

,and Co. , i s set i n the school Kipling himself attended , the united

Services College , Westward Ho, Devon . lfuile this was not a

Clarendon Commission school, the life described in it closely

reflects t hat in~ public schools . A young man named Beetle , as

editor of the school magazine , is a llowed to use the Headmaster 's

"br own.:.obound , tobacco-scented library" ; there; appears to have be en

no other in the school to which the boys had any access. 3 On the

other hand, Charlotte M. Yonge, in The Daisy Chain, a novel for

children written in the 1860s, described a library at "Stoneborough

Grammar School" which had , according to one of the boys, "Everything

~n it that one wants" , and from which the boys were free to bprrow

books . 4 While this book is a work o f fiction , and the school

1 . Frederick William Farrar, Eric , or , Little by Little,
(f a cs i mi l e edn, New York, 1977) , p .119 .

2. Ibid. ,p.84 .

3. Rudyard 'Kipl ing , Stalky and Co. , (London , 1899) , pp.217-218 .
The contents of this library are described:

~here were scores and scores of 'anc i e nt dramatists;
there were Hakluyt , his voyages; French translations
of Muskovite authors called Pushkin and Le rmont o f f ;
l i t t l e tales of a heady and bewildering nature, i nter
spersed with unusual songs - Peacock was the writer's
name; there was Borrow I s Lavengro; an odd theme I

purpor ting to be t r ans l a t i on of s ome t h i ng called a
"Ruba i ya t" , which t he Head said was a poem not yet
come to its own; there were hundreds of volumes of
verse - Crashaw; Dryden; Alexander Smith ; L.E.L .;
Lydia Sigourney; Fletcher and a purple island; Donne;
Marlowe's Faust; and - this made McTurk (to whom
Bee t le conveyed it) sheer drunk for three days 
Ossian; The Ea r thy Paradise; Atlanta in Calydon;
and Rosetti - t o name only a few .

4 . Charlotte M. Yonge, The Daisy Chai~, ( f acs i mi l e edn, London ,
1977) , p.191.
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described an imaginary one, the author was familiar with the

internal organisation of schools like those about which she wrote.

However she does not ever suggest that the library, though it was

freely accessible, played an important role in the school, or everr

in .t he school life of her heroes, despite the fact that they were

generally readers. 1

By the late nineteenth century many of the libraries in the

public schools had both grown considerably and been more thoroughly

organised. In l882 .when a · catalogue of Charterhouse School Library

1. While boarding establishments for girlS were common in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, they were fewer in number
than the boys' schools, smaller, lasting for a shorter time, and
with fewer resources and facilities. They were also more
limited and less ambitious in their aims. "A typical one might
be kept by a widowed or maiden gentlewoman,who boarded in her
ample house ten or twelve girls of mixed ages, superintended
their manners and morals, taught them needlework and house
wifery, and engaged, at the cheapest rate, visiting masters to
give lessons .i n French, writing, music and dancing". John
Lawson and Harold Silver, A Social History of Education in
England, (London, 1973), p.208. Some, like the Abbey School at
Reading which Jane Austen attended, gained some repute and
lasted two or three· decades. Jane Austen used her own school
experience in describing Mrs. Goddard's school in Emma,
published in 1816. It was "a real, honest, old-fashioned
boarding-school, where a reasonable quantity of accomplishments
were sold at a reasonable price, and where girls might be sent
to be out of the way and to scramble themselves into a little
education, without any danger of coming back prodigies. Mrs.
Goddard's school was held in high repute •.·.she had an ample
house and garden, gave the children plenty of wholesome food ..• " ~

but educational resources were apparently few. Jane Austen,
Emma, (Harmondsworth,1973), p.52. With the opening of the
universities to women in the second half ·of the nineteenth
century, and the foundation of schools like Cheltenham Ladies'
College (1853), Queen's COllege (1848), and the high schools of
the Girls' Public Day School Trust (from 1872), a form of
secondary education began to be provided for girlS which more
closely resembled in curriculum, organisation, and library pro
vision, the boys' public schools and grammar schools. D. Beale,
"The History of the College"; The ·Cheltenham Ladies' College
Magazine, (February 1880), pp.54-62.
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wa s pub l ishe d ! there were app r oxi ma t e l y 3752 books in the library.

The catal o gue was a substanti a l volume a r ranged alphabet ical l y with

author, title, and s ub jec t e nt r ies in the one s equence ; e n t r ies

incl uded information about autho r , title, number o f volumes i n the

work, s ize , and place ·and date of publication. Reflecting t he

s chool curriculum, much of the collection s t i l 12 cons i s t e d of

class ical works in th~ o r igi na l languages and ~n translation

t oge t her wi t h La t i n and Greek grammars and l e xicons; but there were

works i n French , a lar ge col lect i on of the cl assics of English

lit e r ature in prose and ve r s e , h i stori cal works (especially clas s i c -

a l hi story, Engli sh hi s t ory , church hi s t ory a nd b iography) , t r avel ,

loomoi rs , and archaeology . The last three cat egor ies particularly

r ep r e sen t the general ·re ading interests o f the l ate nineteenth

century English gentleman . T.le l i b r a r y a l so i ncluded a f ew

s cien t i fi c works and book s on app l i ed s cience a nd e ngi neer i n g , and

some title s related to t he new discipline of economi cs , one o f which

was J .E .T. Rogers ' commentary on Adam Smith' s Wealth of Nations ,

p ub l i she d in 1869 . The lib r ary was i ntended also to cater t o the

r e creational r e ading needs of the bOYS , not on l y with non -fiction

but a lso with the works of nineteenth cent u r y novelists, parti cul ar-

ly Si r Walter Scott , Anthon y Trollope , and Charle s Kingsley.

Publ ished catalogues of othe r schoo l librarie s a t about this time

a l so illus trate the wi dening o f the school cur r i c ul um to i nc l ude

history , economi cs , and scien t i f i c s ub j e c ts , a nd the increasi~g

1 . Char te r house School, Catalogue of the School Library,
(Godalming, 1882) . With "Addenda De cember 1884 ." .

2 . In the Clarendon Report · of 1864 t he He ad Mas ter had des c r ibed a
l i bra ry of "phi lol ogica l and clas s i cal works " . Engl and.
Depa r tme n t o f Sta te . Public Schools ·Commi s s i on , Public Schoo l s
and Col leges , Vo l .2 , p .2 24 .
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t rend of s chool libraries both to supply r e creational reading and

t o ac t ual l y promote the r eading of quality f i ction i n order to

e s t ab l ish a "r e adi n g habit" in children .

' The endowed s chools and grammar schools, including the public

school s , with which we have been de a ling up to this stage , tended to

be free to make their own de cisions in library mat t e r s at a s chool

l evel , independently o f any 'outside authority apa r t from their own

t rus t ee s o r governor s . So while there i s a general trend evi de nt

i n t he nineteen t h cent ury towards l a r ge r libr ari e s , with bookstock

r efl ecting the broadening of the grammar s choo l curricul um,open to

an i ncreasi ng proportion of the school ' s popul a t i on , and more

thoroughly organis ed , ,t hi s trend was evi de n t ' i n different institu

t i on s a t di fferent t imes . 'and there is at anyone time a wide

divergence between ot he rwise comparable institutions . We now go on

t o deal ,vi eth .t h e various kinds of e lementary schools which were

ava i lable in eighte enth century England. While some of these were

organ ised by individua ls, most were provided by central organisations.

Such organisations, particularly thos e concerned to provide inexpen 

s i ve e ducation for the lower classes , had a t endency towards a

degre e o f s t anda r di s ation and un iformity altogether ab sent in the

grammar and public schools.

Se ve r a l different type s of e lementary e duca t i on were available

in Eng land in the e i gh teen t h cent ury , many of'which survived well

into the nineteenth century . The "dame s chool", usually kept by an

elderly woman who char ged a f ee of a few pence a week for each

pupil , t aught smal l chi l dren the basics of reading. Between t we l ve

and t h i rty children a t tended each of the se schools" generally in the
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house of the dame, where books and other resources were few. 1

Some older children received an elementary educa t i on in the common

day school, or private day school. While not all of these were

inefficient, the master was often a man who had failed at other,

1. H.C. Barnard, A History of English Education from 1760, (2nd
edn, London, 1961), pp.2-3. An attractive dame school is
described by Charles Kingsley in the children's book The Water
Babies, (London, 1886), p .61:

.•. there sat by the empty fire-place, which was filled with a
pot of sweet herbs, the nicest old woman that was ever seen,
in her red petticoat, and short dimity bedgown, and clean
white cap .•.At her feet sat the grandfather of all the cats;
and opposite her sat, on two benches, twelve or fourteen
neat, rosy, chubby little children, 1eaocning their Chris-cross
row [i.e. the first reading l esson from the hornbook]; and
gabble enough they made about it ... Such a pleasant cottage it
was •••

More than a century earlier, in 1765, the author of The History
of Little Goody Two-Shoes, a didactic novel for children, had
painted a similarly attractive picture of a dame schooL

The room was large, and as she [the teacher] knew, that Nature
intended that children should be always in Action, s he placed
her different Letters, or Alphabets, all round the School so
that everyone was obliged to get up to fetch a Letter, or to
spell a Word, when it came to their Turn; which not only kept
them in Health, but fixed the Letters and Points firmly in
their Minds ...Mrs. Margery, you must know, was very humane and
compassionate; and her Tenderness extended not only to all
Mankind, but even to all Animals .••

From [John 'Ne wbe r y ] , The History of Little Goody Two-Shoes,
(Part 2, facsimile edn, New York, 1977), pp.67-68. Another
pleasant dame school was described by Charlotte M. Yonge in the
1860s in 'The Daisy Chain, (facsimile edn, New York, 1977), pp.
350-351. In this work the priva'tely-supported dame school is
pictured as being 'supe r i o r t o the nearby national school.

A very different picture of the dame school, however, is pre
sented by the poet George Crabbe in The Borough, Letter 24,
(1810) :

To every class we have a school assignrd,
Rules for all ranks and food for every mind;
Yet one there is, that small regard to rule
Or study pays, a nd s t i l l is deemed a school :
That, where a deaf, poor, patient widow sits,
And awes some thirty infants as she knits;
Infants of humble, ' busy wives, who pay
Some trifling price for freedom through .the day.
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Children using s i mple p rimer s in a dame school o f the nineteenth
c e n t u r y . \fuil e the c h i ldren look we ll - c a r e d f o r . the e d uca t ional
f acili t i e s i n evidence a re few i nde e d. The i l l us t r a t i o n, '''I11e
Schoo lmis t ress ", is by J . Coles aft er 1'. whee t.I e v . (From John La wson
a nd Harol d Silvc r , A socia l His tor y of Education in Engl und, ( Lo ndon,
1~n3 ) , p . 240) .
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The title page and frontispiece of the eighteenth century children's
nove l Little ' GoodY ' Two ~Shoes , fi r st published in 1765 , s howing the
young lady who' through her own e ffor t s became the suc cessful mistress
of her own school .
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employmen t .! The dame school and the common day s chool pr ovided a

r udimentary education for the children of those who could a fford t o

pay t he f ees , and though the 'weekly charge was a very small one ,

stil l the children of a very l arge proportion of t he population we~e

exc l uded . Some free educa tion for the very poor was provided by t he

. s chool s of ·industry; often these schools were open only to workhouse

chi ldr en . While such schools were establ ished by voluntary effort ,

t he goods' produced by the boys and girls a s they l earnt a t rade were

s old to he lp pay mai n tenance costs . 2 Much of the i ns t ruc t i on was in

the pr actica l aspects of a trade; apar t from being t aught to read

the children received li t tle instructi on from books , which we re very

s carce in t hese schools . Another form of elementary education for

the poor was ' p rovided by the Sunday s chools , particularly for ch i l -

c.ren who worked during t he week . A great numbe r of children , howeve~

r e mained unaffected by this educ a t ional provision .

The deve lopment of educat i on on a national sca l e was one of the

features o f the s oc ial history of England i n the nine teenth century ,3

this national provision growing out of the charity schools which had

1 . A.F . Fos t e r , Repo r t .. •on the State of Popular Education i n the
Mining Dist r i c t o f Durham and Auck land , Weardale , Penrith , and
Wigton~ i n the counti e s of Durha m and Cumbe rland , 1859, in
England . RoY~l Commissi on on the State of Popular Educat i on i n
England , Report , (Vol . 2 , London , 1861) , p.3 36. See a lso G.S .
Chalmers , Readi ng Ea sy 1800-50 : A s t udy o f the Teaching of
Reading , (London , 197 6), p .18 .

2 .' Rul es for the Government o f the Schoo l of Industry , f or Sixty
Poo r Gi r l s , a t BambLirgh Castle , with the Addi tiona l Rules fo r
Boarde rs , a nd the Forms of Praye r for t he i r us e , 1804 .
Reprinted i n G.W . Hogg and J .e . Tyson , Popular Education 1700
1870, (Ar ch i ves Teaching Units , No.4 ) , (Newcas tle-upon - Tyne ,
1969) . ' .

3 . G. Baron , Society , . 'School s and 'Pr ogr e s s i n England , (Oxfo r d ,
1965) , p . 14 .
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The title page of one of the Cheap Reposi tory Tr acts , showing a
benevol~nt visi tor t o a n i neteenth century Sunday s chool handing out
b ooks t o the pupils . The very p r im appearance o f the s e girl s in
thei r specially provide d clothing would have contraste d wi th that of
the new arrivals . (From: Gil l i an Avery .. Childhood ' s Pattern ,
(Leice ster, 1975) , P .GO) . .
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existed from the late seventeenth century.l Humanitarianism and

religious motives had provided the early impetus for the development

of these schools. Having been jolted by the French Revolution, the

governing classes in England began to feel that some formal ed!1-

cation for the lower classes would prove a safeguard against mob

rule, and would combat vice, irreligion, and subversive tendencies

among the poor. 2 These people were to be "taught to live upright

and industrious lives in that station of life unto which it should

please God to call them".3 However, many problems, including

financial and staffing :problerns, were encountered in the provision

of popular education on a large scale. one solution was the moni-

torial system, well in keeping with the e conomic and industrial

ideas of the time, which was developed to provide inst~ction for

large groups of children under one master. This system was developed

by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Ball and by Joseph Lancaster, who advocated

schemes which, though similar in conception, differed in detail and

particularly in their approach to religious education. Lancaster

advocated religious education which was not distinctive of any

particular denomination, a concept which alienated the Established

Church,4 Rivalry developed between the supporters of the two men as

a ·r e s u l t . In 1811 those who supported Andrew Bell's ideas formed

the National society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the

Principles of the Established Church, The supporters of Lancaster

1. Barnard, English Education from ·1760, p.5.

2. !~id., p.5.

3. Ibid., p.5.

4. Michael Sanderson, "The National and British School Societies
in Lancashire 1803-1839: the roots of Anglican supremacy in
English Education", in i'.G. Cook (ed.), Local Studies and the
History of Education-,-(London, 1972),p.l.
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Claph a m Sc ho o L, b u i 1 t in 18 10, an d co n d uc te d "o n the 5 1' S t e rn . . .
inve nted by And r -ew Bel l " , wi. t h mon ito rs t .ea c h i.nq g roups o f c hildr e n
under t h e aupe r v.i s Lon o f the master . (Fro m J ohn La ws on and H;;1l:0 1d
S i lver , 1\ Social History of Ed u c a t ion in Engl a nd. ( Lo ndo n, 19 7 3) I

p . 27 6) .
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had previously f o r me d the Royal Lancasterian As sociation, which in

1815 became the British and Foreign School Society . Both s o c i e t i e s ,

a iming as they did to encour a ge and as sist the, growth of schools ,

were, wi th the ir "national" or elemen tary schools, ltthe principal

agencies for the provi sion of popul~r e duca t i on for many years t o

cornell .1

In the second hal f o f the nineteenth century the number of b ooks

and librari es i n elementary schools a nd in Sunday schools in England

i ncrca s ed , as they had i n the grammar schools . From 1831 the Society

for the Promotion of Chr ist i an Knowl edge (S.P.C. K.) had been f orming

l ending libr ari es in na tional and parochial school s , by cha r gi ng a

s ubscr i p t ion o f s ixpence a year f o r each child and by establ ishment

book grants o f 15 , paid on the co ndi t i on that a n equa l sum was raised

by each schoo1,2 By 1835 the S . P . C. K. had established 2438 libraries

in schoo l s in England , and thirty-three in wales,3 whi ch it was hoped

woul d be "the means (w,i.th God's grace) o f checking the c i rculati on of

infidel and immoral p ub l i c'a t i ons".4 In 1832 the Religious Tract

Society (R. 'r. S . ) issued an addre s s to the publi c "on t he s ub ject o f

the formation of libra ries fo r schools , both day and Sunday s chools ,,;5

in t he s ame yea r it,too,began a scheme of l ibr a ry gr ants. 6 Many of
;; ~. .

1 . Hogg and Tyson , Popul ar Edu cation 1700-1870, p .4.

2. , W.O.B. Allen a nd Edmund McClure , Two Hundr ed Years : The Hi story
o f t he Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge , (London , 1898)
p.l54 } •

3 . I bid. , p.156.

4 . Durs ley Pa rochial and School Le nd ing Libra r y , Catalogue 'o f t he
Dursley Parochial 'and 'Schoo l Lending 'Li b r a r y , (Dursley, 1857) ,
p .3 .

5. Great Br ita i n . Select Committ ee on Publi c Librari e s; ' Re por t ,
(London , l 849} , p.168 , q .2654 .

6 . Alec Ellis, A Hi s t ory of Chi l dren 's Readi ng and Literature ,
(Oxford, 1963 ) , p . 39 .
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the s choo l libr aries support ed by these t wo o r gani sat i ons were

developed fo r use in curricular act ivity in .the school , like t hat at

Abbey Stre e t s chool in Bethnal Green , London , where the book s we r e

us ed f or reference i~ general c lassroom ac~ivity , a nd int~grated

i nto the pattern of instruction . 1 Othe r libraries were provided

chiefl y fo r l e i s u r e r eading . ' Though established by r eli gious

organisations , t he s e scho?l l ibrarie s did no t r estrict the ir contents

to religious ma t erial; in f act the r ange of s ub j e ct s covered in the

library collect ions was ,often extensive . The S . P . C.K. i t s elf

s uppl ied a range of general works2 s pons or ed by i t s Commi t tee of

Gene ral Li t e r a t ure, 3 and while t he R. T.S . did no t , i t had no ob jec -

tion to s uitable se c ular works "o f a mora l o r s c ienti f ic character"

being placed in the libr a rie s it s upported. 4

The f i gures quoted above for the establishment of school

l ibraries i n e lemen t a r y s chools in the ear l y pa r t of the nineteenth

' ce nt ur y i ndica t e t hat such l i braries were becoming common by 1849 .
, '

The Bishop o f ,London in 1834 had sai d t hat t here were " f r eque nt l y"

libraries a ttached to Na t i onal Soc i ety schools ; 5 in 1832 there were

at l e ast 3058 National Society s choo ls in a t otal of 6 730 Church

school s . 6 But 'to what extent wer e t he s e librarie s servi ng the needs

of the whole school population? The S.P.C. K. in 1835 publ ished a

gover nment return showing t hat , the number o f ch i l dren r eceiving

1. I bid . , p. 40 .

2. The 1839 "Account o f t he Society " , published in part in Allen
and McClure , Two Hundred 'Yea r s , p.195.

3 . Ibid., p . 154, p .192 , p .195 .

4 . El l is , A History o f 'Chi l dr en ' s 'Rea di ng and Lite r a ture , p .39.

5 . P .P . 183 4( 572), Lx , q . 1243 .

6 . H. J. Burge ss, Ente rpris e 'i n Educatic n , (London, 1958) , p . 43 .
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ins t ruc tion i n week - day s c hoo ls o f all s or t s was 671,243 in

19 ,645 schools , Thi s was out o f a t otal ,popul a t i on i n Engl a nd

a nd Wales o f 13, 897 ,187 (1831 figures).l

TABLE IV

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 'I N ENGLAND AND WALES , '18352

In f ant a nd Sunday s choo l s Populat i on
da i l y s choo l s i n 1831

School s Scho lars School s Scho lars

England 18 , 997 647 , 03 4 9687 974 ,634 13 ,091 ,005

Wal es 648 24 , 909 1598 148 , 763 , 806 , 1 32

Tot als , 19 , 645 671 , 243 11 , 285 1,123 , 397 , 13 ,89 7 , 187

The same re tur n ga ve t he number o f week - da y s chools t o whi ch

lib r a r i e s we r e a t t ached as 243 8 , in England a nd thirty - thr ee i n Wales ,3

The s e f igur es t he refore indica t e that on l y 12. 83% of s uch s chool s in

Eng l a nd and f i ve percent in Wa l es had l i b r arie s in 1835 . Many

childrenrhoweve r~were not a t s chool , a s t he S . P .C .K . figures show, 4

s o t ha t thes e l i bra ries served a very s mall proportion of the 't o t a l

school-a ge populat ion . '

1. Al l en a nd HcClure , Two Hund r e d Years , p . 155 .

2. Table from Allen a nd HcClur e , Two Hundred Years , p . 155 .

3 . Ibi d. , p . 15 6 .

