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ABSTRACT

Milton scholarship remains divided between characterisations of Paradise Lost’s

theology as either “orthodox” or “heretical.” In this study I situate Paradise Lost

within its complex post-Reformation context, and I argue that its theology is more

variegated and more elusive than either straightforwardly orthodox or straight-

forwardly heretical readings have tended to suggest. This study pursues the theological

portrayal of freedom as it unfolds throughout Paradise Lost, and seeks to identify and

explore the ways in which the poem’s theology is continuous and discontinuous with

the major post-Reformation theological traditions. By teasing out the complexities of

this theology and the distinctive manner in which it draws on diverse post-Reformation

traditions, this study offers a nuanced reading of the poem which allows its theology to

emerge clearly on its own terms. In particular, this reading of Paradise Lost highlights

the poem’s profound commitment to both human and divine freedom. It is this

commitment which underlies the poem’s appropriation and reformulation of a wide

range of existing theological concepts in its unique and compelling account of the idea

of freedom.
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A NOTE ON THE TEXTS

I have generally used modern editions of primary sources where these are available.

Where Latin theological texts exist in modern English editions I have generally cited

these English translations, but have freely modified my citations against the original

Latin, especially where I have judged it preferable to render technical theological

terminology literally rather than idiomatically. Italics in citations are from the original

texts unless otherwise indicated. All citations of Milton’s poetry are from Helen

Darbishire’s edition, The Poetical Works of John Milton, 2 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon,

1952-55).
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