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Preface

When the decision was made in 1967 that the University College of Townsville would become an 
autonomous university in 1970, it was recognised that a university situated in Australia’s tropical north had 
unique opportunities to develop teaching and research on the tropical aspects of a wide range of disciplines. 
It was this tropical emphasis which attracted many highly qualified academics to the young University 
and one of those was Rod Campbell, who arrived in May 1969 to establish the Graduate School of Tropical 
Veterinary Science.

He proved to be indefatigable in the promotion of tropical veterinary science, of tropical studies generally and 
of the University itself. He lobbied vigorously at all levels in the community and in Government, Local, State 
and Federal, for more recognition and more funding. Forty years have not dimmed his enthusiasm!

From the outset Rod Campbell recognised the importance of the international dimension of research and 
teaching of tropical animal production and animal health and of the contribution his School could make to 
Australia’s development assistance program, especially in South-East Asia.

This history records the growth and development of the School over forty years and recognises the many 
people who have contributed to its success: academic and technical staff, graduate students and visitors and, 
most recently, those who developed the new undergraduate course. I am confident that their commitment 
and scholarship contributed in a significant way to the recent international ranking of James Cook University 
as being in the top five per cent of the World’s Universities.

Ken Back         January 2010
(Warden, University College of Townsville 1963–1970;
Vice-Chancellor, James Cook University 1970–1985)
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