4 . J ame s Hole , i n an e s s ay on t he Pre s ent State o f 'Education
amongst t he Work ing Cl a s s e s o f Leeds and How i t Can Best Be
Improve d , wr i tten i n 1860, ma i ntaine d that one o f t he reasons for
l ow a t tendance wa s the e a r l y a ge at which chi l dren wer e r emoved
f rom s chool. In 1859 "ne arly ni ne-t en t hs of t he chi l dr e n o f t he
working clas s e s s tay a t school only about t hree ye a rs and a r e
t hen s e n t ou t t o t he i r work i n l ife " . W.A . Munfo r d , 'Penny 'Rat e ,

'As pe c t s of Briti s h 'Publ i c ,Li b r a r y Hist o ry ; '1850 - 1950 , (Londo n,
1951 ) , p . 13 9 .
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Both t he S .P .C .K . a nd t h e R. T . S . c onti nued to a s s i st t he f or ma-

tion of librar ies i n schools a f ter 18 35 , by 1849 when the Corres-

ponding Se cret a ry ga ve evide nce before t he Select Committee on Pub l i c

Librar i es , his Socie t y a lone had establ i s hed a furthe r 3108 .

·l i b r a r i e s . 1 In addi t ion , the R. T.S. ha d grant e d , be tween 1847 and

1849, 182 lib r ari e s t o schoolmas ters in e l emen t a ry schools . These

col lections "consi s t e d p r incipa l ly o f bibl ical , his t orical an d

scient ific wor ks , to assist t hem in imp arting ins truction t o t he

chi ldren commi t ted t o their care ...2 The influence o f t hese

l i b rar i e s was probably not gr eat , since as l ate a s 1852 s ixty per -

c en t o f t he chi ldren o f Engl and and Wales bet ween the ages o f t hree

a nd f i f t e en were not a t a s c hool , a nd o f t he two mil l ion who t hen

r ecei ved a formal e duca t i on , f orty-two percen t were in attendance

for l e s s than o ne year . 3 So while t he R. T .S . alone spen t about

~17 , 09 4 on scho ol libr arie s t o 1849,4 the vas t majori t y o f children

were stil l wi t hout acce s s to a ny books through t he s c hoo l s f or home

r e ading, i f they did ' a c t ua l l y l e arn t o r ead.

School libra r i e s establ i she d by the ·R . T.S . genera l ly began wi th

one hundr e d to two hundr e d volumes. 5 One o f the first two ! nspec t -

o r s o f s chools , Seymour Tre me nheere , r e ferred .to a n e l e ment a ry

s choo l in .London which had 195 pupi ls on the da y of his inspection

1. Gr e at Britain . Se l e c t Committee on Pub l ic Libraries , Report ,
p. 16 9 , q. 2661.

2 . Ibid .

3 . Al e c El lis , Li b r a r y Se rvice s ' f or 'Yo ung peoplein 'En gland and
Wale s , 1830-1 970 , (Oxfo r d, 1971), p. 7 .

4. Great Bri tain . Se l ect Committee on Publ ic Lib raries .. Repo r t ,
p.169, q .2661 a nd q . 266 7.

5. · I bi d . , p . 168 , .q . 2656 .
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in 184 2, who had access to a librar y of onl y seven t y vo lumes . !

Howe ve r school lib ra rie s in t he Midlands averaged col l e ctions o f

214 vo lumes at this t ime . 2 There were other s even l arger . An

unidentified Engl ish schoolmaster in t he columns o f Papers for a

Schoolmaste r i n 1852 de s cribed his schoo l libra ry colle c tion of

"more t han s i x ' hundre d vo lumes " , 3 while Durs ley Paro ch i al School

Library had more than 55 0 volumes five ye a r s l ater . 4

The l e nding lib r a r y o f St . Mary Redc l i f f , now part o f Br is t ol ,

had 247 book s when i t s catalogue was p ub l i s hed i n 1861 . 5 The book

collection of this subscription lib r ary was kept a t the Boys '

Nationa l School, where it was made a va i l abl e to bor rowers for half

an hour on Monday morn ings . Though t he co l lection contained many

works p ub l i shed by the R. T .S . and par ticular ly by the S .P . C. K. , on

t heology , t r a ve l s, biogr aphy, and history , i t had apparently a l ways

bee n intended p r i marily as a libra ry fo r recreationa l r ea ding. Of

the books in this l i b rary , thi r t y -five per cent we re fiction . On l y

nine pe rce nt were clas s ified as "Rel i g i o n ll
, t hough "a ~ew books

lis t ed under :'Biography " we r e lives of r e ligious l eaders , and some

listed under "History" were chur ch histories . The Table below gives

an analysis of 'the co l l ection .

1 . Gre a t Bri tain . Committ e e o f Counci l on ,Education , Minutes
1842-3 , (London , 184 3) , p . 477 .

2. El l is , Lib r a ry Servi ces for Young Peopl e , p . 6 .

3 . Quo t ed from the September 185 2 iss ue of Papers f or a School
maste r by B.C . Bl oomfield , "School Libr a ries i n the Nineteent h
Ce nt ury " , Library Association Record , 68(1966), p.17 .

4 . Durs ley Parochi a l and Schoo l Lending Library; 'Ca t a l ogue , p.3 .

5 . St . ,Mary Redc l i ff , Ca-t a logue of ' t he Lending 'Li b r a r y of St . Mary
Redc l i f f , (Bris t ol, 1861).
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TABLE V

THE LIBRARY OF ·ST; ·MARY REDCLI FF , 1861 1

.Type .o f; book . Numbe J;" %

Religi on 22 8 .9
His·ce l lane ous information 14 5 .66
Hi s tory 22 8 .9
Biography 31 12 . 55
Trave l s 25 10 .12
Hagazines 45 18. 21
Tales (i.e . Fi ction) 88 35 . 62

Tota l 247

A rathe r l a r ge r school l i brary was the par ochial and s cho ol

l ending l i b r ary at Durs1ey . This ha d been es t abl ishe d in the ea r l y

1830s wi t h 220 volumes; by 1857 it h ad mo r e than 550 volumes , some

o f whi ch had been s upp lied by the S .P .C .K . 2 Chi l dren who attended

the par ish s choo l , and the ir paren t s , r ece ived a copy of the pub -

l i s hed l i b r a ry catalogue on payment o f a twopence joining f e e ;

thereafte r e ach f ami l y o f borrower s paid a one penny s ubscripti on

month l y . Other people co u l d a lso use the libra r y , t ho ugh they had to

pay a double r a te subscr iption . Ca t a l o gues pub lished i n 1857, 1864

with addenda in 1866 , and 1871 , show the gr owth of the l i brary to a

collection o f more than a thousand volumes. They also show the

development of the libr a ry from one which was primarily religious ,

wi th 32.6% of i ts co l l e c t i on consisting o f theological an d devotiona l

works in 1857 , and only 12 . 7% of works of f i c t i on , to a more general

l ibrary even by 1864 , when re l igious works compris ed onl y 18 . 5% of

the collection and fic tion 23 . 7% . The Tabl e which fo l lows wi l l show

1. Tab l e compi l ed from: S t . Mary Redc l i ff; Cat a l ogue of t he Lendi ng
Libra r y o f St ; Mary ·Redc li ff , (Br i s t o l ; 1861) .

2. Dursley Pa r ochial and Schoo l Lending .Li b r a r y , Catalogue , pass i m.
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this trend in more "detail .

"TABLE "VI

"DURSLEY PAROOlI AL "AND SCHOOL LIBRARyl

Type of Book col lection "i n "1857 " "Col l ec t i on "i n 1864

Number "o f "bo oks % "Numbe r o f "books %

Religion 20 7 36 .2 149 18 .5
Poetry 7 1. 22 11 1. 4

"Hi s t or y a nd Biogr aphy 93 16. 29 165 20 . 6
Natural Sc ience 46 8 . 0 5 75 9 . 35
Travels 65 11.3 84 10 .5
Tale s (Le. Fiction ) 73 12 . 7 190 23 . 7
Miscellaneous 80 14.1 1 28 15.9

To t als " 571 802

Many o f the works l i s t ed under "Hi s t o r y and Biography", "mor e than a t

St . Mary Redcliff, were in f act church or mission historie s, o r the

b i ogr aph i e s o f chur ch l e ader s or mi s sionaries , and some o f thos e

l i s t e d under "Tr avel" were s t o r i es o f mi ssionary j ourneys . Ne ver t hc -

l e s s the t rend towards more ge ne r a l r e ading materials , particularly

works On nat~ral science , voyages and travels , and f iction , is appa r -

e nt i n this library .

COnsiderable a t tent ion was given to the organisation o f the se

school libraries , though i t was no t until 1892 that a standard manual

for Sunday s chool and week~day s chool libraries was pr epared by Thomas

Gre enwood . I ncluding a list of r e commended books , together with

"hints on management" , i t was ba sed o n the work of the "R.T .S. , t he

1. Tabl e comp i l e d from: " Dur s l ey "; "Ca t a l ogue o f "t he "Dursley
"Pa r ochi a l and School Le nd i n"g Library, (Dursley , 185 7) , and
Dursley ; Catalogue of t he Durs l ey "Parochial and School Lending
Library , (Dur s l ey, 1864) .
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S.P.C . K., and the Sunday School Union . I The books in the lnid-

cent ur y librarie s wer e usuall~given a running number by which they

we r e identified and s he l ved. A catalogue wa s prepa r ed , and often

printed , as at Dursley and St . ·Mar y Redcliff, so ·t ha t each subscriber

~ould have a copy . Other ca t a l o gue s · were merely hand-written in

r e gi s t e r s. A l etter to ·Papers ·f or the Schoo l mas t e r i n July 18522

de s cribed such a cata loguing s ys t e m, where books were e nt e red twice ,

once i n number orde r , a s in a shelf list , and on ce in an a l phabe t i ca l

listing by titl e . The same ano nymous corresponde nt descr i bed an e ve n

simpler cat a l ogue i n a country s choo l , where the names and numbers o f

the book s wer e written on a l a r ge sheet o f paper and pasted to a

board. 3 Va r ious i t ems of library station e r y were p r epa r ed a nd sold

by the voluntary soc i eties which suppo r t ed s chool l i b r a r i e s: the

Church of England Sunday Schoo l I ns t i tut e, of London , fo r ins t ance ,

printed and sol d a "Li b r a r y Regist e r Book " whi ch co ul d be used as a

bor rowing register in week- day schools ; another was printed and dis -

tributed b y the S . P . C.K . ~ Corre spondence in t he Papers for the

Schoo l mas t e r between ~mrch and September 1852 on the s ub ject of t he

most eff i c i e nt fo rm o f borr owing r egister showed that many people in .

charge o f l i br ar i e s had att empted to gr appl e wi t h the prob l e m of the

o r ganis ation of borrowing and t he control" o f scook , some e ven design-

ing their own r e gisters . S Somet i mes t he .libr arie s were organised and

1 . Thomas Greenwood; S unday -S chool and Vi l lage ·Li b r a r i e s , (London,
1892) •

2. pp . 121 - L22 .

3 . · Papers f or ·t he ·Schoo l ma s t e r , 2 (1852), pp .121-122 .

4 . B.C . Bloomfield , "School Libr aries in the Nineteenth Century" ,
Libr ary Ass ociation Reco rd , 68(1966) , p . 16 .

5. nsra., pp .16-18 .
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controlled by a schooln~ster who acted as librarian;l sometimes the

responsibility was delegated to .pupil teachers. 2 At Dursley the

librarian was the Rector of the parish, assisted by the curate and

the Master and the Mistress of the church schools. 3 The 1849 Report

of the Select Committee on Public Libraries indicates that often in

smaller centres the library was simply placed "wherever persons

[were] found disposed to superintend them. ,,4 The religious societ-

ies hoped that those people who took charge of the books would be

"sufficiently respectable" men, trustworthy, sympathetic to the aims

of the society, and willing to do the work without pay.S It was also

hoped that the librarian would be someone knowledgeable about books,

who could help the borrowers to· select suitable reading matter. 6

These week-day school libraries appear to have been well used.

In sixteen schools in the Midlands, with a total of 2204 pupils,

during a six-month period each child was estimated to have borrowed

two books. 7 Mr. William Jones, of the R.T.S., supplied the 1849

Select Committee on Public Libraries with a collection of letters

testifying to the "usefulness" of the book collections supplied by

that Society, particularly "the narratives •••preferred by the

children", which were "quite worn out;" with use, and "sermons in the

1. Great Britain. Select Committee on Public Libraries, !'Cport,
p.l71.

2. Papers ·f or the Schoolmaster, 2(1852), pp.170-l71.

3. Dursley Parochial and School Lending Library, Catalogue, p.5.

4. Great Britain. Select Committee on Public Libraries, Report,
p.168, q.2G57.

5. Ibid., p.112, q.1782, 1783.

G. Letter to Papers for ·theSchoolmaster, 2(1852), pp.12l-l22,
quoted by Bloomfield, "School Libraries in the Nineteenth
Century", p .16.

7. Ellis; Library Services ·f or Young People, p.G.
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form of trac t s " . 1 These libraries were used by both adults and

children , and Mr. Jones told of "men who have been in the habit of

spendin g the principal part of their Sundays in the public-house"

who now "returned their book with the promise , that if'the member

would continue to supply such reading, they would l eave off spending

the day in drunkenness and stay a t home and read". 2 He had other

touching stories too, including one about a very lame man who often

walked two miles to change his books, and who had read all of the

bnnks in the l i b r a r y near him. 3

Week-day schools , whether a ssociated wi~h the churches or other

voltmtary, organis ations, were not the only schools which pos s e s sed

libraries for the use of children - or adults. Many Sunday s choo l s

also co nt a i ned collections. The e a r l y Sunday s chools, as we ll as

imparting religious instruction, nearly a l ways had to undertake the

task of giving e lementary education , particulary when children and

young adults had to work during the week ., The only education,there-

fore , that many r ece ived was in the Sunday schools. 4 As it was

realis ed that when people h ad been taught to read, they needed books,

many Sunday schools began acquiring "little collections of books" ,

which they lent out for home reading . S The R.T .S . address to the

public on the establishment of libraries in 1832 referred as much to

their formation in the Sunday schools as i n the week-day schools ,6

1 . Gr e a t Britain. Se l ect committee on Public Libraries, Report,
p . l7l.

2. Ibid .

3. Ibid .

4. Greenwood,Sunday-School 'and 'Vi l l age Libraries, p . l .

5 . Ibid .

G. Great Britain . Se lect Committee on Public Libraries, Report,
p.lG8, q .2G54.
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r egarding as important the promotion of the cause of education in

the f orme r as well a s in the latter .1 ,

As wi th week-day school libraries. those i n Sunday s chool s

vari ed great l y in size and cont e n t . In London nearly e ve r y church

and chape l had a Sunday s chool library for the children . mos t of

them contai ning mate r ial o f a religio us charac t e r , though many also

i nclude d s ecular books o f voyages and t ravels and o the r works . 2 The

Wesley-Pl ace Sunday School a t Great Horton i n 1 862 ha d 33 3 books

i ncl ud i ng titles like Br iti s h Fish and Fishe r ies . Ancient Egypt.

Electrici ty , Julius Cae s ar , a s wel l as edi t ions of the Bible ,

c ommenta ries . Early Pie ty . a nd James J aneway 's A Token ' for Children:

Be i ng a n Exact Account o f the Convers i on , Holy and Ex emplary Lives ,

and Joyful Deaths , of Severa l Young Children . 3 a work typical of

thos e p roduce d from the l ate s eventeenth century onwards by wr i ter s

i n the Puritan tradition who a i me d simply to convert children and

l e ad them to Heaven . ~e Red Hi ll Sunday, Schoo l l i b r a r y. f ounde d

thirty-fi ve years ear l ier in 1815 . had in 1819 a tota l of 4 25 books .

which a lso included general wor ks of hi s tory . b i ography . travel. and

f iction . though a much gre a t er propor t ion of the library ' s co l lect i o n

was t heo logical o r a dmonitory. I t i ncluded a l a r ge numbe r of Pur itan

works for children such as Bur de r 's Ea rly Piety . Blair ' s Advice t o

Youth. and J ohn Cotton 's cate chism 'Sp i r i t ua l Milk f o r Bos t on Bab es .

1. Ellis . A History o f Childr en's Reading and Literature . p . 43 .

2 . Ibid .• p .43 .

3 . Great Horton . The Catalogue of Books in the Scho l ars ' Libr ary o f
We sley-Place Sun day School , Gr eat Horton , (Bradford, 1862) . The
J aneway book , A Token ' f or Ch i l dr e n ...• i s listed only b y brie f
t itle on page 8 of ~le catalogue . The reference t o the f ull
t itl e came from the 16 71 London e di t i on of the work . which was
r eprinted throu ghout the e i gh teen t h centur y and nineteenth
century .
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in Eithe r Eng land , d rawn from 'the 'Br e a s t s o f bo t h 'Te s t ament s for

Their Souls ' 'Nour i s hme n t ,. J This, book was p ub l ished f irst in

England in 1646 , and l ike J a neway' s , i t r emaine d in print fo r more

than two centuries .

Small collections were established in many Sunday school s for

the us e o f teache r s , many o f whom, wh i l e being ve ry enthus i a s t i c ,

wer e de f i c i ent in Bibli cal knowledge and somet imes not suf f i c ient l y

l i t e r a t e t o t e a ch chi ldren . 2 A good teachers ' colle ction would

i nclude books on particular s ub jects t aught a t t he schoo l , and a

selection of r eference books , generally bought through weekly or

mon t h l y s ubscr i p t i ons from the t e achers, allo cations from the school

fund , and donations from s uppo r ters . 3 A library o f this kind , con-

s is t i ng o f 360 volumes, was formed in 1850 a t the Hanover Squa r e

Sunday Sch ools in Newcastl e - upon - Tyne . 4 ' At Portmahon Bap t i s t Sunday

School, which had a l i b r ary of 36 2 vo l umes fo r the s cholars , there

was a lso a t ea chers' library o f 115 titles , i ncluding works on

1 . Red Hill, Ca t alo gu e o f t he Books , a l so t h e Rules belongi ng to
t he Red Hill Sunda y 'Schoo l Lib r ary , (Sheff ield, 1819).

2 . There i s some evi dence that t he tea che r s themselves l earnt a
great dea l ,t h r ough the Sunday s chool s . A corre s pondent to the
Pape r s fo r the Schoo l mas te r , 2 (18 52 ) , pp . 121 - 122 , q uo ted by
Bloo mf iel d , "Schoo l Libr aries in the Nineteenth Century " , p . 16 ,
commente d that " t wo o.f the Sunday Scho o l Teache r s , who we r e
dil i gent r eaders o f t he l i b r a ry book s , added thus so much to
their little stock o f k no wledge that they were competent to
e ngage i n a larger sphere o f l abour; one ha s be en trained at
one o f our e xcel lent Tr aining I ns t i tut i ons, and is now a certif
i cat e d mis t ress of a f lour ishing Infan t Schoo l . The other ,
after havi ng conduc t e d ,a mixed country school f o r some t i me ,
with much ,s a t i s f a c t i on t o t he Clergyman and his f amily , is about
t o be t rained , p revi ous to un dertaking a s t i l l mo r e i mportant
s chool which awa i ts her. 1I

3 . Ellis; 'A 'Hi s t o r y 'o f Children's Rea di ng 'and Lite r a ture , p .43 .

4. Ibid.
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theology, religious biography , co l l ections o f sermons , and teachers '

manuals. I The Wesle y-Pla ce Sunday School at Great Horton had a

teachers ' librar.l of 349 volumes in 1862 , including works on e duc a 

tion and teachi ng. 2. A witness to the Se l ect Committee on Pub lic

Librari es i n 1849 , who described ~he col l e ctions of purely .rel igious

books at Yarmouth , from whi ch vo lumes were lent on Sundays t o the

tea chers , 3 indicated that such l i bra r i e s in Sunday schools were , i n

fact , commo n . 4

It is probable that by the mid-nineteenth century , Sunday s chool

l i b r a r i e s both f or adults and childre n were i nde ed p l enti f ul . I n

1834 the Se cr e t a r y of the Sun day School un ion s tated that "i n nea r l y

a l l t he Sunday s chools t here a r e circulating l i b r a r i e s " for t he us e

of t he chi l dren , and often for parents a nd others as we l l.S A

s i mi l a r vi ew ha d already b een put forward by the National Soci ety in

a n Appendi x t o its Repo r t in 1831. Wher e Sunday schoo l l ibrar ies

· existe~ their i nfluence was potenti a l l y great in furthering the

e duca t i on of the three mil l ion childr en i n England and Wales who did

not attend day schooL Alec Elli s has commented that "i t would be

i mpos sible to determine to what e xt e nt Sunday s chool libr ari es we re

p r o vided for the us e of children " , 6 no ting that the p r e s ence o f s uch

1 . Portmahon , Catalogue ·of· t he ·Po r t mahon Baptist Sunday School
Library , (She f f i e l d , n .d. ) ..

2 . Great Horton , ·The Ca t alogue of Books i n t he Tea chers ' Library ,
Wesley-Place .Sunday School , ·Gr e a t Horton , (Bradfor d, 186 2) .

3 . Great Britain. Select Commi t t e e on Pub l i c Librar i e s , Repo rt ,
p .136 , q .2 l05.

4 . Ibid . , q .2l0l .

5 . P .P . 18 34( 572) , ix , q . 1243 .

6 . Elli s , A Hi story ·o f Ch i l dr e n ' s Readi ng and ·Li terature , p .43 .
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Single- and double - sided
bookcases sugges t ed for
Sunda y Sc hOo l Librari es
by Tnoma s Gree nwoo d in
h is man ua l p ubl i s h ed i n
189 2. Bot h cases were
s i x fee t h i gh . I t was
s uggested tha t p rovisi on
b e made on a ll cases for
shut t e rs o r mesh which
c ou ld b e l o c ked i nto
p lace , i n orde r t o p r o tec t
the books. (Fr om: Thomas
Gr eenwood ; Sunda y - Sch ool
a nd Vil lage Libr arie s ,
(London , 1892) , p. 1 2 a nd

p . 14 ". )

WALL B OOK-cA8K.,

DOtJBLE~SlD ~D BOO K P E ESS.
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8UNDA.Y·SCUOOL HODEL UJlIUB1l.

An illustration, from Thomas Greenwood's 1892 manual, of a model
library for a Sunday school. As with the bookshelves shown
previously, t he r e is provision f or locking the bookcases to prevent
casual use of t he books· in the collection. The l ibrary i llustrated
was that presented to the Congregational Sunday school at Hatherlow,
near Stockport, by a grateful former pupil who had prospered in
London. It was named the Urwick Library after a former minister of
the church. (From : Thomas Greenwood , Sunday~School and Vi llage
Libraries, (London, 1892), p . 30 . )
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libraries did not necessarily indicate a high rate of usage among

young people . l But wh i l e it i s a t ruism that it ·i s impos sible to

measure t he e f f e c t of Sunday school libraries - or , for that matter,

of mos t lib r a rie s - this is no justification for a ssuming t ha t .they

had no effect . They certainly p r ovi ded acce s s to library

coll ections for an enormous number of ch i l dr e n not ca t e r ed for in

t he or dinary s chools. This very large number o f ·Sunday schoo l

l ibrarie s, when added t o the total of or di na r y s choo l librari es ,

i ndicates t hat serious a t tempts were being made t o pr ovide s chool

lib r ary se r vi ce s for a subs t antial p roportion of the child popul a t ion .

In t he s econd ha l f o f the ninete enth cent ury the cha racte r and

f unct ions o f t he Sunday s chools a l t e red r adically . In 1870 the

Elementary Education Act wa s pas s ed, whi ch brought about the est ab -

lishmen t of Board schoo l s and l ed to a wi der provision o f .e l emen t a ry

educat i on , with the es tab l i shmen t o f a s e cul a r or undenominational

state system. 2 Af t e r the Free Edu cation Ac t of 1891 there wa s no

l on ge r any nee d f or t he Sunday s choo l s to provide basic e ducation;

their function became a lmo s t entirely the teachi ng of r eligion to

chi l dr e n of chu r ch member s , whi ch us ually invol ved a conti nuati on of

s ui t abl e library provision. The Sunday school l ibraries were also

t o a cert a i n extent in fluenced by the · Public Librari e s Acts of 1850

a nd 1855 which enabled local a ut hor i t ies to provide public libraries

1. An undated nine t eenth cent ury borrowin g r e gis t e r which s urvi ve s
f o r the Attl eborough Baptist Sunday School Li b r ary shows that in
i ts f irst ye a r of ope ration n~st of the ke en r eade r s got through
a grea t ma ny o f the 172 book s, and then ceas ed t o borrow, whi le
t he majority o f us ers took out only on e or t wo book s i n t he
t wel ve months. At t leborough Baptist Sunday Scho ol Libr ary book
r e cord , MS, Warwickshire County Recor d Of f ice , CR992/l 2 .

2. Heulwen M. El l is , The Evol ut i on of the Schoo l Librar y , 1860 -1970 ,
eM.Ed. dis s ertation , University Colle ge . of North Wales , 1973),

p . 8 .
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f rom r ate s . Nevertlle l e s s f or t h i r ty-six years a fter tile pass~ng of

thes e Acts tile number of new pub l ic l i b r a r i e s was i nsignific ant ,l

so that even by tile 1880s a great numbe r of people were s t i l l r ely -

~ng on Sunday school and par ochial l i braries for t heir reading

materials . 2

I n the l a s t two de cades of the century tile Educa t i on

Authoriti e s began to pay some attention to f orming day schoo l

l ibrari es, par t i cular ly s i nce school Inspectors f rom 1870 onwar ds

had l aid great stre s s on reading abi l i t y and t he establishmen t of a

l i b r a ry in each scho ol . 3 In 1880 t he London School Board, after an

unsuccessf ul att empt two years p reviousl y t o establ ish a ser ies o f

rot ating l ibr a r i e s i n i t s schools , 4 sanct ione d a n avera ge e xpendi t ur e

1 . By 185 9 only twent y -one l o ca l a utho r i t i e s ha d adopted t he ' pub l i c
Li brarie s Act and made the decision t o offer a publi c l i b r a r y
s ervice , financed by tile penny r a t e . Between 1850 and 1880 onl y
e ighty places i n England elected t o become l i brary aut hor i t ies.
Elli s , Li b r ary Service s for Youn g People , p .3 , and W.A. Munfo r d ,
Penny Rate : Aspe cts of Briti sh Public Li brary Hi s tor y 1850- 1950 ,
(London , 1951) , pp .32-33 .

2 . ' Gr ee m;ood , Sunday-Schoo l a nd Vi l lage Lib r a r i e s , p . 3 '.

3 . Ell is , The Evolut i on of the School Lib r a r y , p . 8 ; J . G. Fitch ,
Lectures on Teaching , (Ca mbridge , 1887 ) , p .84 .

4 . Thi s un succe s s ful sys t e m was i na ugur a t e d by tile School Board f or
London i n i 878 . All the s chools in London we re organis e d i nt o
groups ; each gr oup cons ist i ng o f s chools whose t ota l enrolment
was 10 , 000 chi ldr en . , For e a ch group of s chools , .(120 a t fi rs t ,
and l a t er .{ 14 4 , was t o be spent on books . 'Ea ch school wa s a l lo 
c a t e d a propor t ion of the books bought f or the group of schools ,
and e very six morrtha e a ch school pas s ed i t s co l lection on t o the
next schoo l i n tile group . This sys t em was supposed to e ns ure
novelt y and variety in tile r eading materials availabl e t o eac~

group of pupi ls ; b ut Greenwood r epor ted that i n prac t ice i t was
di f fi cult, t o admi niste r . Thomas Greenwood ; Publi c Libraries ,
(London , 1890 ) , p .385 . I n 1880 or 1882 i t was modifi ed i nto tile
s cheme descr ibed above . Se e a lso H.T. Cox , "London School Boa r d

, Li br a r i e s " , The Li b r a r y 'Chr on i c l e , 4 (1 887 ), pp . 169-l71.
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of ,(12 per school; l t o provide a permanent l endi n g l i b r a r y in each

s chool for the use of boys and girls o f Standard III and upwards.

This library was placed under the care of the head mas t er , who for -

wa rded an annua l requisition for books a nd apparatus , the books be ing

sele cted from t he London School Board 's catalogue of books for school

libraries . z · The libraries, each o f f r om one hundred to one hundred

and fi fty volume s , 3 consisted of "wor ks of Tennyson, Longfellow,

Shake spe are , Spens e r , Maca ulay , Smiles, and others ; books o f fiction

by Dickens , Thackeray , and other great · novelis t s ; boys' books from

t he popular pens of Kingston , Ballantyne, a nd Mar r yat ; and bo und

volume s of magazines " ." Open fo r one hour a week f or the exchange o f .

books t hese librarie s were s ub j ec t t o the Boa r d ' s requirement· tha t

accurate library r egis t e r s be kept5 of stock and o f l oa ns. To main -

t ain the collections, on e ha l f pe nny per p up i l per year up to a maxi -

mum of twelve shil l ings was granted. 6

Other Education Authorities j oined with the local Public Library

Au t hor i t y to p r ovi de l ibrary s e r v i ce s to public elementary s choo l s .

Leeds was the first of these. There the Public Library Authority

established branch libraries i n s chools in 1884 , a scheme s ubseque nt -

l y e xtended to the vo l untar y school s in the area.? By 1890 Leeds had

1. I n s chools where. a separa te schoo l depa r tment exis t ed f o r gi r l s ,
the s um ofzlO was p rovi ded t o establ i s h a .library in that
depa r t ment f or t he e xclusive use o f the girlS.

2. Gre enwood , Public Libraries , p.386 .

3 . COx , "London School Boa r d Librari es" , p .170 .

4. Greenwood , Public Libraries , p .386 .

5 • Ibid . , p .386 .

6. Frank J. Tay lor , "Or ga ni s a t i on and Administration of School
Libraries "; Library As sistant , 9 (19 12) , p.55.

'7. Taylor, "Or ganis a t i on a nd Administration of Scliool Libraries " ,
p .55 ; Greenwood, Public ·Li b r a r i e s , pp .384 - 385.
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twelve l i br a r y b ranches in Board schools , each open f or three

hours on three or four e veni ngs e a ch week . They cont a ined books

"varying i n nurrbers from 30 73 t o 1500 vo lume s accordi ng t o the s i ze

o f t he dis t r ict " , wi t h s ix out o f the t welve being s upplied wi t h

cop i e s o f the l ocal paper s and popul a r magaz i nes . Greenwood ,

descr i b i ng t he s e libraries in 1890 , went on to say :

Fo ur Branch Libr arie s, cont a ining about 1000 vo lumes e a ch ,
and co nsi s t i ng whol l y of juvenile l i t era t ur e, have , with
the co-operat ion o f the Board, be en e s t abl i s he d , the Library
Commi ttee pur chasing .t he ·books , and the Board unde r t aking
t he suppl yi ng of the bookcases , &c. , and the management .
The se b r anches a re open on e hour on a certain day o f t he
wee k t o the scho l a rs attending t he school s and t he ch i ldren
of t he neighbour hood f or t h e i s suing a nd charging o f books,
thi s work be i ng done by the t e a chers . In addition to t he
four juvenile .branches , three b r anches tha t had been
establ i shed some ye a r s have bee n ha nded ove r t o t he Board ,
and t hese a r e a l so open one hour each week , and are wor ked
by the s t a f f of t he schools . This makes t he t otal number
of Branch Libra r i es i n Board Schoo ls s i xt een . !

Greenwood a lso i ndi ca t ed t hat t here wer e three librarie s held in

church o r other vo luntar y schools . 2

The Borough Li b r ary a t Plymouth was a lso providing a ser vice to

s choo l s i n 1890, with "a small co l lec t i on of book s app rove d by both

library and s chool a uthor i t ies " bei ng provided i n each of t welve

schools ~3 The Pub l ic Library at Bradford provi de d branche s in Board

s chool s f rom 1885; Norwich from 188 9; fo l lowed by Bar ry , Birmingha~

Boot I e , Cambr idge , Re ading , and ·o t he r s . " The work o f J .•J. Ogle at

Boot I e in provi ding a library ser vi ce to schools i n the a rea with

1. Greenwood , Public Libraries , pp. 384-385 .

2. Ibid ., p , 385 .

3 . Greenwood , Public ·Libraries , p.38 3 . A total of 1719 volumes was
on l oan among t he tw elve Board schools , with an avera ge o f
14 3. 25 books i n each school .

4 . El l is , ~ibrary Services ·f or· Young Pe ople, pp. 22-23 .
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travelli ng collections on a handcart, was particular ly wel l known. 1

Other pub lic libra r y a uthor ities p rovided ass i s tance t o school s with

special book colle ct i ons, l e ctures f o r visit ing groups of pup i l s ,

and special l oans t o t eachers . 2

The s choo l library situation in nine t eenth century Scotland was

in many wa ys s i mi lar to 'that in England. While many gr ammar schools,

publ ic schools , element ary s chool s , and Sunday school s ha d librarie s,

some o f them very Ol d , other s were without any provision a t all. A

survey of s cho o l lib r a r i e s wa s i n cl uded by Grant i n his Hi story o f

the Burqh School s o f Scotl and , published in 1876. Not f i nding t he

exi s t ing s i t uat i on a l toge t he r s at i s f a c tor y , he s poke about t he a ims

which a school library could f ulfil in terms which woul d ha ve been

completely accept able to most Engli sh e duc at i oni s t s :

One o f t he greatest se r vi ce s which a school coul d r ende r to
t he l i t tle community un der, i t s charge i s to e s tab l i s h for t he i r
use a Li bra ry which should be put under t he guardianship of a
person of intellige nce, a c t i ve habi t s, and possessing a natural
inclinati on to oblige and help i nqui r i ng young s p i r i t s . . •the
school l i bra r y ough t to con s i s t c hie f ly o f bookS calcu l ated t o

. convey us eful i ns t r uc tion and amusemen t , i ncludin g works of
travel , b iogr aphy and s c i ence pr ope r l y tre ate d; a nd the young
schol ar should be introduced to our gr a nd old mas ters i n poetry
and r omance, and to s uch histori es a s t end t o fos ter t he love of
one 's countr y and t he sp i r i t o f freedom and independence . 3

1. E.J . Hunter , An Appr e c i a t i on o f t he Career of J ohn J. Ogl e , First
Librarian and Curator o f the Boo t Ie Fre e Library a nd Museum,
(F.L.A. t hesi s , 1966) , pp .73~94.

2 . The r e we r e approximately forty l i b rari e s throughout t he coun t ry
in 1891 which pos s e s sed spec i a l col lecti ons of books for chi ldren.
El l i s, Li bra r y Servi ce s for Young 'Pe opl e , p . 14 . Thes e included
~~nchester , Cawbridge , Nottingham, Cawberwel l . Me lvyn Barnes ,
"Chi l dr e n' s Libra r i e s i n Manch e ster :· A Histor y " , Manches t e r
Review, 11(1966/ 67), pp . 80-89 ; Nottingham Public Libr a r ies ,

'Fi f t y Years : 'A 'Br i e f History of ' t he Pub l i c 'Li b r ar y 'Moveme nt in
" Not t i ngham, (Not t i ngham, 1918) ; Alec Ellis , "Public Libra r i e s

f or Chi l d r e n Durin'g the Nineteen t h Cent ury" ; Li b r a r y ' As soc i a t i on
Re co r d , 69(1967 ) , pp . 230 -23 S .

3 . J ame s Grant,History o f 't h e Bur gh Sc hools of Scotland,
(Edinburgh , 1876 ) , n.p .
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Grant complained that in very f ew s choo l s i n the early 1870s did he

find a co l l ection of books worthy of the name "library" - that is,

t hat measured up to his cri t eria above . Two exceptions which he

noted were the High School a t Edinburgh, and the Dollar "ins titution",

which t hen had ove r 50 00 vo l umes ,1 having i ncreased its stock from

the 3000 o r more vo lumes i t had in 1845. 2 : This library was open free

to a l l pupi l s . It was a lso open on a subscr ipti on ba s i s t o a l l

par i shi oners on payment o f two sh i l l i ngs a quar t e r . 3

Grant 's list o f secondary schools wi t h poor o r l ittle -used

l ibr a r ies incl uded Paisley Gr ammar School , Arb r oath Hi gh School , Ayr

Academy , Gre e nock Academy, Bat hgat e Academy, Burntisland Grammar

School , Le i th Hi gh School, and Tarn Roya l Ac ade my.4 He a l so listed

t wenty-three t owns whe r e there we r e grammar schools , h igh school s ,

and academi e s , which ha d "not even smal l or useless col l ect ions of

books".S Howeve r he wa s cer tai nl y inaccurate in this lis t, s i nc e in

at ·l e as t t wo t owns on it - ~bntrose and Glasgow - librarie s had been

previ o us ly es t abl i s hed in s chools . At Montrose the · Town Counci l in

t he sevent een th cen t ury had bui l t up a l ibrary for public and s choo l

use ; this library be came the Gramma r Schoo l Library .6 Its

col l e c t i on , catalogued in 1841,7 con t a i ne d books in English , Latin,

Gre e k , Fr ench, wi th s ome I t alian and Spanish wor ks , on histOl~,

l. Ibid., n . p .

2 . James Scotland ; llistory ·o f ·Scottish Education , (vo.l . 1, London ,
1970), p.293 .

3 . Ibid.

4. Grant; Burgh ·Schoo l s o f 'Scot.Land , n ip ,

5 . Ibid., n.p.

6 . Duncan Fraser ,Montros e . (be f o r e 1700), (Montrose, 1967), p . 163 .

7. Montros e Academy , Ca tal ogue of t he Books in the Ol d Library of
t he Montrose Grammar School, May 1841. MS . , at the school .
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mat hematics , poe t r y , philosophy~ and r e l i gi on ; it also included

i nc unabul a da t ing from 14 77 . - A bor rowing r egis t er , be gun 'i n t he

same year in which t he l i brary was catalogue d , shows ~~at books

continued to be l ent from the col lection up t o 1890,1 often t o

members of t he gene ral public . At the s ame time a moder n col lect i on

o f books was a lso built up for t he us e of t he s chool. At Gl asgow

a l ibrary had e xis ted i n the Grammar School (now the Hi gh School )

f r om at l east 1682 , 2 but in 1882 Mr. J ames Ewing, f ormerly t he Town

Council 's Convenor of the Commit tee on the SchooL , gave twenty

guineas towar ds t he foundation of a new l i b r a ry for the pupi ls . 3

Dorothy White s uggests that it i s possible t hat Gran t lis t ed some o f

these schools a s having no lib raries because , a s a t pa i sle y Grallunar

School , 4 t heir o ld l i b r a r i e s were moribund by the 1870s. Never~le -

l~ s s the old libra r y at Mon t rose Acade my was s t i l l be i ng us ed .a s a

l e ndi ng co l lec t i on , however sporadical ly , and both Montros e and

Glasgow High School appear to have had more mode r n ni neteen th centur y

col lections a s we l l. The ge neral picture painted by Grant then o f

secondary school l i b r a r i e s i n Scottish towns i n ~~e l a t e nineteenth

century i s p robably too ' sweepingly pessimist i c.

There were a lso libraries i n schools in rur a l area s of Scotland

. b y the nineteenth centurx . Wil l iam Boyd s tates that by about 1825

there were school lib r arie s i n Ochiltrea and Maybole . I n t he same

1 . Montrose Academy, Mon trose Grammar Schoo l Library Receipt Book.
~5 . , at t he school .

2 . Grant ; Burgh Schools 'of' Sco t l and , n .p .

3. J . Cl eland (compi l e r ) ; Historical 'Account 'of t he' Gr amma r School
'o f Glasgow', (Gl as gow, 1825 ) , p . 28 .

4 . Dorothy H. whi te , The Development of Schoo l Libraries i n Scotland
1658-1970, (M.A. t hesis , Unive r s ity of Stra thc+yde , 197 3), p .G .
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county of Ayr, school libraries benefitted from the Ferguson Bequest

Fund which from the early 1860s provided for building schools,

supplementing teachers' salaries , and ma~ntaini~9 libraries. In

1861 there -were s i xt y - t wo l i b r a r i e s : twenty-seven in Ayrshire (with

3405 readers); twenty in Lanarkshire; and fifteen in other

southern counties. l

The New statistical Account of Scotland , compil ed in the 1840s

from information l a r ge l y collected as early as 1836/7, provides

furthe r examples of elementary school libraries in rural areas. One

had been founded at Biggar in Lanarkshire in 1828 , when ~20 had been

raised by subscription; a s ermon was preached each year in aid of

its funds . At Colinton School in Edinburgh books were lent to t he

advanced children as a r eward for success in school work, those who

were thus entitled to use the books paying a subscription of one

penny per quarter . I t was c laimed that the parochial school at

Ormi ston in Haddingtonshire had a library in 1683 , with sixty books

in Hebrew , Greek, La t i n, and English. And at Eccles in Berwickshire

the schoolmaster had "the merit of having established, at his own

expense, a library for the use of his pupi ls"; he found that they

were "much benefited by private reading" as a result . 2

The address to the public on the foundation of l ibraries in hoth

week-day and Sunday schools issued by the Religious Tract Society in

1832 , which has already been referred to , was concerned Witil the

1. William Boyd, Education -in Ayrshire through Seyen -Centuries ,
(London, 1961), p . 125.

2 . White , The Deve lopment of School Libraries in Scotland , p .5 ,
quoting s ections from the New Statistical Account of -Scotland,
(Edinburgh, 1845 ).
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development of libraries throughout Great Britain. I t is not known

how many grants the Society made i n Scotland,l but each such library

there generally consisted of one hundred or more Biblical, historical"

and scientific works, as in England . 2

Many Sunday schools throughout Scotland had libraries by 1836 or

1837 when the r eturns for the 1845 New Statis tical Account of Scot-

land were compiled . Grants had only been available for five years

from the Religious Tract Society a nd for six years from the society

for Promoting Christian Knowledge , yet o f the sixty-one parishes in

t he County of Fife alone, thirteen had Sunday school libraries. 3

Two of the Fife parishes , Newburgh and Ceres , each had two "Sabbath

s chools " with libraries lf in each , and in t he Wemyss parish, in which

there were s i x villages , there was an unspecified number of l ibraries

in the "Sabbath and evening s chool s " . 5 The Sabbath school l ibrary at

Kennaway had about 400 volumes6 and that at Burntisland about 300,7

indicating that they were similar in s ize to many Sunday school

libraries in England i n the same period. Some,such as Kinghorn,8

which had r elied heavily on works from the R.T.S . in building up

their collections, general ly showed a greater proportion of "religious

publications,,9 in their s t ock than those in England . The bookstocks

1 . White, The Development of School Libraries in Scotland, p .5.

2 • Ibid. , p. 5 •

3. calculated from information in the New s tatistical Account of
Scotland, Volume 9, Fife-Kinross , (Edi nb ur gh, 1845), pa ssim.

4. New 'St atistical Account of Scotland, Vol .9 , p.79.

5 . I bid ., Vol .9, p.401.

6 . Ibid., Vol.9, p.388.

7 . Ibid ., Vol .9, p .423.

8 . . Ibid. , VO1.9, p . 818 .

9. Ibid . , VoL 9 , p .982.
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at Wemyss , Scoonie, and Bu rntis land , for .i ns t anc e , were descr i bed

by the l o cal ministers who p r ovi ded t he ' responses for the s urvey

as being "ch i e fly religious " . 1 At Kinglassie "the, generosi ty of a

bene volently disposed l ady" had s uppl ied a pa rochial l ibr a ry, a

colle c tion "o f inter e sting and instructive books"., to which the

children attend i ng the village school had free access. But since

no f urther i n formati on ,is gi ven about the sor t "of books in the

library, 2 it too may have been ll mai n l y reliqious" .

Whil e t here i s, a s i ndi cate d, e vi dence fo r cons i derable school

lib r a r y provision in Scot land i n the ninet eent h cent ury , ther e is

a lso e vi dence o f positive hos t i li ty t owards school l ibraries a mong

prof e s s i ona l educat ors f or wh i ch there i s no parallel i n England.

During t he l 880s and l 890s pa r t i cular l y there was some cont r ove r s y

about the val ue o f school librari es amongs t Her Ma jesty 's Inspe ct ors

o f Schools , with thos e who were critical of the val ue o f schoo l

libr ari e s r eceiving conside rable s upport . Dr. Smith , an I nspector

of t he Weste rn Divis i on , c laimed i n the Report fo r 1896-7 that

l ibrarie s were a dis traction from study :

Our bes t t eachers would ra ther dis coura ge the distra c t i on
caused by ho me - r e adi ng , even o f an i nstructive kind , while
s choo l l e ssons a r e s o importan t a nd absor b i ng . Books of
t r ave l , historie s and biographie s may be valuabl e s upp l e 
ments t o a completed e duc a t ion , but while education is
going on they are no t likely t o be r ead with much p rof i t . 3

Dr . Smith we nt on to point out tha t wh i l e s uch dis t r a ction mi gh t

possibly be acceptable in country a reas "where t he mate r i a l for

education o u t s i de books is scanty" and the r e were f ew othe r

1. ' I b i d . , Vo1.9 , p .276 , p .40l , p.42 3 ~

2 . ' I b i d . , Vol. 9 , p . 203;

3 . Quot ed b y ~~ite, The Developn~nt of School Librari e s in Scotland ,
p .7 .
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distractions , school libra ries ,we r e hardly accept abl e i n a town,

where their provision would simply a dd to the i nfluence s whi ch drew

the young away from serious ,s t udy . La ter , however , in a rather

contr adicto r y ve i n , he went on t o sU9 gest that it was poi nt les s to

supply l ibraries in towns a nyway , since there were ... .. ent e r t a i n -

ments , . .. e lect r i c 1~9ht , ... instructive shop windows, and .. . iron-

working a nd e ngi neeri ng indus t r ies . • • ,,1 to draw the youn g away from

books . At the t went y - s i xt h Annual Meeting of t he Library As s ociation l

held in 1903 , Samue l H. Murray , Fe l l ow of the Educat i onal I ns t i t ut e

o f Scotl and , a lso chal lenged the value o f school l i b r a r y provision ,

though his argument s wer e rather different . He c lai med that to pro -

vide school librari es would be m~ing life t oo easy f or chi l dren .

Li f e in Sco t l a nd was, he f elt , more s trenuo us than in the south of

Britain o r in America , and chi l d ren had t o be encouraged to b ring

s ubstant ial effor t to the i r wo r k , r ather than be "spoon-fed " by the

Sta t e with books . Failing to see the "education al value of the

b r oader readi ng which came , f rom the us e of the l i b r a r y", he also

believed that it was better fo r chi l dren t o r ead a few books t hor ough -

ly whi le they were acqui r i ng t he a r t o f r e adi ng, r ather than "many

th ings s uper f ici a l l y lt. He quoted a II c a r e f ul inve stigation " made in

1896 of the number of schoo l libr aries in exis t ence in Sco t land , and

th"eir use, cla iming that the r e sults were "such a s not to conduce to

the e xtens i on o f t he s choo l libr ary movement in Scot land " . 2

Some ot her s chool I nspectors in Scot land , however , did not agree

1. Dr . Smi t h , H.M.I. , quo t ed by ~fuite, ~ne Deve l opment 'of School
Libraries in Scotland , p.7 .

2. Samue l H. Mur ray , Speech a t the TWenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of
t he Library Associat ion , Library 'As so ci a t i on ' Re co r d , 5 (15
October 190 3) , pp . 486 - 488 .



174

with Dr. Smith or 'Mr. Murray. Mr. Muir , for example , wrote i n the

1898 - 9 r eport of the Committee of Council on Education i n Scotl and

t hat "r egul ar lessons s hou l d not take up the great part of a long

winter even i ng , as one hears complaints that they do" ,l but that

some t i me shoul d be spent in free reading. In the 1896-7 report ,

another H.M .I. , Mr . Mun r o Fraser , who l ooked approvin gly on "the

e s tablishment of day s chool l ibrar ies as par t of the machi ne r y of

every well-equipped s chool " , r eported t he begi nni n gs of library

co l lections i n several place s , i ncl udi ng Rothes ay Academy .2

I t i s apparent from this overview that t he nineteenth century i n

Great Britain saw an increase in t he number of school librarie s i n

existence i n schools of all t ypes, an increase in the s i ze of the

co l lect i ons in t hese librari es , and an i ncreasing s ophist i cat ion in

t he i r c r gani s a t i on and management . The o lder l i b r a r i e s in the public

and grammar schools , investigat ed by Nicholas Carlisle and by the

Ta unt on and Clarendon Commissions, increased the range of the ir

collection s i n r e sponse to a changi ng curriculum, while gradual l y

open i ng thei r l i br a r i e s, to a wider population within the s chool.

However since these schools operated i ndepe ndently their librari e s at

1. IVhite , ' The Development o f School Libraries in Scotland , p .17 .

2 . Scotland. Committee 'of Counci l on Educa t i on in Sco tland, 'Annua l
'Repo r t , 1896- 7 , ,p . 394 . Dr . Smith however had s t ill other warrr- .
ings to sound about ,t he future of school l i b r a r i e s :

A hindr ance t o t he s uccess o f a school library i s based on an
ob jec tion which a f fe ct s circulati ng librarie s o f every kind ,
and r ests on s anitary ground . Healthy chi ldren do not incline
t o r e ad overmuch , b ut sick or conval e scent children f i nd di s 
t rac t i on and companionsh i p in books ... that a library book
mi gh t prove a source of infe ction is enough t o make the mor e
f a stidious class o f parents ob ject t o their children t aking out
books from a school libr ary. This ob ject i on i s a compar at i ve ly
new one, being based on 'r e cen t e xtensions of s c ient i f i c
knowl edge, but it i s one which will have more effect in t he
f uture t han i t has had i n t he Past .

I bid .
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anyone time during the century ~ould have differ ed very, greatly i n

the conten t and r a nge of the collection s, the people s e rved by the

collections , and i n organisation of the libraries. Libraries were

' de ve l oped in the new gi r l s ' s econd a ry schools which came int o

e xi s tence f rom the mid dl e yea r s o f ,the nineteenth century i n

imitation of the boys ' public and grammar s chools; there had been

little p r ovi s i on f or books in the s mal l privately-run day and

boarding s chool s for girls up to that time . I n the vari ous element-

' a ry day a nd Sunday schools library provi s i on i ncreased mos t markedly

dur i ng the course of the nineteenth century . Fr om the very early

yea r s o f the century librarie s were provided i n many s uch s chools

' wi t h the help of voluntary r e l igious organisations ; a f t e r the

creation of the Bo ard schools whi ch heralde d the state-supported

s ys t e m of e lementary education in the l ate r years of the cen t ur y ,

library service was frequently s upp l ied through o r wi t h t he as s i st-

ance of the l o cal library a ut hor i t y , though the London School Board

developed its own schoo l l ibrary sys tem. with the crea tion of Board

s choo l s , Sunday schools ceas ed t o playa part i n element ary educa-

tion , becoming i ns t e ad centre s for the religious ins truction o f the

children of chur ch members ; f or their l ibraries, t oo, this meant a
/ ~

change of 'r ol e . Howe ver , despite the fac t t ha t so many s choo ls in

Great Britai n can be shown to ha ve had libraries , library p r ovision

a t any t i me during the century wa s patchy , with s ome s chool s be ing

we l l p rovided fo r while a t the Same time and i n t he same a r ea othe r s

had no libraries at 'a l l .

* * * * * *
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Henry Stevens', fonnerl y Yale College Librarian , described the

library situation i n the Uni ted St a t e s of Ameri ca for the Briti sh

Se lect Committee on Public Libraries in 1849 . Included in his list

o f "spe cies of l ibr arie s" we re "a c ade my l i b r a r i e s, conunon s choo l

librari es , a nd Sunday school librarie s ". 1 So in ea r l y nineteenth

c e nt ury Ameri c a , as i n Br itai n , i t was already ac c epted t h a t a

lib r ary formed a natural part o f a school , at the secondar y ,

e lement a ry , and Sunday schaal l e vel. These s chool librari es , aga i n

a s i n Britain, o f ten served a community much wi de r t han the teache r s

and pupil s o f the school , making a s ubstant ial cont r i bu t ion particu -

l a r l y t o the intellectual l ife o f smal l communiti e s . I n America ,

even more t han i n Britain , l ibr a r i e s were valued fo r t he r o l e they

coul d play in a i di ng a young man who wanted to educa te hi mself and

"L"isc in t he world"; in r e s pons e to s uch feelings, State, l e gi s latures

from the l 820s began t o take the ini tiative i n providing funds fo r ,

and encouraging the e stablishment of , l ocal l i bra r i es, particularly

common schoo l or school distric t l i br a ries .

The common (primary o r e lementary) s choo l libra r i e s deve loped

in the l 820s and l 830s us ually, but no t a lways , to provide l ending

1 . Gr eat Bri tain. Select Commi t t ee ' on Pub l ic Libr aries, 'Repo r t ,
p .97 , q . 1490 .
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s ervices to all residents of local communities. 1 They were supported

by s tate taxes and by individual contr i b ut i ons . 2 It was New York

State which passed the . firs t law of its kind in 1835 providing "that

the school · dist r i c t library should be s uppo r ted by taxation of the

same principle as the public s chool".,3 thQugh i n 181 2 Gover nor Daniel

D.Tompkins , in his annual mes s age to the New York Legislature, had

' ''ca l l ed attention t o the importance of a judicious selection of

books" for use in ea ch school , ~ and the format ion of school libraries

had been r e commended in 1827 by Gove r no r De witt Cl inton in a mes sage

to the legislature. S This l aw a l l owed voters in any school district

t o l evy a tax oi $20 to begin a l i b r a r y, with a t ax of $10 each

1 . Elmer D. Johns on in .the second edi tion of his History of
Li b r ari e s i n the We s t ern world , (Metuchen , N; J . , 1970) , pp . 3 84 -38~

has said tha t "where as the schoo l dis tric t libr arie s es t ablished
be fore 1850 we r e . more for adults t han childr en; . . those
establ ished a f t e r that date t ended to be more directly for the
schools ". William R. Eastman quotes General ·J ohn A. Dix, later
Governor o f New Yo rk then nation al Secretar y of St a t e , a s saying
in 1839 t hat "it would be natural to s uppose from the name that
the l i b r a r i e s were i nte nde d s o l e l y for the use of the s chools, '
but the y w~re not e s tabli shed with so narrow a des ign . They were ..
r e commended in 1834 for the benefit of those who have finished
their common school e duca t i on a s well a s f or those who have not".
Wil l i am R. Ea stman , "The pub l i c Li b r a ry a nd the Public School " ,
in Arthur E: Bostwick, The Relationship Be t ween the Pub l i c
Library a nd the Public Schoo l s : Repr i nts o f Papers a nd Address e s ,
(New York , 1914), pp. 95-107 . He went on t o note , howeve r , (p. l OO)
tha t whi l e ·t h i s was true o f New York and S011\e othe r state s , "t he

. l i b r a r y laws of Mass achusetts i n 1837 , of Connec t i cu t in 1839 and
of Rhode I sland in 1840 contain e a ch of the m the words ' f or t he
use of the children ' , and the l aw o f Maine in 1844 s ays 'for the
use of t h e scho o l ' . "

2. Gre at Br i t ain . Se lec t Committee on Public Libraries , Report ,
p.l0 2, q .1586 - l59l .

3 . Fr ance s Cl a r ke Saye rs , "The Americ an Origins of Public Library
Work wi th Chi l dren " , Library Trends, 12~1963) , p . 7 .

4 . Frank Hermann KoOS , State Participation in· Pub l i c School Library
Se rvice , (New York , 1927), p . 2 .

5 . S .R . Warren a nd S .W. ·Cla rk; Public Libraries in t he Uni ted States,
Their 'Hi stor y; 'Condi t i on ; andl~nagement , (Wa shington, 1876),
p.39 .
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succeeding year to provide for its growth. l Much apathy was shown,

however, and few districts voted" the necessary tax . Enthusiasts for

libraries succeeded in 1838" in having a new law passed whi ch gave

$55,000 a year to the school districts to buy books for their

libraries, on the condition that they raised an equa l amount by taxa-

tion for the same purpose. This resulted within fifteen years in

the placement of over 1,600,000 books on the shelves of the school

libraries of New York. However following early years of library

activity a "pe riod o f decadence" s et in - an experience which was

r epeated in other state s 'whe r e , once the libraries had been built up,

insufficient money was made available to maintain them or to buy new

bookstock. After 1861 the libraries were r eported to have been

"crowded into cupboards, "t h r own into cellars and s t owe d "away in

lofts .•• locked awa y into darkness unrelieved and silence unbroken"

Though in the period 1857 to 1862 $1,239,798.10 was spen t in the

rural districts of New York for libraries, the number of volumes

decreased by 81 ,995. 2 The following Table shows the rise and the

beginning of the decline of the common school libraries of New York

State:

1. Ibid., p.39.

2. Ibid., p.40.
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TABLE VII

COMMON SCHOOL 'LI BRARI ES IN NEW YORK 'STATE '1841 - 18611

Year Total vol umes in common s chool
,l i br a r i e s ,i n ,New York ,St a t e ,

1841 422,459
1842 630,125
1844 1,145, 250
1845 1,203,139
1846 ' 1 , 310,986
1847 1,338,848
1853 1, 604, 201
1861 1, 286,536

Figures a va i labl e 2 f o r Mas sachusett s, Indiana, and Ohi o , show

that t her e also , a f t er an initi al period of a t tent ion to common

s chool libraries, expendi t u re on them declined. In Massachus e t ts the

con~On schoo l libr aries, which had been establ ishe d from 1837 a s a

r esul t of t he ac t i vities and e loque nce of Horace Mann ,3 grew l ess

1. Tabl e compi led from figures given in Warren a nd Clar k , Public
Libr a rie s in t he uni t ed s tates , p . 40, a nd Edward Edward~~oirs

of Li b r a r ies , (Vol .2 , London, 1859), pp.237-241 .

2 • I~arren and Clark, Public Libraries in t he United States , pp. 50 - 51.

3 . Hor ace Mann, "Books . "and Libraries ", from his Third Annual Report,
1829 . In Louis Filler (ed.) , Hora ce ~llinn On the Crisis in
Education , (Yellow Springs, 1965), pp. 45 -65. I n t heir 19 40 book
School Library Se r vice in t he Uni ted State s: An Tn t erpr etati ve
Su r vey '(New York, 1940), Henry L. Cecil and Willard A. Heaps
claimed that

school libr a ries in Massach use t ts owe their or igin to Horace
Mann, Who, in 1837, gave up a promising po l i t ica l and l egal
caree r t o become th'e fi r s t secr e tary o f the first board of
e ducat i on in the Uni t ed St a t es , the St a te Board of Education
o f Massachuset t s . Through his influence an enabl i ng school
district library law was enacted in 1837, by the s ame
l egislature t .hat; c r eate d t he State Boa r d of Education, a l l ow
ing school districts to r a ise and expend $30 fo r one ye ar,
a nd $10 each s ucceedi ng yea r , to begin a nd support a s chool
library . • • (p . 43) . '
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Ibid . , p. 42.

Ibi d. , p .42 .

Ibid. t p . 50
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spectacular~y than t ho se of New Yor k ; by 1841 there were on l y

10 , 000 vo lumes in a l l s choo l l ibrari e s. ! In 1842 a r e solution was

passed in the State Legislature a l locating $15 to ea ch district

which co uld raise an equal s um fo r l i b r a rY purpos es . Th i s provided

more e ncouragement t o t he schoo l districts t han the previous l egis

l a t ion , which had .all owed an e xpe ndi t ure o f $30 f or one year and $10

f o r e ach succeedi ng year to be gin and s uppo r t a librar y :2 by t he end

of 1842 t here were e s t i mat e d t o be 35 ,000 to 40 ,000 volume s i n t he

State 's common school l i b r a r i.e s. 3 The numbe r of vol umes grew i n

s ubseque nt years to 91 , 53 9 , but then decreased , and by 1876 the

common s cho o l l ibrarie s i n Mas sachuse t t s had been s upe r seded by the

fre e t own libraries . ~

In Ohi o common school libra r i e s were provided fo r b y the gene r a l

s chool law p assed in 1853 whi ch contained a c l ause c r e a t i ng a f und by

a tax of one - ten t h of a mill on t he dollar , year ly , on a ll t axable

property of the State , " f or the p urpos e of fu rni.sh i ng school libraries

and appara t us t o a l l t he common s chools in the State " . During t he

firs t t h r ee years aft er t he enactment o f t his law, 332 , 57 9 vo l ume s

were p l aced i n s chool l ibra r i e s . A suspension of t he op e ration o f

the l aw for t wo y e a r s , howe ver , r e sult e d in a de c r e a s e in t he numbe r

of books , "a nd t he r e f or e of the usefulne s s of L'1e l i b r a r i e s " . 5 The

decr ease in the numbe r of volumes r epor t ed was over 100, 000: a lmos t

one -third o f the books had disappeared i n two years . I n 1860 a new

1 . Warren and Clark; Public Libraries in the United State s , p .42 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .
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l aw a uthoris i ng a tax l e vy f or the common school l i br a r i e s was

adopted , as a r es u l t o f whi ch, by 1865 , the number of volume s was) .

a gai n r eported to be nearly 350,000. A further Act of 1864

recommending consol idati on of these l i b r a r i e s i nto centr a l

collect i ons l e d, howeve r, t o another decrease in the use o f the

bo oks, s i nce a c cess t o c entral col l ections , whe re t hey were f o rme d,

was di f f i cul t for many us e r s . I n distri cts where consolidation had

been r esi s ted , t he books , f or want of care , became "hopeles sly

s cat t e red o r de stroyed" . l By 1869 the number o f vo lume s had

decreased agai n to 258 , 371 . 2

TABLE VIII

COMMON SCHOOL LI BRARIES I N OHI O 1856 -1869

Yea r To t a l vo l wnes i n common s chool
l i b r a r i e s in Ohio

1856 332 , 579
1858 c,230 ,000
1865 350 ,000
1868 286 ,684
1869 258 , 371

For Indian~ too , t he figure s ava i lable show that , afte r ~,

initial period o f r ap i d growt h of cornmon school l ibrarie s, wi th t he

1. I bi d . , p.51.

2. Nhile t he decreas es i n t o t al books tock s hown by t he figures fo r
1858 and 1869 could be pa r t ly the resu l t o f inaccurate returns
compile d by people who had los t inte r est in t he l ibrary as stocks
dec l ined in quantity a nd qual i ty , other s t ates did r ecord similar
l os se s a t various .t i mes . As l at e as 1917 , for instance , the
State Superintende nt of Or e gon s tated that f or ye a r s books had
been added t o school libr~ries but a t t he t ime of h i s wr i t ing
many s choo l s had no more books than they had had when t he i r
l i bra r y fi rs t opened·. . "Thr ough l ack of care , the books had been
s cattered thr oughout t he comrnuni t.y " , Koos ; State Partici pation
in Public ·Schoo l Librar y Se r vice , p.5.
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t otal bookst ock in the St ate more than doubling in t he s i x-yea r

period 1855 t o 1861, expenditure on lib r arie s de clined, and the

tot al numbe r o f books decreased •

.COMMON SCHOOL LIBRARIES I N INDIANA 185 5-1874

Yea r Total volume s in commo n school
librarie s in Indiana

1855 135 ;378
1857 226,213
1861 315, 209
1874 253 ,545

Othe r American s tates which ele cted to make libraries available

to bo t h adults and chi l dren t hr ough the common schoo ls included

Michigan (Acts of 1837, 1843, 1859) ,1 Conne cticut (1 840/41), Rhode

I sland (1840, 187 4), Iowa (1840,1849), 2 Wis consin (1848, 1857,

1862), Mi s souri (1 953), california (1 866) .3 It is apparent from

t hi s that common school librarie s made a contribution to commun i t y

life in many areas o f America in the mid-nineteenth century, though

at any one time the quality of library provision through them varied

from s tate t o s tate, a nd any ten year per iod could see a vast chan ge

in the quali ty of that p r ovision within a s tat e .

How large we r e these libr aries? In Connecticut the six s chool

l ibrarie s in existence i n 1838 had in tot al "less than 1000 vo l umes " ,4

though the y cont ained "apparatus" in addition t o these books. In

1 . Warren and Clark, Publ i c Lib raries in the Uni t ed States, p .42.

2. I bi d ., pp . 44- 46 .

3. · ·I bi d . , pp.52-53. ·

4 . . I bi d., p.44.
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1855 the a ver age size of cornmon .school libraries in Indiana was

195 . 91 vo l umes . l I n New York in 1843 .a ut hor i t y was grant ed t o

schoo l di strict s to us e library f unds for o ther purposes when the

libr ary r'eached an adequa t e s i ze, defined a s not less than 125

volumes in s chool · districts where there were mor e than fifty children

between the age s of five and s i xtee n a nd not l ess than one hundred

vo l umes whe r e the school district cont a i ned fewer than fi f ty children.2

These figure~ then,can be s een as the accepted minimum number of

boo ks f or a schoo l libr ary . In Michigan aft er 1843 , when a library

had acquire d 200 vol ume s t he electo r s coul d r e du ce the s um to be

r a i sed by taxat ion . 3 One school in Cali f orni a , Marysvi l l e , was

r eported i n 1863 to have a l ibrary of "about 1000 volume s " . a total

whi ch was r egarded then as be i ng ve r y large . ~ Henry Stevens in 1849

claimed t hat the p r imar y and cornmon schoo l l i br a r i e s contai ned from

one hundred to 2000 volume s,S though there appear s to be no s ur vi v i ng

e vidence fo r libraries with col l ec t i ons of more than 1000 books . At

t he othe r e nd o f the scale, a school l aw of Kent ucky in ·1873 pro-

vided that when "by contribution, purcha s e , or otherwi s e" , fo r t y

vo l ume s had ·b een co l l ected fo r the purpos e i n a ny school district ,

t he trustee coul d organis e a l i brary, which coul d include maps and

char t s as we LL a s books. But by 187 6 no libraries wer e r eport ed in

t he cornmon school s o f the State ; 6 And in Wi s cons i n i n 1858 the

1. Ibid., p. 47. In 1855 there were 691 l ibr aries , con t aining a
t ota l o f 135 ,378 volume s .

2 . Ibid .• P .40.

3 . . Ibid . , p . 42 .

4 . Ibid . , p . 53 .

5 . Gre at Brita i n. Select Committee on Publ ic Librarie s; ·Repo r t ,
p . l02 , q. 158 7.

6. Wa r ren and Clark; ·pub l i c ·Li b r a r i e s ·i n. the Uni t ed ·State s, p . 53 .
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picture was s i mil a r l y dreary. The ..1375 l i b r ar i e s of t he s tat e con -

figures woul d make it appea r , since a t that time there wer e f ifty- s i x

coun t ies in the state , t wenty of which did not r eport a single

l i b r a r y . Six others r eported nine libraries , wi th a t otal of 131

vo l umes - an avera ge of fewer than fifteen volumes each. 2 We can see

from the s e figure s tha4 i n quan titative terms , t he range o f books t ock

p rovision in c onnnon school l ibrarie s was very g rea t , fro m f e wer than

twenty books i n "libra rie s II in s o me a reas , to co l lections o f more

t han 1000 volumes in o t her places . The various figure s quo ted i llu-

strate the f act that whi l e i t i s one thing for a l egislature to pass

enabl i n g l egislation , it is quite ano t he r to have i t made us e of by

the appropriate local autho r i t y , And the variation in bookstock size

over the years in e ach place illustrate s, t oo,the fact that i t i s much

easier t o provide b y central l e gi s l a t i on for the provis i on of books

than for the upkeep and mainte nance o f the book colle c t i ons .

The s e common s chool l i br a r i e s gener a l ly con t a i ned col lecti ons of

books des igned to c ater t o t he needs of both adul t s and chil d ren ,

with fict ion , general non - f ict ion , a nd r e f eren ce works . Some sub-

scribed t o magazi nes , whi l e many saw as an i mpo r tant part of t heir

func tion the p r ovision o f professional l i t e r a t ur e for t eache r s . The

character o f the l i b r a r i e s i s illus trated i n the following Table ,

whi ch shows the t otal numbe r o f books in various clas s es in t he schoo l

librarie s o f Ontario . This example , though Canadian , i s quoted by

Warren and Clark , the author s of the 1876 report ·Publi c ·Libraries ·i n

l. Ibi d. , p .52 .

2 . I bi d. , p .52 .



185

theUni ted states ; their history , 'condi t i on and management , pub-

l i she d by the united States Gove rnme nt Pri nt i ng Off i ce , as i l l u-

strating the ge neral characte r of the common s chool librari e s i n

the United States.

TABLE X

ONTARIO; CANADA , 'SCHooL LI BRARIES; 1874 1

Cl asses o f books Total volumes in all % o f
school libraries Tot a l

Histor y 45, 664 17.16
Zoology a nd Physiolo gy 16,013 6. 02
Bo tany 2 , 931 1.10
Phenomena 6 ,455 2.43
Physical Science 5 ,048 1.89
Geol ogy . 2 , 328 0.87
Na tural Philosophy

and Manufactures 13, 722 5 . 16
Chemis t r y 2,403 0 .90
Pract ical Agricul ture 10,187 3 .83
Li t e r ature 25,237 9 .48
Voyages 23 , 931 8 .99
Biography 30 , 181 11 .34
Tale s and Sketches ,

Practical Li f e 75,413 28 .34
Fiction 2 ,399 0 .90
Te ache r s ' ,Li b r a r y 4,134 1.55

It appears that a s long as sufficient moneY ,was be i ng s pent on

them, these l ibraries were ge neral ly very wel l us ed. I n I ndiana i n

1856 repor ts f r om many t ownships showed that the number of bo oks

t aken out du r ing t he year was f rom one t o t went y t imes the e n t i r e

numbe r in t he library . 2 I n 1 866 when about 29 ,000 vo l umes were

added t o the 'l i b r a r i e s , the circulation of book s was about 85 , 000

1 . COmp i l e d f rom figures given i n Warren and Clark; Publi c Libraries
i n the United State s , pp . 57- 58 .

2 . . .Ibid. , p.47 •
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volume s; 1 in 1868 circulation r eached 140, 000 volwnes, prob ably as

a r e sult of these addi t ions ; However additions a f te r 1866 we r e

smal l ; only 2510 volwnes ' were added' in 18742 when only 85 , 366 were

taken out , ' s ixty percent o f the ' '1866 figure. This marked de c l i ne

in use over s i x years r e fle cts the decre as e i n Sta t e expenditure on

libraries after the initial period of growth o f col lect ions . Si nce

t he libraries were general ly smal l by our standards , an y decrease in

f lli, di ng woul d have been 'felt more quickly t han in a l arger library.

It would have been quite possible fora keen user t o become completely

familiar with the bas i c books tock , and when few new books were be ing

added t he r egular r e ade r would s oon ceas e t o have any incentive to

return. A smal l stock, too , w~th onl y a f e w books on each in-de mand

s ub j e c t , woul d soon become obs o l e t e without a cons tant flow of pu r -

cha s e s of up~to-date mate rial, so t hat prospective bor r owers would be

dis cour aged from using the lib rar y .

The l ibrarie s, as in Cal iforni a , were general l y under t he con~rol

of a board o f truste e s, though some we r e di r ec tly control led by the

board o f educa t i on . It was usually the teache rs who were appointed to

act as l i brarians. Sometimes state supe rinte ndents of publ ic

Lnat.ruct.Lon pro'duce d lists of books to a i d l o cal schoo l boards and

ot hers i n the s e lection o f books fo r their s choo l l i b r aries : examples

include one produce d in Cal~fornia i n 1873 and one produ ced by Dr ,

Newton Bateman for I l lino i s in t he 1860s. Mos t states had r e gulati ons

r e ga rding t he select ion , care , storage , and use of books in the school

libra r i e s. 3

1. Ibid . , p . 47

2. Thi s brought the 'total stock in the l i bra rie s t o 253 , 545 volwne s .

3. Ibid . , pp.54-55.
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One co mmon schoo l library, f ounded ,by the Mi lwaukee Schoo l

Commiss i one r s in 1851, t ypifie s the approac~ generally adopted

t owards book sel ecti on and the oper a t ion o f the library , a l t hough it

was unusua l in the l arge amount of taxation money appr op r i a ted f o r

t he establishment e xpendi t u r e , and for the s pee d wi th which the books

were bought and the l i b r a r y made operational . The library came i n t o

exist e nce lar gely t h rough the work o f I ncrease A. Lapham, a s choo l

co~~ssioner f c ivic l e ader , and se l f -taught scientist and c i v i l

engineer , ,who appreciated the valuable par t a good library coul d pla y

i n t he l i ve s of young peop l e t o whom a f o r ma l educat i on wa s deni ed . 1

Three da ys after the passage by t he commissi oners of his r esol u t i on

t o est abl ish a l i b r a r y , Lapham began canvassing publ i sher s f or book

and p r i ce lists; in March 1852 he ordered 704 books. Several months

l a t er 56 8 of thes e had arrived and bee n p r ocessed i n t he l ibrary,

providi ng ~l unusually l arge basic collection when it i s co ns i de r ed

t hat the l oc al authori ties in New York f elt t hat they could a l l ow

e xpenditure to t ape r off a f ter 125 vo l umes had been bought for a

library, 2 and that in Michigan e xpenditure could be reduced when a

lib r ary had 200 vo l umes , 3

Among t he 704 title s o rdered by Lapham were t he complet e works

of Scot t and Bu r ns, a nd the more frivolous 'Aun t Ki tty's Tale s . Also

i ncluded were the complete works of )Ulton, Bunyan ' s Pilgrim ' s

Progress , the Lives of thc 'Apostles and Martyrs , Moral Philosophy ,

Sewel l ' s Child 's Fi rst History 'o f ' Rome , Darwi n 's Voya ge 'o f a

1. Graham P. Hawks , "A Ninete enth-Century School Library: Ear l y
years in Mi lwaukee " , 'J ourna l o f Library 'Hi s t o r y , 12 (1 977 ), pp .
359-363,

2 . Warren and Clark; 'Pub l i c 'Li br a r i e s i n 'the 'uni t ed States , p.40 .

3 , Ibid" p .4 2 . Se e above , p , l S3 , '
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Naturalist, and Wilson ·on He al t hy ·Sk i n . Thi s l ist points to a

general selection fo r a dults and · ch i ldren of f ict ion, li t e r ature,

ge ne ral and us eful non- fi ction, s uch as might ha ve ·been i n t he

Ontario librari e s . There were also s ome works of moral purpose , such

as we r e common in the Engl ish and Scottish schoo l l i br a r ies of the

time: St r ive ·and ·Th r i ve ; ·llope On, Hope Eve r, ·Li t t l e Coin and Little

Care. 1 The library was open free to chi l dren over t en years of age,

their pa re nt s , t eache r s , and school co mmis s i o ne rs , f o r bo rro wing.

The librarian , who opened and s upervi sed it on Sa t urdays , was paid

fi fty dollars a year , and was r equi red to produce a catalogue of the

.ho ldi ngs , a s we l l as p rocessi ng new books by l abelling them and cover-

i ng them with brown pape r . 2 Howe ver t his l i b r ary, like t hose in

other states , received l es s attention after it had been · i n e xi s t ence

a few years . By 1857 t he l i b r a ry had acquired on ly thirty - seven mor e

books , its l i b r arian had departe d , and the public school t e achers had

assumed his duties. 3 In 1878 the col lec t i on , much depleted, be came

part o f the Milwaukee Public Library.4

'rhe authors of t he 187 6 United St ate s Bure au o f Educat i on r eport

quoted ear lier , Public Lib r a r i e s in t he United States .. . , afte r a

s tudy o f the history o f the common school libra ry system, attempte d

to i dentify the "c aus es of t he dange rs and f ailure s that have attended

it" . Fi r stl y, the y saw t he se as being "defe c t s and f requent changes

1. Hawks , "A Ni neteenth- Century School Li.b.r'a .ry !", p . 361 , quoting f r om
his own Ph . D. work : Gr aham P. Hawks, I nc r ea s e A. Lapham:
wi sconsin ' s Firs t Sci entis t , (Ph.D. dissertation , Univers ity of
Wi sconsi n, 1960), p . 114 .

2 . Hawks , "A Nineteenth-Century School Libr a ry", p . 361.

3. Ibid . , p.361.

4 • Ibid . , p . 36 3 •
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in l .egislation"; and secondly, "incompetence and ind~fference in

the administration of the law" . \'1ith regard to the defects in

legislation, they claimed that

in permitting school districts to raise by tax and expend
money for libraries; without providing for s tate aid or
supervision in the selection of books; in granting state
aid without supervision of selection; in suspending at
intervals the grants of state aid; in limiting the size and
usefulness of the libraries by permitting the diversion of
funds to other purposes after each had acquired a certain
number of volumes, or for any other r eason in not requiring
that a sum equa l to the s tat e grant to any district should
be raised by the local t a xa t i on as a condition of such a
grant .•.

legislators in different states at different times impeded the

development of common school libraries. l The decrease in size of the

libraries, the los s of interest in their use and maintenance, and the

ge ne r a l lack of library organisation, it was claimed, called for

"exp e r t; knowledge i n the c are, use and .management of libraries." I 2

wh i ch had not been taken account of through the l egislation or by

those administering the law. Another reason which has been given for

the decline of the common school library is the lack of detailed

attention given to book selection in many of them. Elmer D. Johnson

claims that

seve r a l publi shing firms took advantage of the school district
library laws and compiled sets of wor ks , poorly selected,
printed a nd bound, but so l d on commission through local
representatives. The se sets often took up the entire funds
a va i l able , a nd their" drab ap) ea r a nce a nd dry contents did
little to p r omot e their use.

Jean Key Gates, citing Oliver Garceau' s 1949 report on public

l ibraries, suggests that these common s chool libraries eventually

1. Warren and Clark, Public Libraries in the "Un i t ed states.

2 . Koos, State "Pa r t i c i pat i on "in Public School Libr ary Service, p.6.

3. Elmer D. Johnson; History of Libraries "i n the Western "Wor l d ,
(2nd edn, Metuchen,N.J., 1970), p.358.
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f ailed because "the s choo l dis t ri.cts wer e artifi cial,ly _,c r ea t e d . by

s t a t e p lanners and di d not f ollow l oca l patt e rns of cult ural l oyal-

ties and inte l l ectual ne e ds ; and the l ibraries s e r ve d too sma l l an

a r ea , were inadequately housed, wer e poorly supervis ed by s choo l

trustees, and were badly mana ged .by .e Le ctied librari a ns".l Whil e a l l

these r ea sons may have had s ome bearing on the eventual de cline of

the common s chool l i braries, some would cle arly have been more rele-

vant in part icular state s than o the r s .

The developme nt o f common ·schoo l librarie s i n the Unit ed States

had para l l e l s in o the r countrie s , including Germany , whe re strong

cent r a l ised government and concern for t he centra lisati on of e duc a -

t ion from.t he e ighteenth cent ury had f acilitated t he deve lopme nt of

school lib r ary col lections in Pr us s i a . 2 In France , where soon a f ter

the Revolution a t tent i on was paid to the developmen t o f a centr a l ised

schoo l syste m, s mal l communi t ies began t o be equi pped with school

librari e s by 1831; by 1848 the s tate had spent two mi l l ion francs on

books f or the~. In 1837 librari es for t eachers were e s t ab l i shed , but

in the t urmoil o f 1848 and 1849 they were proscr i bed , a s were a l l

e ducat iona l meet i ngs , be caus e o f the f ear that they would encour age

r adical behaviour . By 1850 the se libraries h ad di s appeared in the

chaos of civi l un r e s t. Howe ve r b y 1860 att ention was agai n being

pai d t o school libraries; in 1862, f ollowing s uggesti.ons put f orward

by t he Mini s ter o f Educat ion t o the Emperor, "communal- libr a ries"

we r e e s t ablished f or s chool us e, and a p l an wa s implemented which

1. Jean Key Ga t e s; In t r oduction to ·Li b r a r i ansh i p , (2nd edn, New Yor k,
1976), p . 66 , c i t ing Ol i ve r Gar ce a u ; ·The Pub l i c Libra r y ·in the
pol i ti cal Process: . ·A .Report o f the Pub lic Li.brary I nquiry ; .. r

(~ew Yor k , 1949), pp . 19 -20 , p . 2l .

2 . Sidney L. J ack son, Lib r ari e s a nd Librarianship i n the West : A
Brief Hi story, (New Yo rk , 1974), p.282.
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required each school to maintain its own armoire-biblioth~que or

"closet library". The collections in these. libraries, supplemented

by municipal grants and private gifts, were available, as were the

school libraries of New York, not just to pupils but also to locar

adults. There were 4833 such libraries in France by 1865, with a

total of around 300,000 volumes, giving an average book collection

of only sixty or so volumes - rather less than the averaqe in many

American states at the same time. Within twenty years the situation

had improved, so that by 1889 there were 36,326 libraries with well

over five and a half million volumes, giving an average collection

size of around 150 books. The elimination of fees for tuition in the

state schools in 1881 meant less money available for books other than

textbooks; the impact of the financial crisis on school libraries

was softened, however, by state aid. These libraries contil1ued to

offer popular service, of varying quality, after the common school

libraries of America had ceased to function effectively.!

In American communities, as in nineteenth century England and

Scotland, Sunday school libraries played an important role in the

provision of books, with the emphasis in the united Sta-tes being on

the provision of books for young people. Henry Stevens told the

British Select Committee on Public Libraries in 1849 that "every

1. Jackson, Libraries and Librarianship in -the West, pp.345-346.
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conqze qa t.i.on a lmos.t has a Sabbat h.- s choo l Library", 1 though he

pointed out that i n America t hes e lib r a rie s s uppl i ed "books fo r

chi ldren ·f r om f ive to s i xteen year s o f .age ,,2 · whe r e as the British

Sunday s chool s general ly ser ve d t he whole popul ation . Sunday s chool

.l i b r a r i e s were firs t e s t abl ished in· the unit ed Stat es about 1825 as

an economical alternative t o books given t o go od p upi ls f or e xce l l -

ence i n particu l a r f i e lds , even for a ttenda nce , 3 whereas Britis h

Sunday s chool libr a r i e s had grown earlier i n r e s pons e to the needs

of the English and Scottish Sunday ·schools a s providers of e lement a r y

education , for poor ch i l dr e n and sometime s for adul t s . Li b r arie s

we r e, howe ve r, an i mportant part of t he Ame rican Sunday s chool , a s

A.E . Dunning unde r lined by s ayi ng that "ne xt to the choice of a

s uper i ntenden t , there is no graver subj ect"of consideration for a

Sunday-school t han the s e lect i on of its l i bra r y books " . ~

1. Great Br i t a i n . Se l ect Committ ee on Public Librari es, Report ,
p .99 , q .1529 .
Martha H ~ Brooks I "S unda y School Librari e s", Li bra r y Journal,.
4(1879 ) , p .338 , s a ys , "the Repor t on Public Li braries of the
United States Commissioner of Educ a t ion di smisses t he Sub j ec t o f
Sunday schoo l l i b r ari e s with the r e mark that t hey are almost as
numerous as t he churches of t he l and. The census of 1870 returns
the number of 8 ,346, 153 books in l i b r arie s in this grade. They
are di vi ded in so many i nsti t utions t hat a ny s t udy of t he i r
character i s well-nigh impos s i b le . The f i gur e s, l arge as they
are , are un doub t e dly l ess than might be the t ruth . The ve ry f ac t
that number make s i t almost hope l ess to attempt t o co llect
accurate statistics concerni ng them, . sugge s t s how wide is t hei r
r e ach ... ", Miss Brooks , howe ver, as a member of the (unitarian)
Ladie s Conmrission on SUnday School Books , which produced a cata
logue used f or book sel e ct i on b y many Sunday schools , was not
completel y disintere sted as a n obse rve r .

2 . Great Br ita i n. Select Commi t t ee on Pub l ic Lib r a r ies , Report ,
p .99 , q.1530.

3 . F . Al len Briggs, "The Sunday-School LibFary in the Ni net eenth
Century" ; Li b r a ry Quart erly , 31 (1961) , ·pp .166-l77.

4 •. A.E. Dunni ng , ·The Sun day - School Library , (New York , 1884), p .36 .
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The r e are two' vi.ews about wha t sort of books~ act ua l l y

sel ect e d to form t he content of these l ibr aries. The first suggests

that American Sunday s chool l i b r a rie s general ly contained r e creation a l

as well as improving l i t era t ure; the second s ugges ts that religious

literat.ure of va r i ous sor ts heavily ·pre dominated. F. Al l e n Br i ggs , in

s upport of the f i rs t view , c laims that the a i m o f t he librari e s wa s ·t o

combi ne r e ligious and moral teaching wi th the cultivation o f tast e ,

and to encourage a t tendance a t the s chools ,l s o t hat genera l wor ks and

s ome approved fic tion forme d pa r t of the books t a ck • Henry St evens in

1849, addressing the Britis h Se lect Commi t t ee on Publi c Li b r ari es,

des cr i bed t he Sunday s chool l i b r aries as general ly co n t aining works on

s e r i ous s ub jec t s , though he admitted tha t works "of a misce l laneous

character , · books of trave ls , hi s tory , biography , e tc . " I were i nclu-

ded . 2 And Ma rtha Tho rne Whee l er , writing in 1888, indica t e d t ha t

ideal ly a Sunday school l ibrary shoul d con t ai n "light science ,

biography and general helps o f many kinds s uited to young people ". 3

She fe l t tha t

in a coun try to'ffi where there i s no goo d public l i bra ry and
l a r ge private libr arie s are rare , t he Sunday - s choo l l ibrary
may i ncal culably inc r e as e its good influe nce by incl udi ng
ge neral l iterat ure , s c i e nce , history, poet ry , and whateve r
is he al t h f ul fo r young and o l d , or will he l p to keep t he
village boys and girl s out of tho s e moral and int e lle ctual

·s l ums which are perhaps more tempti ng t ha n t hose of the c i t y
be ca us e there are So few offsets . ~ .

However s ome l ibr aries were certai n l y not as wel l sto ck ed as these

descrip tions woul d Lnd.icatie j gi v ing s ub s tance t o the second vi ew of

1. Briggs , "The Sunday-Schoo l Li brary i n the Nineteent h Century " ,
p . 167f.

2. Gr eat Br i tain. sel ect COmmittee on Publi c Librarie s, ·Repo r t , p.99,
q . 1531.

3. Martha Thorne Wh eeler , "The Sunday-School Li brary"; Library Notes,
3 (1888) , p . 395.

4. Ibid. , p . 395.
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the collections of these libraries, which sees them as being

related purely to the role of .the Sunday school in religious

instruction. In 1884 A.E. Dunning wrote that the object of such a

'library was

the same as that of the school -of which it is an instrument 
to save souls through the knowledge of truth, and to nurture
them in the Christian life. Books that will aid this objcct,
directly or indirectly, have a place there. Books that will
not aid it, however interesti?g, or able, or suited to
cultivate a literary taste, are out of place there, The
object of the library is the same as that of the sermon. l

A book selection policy based on these aims would be very likely to

produce collections such as Frances Clarke Sayers described:

"limited in scope to religious tracts and books narrowly dedicated

to sectarian themes or morbidly dwelling upon sin and the need for

salvation,·.2 Extant library catalogues and lists of recommended

books for Sunday schools do s how, however, that while there was a

distinct emphasis in the collections on religious works, including

sermons, "true" stories in which the didactic aims and touching

deathbed scenes were prominent, question-and-answer "cat.ech.i.sm''

books, memoirs, and doctrinal works, there was a great deal of vari-

ation in the type of bookstack in Sunday school libraries at anyone

time. During ~he nineteenth centur~ too, there appears to have been
7 '

a gradual change in the emphasis in the collections from doctrinal

and expository works to general non-fiction and fiction,3 as there

had also been in Britain.

While it has. been claimed that book selection for these

1. Dunning, The Sunday-School Library , p .21.

2. Frances Clarke Sayers, "The American Origins of Public Library
Work with Children", Library Trends, 12(1963), p.6.

3, · Briggs, "The Sunday-School Library in the Nine-teenth century",
p.l7D.
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libr aries, o f t en simpl y from Sun da y s.chool library bookstores and

publis hers ' catal ogues , · was gene r al l y haphazard and inefficient , l in

some a reas a great dea l of attent i on was paid t o the qual ity o f the

books t ock; At t he Sunday school connected with the Second

Congregational (1st Uni t arian) Church in Wor ceste r, Massachusetts ,

it would have been impossible fo r any book not i n keeping wi th the

aims o f the Sunday schoo l to c reep int o the co l lection . Book s were

chose n from the ca t a l o gue of t he Ladi es Commiss ion estab l ished in

the Unitar ian Congregat ional Church t o p repare l i sts of book s s ui t -

able for Sunday s choo l lib r aries. A "compe t ent cornmit t ee" r ead a l l

the books recommende d by the Commis s i on t o select on l y tho se which

adequately met t he needs of the i r own school . Notes were made on

the ccntent s , those no tes , and the books themselve s, being then

submitted to the minister . 2

Though the Sunday s choo l librarie s had done a great deal ·o f

work in br inging books to c hildr e n t o whom they would h ave otherwise

been unavai lable , t here i s evidence t hat by the end o f t he nine teenth

cen t ury they we r e less popular than t hey had been. 3 There wa s some

no t e nt i r e l y unjustifi ed co ntempt f or the i r ri gid book sel ect ion

pol icies and what was describe d as their general "incompetence and

laxi ty of method" in a dministrati on . 4 I n 1888 Martha Thorne Wheeler

commente d tha t i n ear l i e r years whe n books had be en compar atively.

1. Ibid .

2. S .S . Green , "The Selection of Books for Sunday -School Li braries
and t he i r I n troduc t i on t o Children " ; ·Libr a r y J ou r na1 , · 7(1882),
pp .250-251.

3 . Briggs , "The Sunday-School Library i n t he Nineteenth Century",
pp . 176 -1 77 .

4. ·M. A. Di x on, "Sunday-School Librarie s" ; public Li braries , 5 (190 0) ,
pp.211 -213 •
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rare, the Sunday school library had seemed very attractive, but once

books were more freely available within the _community through public ,

school, and subscription libraries, the Sunday school libraries l os t

their drawing power. She went on to say that

• • . there are thoughtful .peopLevwho believe t ha t the Sunday
s chool library has had-its day; that the care and money o f
the Church might be more judiciously employed in other
directions ; that the public library might more wisely assume
the guidance of readers, and that to maintain sepa r a t e
librarie s in connect i on with each chur ch is a waste of money
and ene r gy . 1

As late as 1900 M.A. Dixon told a meeting of the Western Massachus -

etts Library Cl ub that the Sunday school library still had a vital

role to p l a y in ~~e community, compl e ment i ng the wor k of the public

libra ry , as l ong a s it coul d give personal attention to readers and

supply suitable references for t e achers . 2 This , however, was

probably mere wishful thinking, since by 1900 t he s e l i b r a r i es had

a l ready lost t he confidence and s uppor t of the reading public . 3 The

work of the public library was being "constantly schematized", i t s

"mac hi ne ry perfected It, 4 and its resource s · were being brought under

the control of better-trained people . The journal Public Libraries

in 1897 r eported on the provision of reading rooms for children in

public libraries; among those des cribed were the_children 's room at

1. Wheeler, "T1).e Sunday-School Library", p.391.

2. Dixon , "Sunday-School Libraries", pp . 211-213.

3 . Exceptions to this were those Slmday s chcol librari es which had
their bookstock supplied by the public libraries. In Spr i ngf i e l d ,
Mas sachusetts, there were four branch libraries of the public
libr ary in sunday s chool s. in 1900 , and the Milwaukee public and
New York free circulating libraries were doing similar work . The
St . Louis public library made a specialty of this kind of work,
s upp l yi ng eleven Sunday schools and four missions with 2000 books ,
with a c i r cu l a t i on in 189 9 of 14 ,000 volumes . Dixon , "Sunday
School Libraries ", p .213.

4 . Wheeler, "The sunday - s cboc l Library", p . 391 .
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the Boston public ·l i b r a r y where there were 5000 to 6000 books on

attractive open shelves~ the Pratt Institute Free Library in

Brooklyn, and the public libraries at Buffalo, Cambridge (Massachus-

etts) , Circle,,-ille (Ohio), Brookline (Massachusetts), Detroit,

Kalamazoo (Michigan), and pittsburgh. 1 This· public library provision

resulted in service for children, at least in the larger towns, with

which the Sunday school library, with its more limited aims, smaller

financial resources, shorter opening hours, and volunteer .l i br ar i an s ,

could not compete.

Above the common schools in the school system of early nine-

teenth century America were the academies. The academy development,

beginning around the middle of the eighteenth century, had created a

type of secondary school that was semi-public in control, offering a

broader course of study than the English grammar schools, and open

to girls as well as boys. The tradition of library provision in the

academies was an old one; it is reported, for instance, that in

1740 Benjamin Franklin included a library in his plan for a school. 2

While several academies were established during t~e colonial period,

little information is available about their libraries. The Boston

Latin School, for example, was apparently founded in 1635, though

nothing is known of its +ibrary until the nineteenth century. By

1844, however, it definitely had a library, since the Boston Latin

1. Gertrude P. Sheffield, et.a1. .. "Reading Rooms for Children",
Public Libraries, 2(1897), pp.l25-l3l.

2. Koos, State Participation in Public School Library Service, p.2.
Another early example of library provision in a secondary school
was the collection at Penn Charter School in 1744, housed in a
room specially designed as; a library. Sister M. Constance
Melvin, History of Public School Libraries in Pennsylvania,
(ph.D. thesis, univers.ity of Chicago, 1962r,p...24.
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School As sociation' was fo rmed in that year t o suppor t it.! Further

wes t , i n Mis souri, the '181 8 advertisemen t s f or st. Louis Academy'

indicated t hat the'school had a l ibra ry, w~d the Academy of the

Sacred Heart also had a library in '18 27 . In Massachusetts , Abbott

Academy in Andover ', f ounded i n 182 9,. had a "well-organized ,library"

by 1842 . 2 Onl y a f ew years l a ter , the Br i t i sh Se l e ct Commi ttee on

Pub l i c Librarie s wa s t old, i n 184 9 , t hat e ach of the 184 academie s

in the State o f New York had a l i b r ary att ached t o it . 3 These

l i b r a r i e s were support ed by indi vi du a l contr i but i ons , and t hey wer e

also , i n most states , e l igi b le for state bounty o r grants, as the

common school libraries were . 4 These a cademy librarie s, open to all

the p upi ls , and by courte sy to ot hers ,S were described as be ing "very

much used11 ·.6

In the year 1855 the figu r e s for 172 academies in the State of

New Yor k , gi ven in the Annual Repor t of the Regents of the University

I . ' Elm~r D. J ohnson and Micahe l H. Harris , History o f Li b r aries in
the wester n Wor l d , (3rd e dn , Me t uchen , N.J., 1976) , ,pp . 20 7 208 .

2 . Ibid. , pp . 20 7-208 . ,

3 . Great Britai n . Sel e c t COmmit tee on Public Librarie s , Repo rt ,
p .IOI, q . lS 76 , 1577 . These f igures di ffe r s l ight ly f rom thos e
given i n Edwar d Edwards, Memoirs of Li b r ari e s, (Vol . 2, London ,
1859), p . 239 , and quo ted below . Edwards c i tes stat ist ics f rom
the Sixty -Eighth Annua l Repo rt 'o f the Re gents of the University

" o f the Stat e 'o f New York , (1 855), pp . 173 -225 , and thes e fi gures
a re more like ly .t o be reliable than those which Henry Stevens

' gave i n verbal t e s t i mon y befor e the Selec t COmmittee on Public
Li bra ries in London on 8 May 1849 . I n r es ponding l ater to a
q uestion , q . 1852 , Stevens himself quoted the f igur es f r om the
Annual Repo r t of the Rege nt s , and indica t ed that the di s crepancy
migh t ha ve a r isen becaus e only 153 o f t he academie s actual l y
r eported in 1848 , a nd that the r e were others not i ncluded i n the
figures .

4 . Grea t Britain. Sele ct Commi t tee on public Librarie s , Repo r t ,
p, 99 , q.1533'. '

5 . ' Ibid. , p.lOl , q.1581 .

6 . Ibid . , p .lOl , q. 1583.
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~ f the ·St a t e of New York, . indicate .. that their 172 libraries then

co ntai ned 91 ,296 volumes, · t.he est i mated value of which wa s $88 , 432

(or 1-17, 686 sterling).1 The .a ve raqe s ize o f these l i b r a r ies was.

530 .8 vol umes , indicat ing r ather· larger collections generally than

those in the common s chool librarie s . 2 The number of academy

l ibraries incre as ed durin g the ninete enth century , when there was

a l so a gradua l incr e ase' i n the s ize o f t he l i braries. In New York ·

State , f or ins t ance, the number of libraries in a cademies increased

by ni neteen be t ween 1848 and 1855, with t he average s i ze of the

l ibr arie s incre asing by a little more than twenty-eight percent . 3

TZIBLE XI .

LIB RARIES IN ACADEMIES I N NEW YORK STATE 1848 - 1855"

Year Number of Tot al · Number Average Number of
Libraries of Volumes Vol umes .pe r Libra ry

1848 153 63 , 36 5 414 . 1
1850 154 65 , 524 425.4
1855 172 91 ,296 530.8

In acade mies in New York State in 1849 t he book collec tions

1. Edwards , Memoirs of Librarie s, Vol . 2, p.239.

2. In an article in t he ~ibrary . Journal i n 1904 , Elizabeth G.
Baldwi n , from evi dence i~ school prospectuses and from s urvi vi ng
library ca t alogues, s uggested that t he s e ear l y nineteenth ce nt ury
academy l i b r a r i e s r anged in s i ze f rom 250 t o 6000 vol umes .
Elizabet h G. Baldwin , "Some Old Fo rgo t ten Schoo l Li brarie s " , i n
Ar t hur E . Bostwi ck ; ·The .RE! lati onsh ip Bet ween t he Pub l ic Library
·and the Publi c Schools : . ·Reprints o f ·Pape r s and Addresses , (New
York , 1914), p.321.

3 . Bas ed on the f i gures give n i n the Tabl e below, the percentage
increa se was 28 . 19 .

4. Tab l e compiled f rom stat is t ics in the Sixty -Eighth ·Annua l Repo r t
. ·o f· t he · Regents ·o f t he Univer s ity o f St ate of New ·York, (1 855),

pp . 173 - 225, quoted by Edwa r ds, Memoirs of Libr aries , Vol. 2 , p . 239.
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cons isted ch i e f l y of those works r e commended .by the . Rege nts of the

University.l .I ncl udi ng in the i r col lect ions scient ific works and

tra nsla t i ons of the classi cs ,2 t hey · we re a r r anged in the f o l lowing

class es : . "theological and e cclesiastical his t ory ; history ,

biography and antiquitie s; . j urisprudence , pol itics and commer ce ;

perio dic al and col lective wo rks ; a r ts and sciences , includi?g

nat ural phi l osophy , nat ural hi s t ory, &c . ; voyages and travels ,

geographical and s t ati s tical wor ks ; poetry ; miscell aneous". 3

While t he common s chool l ibra r i e s had contai ned s ome chi ldren ' s

books, t hei r collections were ge nera l ly r elat ed to the readin g

i nterests o f· the local communi t y , whe r e as these a cade my library

col lec t ions , . like tho s e of the Sunday school librarie s, were r elated

to the aims and instructional nee ds of the school. The collections

outlined above are clos ely r elate d t o the American secondary s chool

cur r icul um; there are also clo s e simi lar ities with t he co l lect ions

of some nineteenth century English gr ammar and publi c school

libraries, particularly tho se o f Charterhouse4 and Rugby. S

One nineteenth cent ur y result of t he de ve l opment o f academies

was a deman d that the cit i e s should e s t ab l i sh f ree h igh (o r post~

ele~entary) s chools o f a similar nature . A f ew high s chool s we r e

established in the ear l y year s of t he n ineteent h century , i ncluding

Erasmus Hal l Hi gh School in Brooklyn , New York , whose l i br ary pr o -

1 . Great Br i t a i n . Selec t Committee on Pub l ic Li brar i es ; Repor t ,
p . IOl , q . l S84 .

2 . Ibid ., p . 102 , q . I S8S .

3. Ibid., p.lOI, q.IS84.

4. Charterhouse School; .Catalogue , ·pas s i m.

5. Rugby School; Ca t a l ogue o f the ·Ar nol d Li br a r y ; pass i m.
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duced a catalogue of its book .collection in 1803. 1 In 1827 the

Massachuset ts legisl a t ur e e nacted a l aw r equiring a high school in

every town ·of five hundr ed f amilies o r over, in ·which certai n

specif i ed modern s ub jects sho ul d be t aught . During the 1850s and

1860s high schoo l provis ion became a ccepted, wi th t he h igh s chool

provi ded as an ·i nt egr a l part of the common schoo l system and

f i nanced b y l ocal t axes. It was not until the last t wo deca des of

the nine t eenth cent ur y , however, that l ibr aries in · hi gh schoo l s

became corrunon .

In 1886 a lib r ary was establ ished at Detroit Hi gh School , con-

s is t i ng chie f ly of r e ference works and wor ks of litera t ur e dona t e d

by s t af f members . Most unusually, it ha d a l ibra rian : Mis s

Florence Hopk i ns , an 1884 graduate o f t he school who , t hough

apparently wi t h no tra i ning f or t he task ,2 soon de veloped a plan

of instruction intended to increase the l ibrary skills o f the

s tuden ts so t hat they could us e the r e f erence r e s ources mo re

eff i c ien t ly i n t he i r schoo l work . 3 In 1894 t he re was a l i b r ary,

also in its own room,.at The Village Hi gh School , Evans t on ; I l l i noi s ,

but it was not until 19 24 t hat a librari an was e mpl oyed f or this

school:" And in t he Biennial Repo r t of the State Superintendent o f

Publ ic Education t o t he Legislature o f Mississippi , 1889-1890, t he re

i s the first menti on of a libra ry at Greenv~lle Hi gh School . 5 This

1. Ruth Marie Edberg, The .Dynamic Evo l ution ; ·A ·Hi s t or y o f Det r oi t
School Libr a ries, 1886 - 1962 , (Detr oi t, 1962), p. 8.

2 . · Ibid., p. 9 .

3 • . Ibid. , p.ll.

4 . Leora K. Taylor , "A Tr adition of I nnova t i on: A Histo ry o f
Evanston Township High Schoo l ' s Li b r ary" ; ·I lli noi s .Libraries ,
50(1968), p . 908 . ·

5. Mab le Gaston, "G.H.S.: Mississippi 's Oldes t Schoo l Libr ary?",
Mississippi Libra r y News, (March, 19 73) , p . 30 .
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The Li b r a ry o f Gree nvil l e Hkqh School , l·l issi s » i p? i . in the 18Cf05 . {f n)ll, :
:';ilo l e Golston , "G .H.S .: Hi s si s n i p p i ' s Ol d e s t Schoo l Libra r y ? " . ~:!..~i ,, <; } !,~ ~ ,

~i br~ ry N~~~ . (Ma r c h, 1973) . p . 29 ) .

, - .. .- ~

i?....'"
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libra r y WaS stored in a room de s.i.qne d to be "a s t udy and reading

r oom",1 which r e s e mbl e d the ' r eadi ng r ooms o f - Schools of Art s a nd

I nsti tute l ibra rie s i n England wi t h its de sks and newspape r r eading

tables . I t t oo had no l ibr arian until a roun d 1920 .

While U,e photograph of Greenville Hi gh Schoo l Library in Ule

1890 s 2 shows an open access library in a r eadi ng r oom decorated wi t h

pictures a nd busts, in whi ch youn g people a re r e ading and working,

most of t he librarie s i n t he common school s and Ule Sunda y s chools

appear t o have b een closed acces s co l lections , ge ner a l l y only avai l -

able for l end ing, and open onl y for a short peri od during the week.

Some also had small r e f ere nce col l ect i ons" a nd t here f or e s ome f'ac i.L»

ities for s t udy and readin~but Uli s was not usual.

The closed acce s s library o f U,e Libe r t y Stree t Presbyte r ian

Church , Pi t t s b ur gh , de s cribed in 1884,3 provided Sunday s choo l

scholars with access t o a "s pe cial library-room" I open only f or half

an ho ur befo re and after s chool a nd o n Wednesdays before prayer-

meeti ngs . The s cholars s e l e c t ed t heir books f rom two written

catalogues kept b y the l i b r a rian: "one a numerical one , by whi ch , if

the number i s give n , he can Lmmedi at.e Ly t ell the name of the book,

and t he othe r , an a lphabe t ical one , by which, if Ule name 1S gi ven,

he can t ell if t here is s uch a book i n the lib r a r y , and i t s number".

The organisation of thi s l ibr a r y i s discussed in some detail :

1. Ibid . , p.30.

2. Photograph from Gas t on, "G.H.S.: Mis s i s sippi' s Oldest School
Library?", p. 29.

3. Dr. T. D. Davis i n Dunning; The 'Sunday -Schoo l Library , pp . 72 - 76 .
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The room is arranged very much like a common post-office.
The books are shown on pidgeon-hole [sic] shelves, through
glass cases . The backs of these ca ses L like the inside of
a post-office, are accessible only by the librarians. Above
each book, on the shelf over its pidgeon-hole, is its number,
both in front and back, next the librarians. Scholars can
see the size and general appearance of a book and know if it
i s in the library - -but, of course, are unable to touch it . ••
Having selected a book, _they ask for it, givinr the number at
a little window, like that in any post-office.

This library had a sophisticated borrowing system, for which s pec i a l

cards were -printed. The card for a s i mi l a r system, used by a not he r

Sunday school library, is illustrated. 2

'4 I
[ . . -,- _.

! Ja n. I }b7'1 Sept., - -- ' - - ---~ ~ ._.-

1-- - --. --
I-- -~~: =--= ----
I ----- -- -- ----
i ---- -- -

Feb. Jane. Oct.

lJar . .!~;r: lIev.

A Sunday s c hoo l library borrower's
card, in use in 1884. (From: A.E.
Dunning, The Sunday-School Library,
(New York, 18 84), p.71 .)

Each borrower had one of these cards, marked on the reverse s i de with

1. Ibid., pp.72-73. 

2 • Ibid., p. 71 .
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his name and personal details. When a book was borrowed, its number

would be written on the appropriate date due on the card, and the

card would then be hung "from a nail or tack driven in each lintel"

of the numbered licelIs " or "p.i.dqeon-eho.Lea n. ..

The . Rev. Frank Russell, of Mansfield, Ohio, also operated a

Sunday school library with books in closed access pigeon-holes. 1 He

felt that the catalogue which gave access to the library books should

be a little more complex than that described by Dr. Davis at the

Liberty Street Presbyterian Church. It was ideally to contain an

alphabetical list of the titles, with the books being entered, often

several times, by all the main words of the title. So to use

Russell's own example, Tim, the Scissors-Grinder, would be entered

under "Tim", liThe Scissors-Grinder II, and simply "Scissors-Grinder".

Each entry was to include the number of the book, the number of pages

in the book, and a letter to indicate the book's suitability for

Intermediate (I), Junior (J), or Senior (S) grades. 2 The Rev. L.T.

Chamberlain, D.D., indicated that in his library every scholar had a

copy of "the complete descriptive as well as alphabetical catalogue"

so that the scholars could choose books before they arrived at schoo1. 3

So despite the fact that these libraries generally contained only

several hundred books, they, like those of the British week-day and

1. Ibid., pp.76-82.

2. Ibid., pp.79-80. Other libraries, too, attempted in their cata
logues to indicate the age level for which a book was most suit
able. "Such classification is sometimes attempted in the cata
logue, either by using the asterisk and dagger. or, more simply,
by assigning the numbers below 500 to the youngest, and those
over 1000 to the oldest readers." Martha H. Brooks, "Sunday
School Libraries",Library·Journal, 4(1879), p.340.

3. Dunning, ·The ·sunday~schoOl 'Li br a r y , p.71.



206

Sunday schools, were apparently thoroughly organised, with stationer~

catalogues, and sophisticated .storage and retrieval systems. In a

nine months period the library of Dr, Davis's Liberty Street ·

Presbyterian Church Sunday School issued ·3460 volumes to scholars

without loss from a stock less than 'a third that size,l showing that

the library was both very well used, and adequately organised to cope

with considerable numbers ,o f users.

As in nineteenth century Scotland, so too in the United States

not all educationists were in favour of the development of school

libraries. Many in fact ignored the school library; some regarded

it as "a school nuisance ll
•

2 It was claimed that, despite some school

library development in most places, there were teachers, principals,

and school superintendents who saw little good in libraries. They

feared that children would "idle away pzecaous minutes, if privileged

to read books during school hours". These people systematically

excluded, where possibl'e, all but textbooks from the school, and "as

an extra precaution [placed] formidable restrictions upon the use of

the reading room, if such there be, requiring special permits for

library privileges, all permits being severely dated, and time

limited".3 This attitude to school libraries was not quite as harsh

as that of those Scottish Inspectors who saw any reading of works not

directly studied in class as an undesirable distraction for children,

but it did inhibit the. growth of school libraries in some areas of

the United States in the late nineteenth century.

1. ' Ibi d . , p .76.

2. C; C. Certain, "The status of the Library in Southern High
Schools", Library 'J ourna l ; 40(1915), p.63T.

3 • Ibid. , p.633·,
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In ni neteenth century :Australia school libr ary collect ions wer e

established in many primary schools i n New Sout h Wales, Vict o r i a ,

and Queensland ; The s e were generally s ma l l libraries of t wo to four

hundr ed books, suppli ed by donors or by l ocal fund · r aising. As ear l y

as the 1870s s uch lib r arie s r eceived s ome suppor t from s chool

I nspectors i n the ir a nnual reports and i n pub l ic speeches . I ndepend-

ent se condary schools and those as sociated with r e l igi ous denomina-

tions - the "non-State schools" - had frequen t ly shown an i nterest in

l i b r a r y development . In addi tion , there wer e some lib r a r i es formed

i n the s t a t e . high schools of New South Wales a nd Vi ctoria f rom t he

1860s. Libraries in primary and s econdar y schools in Australia in

t he nineteenth century we re rarely open to the public, thou gh by 1909

i n both New South Wale s and Queensland , primary school library

col lect ions were providing r e ading mat ter f or adults i n t hei r l ocal

communi t ies on an informal basis. 1

Sunday school l ibrar ies do not appear t o have be en a s numerous

in Australia in t he nineteen t h century as they were i n Great Bri t ain

and the uni t ed States of Amer i ca , p a r t ly because Sunday schoo l s t he m-

s elve s have p layed a sma l ler role in the history of Austr a l i an

e ducat ion t han the ):' did i n Great Brit ain and the United States .

1. Lett e r from the Unde r Secretary , Department of Publ ic
Ins truction , Queensl and,ls Octobe r 1911 , i n Queensland State
Archives , Departmen t of Publ ic I ns t ruc t i on, Li br ary Va r i ous ,
No. l.
New South Wale s ; ·publ i c ·I ns t r uc t i on ·Ga ze t t e , 31 May 1909, p. 119 :
"Almos t ever y s chool now has i t s l i bra r y, which ve ry f requent ly
is us ed by par ents as f r eeLy as by pup i ls " ; ·31 May 1911, P .151 :
"Many bush school libraries a r e freely used by the parents ••• ",
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Sunday schools were established rather later here than the late

eighteenth century Sunday schools of Britain. Like those in the

United Kingdom, however, they were originally established to provide

a general education for people, of all ages, who had not previously'

had the opportunity to learn to read. The letter-writer "Amicus",

in the columns of the·Sydney Gazette in ISIS, noted that the aim of

the Sunday school, as he saw it, was "the rendering of the sacred

writings more generally useful, by enabling many to read them who

are now incapable, from a neglected education" .• l To this end,

lessons were given in reading and writing in the early Sunday

schools, as well as elementary religious instruction. 2

It appears that the first Australian Sunday school to be con-

ducted on the English model was opened by William Pascoe Crook in

lS13 at Concord in sydney.3 Later the interdenominational New South

Wales Sunday School Institution, established in December ISIS,

encouraged the formation of Sunday schools to meet the needs of both

adults ·and children in towns and in rural areas.~ By March lS16 six

Sunday schools had been established through this Institutio~at

Sydney, Concord, Parramatta, Windsor, Richmond, and Castlereagh.5

Within a few years, however, much of the work of this group had

1. Sydney Gazette, .14 October ISIS.

2. Alan Barcan, A History of Australian Education, (Melbourne,
19S0) , P .20.

3. Mitchell Library, Bonwick Transcript, Box 49, p.335. There is
some evidence, however, of at least .one earlier Sunday school, an
infant school apparently operating in 1797 under the charge of
Miss Susannah Hunt. S.H. Smith and G.T. spaull,History ·of
Education in New South Wales :(17SS-l925) , (Sydney, 1925), p.lS.

4. Vernon W.E. Goodin, "Publ~c Education in New South Wales Before
lS4S",RoyalAustralian Historical Society Journal · artd · Proceed~

ings, 36(1950), p.161.

5. Mitchell Library, Bonwick Transcript, Box 50, p.235.
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collapsed through denominational rivalry,by 1820 , when

Commis sioner Bigge wrote hi s Third Report, on conditions in New Sou t h

Wa l e s , there were on ly four denominational Sunday s chools in the

oolony,! It ha s be en suggested ,that t he se e a r l y Sunday ,s chool s did'

"good wor k in the field of educa t ion. by provi di n g t hose of maturer

years with the opportunit y of learning to read and write; but purel y

r eligious educat ion appea rs to ha ve 'become dominant ear ly "Z - in

f act, f rom as ea r ly as 182 0 , when the Sunday School I ns t i t ut ion had

spl it up , and when e lementary educat i on was in~reasingly being pro-

vided t hrough public fund s . By 1839 , s i xteen Sunday school s were

r ecor ded in New South Wales , o f which nine were Chur ch of Eng l and .

f our We s leyan , two Pre sbyte rian, and c ne congregati on al,3 the

instruction given in t.he se schoo ls wa s " en t.LxeLy religi<?us" . 4 The

c:.i l dren attending the Church o f England Sun day school at Pitt. TOwn

were mostly those who also a t tende d the local "week - s chool" , 5 whi l e

1. P.76. Of the fou r Sunday schools listed by Bigge, three were
Wesle yan schools in Sydney. ' whi l e one was conducted by the Chu r c h
of England. Goodi n , "Pub l i c Educa t ion in New South Wale s Before
1848", p . 163 .

2 . Goodin , "Public Education in New So uth Wales Before 1848", p.163.

3 . Collated from info r mation given by Wi l l i am'Westbrook Burton , The
St at e o f 'Rel i gi on and Education 'i n New South Wales , (London,
1840) , pp . ls7 - 236 .

4 . Ibi d ., ·p . l s 7 . A r epor t on "Our Sunday School s" i n The 'Chr i s t i an
" Advoca t e and l'Ies leyan Record , 2 February 1860, PP. 26-27 , . a lso

stressed that Sunda y schools had unde rgone a change in function
early in the nine t eenth cen t ury , f r om being "i nt e nded t o s uppl y a
means o f secular ins t ructi on t o thos e who had not the means Or
opport unity of ge t ting it on the week-day ", t o t he "importat i on
o f Scr ipt ure knowl edge and r eligious i ns truction " only . In 1858,
William Buckley Haigh , i n a pamph let titled The Juvenile Scriptur e
'Pea r l Society , or .. Observa t i ons on t he De sign of Protesta nt
'Sabbat h Schools .. •• p ub l ished in Sydney , des cri bed Sunday schoo l s

. as t he "nur s e r i e s of the Church II (p . 10 ) whose ai m was "to promote
the sp i r i t ua l interests of mankind " (p .1 3)' , he, t oo, suggested
that a general educationa l . role had been abandoned many ye ars
ear l i e r .

5. Burton , The State of Religi on and Education 'i n New 'South \'Ial es ,
p .196.
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many of the teachers in the Sunday schools gave elementary

instruction in ordinary schools during the week as well as religious

instruction ina Sunday school. 1

The earliest Sunday school library of which any record has

survived is that of the Parramatta Sunday School conducted by the New

South Wales Sunday School Institution. In 1815 this library was open

for borrowing by teachers and by child and adult subscribers.2 However;

Australian Sunday school libraries, from supplying reading materials

to support the elementary instruction given in the schools run by the

Institution, developed to support the purely religious instruction

for children given in the later Sunday schools, and to supply some

selected materials for recreational reading.

By 1858 the Wesleyans alone had 227 Sunday schools in the.

Australian COlonies and Tasmania. 3 1nere is considerable evidence

that much emphasis was placed on the use of books in schools con-

ducted by members of this religious denomination, with "immense

numbers of publications adapted to the capacities of juvenile

minds •••published by [the wesleyan] book establishment in London"

finding ''' t he i r way into •••numerous Sabbath schools", where they had

"an important part in the Christian training of the rising genera~ .

tion" •4 In the Sydney souch Circuit of Wesleyan Sabbath schools in

1. Ibid., p.202.

2. "Rules for the Parramatta Sunday School", reprinted in Jan
Burnswoods and Jim Fletcher, Sydney and the Bush, A Pictorial
History of Education in New South Wales, (Sydney, 1980), p.21.

3. The Christian Advocate and Wesleyan Record, 21 July 1858, p.15.

4. Ibid., 21 June 1858, p.2 . .See also the 6 June 1861 issue of this
journal, pp.446-447, for an article on the value of reading,
including the reading of secular works.



211

1859 the So ut h Sydney Sunday School had a library of about 400

volume s (respectable b y the s t anda r d s o f similar libraries in Gr ea t

Bri tain and the Uni ted State s a t the same t ime), for the use of the

174 chi l dren who r egularly a t tended , and of their t wenty-five t ea chers .

In the same c i r c ui t , the Ha y Street pchool had 440 vo lumes f or its

s e venty-two r e gular pupi l s an d their e i ght een t eachers; the Glebe

School had 260 volume s for around one hundred childr e n and ninete en

t e achers ; and the Haun t Lach l an Schoo l had 138 vo lumes for 116

childr~n a nd thirt ee n t ea chers.! Th i s indicates a r ange in the s i ze

of t he librarie s in this a r ea , and in provision o f books per pupi l :

a t Hay Stree t 6.1 book s were provided fo r each pup i l , whi l e t he r e

were only 1. 1 books per pupi l at Mount Lachlan. In the Newtown

Wesleyan Sunday School Circuit, s i x o f the e l e ven Sunday s chools had

l !.braries in 1859 , with a t otal of 1020 volumes . However the )'Iewtown

s choo l owne d 420 of this t otal number of volumes, so that some o the r

libraries in the circuit mus t have bee n very smal l . The Newtown

library , appears a lso to have been be t ter organised t han t he others; '

with a rudimentary ca talogue o f :the books,and a system of ke eping

l oan s tatist i c s . 2 In the Nor th Sydney Circui t in 1860 "the size of

t he libr aries r a nge d from 700 volume s a t the York Street School to

140 a t the Ba lmai n School . 3 Du r ing the ear ly l 860 s l ibrar ies were

a lso i n e xistence i n We s l eyan Sunday schools i n other Sydney distri c ts,

inc l uding Sur rey Hills ,~ " Wooloomooloo ,5 Paddington, 6 and in count ry

1. Ibid . , 9 June 1859, pp .229 - 230 .

2 . Ibid. , 21 July 1859, p . 264 .

3. Ibi d . , 26 April 1860, pp . 103- l 04.

4 . Ibi d . , 2 August 1860 , p.191.

5 . Ibi d. , 16 August 1860, p . 201.

6 . Ibid. r 29 August 1861 , p .32 •



212

districts a s far away a s Gou l bu r n . 1 Non e o f these libr aries had

more than 500 vol umes , while some had fewer t han on e hundred ; none

appea r s to have bee n as well or ganised as t hat at Newtown.

In the l a ter years of the nineteenth century, small l ending

collections were sometimes as s e mbled in l ocal churche s, particul ar l y

the Wes leyan chur ches , for t he use o f t he Sund?y school children .

The se librarie s, comparable i n size wi th, b ut organi s ed i n a much

less thorough way than, the Sunday" school libraries of Br i tai n and

Amer ica i n the s ame period, appear t o ha ve cons isted chiefly of

"reward" t ype mor a l and religious stories . The f ew de s c r i ptions

which survive a r e from the ear l y t wentieth century , when hooks in

most of the s e l i braries were already too ol d and out-of-da t e to be

inter e s t i ng . I van Southal l ha s brie f l y de scribed one in a smal l

Vi c tor ian rural town in t he 1920s; i t was housed i n a bench i n the

church porch, and he r emembers it a s cons i s ting l a rgely of multiple

copi e s of books wr i t ten by Arthur Me e, o f the sort des igned to

i mprove. 2 Despite bei ng a lmost t otally depr ived of r ead i ng matter

as a child, he does not recal l ever bei ng suffi cient l y int ere sted in

the books i n t hi s colle ction to read them. 3 Si r Paul Ha sluck had

r ather better memor i e s of the Methodist Sunday School l i b r a ry in

Pe r t h from which he borrowed two books a week around 1917. This

co l l e c t i on consisted of "good boys' book of adven t ure and school

1. Ibid ., 11 Apr i l .186l , p.407.

I van Southal l , A J ou r ney o f Di s cove r y : On l~riting for Children,
(Ha rmondsworth , 1968), p.7l.

3. Ibid., p . 7l . Another Aus t r a l i a n writer for children, Nance
Donkin, mentions that she "read through the Sunday-s chool
libra r y - Edgar Wallace and Sydney Horle r" a t a hout the s ame
time as Ivan s outhall was looking f or book s t o r e ad. Nanc e
Donkin , II Tale s from a Cedar Bo okc a se", The Educational
Magazine, 35 , 3 (1978 ) , p .41.
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life or stories of missionaries in Africa,,;l much of this could,

however, be classed as reading material "designed to improve",

especially since many adventure stories were seen in this light by

nineteenth and early twentieth century educators.

From the evidence available, it is apparent that Australian

Sunday school libraries, like those of the united States, had

played some part in bringing books to children, particularly, from

the 1830s, the children of church members, to whom they would have

otherwise been unavailable. There is also evidence that, again like

Sunday school libraries in the United States, they were less popular

by the end of the nineteenth century then they had been earlier.

Nevertheless Australian Sunday school libraries were never as well

organised, or as popular, as the better Sunday school libraries in

Great Britain and the United states.

It was in the parochial schools established by the government

of the Colony of New South Wales to meet the need for "plain and

practical" primary education that ordinary school libraries in

Australia were first developed. Archdeacon Scott in 1829 reported

that thirty-six such schools had been established, including infant

schools, in Sydney, Parramatta, and Windsor. -Writing to Governor

Darling, Scott said that in order "to give more effect to these

primary schools" he had requested that each chaplain "establish a

lending library for the use of children, lending such books as were

calculated for their capacitities, selected from the catalogue of

the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and other useful

1. Sir Paul Hasluck, Mucking About: An Autobiography, (Melbourne,
1977), p .63.
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publications" ,1 which would seem to .indicate that he had in mind

libraries combining general and religious and moral works in their

collections in the manner of the English week-day schools. He

commented that the reports he had received of these new school.

libraries were "very favourable", and given "proper care and

attention", he believed that "much good [would] be effected" through

them. 2

Libraries in independent schools, which provided most of the

post-primary education offered in Australia in the early and mid-

nineteenth century, were the earliest secondary school libraries in

this country. One of the first was a book collection built up in the

1840s at the Queen's School, Hobart. In 1842 the Principal reported

to the Governor that he had "procured a few books with a view to the

formation of a library", though there were not enough to warrant

housing in a separate room. He went on to say that he had it "in

view to apply any surplus which may arise. from the fees of tuition

to the accumulation of a sum sufficient to purchase a library in

England, of a. character suited to the Institution", and the sixteen

pupils then enrolled in it. 3 He apparently wanted to develop a

substantial library along the lines of the English public school

general collections in the early nineteenth century. At Ipswich

Grammar School, Queensland, which opened in 1863, there was a

"library" from the end of that year or early in 1864. The Headmaster

1. Archdeacon Scott's Final Report to Governor Darling, 1
September 1829. Historical Records of Australia, (Vol.lS,
Sydney, 1922), pp.219-220.

2. Ibid., p.220.

3. John Philip Gell, Report of the Queen's School, Hobart,
Legislative Cowlcil of Van Dieman's Land, 1842, pp.l-S. Report
dated 24 August 1842.
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of the sc hool wrote in 1864 , "we must give [t he more s t udi ous boys]

a lib r a r y, f urnished with sui tabl e books to assist them in thei r

s tudies ... a s soon a s we have a room for t he purpos e" . 1 I n December

J:868 he produced for t he Tr us t ee s "a Cata logue of the "l ibrary books ,,2

which showed that the school library- pos s es sed ni net een volumes,

three o f them donat ed, e l e ven of the n i ne t een cons t ituting Grote's

Hi stor y of Greece. 3 After this the lib r a r y grew r easonably qui ck l y ,

f o r in 1869 there are accounts f or the purchas e o f sixt y -se ve n books

for the library , chiefly English l i t e r a tur e and some f i ct i on , q

"s ugges t i ng a change i n the function of the library , from a place fo r

bright boys to work , to providing a col l ection of recreationa l r eading

for al l .

Many i ndependen t sc hools establ ished school l i b r ari e s in the

l 880 s and l 890s, often i n their f ounda t i on year. At St . Ignatius'

Co l l ege , Riverview, Sydney , boys ' lib r ari e s have been avai l able for "

r ec r e ation and reference s i nce the ::f o unda t i on o f the Coll ege in

1880. 5 -Townsville Grammar Schoo l had a library of "t wo or t h r ee

doze n books" -in the yea r i t wa s f ounded, 1888; by 1897 there we r e

250 books on shelves i n the Dining Hal l . This was a r ecreat ional

1. Letter, St ua r t Hawt horne, Headmaster, to the Chai nnan of
Tr us t ee s, Henry Chal linor , 1 Apri l 1864, I p swi ch Gr ammar School
Ar chive s.

2. Letter , Stuart Hawthorne t o t he Chairman of Trustees , Henry
Challinor , 8 January 1869, in the I pswi ch Grammar Schoo l
Ar chives .

3 . "I pswi ch Grammar School "Library " , MS , a t tached to a letter from
Stuart Hawthorne to t he Trustees , 28 December 1868 , i n the
I pswich Gr ammar School Archives.

4. "Li bra ry Books - Books Suppl ied t o t he Grammar School, Ipswi ch ,
8 May 1869", MS , in the I pswich Grammar School Arch i ves .

5. Rev . J ohn W. Doyle , "Saint I gna tius' College Librar y, Riverview" ,
Australian Libr ary J ournal, 13(1964), p . 156 .
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l ibr ary , chief ly o f popular fic tion , incl uding the works of Henty ,

Marryat , Haggard , Ainsworth ', and R.M. Ballantyne . 1 I n May 1898 when

its firs t schoo l magazine was p roduced , Br i s bane Gr amma r School

alr eady had a l i b r a r y of about 400 vo lwnes , i nc l udi ng "a nicel y

selecte d collection ' of ' Engl i sh works of f ict ion ".2 At Somerville

Hous e (The Brisbane Hi gh School for Girl s ) , f ounde d i n 1899 a s a

privat e s chool , and now. under t he cont ro l o f the Uni t i ng Church ,

p lanni ng fo r a schooL l i br a r y bega n wi thin a few mon t hs of the

open i ng of the school . "Many gi fts o f books wer e made by generous

pa rents and £ r i ends a s wel l as by t he girls t hemse l ve s - whi le each

pup i l paid a s ubs c r i p t i on of on e penny a week to the Libra ry Fund " .

The l ibrary be gan in a s pec i a l l y bui lt cupboard i n one of the c l ass -

r ooms, 3 as did s o many other s . The se school l i b r a r y col lec t i ons

seldom occupie d their own r oom s e t aside for a library . Some wer e

i ntended t o be academic l i b r aries , as a t I p swi ch Grammar School in

its firs t years ; o thers were purely r ecr eati onal, as a t Towns vil l e

Grammar School ; s t i l l others a t tempted to provide bo th cur riculum

r e l a t ed mate rial s and f iction/genera l r eading materials . Most were

heavi ly de pendent on do nati ons 'and so acquired very mixed coll ections

o f popul ar wo r ks, gener.al refe r e nce wo r.k s , and English l i t e r a t ur e,

which pa r ents , teachers , and pupils f elt they could spar e .

Libraries in governmen t schools providing some post- p r imar y

edu cati on were being established by t he l 850s . In 1858 there we r e

libr aries i n New South Wales schools conducted by the Board o f

1. Townsvi lle Grammar ' School Magazine , (1 897) , pp. 4 - 5 .

2 . Brisbane Graw~ar School Magazine , (1 89 8), p . 15 .

3 . Phyl l i s G. Freeman , History of Somervi lle House (The Brisbane Hi gh
School f or Girl s ) 1899-1949, (Bri s bane , 1949), p .8 .
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National Education at Fort-Street, Cleveland-Street, William-Street,

and Paddington, in Sydney, and .at Mudgee and East Maitland. 1 One

was also established at Balmain shortly afterwards. The Board of

National Education in its 1858 Annual Report stated that "much

benefit would result from the establishment of school libraries oon-

sisting of books of travel, voyages, biographies, and others of an

interes"ting and instructive character n •
2 At the conference of

Inspectors held on 25 March 1867, just after the abolition of the

National and Denominational Boards of Education and the appointment . of

the Council of Education, it was recommended "that in schools under

the Council's ~upervision the establishment of libraries for the use

of the pupils would, in the judgement of the conference, prove very

beneficial". 3 The Council of Education was requested by the

Inspectors to contribute a portion of the cost of the books and of

the cases in which they were to be kept, while the remaining portion

was to be raised in the neighbourhood of the school by parents and

friends. The Council of Education does not appear to have acceded to

the request of the Inspectors and the small libraries which had been

established were allowed gradually to fall into disuse. The library

at the Model School at Fort-Street was re-established in 1892,4 and

in 1899 at Fort Street Boys' Hi"gh School there "was a libr a r y5 con-

sisting mainly of fiction and English literature. These small

1. The New South Wales Educational Gazette, 5,2(1895), p.27.

2. Ibid., p.27.

3. Ibid., p.27.

4. Ibid., p. 27 •

5. The Fortian, 1,1(1899), (no pagination until 1912), quoted by
Alan George Shearman, The Development of Departmental High School
Libraries in New South Wales, (Post-graduate Diploma in Librarian
ship thesis, university of New South Wales, 1963), p.4.
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gove rnme nt school l ibr ari e s , administered by teachers , and stored

in a ny convenient p lace , were very similar to those being estab-

l ished in many of the independent secondary schools , with

co l lections of a few hundred books mainly for recreational reading,

relying on the ·support of parents , local benefactors , a nd the

children .

In the primary schools the Inspectors played an i mpo r t a nt role

i n promoting the growth of school l ibraries f r om the 1870s . I n

their r eports t he y complai ned about the ea r l y l a ck of library pro-

vision , and they endeavoured to s t i mul a t e l o ca l efforts to provide

books . I n 1875 Victorian Inspector Elkington commented that a s choo l

l ibrary wa s a grea t rarity and t ha t "except an int eresting little

col lection · at Ba i r nsdale , I doubt whether t here i s on e i n . the

dis t rict " . l A f ew years l a t e r his colleague , I nspe ct or Brodribb ,

wrote that he would l i ke to see "a small l i br a r y attached t o every

school. .. to i mbue our 1;cholars with a tas te for r ea di ng" , providing

"them with resources of profi t and pleasure , and with safegua r ds

aga i ns t idleness of mischief" . 2 While l oca t ed i n the Beechworth

District , Inspector Henry Finch Rix was parti cularly active i n

support of school l i b r a r i e s, writing i n 1885 that "p r i mary schools ,

especially those i n the country , wil l never fulfi l t hei r mission

thoroughly, unless in them there be established l e nding libraries " .3

He sought to raise money thr ough donations in t he district t o buy

1 . Victoria , Report of the Mini ster of Public Ins t ruction, (1874 
1875) , p . 165 , quoted by L.J . Bl ake (ed .) , Vision a nd Realisation ,
Vol. l , (Me l bourne , 1973) , p.1034 .

2 . Victoria , Repo r t of the Mini ster . . . , (1881- 1882) , p . 192 , quoted
by Blake , Vi sion and Rea l i sa t ion , p.1034 .

3 . Victo ria , Report of the Mi ni s t er . . . , (1886-1887) r p .160 , quoted
by Bl ake , Vi s i on and Realisation , p . 1034 .
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books fo r schools because he felt that

t he majori ty of children , especial ly in the country , grow up
in ignorance of the rich stores of profi table p l easure to be
found in books. Knowing no books but their class r eaders ,

.the y read only when t hey must , and they come to look on
r eading as merel y a school task , not as a ke y . whi ch will admi t
them to t he t emple of knowledge . 1

As an example of what could be done , A.E . Wa t s on wrote an

account2 of a lib r a ry e stablished i n 1876 a t Be l l street School ,

Fi t z roy , Me l bourne . This library, fo r Class Six pupils , was .carried

on by Joseph Wr ight , f irs t as s i s t ant at the s chool , and supported by

a s ubscr i p t i on of a penny pe r mon t h from each pupil, an amount

s u f f i c i e nt to buy one new volume each month. The books , cover ed a nd

catalogued , could be borrow ed e very Friday a f ternoon for a weekly

period . I n 1900, when it was moved to the nearby Napier Street

School , t he library consisted o f about 200 vol umes of f iction.

There we r e lib r arie s i n some New South Wales primary s chool s ,

t oo , i n t he l at e nine t ee nth cent ury . In the New South Wales

Educational Gazette there is a r eference to school lib r a r i e s i n 1891

being supported by annual concerts and voluntary subscriptions, with

the not e that "te n pounds, j udicious l y spent, wi l l buy sufficient

books to make a very fai r nucleus" . 3 In 1895 Mr John Ni chol a s , of

the Public School at Oberon , wrote to the Educational Gaze t t e t o

draw attention to the fac t tilat.in 1878 he had establi shed a library

at his own expense i n a smal l s chool at Blue Gum Flat , now Ourimbah. 4

1. Victoria; Report of the Minister • • • , (1889- 1890) , p .233, quoted
by Blake , Vision a nd Realisation, p. l034.

2 . Education Gazette , October 1900, p .62 .

3 . New South Wales Educati onal Gazet t e , 1(1891), n . p.

4 . New South Wales Educational Gazette , 5,4(1895), pp.69 - 70.
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Further north, in Queensland, there were other primary s chool

l i b rari es. TIle Report of the Boar d of Gene ral Educati on for 1866

mentions a libr ary ~n the ve s ted school at warwick , maintaine d "at

t he voluntary e xpense of the children t hemse l ve s ... ".1

Despite some local initiatives in school library provision in

New South Wa les i n t he lat e nineteenth century, most p r i ma r y s choo l

libr arie s there, as in Victor ia , we re establ i s hed thr ough the

encouragement of s chool Ins pectors. 2 In the 1890s many were begun

as a r e s ult o f the wor k o f one man, Mr . Inspe ctor J. Kevin,3 who was

active in promot ing the idea of school libra~ies, and who himself

o rganised commit t ees to r aise f unds f or book s in his inspectorial

distri c t s, fi r st Lithgow, and l ater Dungog. q Much of the mone y came

f r om annual con ce r t s and vo l untary subscript ions ;S at this Rtage

there was no go ve rnment s ub sidy o r s upport f or the movement. 6

1. Warwick' Ce ntral State Schoo l Cente nary Commit t e e, Warwi ck Cent r a l
State School Centenary , 26 J uly 1975, ' (Wa rwi ck , 1975), p. 4.

2. Austral i a was not the onl y country in the late nineteenth ce nt u r y
in wh i ch t he deve lopment of s chool libra rie s was e ncouraged by
school Ins pe ctors . In England , from the time of Mat t hew Arnol d ,
many o f He r Ma jest y 's Ins pe ctors had e ncouraged the provis ion of
materials for readi ng i n schools. I n Sout h Af r ica in t he 1890s,
Sir Thomas Mui r , Superi n tendent-Genera l of Educa tion a t the Cape,
gaine d the ·"t i t l e " of "Fa ther of schoo l librar i es ll f or his work
i n encouraging t heir de velopme nt. During his t e rm of o f f ice , 1892
to 1915, schoo l l ibra ries, from being extremel y unusual (wi th only
t went y-two in the p r ovince in 1892), be came accepted as part of
the no rma l fac i l ities of a schoo l (with 225 7 schools havi ng
l ibrar ies i n 191 5). See D. M. Turner, "'I'he Devel opment of School
a nd Chi l dren ' s Li.brarie s in Sout h Afr i ca " , South African
Libr a r i e s, 12 (1952 ) , p . 13 4 ; a nd Kathy A. Beukes , The His t ory and
Deve lopment o f Schoo l Lib r aries in The Cape Province of South
Af rica , from Se ttlement t o 1788, (Gr aduate Di p l oma in Teacher
Librari anship ma j or study p r oje ct, Kelvi n Gr ove Col lege o f
Advanced Education, 1978), pp . l 4 - 16 .

3. Anonymous, "New Sout h Wales Schoo l Libraries .. • ", TIle Bulletin,
23 July 1898, the red page .

4. Ibid .

5 . New Sout h Wales Education a l Ga zette, 1(1891), n.p.

6. Anonymous , "New Sout h Wale s School L5.bra ries • .• ", the red page .
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curate figures for the number of school libraries actually

tablished in the 1890s are impossible to obtain, but the Table

ves an idea of the number and size of the libraries established in

e Lithgow and Dungog Districts. 1

The figures .f r om the New South Wales Educational Gazette,
3,9(1894), p.l?3, are incorporated in a report of a speech by
John Kevin. The second figures corne directly from the text of a
speech by Kevin, "State School Libraries", in Library Association
of Australasia, Conference Proceedings, 189B;(Adelaide, 1969),

· pp . 6 3 ~69 . The third figures are taken from an anonymous report
in 1898 describing the work of Kevin: "New South Wales School
Libraries •. . ", The Bulletin, 23 July 1898, the red page.

From the references in the speeches and in the Bulletin account
it is difficult to date the figures given with any accuracy. In
his speech to the Library Association of Australasia, for
instance, Kevin made statements like: "about six years since I
moved in the matter of School Libraries ... " (p.66), and "•• •it
was. not long, however, since we could count these institutions
[school libraries] by the dozen ••• " (p , 66). This means that only
approximate dates can be ascertained from his speeches, and from
reports which rely .cnthem.

Kevin also gave statistics only in round numbers, and his
totals of libraries and books, given in speeches in various
places and at various times, did not always agree. He said in
his speech to the Library Association of Australasia Conference
in 1898 (Proceedings, p.66): "Subsequently, on my removal to
Dungog (my present district), I took up the movement again, with
the gratifying result that in a little over two years, we had one
hundred libraries, with ten thousand books, if not more". The
library movement in the Dungog District would appear to have
begun in 1895. The report of the school libraries in The
Bulletin of 23 July 1898, the red page, gives the total books for
the Dungog libraries as being between 8000 and 9000 in 1898, with
the libraries numbering between ninety and one hundred.

It should also be noted that since the figures given in this
table are collated from different sources, they present an
unreliable chronological picture of library development.
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TABLE XII

NE'd SOUTH WALES SCHOOL LIBRARIES , LITHGOI'/ AND ·DUNGOG DISTRICTS

Source of Date District Nwnber of Total nwnber Average nwnber
Statistics Li b r a r i e s of volumes of volumes i n

i n l i brari es .each l i b rary

NSW Educa- 1894 .Lithgow 30 -40 c .4000 c.1OO
t ional
Gazet te

do 1894 Dungog c . 70 c .5000 c . 71.4

LAA Con- c . 1895 Lithgow 94 c.9000 c .90
fe rence
Proceed-
ings

do c . 1898 Dungog 100 c . 10 ,000 c .lOO

The 189 8 Li thgow 90 - 100 c . 7000 c . 70
Bulletin

do 1898 Dungog 90 - 100 c.8000- c .80-90
9000

Joh n Kevi n hims elf said t hat he did "not consider a schoo l f ul l y

equipped t ill it can boast o f i t s cent ury o f t omes" ,l and t hat "in

l e ss than six yea rs " , i n Dungog, .Lithgow, and other di s t r i cts, t here

was a t otal o f three hundred l ibr arie s , most o f which had a hundred

books . 2 The se libraries were i nva riably housed in "t he school lib r a r y

press",purchased with funds r ais ed through concerts , p icnics , and

other enterta inments . 3 Administered by t he schoolteacher in his free

time, they cont a i ned, on . the who le , "not goody-:-goodies , but lite r ature

ofa strong mascul ine stamp - b iography , voyage and t ravel , dis covery ,

1. John W. Kevi n , nS t a t e Schoo l Li b rar ies n , i n Libr ary Association
o f Australas ia , COnference Proceedings , 1898 , (Adelaide , 1969),
p .66 .

2 • Ibid., p , 66 •

3. ~., p .67 .
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moral stories, novels, poetry, and elementary science tl
•
l The

collections in fact sound remarkably like those in comparable primary

~ld secondary schools in Engl~d and America in the same period.

In a speech made in declaring officially open the library at

Eskbank Superior Public School in 1893,2 Kevin discussed his reasons

for starting these libraries. Firstly, he was horrified at "the

deplorable absence of any kind of literature in the bush". 3 Secondly,

he wanted to get the town children, if possible, "to stay home and

r ead, instead of walking about at night"." And thirdly, he wanted to

"cultivate a taste for reading in the minds of the young", 5 which

would be to -the benefit of all now, and "for the better life and

nobler existence of the next generation". 6 He did no-t see libraries

as central to the process of instruction in the school, but ratl1er

as "adjuncts It or "accompaniments II to elementary education, whi.ch would

have "far-reaching influence for gOOd".7 "until a good library is

attached as a matter of course to everyone of our elementary

schoolS", he said in 1898, "a great opportunity of refining the taste

~d enlarging the knowledge of the young will continue to be wasted

~d the full usefulness of these institutions will remain

1. Anonymous, "New South Wales School Libraries ••• ", the red page.

2. New South Wales Educational Gazette, 3,9(1894), p.173.

3. Ibid., p.173. He said later, in 1898, that it struck him when he
first moved to the country districts as Inspector, "how dreadful,
how appalling, how cheerless, and how sunless was the mind-life
of bush children - their homes, so semi-barbarian, their daily
existence so cruel, their minds so blank, their lives so animal
and so full of temptation to wrong". Kevin, "State School
Libraries", p.64.

4. New South Wales Educational Gazette, 3,9(1984), p.173.

5. Ibid., p.173.

6. Kevin, "State School Libraries", p. 64.

7. Ibid., p.68.
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Wlattained" .1 He hoped teachers would see in the l i b r a r y a "moral

and social purification an d a pot en t factor in the building up of

their c ountry 's greatness " .2

I t would be difficUlt to mea sure the e xtent to whi ch the school

libraries beg= in the l 890s i n New South Wales primary s chools

ach i e ved these high-minded aims , which ar e related more to the aims

of t he founders of SWlday s chool libraries in Engl and and America

than to the a ims of the other ear l y libraries in New South Wales

s chool s . These libraries were oft en the onl y sour ce of reading

mat e r i a l s in the small bush towns they served . I n them many pupils

would have encoWltered the only book s , apart f r om readers , that t hey

were likely to see . 3 Much community effort and activity went i nto

t he i r suppor t . The ir stock o f one hWldr ed or so books may s eem

smal l , b ut few country primary schoo l s had more than one t eacher o r

more than thirty children . And many of these libraries were sti ll

oper a t i ng i n the t wentieth century, when the Education Department.

began to take ·an i nterest in l ibr ari e s in primary schools.

* * * * * *

By the end of the nine t eenth century i n Australia and in the

United States o f America , as i n Great Britain, librarie s had been

deve loped i n many primary or elementary schools, as well as i n both

indepe ndent and government-controlled secondary schools. The l arges t

1. Ibid . , p .67 .

2 . Ibid . , p .68 .

3. New South Wale s, The Pub lic ·I ns t r uc t i on Ga zette, 31 May 191 2,
p .142 .
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and best organised of the school libraries were generally in the

older independent secondary schools - in the public and grammar

schools of Great Britain, some of which had had libraries for more

than three hundred years! in the academies and independent schools

of the united States, and in the various non-state schools of

Australia. Nevertheless in all three countries libraries were also

being developed in the government secondary schools, and in many of

the el ement a r y schools. In Br i t a i n the development of these

libraries had been given an initial impetus and ongoing support by

the work of voluntary and religious societies from the beginning of

the century; from the 1870s the local public library authorities,

created as a r esult of the mid-century Public Libraries Acts, had

be en active in many areaS in providing school library collections and

other forms of library s er vi ce to schools. In the United states

support had been given to the development of elementary school

libraries through state legislation and grants, and also through

local public libraries in many areas . In Australia, however, while

school Inspectors had encouraged the establishment of libraries in

state primary schools, ·p a r t i cu l a r l y in New South Wales and Victoria,

little financial help from any government source was provided for

them; there was also, in contrast to t he situation in Great Britain

and in the United States by the late 1890s, little public library

service to schools, probably because public library s ervi ce s were

fewer and less we l l organised here in the nineteenth century. In

Great Britain by 1900 the Sunday schools had ceased to have any role

in general education, and in that country and in the United States

the Sunday school libraries had declined greatly in importance; by

the end of the century they had largely ceased to have any public

support, except in some cities where the public libraries had taken
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over r es ponsibili ty f or them. In Australia , where the y were

e stablished l at er than in Great Br i tain and ~he United St ate s,

.s unday schools played only a very minor role Ln general education.

By the middle o f t he n ineteen th century they we r e providing on l y for

the re l igi ous instruction Of t he chil dren of chur ch member s . Whi l e

s ome o f the s e schools had smal l l ibraries, they seem to have been

l ittle us ed i n the l ater years of the century , even in smal l communi

t i e s wher e there wer e f e w other sources .of books.

The organis ation and management of school libraries a t all .l eve l s

was ge neral ly more sophisticated i n Great Britain a nd the United

States than i n Australia; here , fo r i nstance, few schoo l libraries

produced printed catalogue s, and t he book s were more likely to be

stored in cupboards (and occasiona l l y benches!) than in, f or e xample,

the e laborate c l osed a cce s s library r ooms of some of the United

States schoo l s . t1hile some schoo ls here did have library r ooms,

none could approach the . beautiful an d spacious r ooms in u se a t

schools like Shrewsbury , Rugby , or dle ltenham Ladies' Colle ge. In

Aust rali a t oo at the end of the ninetee nth century f ew school

libraries provided a service to members of the l ocal · communi t y ,

except on a n inf ormal basis i n small r ural sett lements , whereas a

l i b r a r y service to all members of a communi ty through the schools was

i mport ant i n many a r ea s o f Bri tain; i n the United States i t had been

an impor tant par t o f t he co~non schoo l library concept i n S0100 s t a tes

earlier in t he ninetee nth cen t ur y , and was s t i l l o ccasionally

i mport ant in the l 890s.
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